
Welcome
Let’s get started



  25% less income than men  

  46% less savings/investments  

  Participation in RRSP is lower  

  far too risk averse (62%)  

  Average balance: $31,700

“GENDER GAP” IN SAVING AND INVESTING
we earn less, invest less, and are less engaged

*source: BlackRock Investor Pulse Survey, August 2014



..a picture emerges of women investors 
who feel they do not have the knowledge 

or the money to take control of their 
finances, and who are “turned off” from 

taking a greater interest in doing so. 



This is leading them to risk-averse 
behaviours like holding too much cash, 

which over the long term is highly 
unlikely to provide the returns needed 

to fund a comfortable retirement. 



HOW THE 
FINANCIAL 
INDUSTRY 
TAKES 
ADVANTAGE OF 
INVESTORS

Messaging 

Fees

The industry routinely exerts that investing is 
complicated and that, without the guidance of a 
financial advisor, an investor is doomed to 
failure. “We will take care of you—trust us.” 

Mutual fund fees are high, period. 
But Canada? We have the dubious 
distinction of having the highest 
mutual fund fees in the world. 
Trust us? Yeah, right.  



Marketing Messages
Messages that we are bad at math, or that 
investing is too complicated for us to 
understand or ever succeed at.   

Messages that resonate more with men: 
Beating the market, winning at investing, 
websites that look like ESPN. 

Messages that woman have a lack of 
financial literacy, and need more financial 
education.  



Marketing Messages
Messages that we are bad at math, or that 
investing is too complicated for us to 
understand or ever succeed at. NOT TRUE.  

Messages that resonate more with men: 
Beating the market, winning at investing, 
websites that look like ESPN. NOT COOL.  

Messages that woman have a lack of 
financial literacy, and need more financial 
education. MEN & WOMEN NEED ++ EDUCATION 



“Canadians are allowing 
themselves to be gouged, 
and losing a great deal of 
their own retirement 
income in the process. ” 

—Amanda Lang, CBC News (February 2015)



  Start at the Beginning  

  Step-by-Step  

  Keep it Simple  

  Get You Investing!  

  Take Action 

WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT
Our Big Picture Blueprint
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  New Concepts  

  Definitions  

  Overwhelm  

  Too Much Choice   

  Taking Action 

WHERE YOU MIGHT GET STUCK
Take it slow! 



NEXT STEPS 
dive in!

The next steps for now are to grab a coffee, sit back and get 
started.  Take it slow and be nice to yourself!

…as the Buddhists say, “When you walk in the mist, you get wet.”




