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Dorothee Zilliken is quite satisfied with the Estate’s 2019 vintage: “The growing conditions were not easy 
and one had to be selective and alert, but in the end, it paid off. The start into the season was marked 
with some frost, which affected the lower part of our holdings in the Saarburger Rausch. The summer hit 
led to quite some sunburnt grapes, which needed discarding at harvest. We started our harvest at the end 
of September, i.e. one week later than in 2018, and finished it around October 20. The harvest was 
anything but easy as there was rain. Rigor in the selections was key. As our seasoned harvest teams are 
used to do selections in every vintage and I feel that it played to our advantage. The resulting wines are 
open for business and superbly animating. The vintage reminds me a little bit of 2015, but with the 
lightness inherent to the 2014. But overall, the structure is closer to that of the 1990s.”  

The Estate was able to produce an almost full range of wines up to Auslese level. As Dorothee explained, 
“the grapes were simply not dried up and shriveled enough for making high end noble-sweet wines.” The 
collection is crowned by three bottlings of Auslese (all “non GK”), of which two will be released via the 
annual Trier Auctions. In addition, the Estate also produced a special cask of Spätlese destined for this 
year’s Auction. It did have to cut back on some bottlings given the low yields. There will be no Ayler Kupp 
GG, Bockstein GG, and Rausch Diabas in 2019. However, in addition to its 2019 collection, the Estate 
just released a special 2018er GG from the solely-owned Katasterlage “Saarburger auf der Rausch” 
which saw some extensive aging in Fuder casks.  

Zilliken really hit the nail on the head in 2019. The collection is simply superb, where succulent ripe 
flavors of fruits are beautifully packed into zest and light-footed presence on the palate. The dry wines 
shine through their balance and finesse. In particular, the Saarburger Trocken Alte Reben offers the 
finesse and elegance of the finest GGs at a fraction of the price. The off-dry wines are remarkable and 
easily the Estate’s finest ever (those looking for fair value should plunge on the 2019er Butterfly!). The 
Rausch Kabinett and Spätlese are both modern-day classic in the making, and the Auslese is a classic, 
both gorgeously suave and full of potential. In summary, 2019 is a Zilliken vintage! In addition, lovers of 
great elegant dry Riesling should plunge onto the remarkable late-released 2018er Saarburger auf der 
Rausch, which is a huge success and among the finest made in that vintage.  

 


