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_____________________________________________________________ 
 

This past Tuesday I turned 60.  And it's just depressing. 
  

Now, you need to understand.  For my entire life, I have embraced these 

milepost birthdays—not as depressing signs of aging but as markers of 

increased maturity.  I was so ready to turn 30—I was married, I was 

ordained, I had a kid.  And I completely embraced turning 40—I was the 

pastor of my own church with a family of three.  And I felt like 50 marked 

the era when I reached the height of my adult powers. 
  

But 60?  That's just old.  And to make things even worse, when I saw my 

doctor for my annual physical, I told him that after I'd done a huge amount 

of yard work this spring I noticed I had developed this little pocket of fluid 

on my knee.  He looked at it and said, "You've got bursitis."  I'm 60, and I've 

got bursitis!  And then, this past weekend, when Becky took me to New 

York City for a birthday celebration, when we were watching a Broadway 

show, I was bothered by this cold draft blowing on me.  So I spent the entire 

second act with my overcoat on and my collar turned up.  Yeah, that's how 

old I am—the draft was so cold it was aggravating my bursitis! 
  

So, here's the deal.  No longer am I going to be the young, hip, trendy, 

cutting-edge pastor that you have come to love.  I can't fake it any longer.  

From here on out, I'm just going to be an old coot. 
 

*   *   * 
  

Which leads me to my introduction this morning, an introduction that I 

would never think of using when I was your young, hip, trendy, cutting-edge 
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pastor, because it's a reference to a TV show that aired before at least half of 

you were born.   
  

Columbo—was a great TV detective show that debuted in 1971 starring 

Peter Falk as Lieutenant Frank Columbo of the Los Angeles Police 

Department.   
  

Now Frank Columbo was the classic anti-hero—there was nothing heroic or 

dashing about him.  He was a schlemiel.  He was a mensch.  He was this 

short, rumpled, absent-minded cop who always wore this old trench coat 

even though he lived in sunny southern California.   
  

The great thing about Columbo was that it wasn't a murder mystery.  There 

was no mystery, because at the beginning of each episode you saw the 

murder take place—the murderer was clearly identified and the motive was 

revealed.  So Columbo wasn't a "whodunit".  Rather, the joy of this show 

was watching how Columbo patiently, persistently and relentlessly was 

always able to get the murderer to confess to the crime. 
  

Columbo had a distinctive style.  He would come bumbling in, always in 

great disorganization and a fair amount of absent-mindedness, constantly 

pestering the murderer—who was always a wealthy, powerful, beautiful 

member of the Los Angeles elite, every one of whom underestimated this 

incompetent-looking cop.  But bit by bit, over several conversations, 

Columbo would slowly unspool contradiction after contradiction, cover-up 

after cover-up, until he had the murderer trapped.  
  

And Columbo's trademark was his closing line.  After a conversation with 

the murderer, where Columbo tried to nail down some loose ends which 

were always skillfully deflected by the murderer, Columbo would shrug as if 

there'd be no solving this murder case.  But then, this is what happened: 
 

"Huh.  Well, I guess that clears that up.  OK.  Thank you very much, I'm sorry 

I bothered you.   (And Columbo would turn to walk towards the door, only to 

stop, turn around, and say): "Oh, listen, there's just one more thing." 
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"There's just one more thing."  And it was always a key observation or a 

piercing question that left the murderer tongue-tied.  "Oh, there's just one 

more thing"—for Columbo, the "one more thing" was always the decisive 

thing. 
 

*   *   * 
  

Listen to God's word from the third chapter of Paul's Letter to the 

Colossians.  In this passage, Paul describes what living life as Christ's 

disciple looks like: 
 

     Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the 

realities of heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honor at God's right 

hand.  Orient yourselves on the things of heaven, not the things of earth.  For 

you died to this life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God.  And 

when Christ, who is your life, is revealed to the whole world, you will share in 

all his glory. 

     So put to death the sinful, earthly things lurking within you.  Have nothing 

to do with sexual immorality, impurity, lust, and evil desires.  ...  You used to 

do these things when your life was still part of this world.  But now is the time 

to get rid of anger, rage, malicious behavior, slander, and dirty language.  

Don't lie to each other, for you have stripped off your old sinful nature and all 

its wicked deeds.   

     Instead, put on your new nature, and be renewed as you learn to know 

your Creator and become like him. ... Since God chose you to be the holy 

people he loves, you must clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, gentleness, and patience.  Make allowance for each other's faults, 

and forgive anyone who offends you.  ...  And over all these things, clothe 

yourselves with love, which binds us all together in perfect harmony.  And let 

the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. ... And be thankful.  
  

In this passage, Paul sketches out a way of thinking about what the Christian 

life looks like.  He begins by stating the reality of faith—a reality that we 

don't see with our eyes but that we believe in our hearts: 
 

     Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the 

realities of heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honor at God's right 
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hand.  Orient yourselves on the things of heaven, not the things of earth.  For 

you died to this life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God.   
 

Paul says: If Christ has been raised to heaven with God, and we are 

connected to Christ through faith, then our real lives have also been raised 

with Christ.  Now, this isn't what our lives feel like, and it's certainly not 

what our lives look like—but Paul says that's the reality of what's happened 

to us: Christ has died and has been raised, and since we are united to Christ 

in faith then we too have died to life as we knew it and have been raised to 

new life with Christ. 
  

And after asserting that hard-to-see reality, Paul then goes on to spell out the 

"so what"—if our real lives are truly united with the risen Christ, therefore 

we should live like this.  And Paul employs a wardrobe metaphor.  He tells 

us to take off the clothing of our sinful nature—our life focused on and 

driven by ourselves and our needs and our desires—and instead to put on the 

clothing of our new nature, the clothing of Jesus and be directed by Christ 

and his desires.  Paul is not saying WWJD—what would Jesus do?  Rather, 

he's saying WDJW—what does Jesus wear?  Since our real lives are in 

Christ, we should wear the same outfit. 
  

And then Paul describes in detail Christ's wardrobe, an ensemble more 

stunning and dazzling than anything ever seen on a Parisian runway: 
 

Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and 

patience.  Bear with each other's faults, and forgive anyone who offends you.  

... And over all these things, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all 

together in perfect harmony.  And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in 

your hearts. 
 

Compassion, kindness, humility.  Gentleness, patience, forbearance.  

Forgiveness, love & peace.  That, Paul says, is what it looks like to dress for 

success, because that is the clothing of Christ.  That's the wardrobe of the 

new life. 
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It's a beautiful list, and it's a challenging list.  Everyone in this room knows 

it's going to take more than a little wardrobe tweaking until we are wearing 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, forbearance, 

forgiveness, love & peace.  In fact, it could keep us busy for the rest of our 

lives. 
  

And then, very much like Columbo, Paul delivers his zinger:  "Huh.  Well, I 

guess that clears that up.  Thank you very much.  Oh, listen, there's just one 

more thing."  Because after Paul describes in detail the uniform of the 

Christian, he finishes it off with just one more thing: "And be thankful." 
  

And be thankful.  That's Paul's "just one more thing."  Among all the virtues 

and qualities and character traits of the disciple of Jesus Christ, the clincher, 

the zinger, the "one more thing" is thankfulness. 
 

*   *   * 
  

And for Paul—just like for Columbo—this "one more thing" isn't some 

random tack-on, some loose end thrown in at the last minute.  Just like for 

Columbo, Paul's "one more thing" is the decisive thing.  Because 

thankfulness is the shape of the Christian life. 
  

Thankfulness is the shape of the Christian life.  One of the great creeds from 

the time of the Protestant Reformation—the Heidelberg Catechism from 

1563—captures how thankfulness is the shape of the Christian life.  The 

Heidelberg Catechism is divided into three parts, a simple three-point 

summary of the entire Christian faith.   
  

Point One is entitled “Of Man’s Misery”—that though God created this 

beautiful universe and gave life to human beings who were wonderfully 

made in God's image, we squandered God’s great gifts and decided to do 

things our own way, and fell into the grip of sin.   
  

Point Two is entitled “Of Man’s Redemption”—that God didn’t turn His 

back on us when we turned our backs on Him, but pursued us faithfully and 
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graciously, ultimately becoming one of us in Jesus Christ, living an obedient 

life on our behalf and dying the death of one condemned in our place.   
  

And the third point of the Heidelberg Catechism, the point that answers the 

question, “Well, in light of our misery and our redemption, how then should 

we live?”—the third section is entitled simply, “Thankfulness”.  What is the 

shape of the Christian life?  Thankfulness.  How is a Christian to live?  

Thankfully.  What is the decisive thing about living as Christ's follower?  

Being thankful. 
  

You see, thankfulness is as central to the Christian life as grace is central to 

God’s being.  And we can hear this fundamental relationship a little bit in 

English, in the alliteration of the words “grace” and “gratitude”.  But it’s 

even clearer in Greek.  Our response to God’s grace—to God's charis—is 

thankfulness, eucharistia.  Karl Barth explains it like this: 
 

God’s part in his covenant with us is grace.  Our part of the covenant—the 

only thing, but the one thing which is unconditionally demanded—is that we 

should be thankful.  How can anything else be asked for?  The only answer to 

grace is gratitude.  Grace and gratitude belong together like heaven and earth.  

Grace evokes gratitude like a voice evokes an echo; gratitude follows grace 

like thunder follows lightning.1 
 

*   *   * 
  

And thankfulness is also the decisive thing about stewardship.  Thankfulness 

is the "one more thing" that inspires and motivates and directs our giving.  

It's when we're truly thankful for the blessings God has poured out on us that 

we are re-oriented to share our blessings to support God's work.  As a recent 

new member said in sharing his faith journey, "At Liberty I've come to 

realize that I am ridiculously blessed.  Now I want to share with others." 
  

You see, thankfulness is the "plus one" of stewardship.  We support the 

church financially for all kinds of reasons—out of loyalty, as a way to pay 

                                      
1 Church Dogmatics, IV/1, translated by G.W. Bromiley (Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1956), p. 41. 
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God's blessings forward, out of the privilege of participating in God's work.  

But in addition to all these motivations, thankfulness is the "plus one" of 

stewardship. 
  

Liberty's members and friends have established a track record of financial 

generosity in support our church's mission.  When it comes to our annual 

operating budget, we've always had enough, and even some leftover. 
  

But what if we believed God wanted more than "enough, with some 

leftover."  What if God's dreams for Liberty are bigger than ours? 

 What if we added an adult mission trip that didn't require foreign 

travel? 

 What if we deepened our ministry with young families? 

 What if we maintained this beautiful property in the way it deserves 

instead of constantly deferring maintenance and cutting corners? 

 What if we offered a summer & holiday ministry for our young people 

who are home from college?  
  

We can fund our conviction that God is changing lives at Liberty through a 

stewardship plus one.  The Session invites you this year to prayerfully 

determine your financial support for Liberty in 2016, and then add a "plus 

one"—add a 13th month of giving. 
 

*   *   * 
  

Lieutenant Columbo, after confusing and distracting a murderer with absent-

minded ramblings, would turn to say, "Oh, listen, there's just one more 

thing."  And it was always the decisive thing. 
  

The Apostle Paul, after describing the wardrobe of the Christian, finishes it 

off with just one more thing: "And be thankful."  And it's the decisive thing. 
  

Friends, this stewardship season, we invite you to do one more thing—add a 

"plus one", add a thirteenth month to your 2016 pledge, as a way of 

expressing your gratitude for God's blessings that you've experienced in so 
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many different ways through Liberty.  Because it's a decisively good thing to 

do.  AMEN 
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