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The areas of criminal justice and law are closely linked and filled with many career opportunities for those interested in shaping, enforcing or arguing the law. Earning a criminal justice degree can lead to a career in law enforcement, corrections, advocacy, or politics. Criminal justice programs can also
establish an institution for would-be lawyers before they follow a law degree. The fields of criminal justice and law attract students interested in criminal psychology, victimology, ethics, and american courts and correctional systems. This guide explores broad career options for criminal justice professionals
with a variety of training and experience. With broad applications in many areas, criminal justice degrees lead to career choices at all levels of education. As described below, each degree is unique in its preparation for a particular career, with increased progress and salary prospects for advanced
education levels. For example, students interested in becoming judges must earn at least one JD. Earning a partner degree in criminal justice can provide students with the training they need for entry-level jobs in security, law enforcement, and corrections. Most two-year partner degrees include
introductory courses in social sciences, criminal law and the American judicial system. Because many law enforcement jobs use on-the-job training instead of requiring a college degree, applicants holding a partner degree with sufficient experience in the field may be additional qualified for police and
detective jobs. Other opportunities for associates with a degree include a judicial officer and a security guard. Bachelor's degrees in criminal justice are based on the fundamental skills they have learned in a partner program and prepare students for expanding career opportunities. Unlike a partner
program, bachelor students can choose a criminal justice specialization. Common specialties include corrections, criminology and internal security. A typical program explores topics such as communication, criminology theory and criminal justice trends. Schools can offer a BS or a BS in criminal justice,
with most degrees spanning four years (or less, to speed up online programs). Graduates qualify for positions such as probation officer, victim advocate, and employee What is the difference between a BA and a BS in criminal justice? While schools usually offer BS degrees in criminal justice, some
schools offer DAS. A BS in criminal justice is usually a more expensive, technical program than the broader BA degree. Courses in a BS could explore policing in the U.S., the American prison system, and technology in criminal justice, while BA curricula cover topics such as criminology, white collar crime,
and juvenile crime. Like courses, the specialties offered either under a BS or in the context of criminal justice type, with BS offering more career-oriented gatherings and BA having more philosophically guided focus areas. Either the program may require an internship or field experience. Some BA two also
require a final thesis. A master's degree in criminal justice can enhance the job and salary prospects of existing law enforcement, criminal justice, and homeland security professionals. In addition, earning a master's degree in criminal justice can provide students with the credentials they need to transition
to law enforcement or conduct management analysis, or become a teacher. Most master's degrees in criminal justice take two years to complete. Common lessons in a multiple sclerosis program in criminal justice include criminology, investigative methods, and criminal justice administration and ethics.
While options vary, many programs offer advanced specialties in crime analysis, federal law enforcement, cybercrime research or behavioral analysis. Master's degree in Law must be obtained after a Ph.D. in Law (JD). Winning an LL.M. allows students to focus on a specialization under the Law on
Professional Practice. The programmes usually offer specialisations in business and commercial law, environmental law, human rights, taxation and dispute resolution. A LL.M. is a specialized program, and is optional for lawyers who own a JD and have passed bar exams. Graduates .M. can expand
their practices to include international clients in their areas of expertise. LL.M. programs usually offer courses tailored to a student's choice of concentrations. Some schools allow students to design their own curriculum based entirely on their specialty. While LL.M. usually takes two years to complete,
many programs offer flexible integration options, such as full-time or part-time enrollment. Others offer accelerated online programs. Although career pieces depend on each student's individual specialties, ll.M. graduates can practice in areas such as transnational law, global securities or international
arbitration. PhD graduates in criminal justice are qualified to pursue high-level research and leadership roles in criminology, science and education. A PhD, such as a PhD in criminal justice, prepares students for academic research teaching positions, achieved through courses in criminal justice
management, theory and improvement of criminal justice practices, and crisis management corrections. While completion times vary, many students can complete this PhD in about four years of full-time study. Like most PhDs, doctoral degrees in criminal justice require a dissertation. Graduates of a PhD
program usually follow careers as criminal justice professors or public policy advisers. Doctor of Law While there are postgraduate options in the program, JD is widely considered the terminal for lawyers. A JD meets the minimum training requirement for lawyers to practice in the U.S., and most lawyers
earn a JD before passing the bar exam and earning their licenses. Compared to a LL.M., a JD transmits a general law curriculum. In many cases, applicants are required to hold a JD for admission to an LL.M program. Most JDs take three years to complete and include courses in tort. judicial and civil
proceedings; and criminal, public, international and business law. Doctor of Legal Science should be taken after a PhD (JD). SJD is the most advanced degree in law, usually pursued only by aspiring legal scholars. Most would-be lawyers only complete a JD, allowing them to practice the law
professionally; students who go on to earn an SJD often become researchers or authors of legal studies. A typical SJD requires courses in subjects such as law and humanity, American legal theory, and legal scholarship. In addition, students must give a series of joint presentations, complete an oral
exam, and develop and defend an original thesis. While completion times vary, most SJD programs last 3-4 years. What is the difference between an SJD and a PhD in law? SJD and Ph.D. law programs are similar, and major universities tend to offer one or the other as their most advanced law degree.
In many cases, schools distinguish an SJD from a PhD in law in name alone, as programs share many of the same types of courses and graduation requirements. For example, Harvard Law School offers an SJD, while Yale Law School offers a Doctorate in Law. Most SJD and Ph.D. law programs
require at least three years of full-time study. Both degrees examine the philosophical study of the law through the first year of courses in legal scholarship, research methodologies, and social sciences and humanities disciplines. To earn the degree, students must complete their exams and teaching
experiences and present a dissertation. Obtaining a criminal justice degree can lead to a variety of careers. While would-be lawyers can pursue a standard career path toward becoming a lawyer by obtaining a law degree, students can also pursue a higher degree, such as an SJD, on the path to scientific
research. Students with a law or criminal justice degree may pursue a career as a mediators, probation officers, police officers or detectives, legislators, or lobbyists. Areas beyond law and criminal justice - such as business, education, and counseling - also offer career opportunities, such as corporate
lawyer, forensic psychologist, and correctional counsel. While criminal justice and attorney programs teach students about the American legal system, the best criminal justice degrees also emphasize soft skills in analysis, problem solving, communication, and research that can be applied to a variety of
varied Professions. Students can also choose to immerse themselves in a specialization, such as one listed below. Students equipped with a degree or degree in law or law often work as illegal or legal assistants. While the Bureau of Labor Statistics predicts a steady 12% increase in employment by 2028
for these roles, graduate candidates can go on to become lawyers and earn nearly three times a paralegal's salary. Other graduates of criminal justice programs seek entry-level jobs as mediators, using their skills in critical thinking and communication. While some employers in this area require only a
degree in a criminal justice specialization, such as arbitration, many prefer candidates with a master's degree. Graduates of a bachelor's program in criminal justice can become probation hinters or correctional treatment specialists. In addition to having an official degree, students aspiring to become a
probation or probation officer must complete a state or federally funded training program and pass competency exams and criminal and drug screening tests. Students can also earn a criminal justice degree on the way to becoming a police officer or detective. While requirements vary, most employers
require police officers to complete a partner degree and police training to qualify for entry-level jobs. Would-be detectives should hold a degree in criminal justice or a related field, especially those who wish to work for a federal agency such as the FBI. However, policing is a controversial career choice, full
of accusations of corruption and discrimination. Citizens who want to help their communities should also consider non-policing career alternatives. Would-be lawmakers and lobbyists can benefit from obtaining a criminal justice degree. Lawmakers need a thorough understanding of the law, which can be
achieved through a policy specialization during a law or criminal justice degree. While formal education requirements vary, most lawmakers need at least a degree in law, political science, or a related field. Similarly, lobbyist positions do not have standardized education requirements, but the majority of
entry-level employers prefer lobbyists with a degree in political science, law, or a related field. Students completing a degree of law or criminal - especially with course work in American legal policy and legislation - and have extensive work experience can thrive in this area. Obtaining a criminal justice
degree can lead to a variety of careers, each with its own salary and development opportunities. As shown below, lawyers and judges earn the highest median salaries, while illegals and legal assistants earn significantly less. However, illegal jobs are in high demand, as shown by the projected 12%
increase in employment between 2018 and 2018 2028. Salary Information Position Median Work Salary Increase (2018-2028) Lawyers $122,960 6% Judges and Hearing Consultants $120,090 3% Police and Detective $65,170 5% Arbitrators, Mediators, and Distinguished $63,930 8% Probation officers
and Correctional Specialists Treatment $54,290 3% Paralegals and Legal Assistants $51,740 12% Lawmakers $29,270 5.2% Source: ProjectingsCentral, Bureau of Labor Statistics Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences As accreditation service for criminal justice programs in the U.S. , ACJS consists of
1,800 criminal justice professionals. Members can join one of 13 sub-sections that include corrections, juvenile justice and crime, and victimology. Benefits include access to industry publications and mentors and opportunities to present research in ACJS panelists. American Bar Association Founded in
1878, the ABA certifies law programs in the U.S. and offers subscriptions to licensed and unauthorized lawyers, law students, and legal professionals. Membership comes with perks like access to an online library with more than 600 texts, free technology resources, and a career center. American Society
of Criminology ASC supports the international promotion of forensic scholarship and education. The ASC consists of 16 departments, tailored to professionals working in areas such as crime, terrorism and policing. Members have access to exclusive field publications, the annual ASC meeting, and a
reduced membership rate. Accreditation - the standardized process of quality assurance in higher education - is critical when choosing a college program. Regardless of specialization, many criminal justice jobs and lawyers require formal training from an accredited institution. Students who aspire to a
high-level career in criminal justice should choose programs accredited by the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences, and those seeking to become lawyers should seek accreditation from the American Bar Association. Like any accredited college program, earning a criminal justice degree requires rigor
and perseverance. Criminal justice courses cover a wide range of topics in order to prepare students for a multifaceted career. Large criminal justice companies also usually require on-the-spot training. While plenty of entry-level jobs in criminal justice exist for professionals with lower degrees, a PhD in
criminal justice qualifies for students for the most prestigious and highest paid positions. common opportunities include the lead investigator, college professor, lobbyist or policy writer, and coroner. While both doctor juris (JD) and master of law (LL.M.) are high-level postgraduate degrees, their scope and
scope are different. JD is a fundamental grade covering a broad scope of the concepts of general law, while LL.M. specialises in an area of legal expertise. A JD is a prerequisite for many LL.M. LL.M. The Doctor of Legal Science (SJD) is the highest law degree in the U.S.; demonstrates a masterful
understanding of the science of law. Candidates in an SJD programme usually go for advanced legal research rather than practical law. Many SJD graduates become scholars in academia. Image credit: Maskot Bildbyrå | Getty Images Last updated: September 16, 2020 2020
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