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How I Came to Write
“The Thundering Herd”

By ZANE GREY

for their hides and

O THE boys of
' OUR BOYS: It Whose new novel will start in the bones. Hides sold as

would take a

long time to tell all about how I came to
write T/e Thundering Herd—almost as
long as it took to write the book. But
“perhaps I can give you some idea in

short space.
Inthefirstplace,
some fifteen years
“ago I had the great
good fortune to be-
come a friend of
the old plainsman,
Buffalo Jones, and
he took me on
some wild trips to
the North Rim of °
the Grand Canon.
He was really the
saviour of the buf-
falo—thatistosay,

February Journal

cheap as twenty-five
cents. This slaughter was one of the
bloodiest carnages in the history of the
world, and a terrible blunder. For the
buffalo were superior to cattle, and would
have enriched our
great West. But
they were butch-
ered in a few short
years.

I determined to
write the story of
the vanishing of
the thundering
herds, and set
about getting my
material. A few
years ago I visited
the plains of Kan-

sas, Oklahemaand |

he captured most
of the buffalo
calves, from which
have descended all
. the buffalo living
today. Naturally,
‘Ibecamewonder-
fully interested in
these fine, big ani-

“In the early days, vast, thundering
herds of buffalo were massacred for
their hides and bones.”

No one is better fitted to introduce you to a
new novel than the author himself. That is why
we asked Zane Grey to tell you boys how and why
he decided to write The Thundering Herd, which
starts in the February issue of The Journal. He
was glad to do it and was especially well pleased
when we told him that our P-J-G salesmen
would point out his thrilling story of the buffalo
country to all their prospects and persuade them
to read every installment. You will, won’t you?

the Pan Handle of
‘Texas, to make

myself familiar
with the prairie
land whereé the
vast herds used to
roam. I found
deep buffalo wal-
lows and trails, but

mals:

_ One day I was pretty much scared by
Jones’ cowboys, who put me on a white
horse that the buffalo hated, and the
whole herd took after me and chased me
all over the desert. Not until afterwards
‘did the cowboys tell me that the white
‘horse thought it was play, and could
never have been caught by the buffalo.

From Buffalo Jones I first heard about
the millions of buffalo on the plains in the
early days—the vast thundering herds—
and thestoriesof how they were massacred

- no other signs of
the American Bison. Then from.all I
had gathered I wrote The Thundering
Herd. S
I hope all you boys, and all my readers
will be interested in the story, not only
because I have tried to draw a true pic-
ture of the extermination of one of the
most wonderful of our own American ani<
mals, but also that it may give you the
impulse toward conservation of what
wild life still exists in our great country.
My best wishes to vou all.
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ODAY the Ed- . BY!
I itor of OUR g
j Boyscaughtme

grinning all over and acting like
year-old with a lollypop. Of cou
wanted to know what was ailing
I showed him the full-color pri
pearing in the February
Journal, of The Laughing
Cavalier, that I just had
framed.

“By George, that’s
beautiful !”’ he exclaimed;
and slapping me on the
back, continued: “Mac,
if you'll write an article
about what you think of
the Journal’s art features,
I'll publish it with a re-
production of the picture
in thisissue of OUrR Bovs.”

So here I am and in the
center of this page is my pictur
is, the picture belonging to me,
Laughing Cavalier, painted by Fra

Although I draw pictures and ¢
for Our Bovs, and they call me 2
around here, really I am not one
But I'll admit being an art stuc
tending one of the evening clas
well-known art school in Phila
For this reason I am particularl
ested in The Journal art series a
sure it will have a very definite a
art students over all the count
doubt about it, this series of pict
beautifully illustrated history
world's greatest artists and their
pieces. A work of this character
form, and poorly illustrated :
would cost many times the pric
Journal for a whole year! That
thing to keep in mind.




