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Fall Cover 
Girl Ariana 
Luterman 
is Finalist for 
Prestigious 
Award
T H E  U . S .  A R M Y  and Pro Football Hall of Fame 
Award for Excellence program selects twenty 
finalists each year as candidates to receive the 

Award for Excellence. This prestigious award 
honors sophomore-, junior- and senior-level-
high school athletes nationwide, aiming the 
spotlight on stand-out stars who make a dif-
ference not only in their sport, but also in their 
school and community. Each student-athlete 
finalist is awarded a memorable plaque during 
a special ceremony, with members of the U.S. 
Army and the Pro Football Hall of Fame pres-
ent. This year, a student who attends Greenhill 
School right here in Addison was selected as a 
finalist. You may be familiar with this stand-out 
triathlete who donates all the profit she earns 
from her success to her charity of choice, Vo-
gel Alcove. You may have heard of “Team Ari-
ana” and read her story about her mission to 
raise donations and awareness for her charity, 
which helps to fight the problem of homeless 
youth. And by now, you may have guessed that 
this special young lady is none other than Ar-
iana Luterman. 

Addison Magazine was eager to catch up with 

Ariana Luterman, after featuring her story on 
our cover in fall of 2015. For those of you who 
may not know, Ariana is a talented triathlete who 
has been impressing fans of the sport since she 
was only 11 years old, when she participated in 
her first adult-level triathlon. Ariana started to 
receive attention not only from avid sports fans 
and other athletes, but also from businesses 
who wanted to sponsor her. Although Ariana 
was thrilled with her success in the sport, and 
her continued love for racing, her desire was 
to use the attention for a bigger, more self-less 
cause. Ariana first had exposure to the Vogel 
Alcove organization through a birthday party, 
where she asked her guests to bring items that 
were being requested from Vogel Alcove. Ariana 
said, “When we took these things to be delivered 
to the Vogel Alcove…before we left, everything 
was gone. I had mothers and kids coming up to 
me immediately saying ‘Thank you.’ Just to see 
how I was impacting people, with something 
this tiny, I knew I could do better.” This is when 
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what age we are. She is proof that if you put your 
mind to something, the possibilities are endless. 

I was able to talk with Ariana after the awards 
ceremony, and she explained how incredibly 
honored and unexpected the success of Team 
Ariana has been. She said, “This is so surreal. 
I never had the intention it would become this 
big; I never imagined it would become this big; I 
never dreamt it would become this big.” Ariana 
isn’t a huge fan of being the center of attention 
but handles the success and applause she receives 
with inspiring humility and is quick to remind 
people that her family, friends, coaches, mentors, 
teachers, and her entire community are the 
reasons why  she has been able to achieve the 
things she has so far. She understands that even in 
an individual sport such as the triathlon, she has 
a team. A team of people who are backing her and 
supporting her along the way and encouraging her 
to dream big—even bigger than she can imagine. 
Each award finalist will be honored during the 
2016 Pro Football Hall of Fame Enshrinement 
Weekend this summer, and the winner will be 
announced at a special luncheon on August 6, 
2016.  
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Ariana decided to merge her love for the triathlon 
with her love for Dallas-based Vogel Alcove, and 
created Team Ariana at only 12 years of age. Team 
Ariana began taking sponsorships, donations, 
and even teamed up with 
Champion who helped 
Ariana create her own 
clothing line. The clothing 
line allows sponsors the 
opportunity to purchase 
spots on Ariana’s gear, and 
allows Ariana another way 
to collect donations. Since 
the formation of Team 
Ariana, she has raised over 
$150,000 and doesn’t plan 
on slowing down anytime 
soon. 

M a n y  s t u d e n t s  a s 
young as Ariana are in-
volved in sports and per-
form well in the class-
room. However, there are 
few students as young as Ariana, and few adults 
for that matter, who are able to see a need and 

then find a way to help fulfill that need. This tal-
ented young lady not only sees an opportunity for 
her to train hard and excel at her sport, but also 
sees an opportunity to change the world while 

simultaneously doing 
something she loves. 
The Award for Excel-
lence was presented to 
Ariana by Roger Stau-
bac h,  a  well-known 
name for all of us Tex-
ans. Roger Staubach is a 
former Dallas Cowboys 
quarterback and was in-
ducted into the Hall of 
Fame in 1985. It is sto-
ries like these, and in-
dividuals like Ariana, 
who are contestants 
for the Award for Ex-
cellence and who truly 
put themselves second 
to help others first. As 

much as Ariana is an example to her own peers, 
she is truly an example to all of us – no matter 
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