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?m:assop, BurTs JUMPS FROM A PLANE IN
A MOTH-EATEN PARACHUTE, LANDS ON HIS
HEAD AND LIVES TO INVENT A SELF-
SCROUBBING BATH BRULSH.

P SLIPS FROM BATHERS HANDS. MONKEY
OUTFIELDEE.(A)TQIES TO CATCH )T AND FUMBLES.|
SoaP(B)HITS BorTLE (C)WHICH FALLS ON HANDLE
OF HAIR BRUSH(D) CAUSING BRUSH To FLY LP
IAND SMASH MIRROR(E).FLYING FRAGMENTS OF
GLASS cuT CorD(F) ALLOWING WEIGHT (G)TO DROP|_22
AND PLLL STRING (H) WHICH oPENS Hook (I) /
RELEASING JACK-IN-TRE-Box (), WHICH JLUMPS LP
AND HITS HANDLE (K) TURNING ON WATER. IN
SHOWER(L). AS WATER RUNS DOWN TROLGH
(M)IT FALLS oN miL-wheeL(N)cALsinG 1T TO
REVOLVE AND WORK BROSH(Q) LP AND DOWN |z
ON BATHER'S BACK. 7
You CAN RENT AN ORGAN AND KEEP
THE MONKEY BUSY WHEN YOU ARE
NOT TAKING A BATH.
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Self-Scrubbing Back Brush, pen & Ink. Colliers, April 31, 1931. © RGI.
“This is a classic black and white “Professor Butts” Rube Goldberg Machine from the early 1930's.”

’

.-.SNOW SHOVELER (D)
THINKS BLIZZARD HAS
STARTED AND REACHES
FOR GALOSHES (E),
UPSETTING PAY DIRT(
SMALL MINER(G)
STARTS PANNING
FOR GOLD AND
MOTION OF
PAN RUBS
DOG AGAINST
BRUSHES (H),
scrzulaame

[BoG-OWNER RELEASES
TRAP (A), TOSSING OUT.
BOX OF SOAP FLAKES(B)~
SKEETS-SHOOTER (€ )
FIRES, SHATTERING
B

How To Wash Your Dog Without Getting Yourself Wet, colof nevv.sprin"c:gi‘d‘é Show,‘circa 1938-1941.© RGI.
“This later period of inventions ran as a strip called “Side Show "and were printed in color.”

Rube Goldberg. Circa 1940's. © RGlI. Rube Goldberg. Circa 1960's. © RGI.

“I love this shot of my grandfather. | wasn't born when “This is how | remember my Papa Rube. Always in
it was taken, but even decades later this a bow-tie with suspenders and smoking a cigar.

was who he was!"” He also had the biggest ears I'd ever seen.”
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@ROFESSOR, BUTTS wWALKS IN HIS SLEEP, ,.! g

STROLLS THROUGH A CACTUS FIELD IN HIS ;D
BARE FEET, AND SCREAMS OUT AN IDEA FORA | ¢ E r
SELF-OPERATING NAPKIN o / ,

You RAISE sPoonv OF sowp (A) To Your B
MOUTH IT PuLLS STRING (B),THEREBY JERKING | !
LADLE (C) which THRowsS CRACKER. (D) PAST H

]
]
s
1)
1)
)

PARROT (E). PARROT JUMPS AFTER CRACKER AND
PERCH(F) TILTS, LPSETTING SEEDS (G)iNTo PAL(H).
EXTRA WEIGHT IN PaiL pPuLls corp(l) wHicH

OPENS AND LIGHTS AUTOMATIC. CIGAR LIGHTERM)
SETTING OFF skv-RockeT (K) wHich cavses |
sickLE (L) To cur sTRING (M)AND ALLOW \
PENDULUM WITH ATTACHED NAPKIN TO SWING \
BACK AND FORTH THEREBY WIPING OFF YOUR A

HIN C
XFTER THE MEAL, SLUBSTITUTE A HARMONICA ~0 "S-
FOR TRE NAPKIN AND YOU'LL BE ABLE TO B . =

ENTERTAIN THE GUESTS WITH A LITTLE
MuSIC. \
\ S >

Self-Operating Napkin, pen & ink. Colliers, Sept 26, 1931. © RGlI.

“This is another classic black and white Professor Butts Invention cartoon and is perhaps Rube
Goldberg's most famous. It was inspirational for Charlie Chaplin and his “Feeding Machine" in
“Modern Times"” and it was also selected to be a US Postage Stamp in 1995."

AFTEr COLOI TV?

The future
of home
entertainment

Self-Operating Napkin. 1995. © RGl.
“This was part of a collection of cartoon stamps that

celebrated comic artists, issued in 1995."

The Future of Home Entertainment, ink & paint on paper. Forbes
Magazine, Cover, March 15 1967. © RGl.

"How prescient! To have envisioned the future so accurately is
the mark of true genius. Or madness. Or a touch of both.”
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/AS YOU SIT ON PNEUMATIC. CUSHION (A),YOU Fi
AIR THROUGH TUBE é wntcu sr RTS ICE- BOAT C)
CAUSING LIGHTED CIGAR BUTT (D) TO EXPLO
BALLOON ( E)-—Dacm'otz (F), HEARING LOUD
REPORT, THINKS HE’S BEEN SHOT AND FALLS
OVER BACKWARD ON BULB (G),SNAPPING PICTURE!

A Simple Device For Taking Your Own Picture, color newsprint. Side Show, January 21, 1941. © RGl.
“The first selfie! A marvelous look into the future.”

Rube Goldberg, together with the
Smithsonian team, created a live
version of his cartoon “Simple Device
for Taking Your Own Picture,” which
was on view at the Smithsonian
Institution exhibition Do It the Hard
Way: Rube Goldberg and Modern
Times, November 1970. “Rube himself
sat in the machine, smoking his
ever-present cigar, smiling broadly.”

Joseph Herscher and The Page Turner. 2012.

“Joseph Herscher is the living embodiment of my grandfather’s legacy. The simplicity,
elegance and humor of his machines will stand the test of time. He is a wonder. A
friend. And someone who inspires the work | do everyday at Rube Goldberg, Inc.”




