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Leadership in Green Power Education: John Schaeffer, the Solar Living Institute and Real Goods 

Today, October 17, 2016, in San Francisco, John Schaeffer accepted the Green Power Leadership 

Award for Leadership in Green Power Education from Center for Resource Solutions (CRS) on 

behalf of himself, the Solar Living Institute and Real Goods. 

The annual Green Power Leadership Awards are presented by the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency and Center for Resource Solutions (CRS). The Leadership in Green Power Education 

award is given to programs and organizations that focus effectively on green power education. 

This award honors work that spreads the word about the environmental benefits of green power, 

and efforts to boost public interest in renewable energy. 

This year marks two decades of the Solar Living Center providing inspiration and environmental 

education around green power, and 39 years since John Schaeffer founded Real Goods. In 1995, 

John Schaeffer and a team of coworkers at Real Goods built the Solar Living Center in Hopland, 

California on what was once a California Department of Transportation dumping ground. The 

12-acre campus contains permaculture gardens, renewable energy and sustainable living 
demonstrations, and an environmental education center. In 1998, Schaeffer founded the 
educational nonprofit Solar Living Institute, an educational nonprofit with a mission to promote 
sustainable living through inspirational environmental education. The Institute offers educational 
workshops onsite and online and offers yearly internships. Courses are taught by experienced 
practitioners who bring years of real world knowledge to the classroom with a focus on helping 
students prepare for job opportunities, start businesses, and live more sustainably. The Institute 
also hosts SolFest, the renewable energy festival that attracts more than 5,000 people each year. 
Since 1998, the Solar Living Institute has held green power workshops and trainings for over 
10,000 trainees. Many solar installers in Northern California experienced their first training at the 

Solar Living Institute. The Solar Living Center, which is entirely solar powered, sees an annual 

visitor count of 200,000. Over the last twenty years, the Solar Living Center has helped cultivate 

businesses and ideas that were once alternative but are now mainstream.

Contact: 

The Solar Living Institute at www.solarliving.org or call 707-472-2460 

Real Goods at www.realgoods.com or 800-919-2400 

John Schaeffer at John@RealGoods.com 

http://www.greenpowerleadershipawards.com/
https://www.solarliving.org/
http://www.realgoods.com/

