
Stuart Turnbull's Guide to Selling Zoe's Cats! 

All Rights Reserved 

This ebook is the copyright of Stuart Turnbull and no part of it may be copied, 
altered or duplicated in any way without the permission of the copyright holder.

The author has striven to be as accurate and complete as possible in the 
completion of this guide, notwithstanding the fact that he does not warrant or 
represent at any time that the contents within are accurate due to the rapidly 
changing nature of the internet. 

This is a guide to selling vintage prints online. In practical advice books like 
anything else in life, there are no guarantees of income made. Readers are 
cautioned to rely upon their own judgement about their individual 
circumstances and to act accordingly. 

This ebook is not intended as a source of legal, business, accounting or 
financial advice. All readers are advised to seek the services of competent 
professionals in these fields.

Any perceived slights of specific people or organizations are unintentional.

 Due Diligence 

The niches that I feature in my training are carefully researched to ensure that 
they are profitable and the information provided is accurate at the time of 
publication, please be aware that ebay and Etsy prices will go up and down 
over time so it is vital that you carry out your own due diligence research 
BEFORE investing any of your hard earned cash into items for resale. 
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Introduction

Regular readers of my blog and emails will be very familiar with one of my 
favourite online income streams which involves selling the illustrations 
removed from vintage books.

I have been making great profits with this model since 2004 and I share all of 
my tried and tested methods and techniques in my Prints Make Profits   course.

This is a ridiculously simple and fun idea that involves identifying popular book 
print niches and artists, buying cheap vintage books, removing and listing the 
prints on ebay and/or Etsy (I prefer Etsy) then popping the sold prints into 
rigid mailers and shipping them off to your buyers!

Anybody can do this regardless of personal circumstances to earn a very nice 
part time income and in this short guide I am sharing a largely undiscovered 
niche (there is only 1 seller on Etsy selling the book prints from this arist as I 
write this guide)
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Cats are a perennial favorite and there is a hungry market on Etsy (and 
elsewhere!) for art featuring our feline friends!

Here are just a few of the 5 star feedback messages from my Etsy shop for this
artist's work;
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Zoe Stokes

Zoe Stokes was born in 1950. She has studied and drawn animals since she 
was a child. She began painting seriously in 1976, undertaking animal portraits
in which she attempted to capture the character of each individual. Her 
painting is now a full time occupation and since 1978, she has been developing
the humorous compositions in heavy and finely detailed watercolor that she is 
particulaly famous for.

Zoe Stokes lives in Cornwall, UK – the setting for her paintings' delightful rural 
backgrounds – with her three dogs and two cats, Mungo and Twiggy.

Source: “Zoe's Cats” published by Thames and Hudson.

Louis Wain (1860-1939) was the first artist to apply human characteristics to 
the cats in his paintings, 'Anthropomorphic' animal portraits were particularly 
popular in Victorian England and Wain's cats smoking cigars, going to the races
or enjoying a night at the opera really struck a chord with the public!

Zoe Stokes continues this tradition today with her subjects enjoying an evening
in the pub or a dance at the disco!
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Here are some images taken from my Etsy sales record to confirm to you that 
these prints do indeed sell;
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Marmalead the world's best Etsy research tool (I use and recommend it 
highly!) analyses the keywords used in all of the listings on Etsy. The following 
screenshot shows the results for the search term “Zoe Stokes cat print”

As I said earlier, there is currently just 1 seller listing these book prints on Etsy
which represents a great opportunity to get some nice easy sales under your 
belt in a very low competition niche!

Where To Find The Books

My favourite source is addall.com (a book search and price comparison site 
that compares the prices from 20,000 sellers worldwide).
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As you can see from the above screenshot there is no shortage of copies 
available at next to nothing prices!! (prices quoted are in USD)

The above image shows you how to complete the search form in addall.com

The book you are searching for was published by Thames and Hudson in 1982 

ISBN 10; 0500012733
ISBN 13; 9780500012734

Stuart-turnbull.com

http://stuart-turnbull.com/


It contains 32 colour plates printed on nice quality semi-gloss paper with text 
on the reverse which does not show through the image making them suitable 
for matting and framing.

Although there are 32 images in the book, only 23 of them are suitable for 
selling – some being too small or going across 2 pages.

Costs and Profits

Average revenue per print is $7.36 (based on selling the pages un-matted, you
can double this if you sell them matted – check out Prints Make Profits   for a 
step by step guide to matting)

Less costs

Cost of print                                           .15 
Etsy sales fee (5% of price plus shipping) .53
Etsy listing fee                                        .20
Etsy Payments fee                                   .47
Cellophane bag                                       .16
Rigid mailer                                            .21
                                                        -----------
                                                         $5.64 Net Profit per print

The total profit from each copy of the book is $129.72 (assuming all 23 prints 
are sold) which I'm sure you'll agree is a spectacular return from a 99 cent 
investment! (13,103%!)

Preparing The Prints For Listing

Step one is to remove the pages from the book without damaging them.
If you take a close look at the end of the spine of the book you'll notice that 
the pages are bound into the spine in groups.
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Opening the book and leafing through the pages until you find the middle of 
one of the page groups you'll notice that the pages are bound together by fine 
cords.
Simply take a sharp craft knife and snip the cords as shown in the image 
taking care not to nick the page with the point of the knife.

The pages will then simply pull out of the binding in twos.

All you have to do is separate the two prints by cutting down the middle – you 
can use a sharp craft knife up against a metal ruler for this.
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Step two is to scan each of your prints to provide the images for your listings.

A basic home printer/scanner/copier is perfectly adequate for this job – I use a
Kodak ESP C110

You can pick up a bargain on eBay!

Be sure to do your scans at 300 DPI to ensure your Etsy listing image shows 
nice sharp detail.

BONUS!

I want to make your life as easy as possible so I am sharing my personal 300 
DPI scans with you!

This is also great news if you don't have access to a scanner allowing you to 
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start selling and making money before investing in your own machine!

Please click HERE to download a zip file containing my scans.

NB These scanned images are intended for use as your Etsy/ebay listing 
images – they should not be used to print the images for sale.

Guide to Packaging & Shipping

As the majority of Etsy buyers are located in the US it is essential that you ship
internationally if you live outside of the US.

I use the cheapest, no frills (no tracking, no signature required) airmail service
available – and find this to be more than satisfactory for my purposes.

My packages usually reach the US within 1 week which keeps my buyers very 
happy and I have only had one lost package since I opened my Etsy shop.

Currently I am experimenting with a free shipping offer for purchases in excess
of 20 Euros (my home currency – equivalent to $22.84 at time of writing) to 
encourage shoppers to make multiple purchases – do sign up to my blog at 
stuart-turnbull.com for regular updates from my Etsy shop.

Packing Materials

I place all of my prints into self seal cellophane bags measuring 12x8.5 inches 
(A4) with multiple purchases I put all of the prints into 1 bag.

I buy my bags in lots of 100 on ebay.

I then slip the bag into an A4 sized board backed envelope which I buy in 
boxes of 125.

My recommended packaging suppliers are:-

UK - www.defendapack.com/      US - www.bubblefast.com/

Thank You Note

I include the following thank you note with all of my packages:-
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I print the thank you note onto good quality 120 gsm paper and hand write the
buyer's name at the top, add an expiry date for my free shipping offer (short 
dated offers are more likely to be used) and hand sign it at the bottom.

(You are welcome to use my note as a guide to writing your own but please
don't copy/paste it.)

Concluding Thoughts

As I said in my introduction this is a very low competition but very popular 
niche which has the power to help you get started.

I know from experience that getting started is the hardest part of any new 
venture but getting a few sales under your belt builds your confidence and 
gives you the energy to crack on and research the niche further.

I find that I start researching one artist/niche and this often leads to another 
and another and it doesn't take a huge amount of work to fill your Etsy shop 
with popular images and begin enjoying multiple, daily sales!
(my own shop has around 160 different listings and these are taken from just 
6 individual titles.)

I'd like to wish you the very best for the future and assure you that I'm always 
here if you need me; stuart@stuart-turnbull.com
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