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CARP Will Hold B.C. Government's Feet to Fire  

Regarding Promises Made to Seniors in Today's Budget 
 

Victoria, B.C. – February 19, 2019 – CARP is pleased with some of the Government's 
promises to seniors in today's budget but feels more is required to enhance retirement 
security for Canadians. Promises particularly welcome were:  

 Getting people faster, better health care by bringing together family doctors, 
nurses, nurse practitioners and other health-care professionals to offer team-
based care that improves access to health care for patients while reducing 
pressure on emergency rooms. 

 Reducing surgical wait times. 

 Increasing the time caregivers spend with seniors, providing more supports to 
family members caring for elderly loved ones, and training more people to meet 
future demands for care. 

 Moving forward with new hospitals and revitalized facilities for rural and remote 
communities, as well as growing communities in the Lower Mainland. 

 Making the largest investment in affordable housing in B.C.’s history, including 
social housing, student housing, seniors housing, Indigenous housing and 
affordable rentals for middle-income families. 

 Continuing to support low-income renters by enhancing Shelter Aid for 

Elderly Renters grants and Rental Assistance Program grants for families, to 

address the gaps that have grown between these vital supports and the true 

costs of housing. 

 

Missing was any support to protect pensions to ensure that no Canadian is left high and 

dry in their retirement. It was hoped that provisions would be made to provide more 

flexibility in maximizing returns pensioners will receive from funds that are facing the 

bankruptcy of its employee sponsor.  

 

Last year, all of Sears’ pensioners lost their medical and dental benefits, and those 

outside of Ontario took a massive 30% cut in their pensions when Sears announced 

bankruptcy.  

 

“Older Canadians deserve to have their retirement secured,” said Wanda Morris, chief 

advocacy and engagement officer at CARP. “Retirees face a very serious risk if the employer 

offering defined benefit pension plans goes bankrupt. Pensioners should be paid first.” 
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CARP seeks to end large executive payouts that make pension shortfalls even worse.  

 

The FACES of Canada’s Seniors policy platform, released late last year, urges 

government to protect pensioners from corporate defaults and will form the basis of 

CARP’s year-long national advocacy campaign focused on making Canada the best 

place to age. 

 

The five areas for action are: 

 

FINANCIAL SECURITY 

ABUSE PREVENTION 

CAREGIVING AND HOUSING SUPPORTS 

EXCEPTIONAL HEALTH CARE 

SOCIAL INCLUSION 

 

The policy platform identifies 19 areas for action, ranging from tax policy and pension 

protection to abuse prevention and preventive health care. 

 

“We can make Canada the best place to age,” said Laura Tamblyn Watts, Chief Public 

Policy Officer at CARP. “The former B.C. government appointed a Seniors Advocate 

and the federal government made a positive step in appointing a Minister for Seniors. 

Now it’s time to take decisive action by implementing a National Seniors Strategy that 

addresses these five critical areas.” 

 

CARP is a non-profit, non-partisan association representing more than 300,000 older 
Canadians across Canada. We advocate to uphold the rights and improve the lives of 
Canadians as we age. CARP’s policy platform, The Faces of Canada’s Seniors, urges 
government to protect pensioners from corporate defaults. The 1.3 million Canadians 
with defined benefits pension plans need super-priority status to protect them in the 
event of an insolvency. Over 95% of CARP members surveyed support this call to 
action.    
 
To download a copy of the FACES of Canada’s Seniors, please visit www.carp.ca/faces 
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