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IIsrael is  Artzeinu. Artzeinu means “our 
land.”

Israel was Jacob’s other name. The Family of Israel 
became the Nation of Israel. The Nation of Israel 
moved into the Land of Canaan and made it the Land 
of Israel.

Jews have always lived in Israel since the return from 
the Babylonian Exile. There weren’t always a lot of 
Jews, but Jews have always lived there. Israel has been 
ruled by the Greeks, the Romans, the Muslims, the 
Crusaders, the Turks, the British—and that is only the 
short list.

Starting in the 1800s Jews began moving back to Israel 
with the hope of creating a new Jewish State.  
Halutzim (pioneers) moved to Israel, bought land, and 
settled it. In some cases they turned swamps into fertile 
fields. A lot of things happened: World War I, World 
War II, the Holocaust, and a United Nations resolution.

In 1948 the new State of Israel was born. Israel was 
reborn. Jews from all around the world began the 
process of making Israel a modern, democratic, 
creative, inventive force. Israel, a Hebrew-speaking 
nation that struggles with how religious and non-
religious live together, with how Jew and non–Jew 
share a Jewish state, that has lots of problems and lots 
of opportunities, has become the Jewish homeland.

Israel is the place where any Jew from around the 
world can find safety and freedom. It is a place that 
works daily on creating and growing Jewish culture. It 
is Artzeinu, our Land.Artzeinu

א��צ�נ�

Faces Of Israel—Moriah (http://tiny.cc/k7por)
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Meet Israel
Israel is about the size of New Jersey 
(even if its shape is much narrower). It is 
surrounded by the Arab states of Lebanon, 
Syria, Jordan, and Egypt. It is now at peace 
with half of them. It also contains (at the 
moment) the West Bank and it surrounds 
most of Gaza. The country has mountains 
and beaches, desert and green forests. It is 
always growing and changing.

Label the following places on 
the map.
Tel Aviv is a combination of the New 
York and the Miami of Israel. It is a big 
modern city built on the shores of the 
Mediterranean Sea. It is a center of business 
and a great place to play, too.

The Dead Sea is between Israel and 
Jordan at the end of the River Jordan. It is 
the lowest place in the world and has a 
very high mineral content. You can’t sink in 
the Dead Sea. It is a place of recreation and 
a place where a lot of archeology is done.

Haifa is a major port city. It is to the North 
of Tel Aviv on the Mediterranean Sea. Haifa 
is built on the side of a mountain like San 
Francisco. When you look at the city the 
fi rst thing you see is the Golden Dome of 
the Baha’i Shrine.

Jerusalem is two cities in one. There 
is the ancient “Old City” that goes back 
before the time of King David and there 
is the new, modern city, that is the capital 
of Israel. On one hand there is the Dome 

of the Rock, an ancient Muslim site with a 
golden Dome and on the other there is the 
K’nesset, the parliament of Israel.

The Galilee is in the North of Israel. It is 
a series of valleys and mountains and a big 
lake, the Kineret. It is a place of kibbutzin, 
villages, small cities and towns. Next to 
the Galilee are the high mountains of the 
Golan that has Israel’s only ski resort.

Negev means “dry.” The Negev is the 
southern part of Israel. It is mainly desert 
but it includes the city of Beersheva and 
the beach city of Eilat. Ben Gurion chose 
to spend the end of his life in the Negev 
because it is the frontier of Israel.          

Tzfat is a city in the North of Israel. It 
is an artists’ colony and a place of Jewish 
mystical study. Mystics lived there. Mystics 
still learn and teach there. It is in Tzfat that 
the custom of going out to the fi elds to 
welcome Shabbat began.

Israel Map Through History 
(http://tiny.cc/bg475)
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YYou start with the Mediterranean Sea and beautiful white 
sand beaches. Along the sea you will fi nd lots of hotels. From 
the beach spreads a modern city with skyscrapers, offi  ce 
buildings, classic neighborhoods, and endless suburbs. Tel 
Aviv is a city of high fashion, restaurants, and a nonstop 
nightlife. It is the economic and high-tech heart of Israel. 
When you walk parts of the city you will think that you 
could be in almost any city in the world except for one thing, 
Hebrew. There is Hebrew neon, Hebrew movie posters, 
Hebrew street signs, and even Hebrew soda cans. In other 
neighborhoods you will fi nd a unique building style called 
Bauhaus. More than anything, Tel Aviv is a big modern city.

The History of Tel Aviv
The history of Tel Aviv teaches us a lot about the history of 
Israel.

Tel Aviv has its origins in an ancient city called Jaff a (Yafo). 
Jaff a goes back to the Bible. It was given to the Tribe of Dan, 
used as a port for the cedars used in Solomon’s Temple, and 
was the place from which Jonah fl ed from God. During the 
time of the Crusades it was the Country of Yafo that was a 
stronghold of the Kingdom of Jerusalem.

In 1909 a group of sixty Jewish families who were living in 
Jaff a decided that a crowded and expensive city was not their 
idea of the “Zionist Dream.” Zionism was the movement 
that brought Jews back to the Land of Israel, that dreamed 
of creating a Jewish State. They bought some property north 
of Jaff a and set up a settlement creatively called Ahuzat Bayit 
(housing property). A year later Menahem Sheinkin, an 
activist in the Hovevei Zion (Lovers of Zion) organization, 
suggested to the local council that they change the name to 
Tel Aviv. He was one of the founders of Herzliya Gymnasium, 
the fi rst Hebrew high school in Israel.Tel Aviv

ּת�ל
א�ב�יב

4

Tel Aviv—Life and Street Culture (http://tiny.cc/gg4fj )
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The Name “Tel Aviv”
Of course, the name “Tel Aviv” has a story. In 
the book of Ezekiel (3.15) a place called  
  Tel Aviv is mentioned. No one to 
this day has any idea where that Tel Aviv is. 
We do know that Tel Aviv sort of means “Hill 
of Spring.” But a  Tel is not an ordinary 
hill, but rather a hill built up of a series 
of cities that were built over the ruins of 
previous cities.

Theodor Herzl was the founder of modern 
Zionism. In 1902 he wrote a novel called 
Altneuland, which translates literally as “Old 
New Land.” It was about the creation of an 
idealistic, wonderful future for the Jewish 
people. The book’s motto was:

If  you will it, it is no fairy-tale. But if  
you do not will it, it is and will remain 
a fairy-tale, this story that I have told 
you…All the activity of  humankind 
was a dream once...

Tel Aviv is the title given by Nahum Sokolow 
to his 1902 translation of  Theodor Herzl’s 
book, with Tel being the old state that was 
destroyed and Aviv being the new spring a 
new State could bring.

The Shell Lottery
People who live in Tel Aviv tell the story 
of the “Shell Lottery”. To make sure the 
distribution of the land was fair, Arieh Akiva 
Weiss, the original community leader, 
collected sixty white shells on which he 
wrote the names of the families and sixty 

gray shells on which he wrote the numbers of the plots. The pairs of gray and white shells 
determined which family got which plot of land. This story says that a city by the sea was 
created using shells off its beach.

Sheinkin Street
Remember Menahem Sheinkin? 
He was the one who suggested that 
the new city be named Tel Aviv. 
Today in modern Tel Aviv there is 
a Sheinkin Street. It is one of the 
busiest and hippest places in Israel. 
It is a street with its own web page,  
(www.sheinkinstreet.co.il), and it is 
Tel Aviv’s Friday morning hot spot. 
Whether it’s summer or winter, 
early in the morning or late at night, 
Sheinkin does not sleep.

Early photographs show Sheinkin 
Street with rectangular houses and 
green-topped trees. It was a quiet 
place and the continuation of the 
special building design of Rothschild 
Boulevard and Allenby Street that 
surrounds Sheinkin from both sides. 
The Davar newspaper building 
stood on the corner of Sheinkin 
and Melkhet Street. The writers of 
the newspaper spent much of their 
time drinking coffee in nearby Café 
Tamar, a place that still exists. Over 
the years Sheinkin became a street 
filled with out-of-date shops, and the 
only people who lived there were 
older immigrants from Europe that 
settled in the cheapest stretch of real 
estate that was close to the beach. 
Sheinkin was just another street, a 
place you crossed on your way to the 
busy Allenby Street.

In 1909, 
members of 
two Zionist 
groups 
gathered in 
the desert 
near Jaffa in 
Turkish-ruled 
Palestine 
to cast lots 
for building 
sites. These 
Jews worked 
and lived 
in Jaffa, a 
3,500 year-
old Arab city, 
but decided 
to build 
the first all-
Jewish city in 
2,000 years. 
They named 
it Tel Aviv, 
literally “Hill 
of Spring.”
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Shlomo “Chich” Lahat, former mayor 
of Tel Aviv (in the years 1973–1993), 
was the one to understand the real 
potential of Sheinkin. He was the 
one who started Sheinkin’s revival. 
Artists, writers, and musicians who 
were attracted to the new vibe and the 
many coff ee shops came to live on the 
street. The two Dotan brothers came 
to realize that Sheinkin needed a new 
cultural center, so they opened the   
Café/Gallery. This artist center made 
the street distinctive. 

The journalist and television presenter 
Yair Lapid spoke of this in his lyrics 
for the song Gara Be-Sheinkin (“Living 
in Sheinkin”), sung by the girl band 
Mango. This song celebrated the cliché 
image of the original Sheinkin woman 
dressed all in black, drinking coff ee in 
Café Tamar and dreaming of being in 
the movies.

Israeli street names, for the most part, are 
history lessons. Israeli streets are named 
after famous people (not all Jews), all of 
whom had some big infl uence on Israel. 
For instance, both Tel Aviv and Jerusalem 
have a Lincoln 
Street because 
of the value of 
personal freedom 
he modeled. 

Here are four 
potential street names 
and mini-biographies. 
Check the one that you would choose for 
a new street in a new Israeli city. (F.Y.I.: All 
these are already streets in the Sheinkin 
area of Tel Aviv).

					 Balfour
Arthur James Balfour (1848–1930) was the 
prime minister of Britain. The name Balfour 
became known as result of the historic 
Balfour Declaration that he authored in 1917. 
It promised the Jews a national home in 
Israel.

					 Melchett 
Lord Alfred Melchett � rst visited Palestine in 
1921 with Chaim Weitzmann, then president 
of the World Zionist Organization, and 

began contributing money to the Jewish 
Colonization Corporation for Palestine and 
writing for Zionist publications.  

					 Mazeh 
Rabbi Ya’akov Mazeh was the chief rabbi 
of Moscow and a member of Hovevei Zion 

(Friends of Zion) society. He 
became famous as a key witness in 
the Beilis trial. He proved false the 
blood libel accusations (Jews killing 
Christians for ritual purposes), and 
as an expert in the Torah.

					 Ahad Ha’am
Ahad Ha’am (1856–1927) was born Asher 
Zvi Ginsburg. He was one of the leaders of 
Hovevei Zion. In 1889 he wrote an article 
about the need of the Jewish people for their 
own homeland, entitled “This Is Not the Way.” 
He signed this article Ahad Ha’am, which in 
English means “One of the People.” Ahad Ha’am 
Street is where Ahad Ha’am used to live.

After whom would you name an Israeli street? 

																																

																																

																																

Meir Dizengoff

Meir Dizengoff (1861–1936) was the fi rst mayor 
of Tel Aviv. He wanted to create a city that 
would at once be cosmopolitan, culturally alive, 
and entirely new. 

One day he invited the media to the opening of 
the new Tel Aviv port. Everyone who came saw 
only sand, blue water, and sky. He pounded a 
stick into the sand for a “ground-breaking,” and 
now all that was visible was sand, blue water, sky, 
and a stick in the ground. He then announced 
to the crowd, “Ladies and gentlemen, I still 
remember the day when Tel Aviv had no port.”

The main street in Tel Aviv is named after him—
Dizengoff Street—and it boasts many cultural 
centers, cafés, shopping, and galleries. There is 
even a verb named after Dizengoff. In Hebrew 
slang,  l’hizdangef means “to go out 
on the town,” to stroll the streets of downtown 
enjoyably.

1. What about Dizengoff’s personality made 
him a perfect first mayor of Tel Aviv? 

2. Where in Israel would you like to 
hizdangef?

Dizengoff Square

Street Names
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Tel Aviv–Yafo
There is Tel Aviv–Yafo and there is greater 
Tel Aviv. In 1950, because they had basically 
grown into each other, Tel Aviv-Yafo merged 
into a single city. Today about 390,000 people 
live there. Greater Tel Aviv includes Holon 
(170,000), Petah Tikvah (200,000), Bat Yam 
(150,000), Bene Barak (150,000), Ramat Gan 
(140,000), etc. When you add in all of the 
small cities and independent suburbs that are 
part of greater Tel Aviv, the number grows to 
3.1 million people.

Besides attracting tourism, Tel Aviv is a 
major commercial and financial center. It 
also has a lot of manufacturing and industry. 
At the same time it is a cultural center with 
two major universities (Tel Aviv University 
and Bar Ilan) and the headquarters of 
Habima (the national theatre) and the Israel 
Philharmonic Orchestra. Many newspapers 
and magazines have their editorial offices in 
Tel Aviv. Not bad for a housing development 
set up by sixty families about a hundred years 
ago.

Independence 
Hall
To understand modern 
Israel we need to 
understand another 

piece of early Tel Aviv history. Today you can 
visit a large home on Rothschild Boulevard 
that is known as Independence Hall. It is here 
that Israel’s Declaration of Independence was 
signed. Today it is a museum, but in 1909 it 
was where Meir Dizengoff drew plot forty-
three in the original Ahuzat Bayit lottery, and 
it was where a year later the meeting was 
held where Menahem Sheinkin suggested the 
new name Tel Aviv and won that vote. Meir 
Dizengoff became Mayor Dizengoff when 
he was elected Tel Aviv’s mayor. The house 
became the mayor’s office.

In 1939, after Dizengoff’s death, his wife Zina 
donated the house to the city of Tel Aviv, and 
it became the Tel Aviv Art Museum. On May 
14, 1948, David Ben-Gurion, Israel’s first Prime 
Minister, proclaimed the establishment of the 
State of Israel in the main hall of the building. 
After Ben-Gurion read the declaration of 
independence, Rabbi Fishman recited the 
She-he-heyanu blessing, and the Declaration 
of Independence was signed. The ceremony 
concluded with the singing of Ha-Tikvah, the 
Israeli national anthem.

In 1978 Independence Hall was restored and 
opened to the public. It is now a museum that 
deals with the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence and the history of Tel Aviv–
Yafo.

Yafo

Gal Abulafia
My name is Gal 
Abulafia. My 
family comes from 
Morocco. I share 

the name Gal with 
Gal Mekel, a great 

basketball player and 
Gal Friedman who won 
an Olympic gold metal 
for windsurfing. I share 
the name Abulafia with 
Abraham ben Samuel 
Abulafia, a famous 

Kabbalistic rabbi from 
the 13th century. My 
family came to Israel 

from Casablanca in the mid-nineteen-fifties.

One of the great dishes my mother makes is 
Dafina. It is a traditional Shabbat meal made 
of wheat, dried peas and meat this is slowly 
cooked overnight in a low-temp oven. The 
word comes from Arabic “dafina or adafina” 
meaning “covered” or “smothered”.

My favorite sport is “Kadur Sal,” basketball. I 
am not that tall, but I have a good layup and a 
good outside jump shot. My favorite team is 
Maccabi Tel-Aviv.

We Moroccan Jews have our own holiday 
called the Mamoona. It is named after 
Maimonides and it takes place on the night 
or the day after Passover. My mother makes 
all kinds of pastries that we couldn’t eat the 
previous week. Some Moroccan families have 
a party on the night after Passover. My family 
gets together with other Moroccan families 
and has a big picnic and cookout on that day.
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1ERETZ-ISRAEL was the birthplace of the Jewish people. Here their spiritual, religious and 
political identity was shaped. Here they � rst attained statehood, created cultural values of 
national and universal signi� cance, and gave to the world the eternal Book of Books. 

2After being forcibly exiled from their land, the people kept faith with it throughout their 
Dispersion and never ceased to pray and hope for their return to it and for the restoration in it 
of their political freedom. 
3Impelled by this historic and traditional attachment, Jews strove in every successive 
generation to re-establish themselves in their ancient homeland. In recent decades they 
returned in their masses. Pioneers and defenders, they made deserts bloom, revived the 
Hebrew language, built villages and towns, and created a thriving community controlling 
its own economy and culture, loving peace but knowing how to defend itself, bringing the 
blessings of progress to all the country’s inhabitants, and aspiring towards independent 
nationhood.

4In the year 5657 (1897), at the summons of the spiritual father of the Jewish State, Theodor 
Herzl, the First Zionist Congress convened and proclaimed the right of the Jewish people to 
national rebirth in its own country. 
5This right was recognized in the Balfour Declaration of the 2nd November, 1917, and re-
a�  rmed in the Mandate of the League of Nations which, in particular, gave international 
sanction to the historic connection between the Jewish people and Eretz-Israel and to the right 
of the Jewish people to rebuild its National Home.

6The catastrophe which recently befell the Jewish people–the massacre of millions of Jews 
in Europe—was another clear demonstration of the urgency of solving the problem of its 
homelessness by re-establishing in Eretz-Israel the Jewish State, which would open the gates 
of the homeland wide to every Jew and confer upon the Jewish people the status of a fully 
privileged member of the comity of nations. 
7Survivors of the Nazi holocaust in Europe, as well as Jews from other parts of the world, 
continued to migrate to Eretz-Israel, undaunted by di�  culties, restrictions and dangers, and 
never ceased to assert their right to a life of dignity, freedom and honest toil in their national 
homeland.

8In the Second World War, the Jewish community of this country contributed its full share to 
the struggle of the freedom- and peace-loving nations against the forces of Nazi wickedness 
and, by the blood of its soldiers and its war e� ort, gained the right to be reckoned among the 
peoples who founded the United Nations. 

9On the 29th November, 1947, the United Nations 
General Assembly passed a resolution calling for the 
establishment of a Jewish State in Eretz-Israel; the 
General Assembly required the inhabitants of Eretz-
Israel to take such steps as were necessary on their 
part for the implementation of that resolution. This 
recognition by the United Nations of the right of the 
Jewish people to establish their State is irrevocable.
10This right is the natural right of the Jewish people to be 
masters of their own fate, like all other nations, in their 
own sovereign State. 

11ACCORDINGLY WE, MEMBERS OF THE PEOPLE’S COUNCIL, 
representatives of the Jewish community of Eretz-Israel 
and of the Zionist movement, are here assembled on the 
day of the termination of the British Mandate over Eretz-
Israel and, by virtue of our natural and historic right and 
on the strength of the resolution of the United Nations 
general assembly, hereby declare the establishment of a 
Jewish State in Eretz-Israel, to be known as the State of 
Israel. 
12WE DECLARE that, with e� ect from the moment of the 
termination of the Mandate being tonight, the eve of 
Sabbath, the 6th Iyar, 5708 (15th May, 1948), until the 
establishment of the elected, regular authorities of the 
State in accordance with the Constitution which shall be 
adopted by the Elected Constituent Assembly not later 
than the 1st October 1948, the People’s Council shall act 
as a Provisional Council of State, and its executive organ, 
the People’s Administration, shall be the Provisional 
Government of the Jewish State, to be called “Israel”. 
13THE STATE OF ISRAEL will be open for Jewish 
immigration and for the Ingathering of the Exiles; it will 
foster the development of the country for the bene� t of 
all its inhabitants; it will be based on freedom, justice 
and peace as envisaged by the prophets of Israel; it will 
ensure complete equality of social and political rights 
to all its inhabitants irrespective of religion, race or 
sex; it will guarantee freedom of religion, conscience, 
language, education and culture; it will safeguard the 

1
a. What is “the eternal Book of 

Books?”
b. Does this reference make 

the writers of this document 
religious?

c. What history are they talking 
about in this paragraph?

2–3
 d. What story is being told in these 

two paragraphs?
e. Who are “the pioneers” being 

mentioned?

4–5
 f. Why is Theodor Herzl the only 

person mentioned by name in 
this document?

g. What was the Balfour 
Declaration?

h. What was the League of 
Nations?

6–7
 i. How is the Holocaust used to 

justify the creation of a State of 
Israel?

j.  What is meant by “undaunted 
by difficulties, restrictions and 
dangers, and never ceased to 
assert their right to a life of 
dignity, freedom and honest toil 
in their national homeland”?

THE DECLARATION OF THE ESTABLISHMENT
 OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL, May 14, 1948

8–10
k. What is being referred to 

by “the Jewish community 
of this country contributed 
its full share to the struggle 
of the freedom- and peace-
loving nations against the 
forces of Nazi wickedness”?

l. How does this become 
an argument for the 
establishment of the State 
of Israel?

m. Why did the writers add 
“This recognition by the 
United Nations of the right 
of the Jewish people to 
establish their State is 
irrevocable”?

n. What is a “natural right”?

13
 o. What vision of the future 

state is found in paragraph 
13?

p. What is meant by 
“ingathering of the exiles”?

Declaration of 
Independence of the 

State of Israel 
(http://tiny.cc/7p1n1)


