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This morning, we’re stepping out of the Long Story Short program.   

• We’ve just read the two defining stories of God saving the Jews from 

slavery in Egypt, and God saving them again by giving them His law. 

• Next week, Becky will pick up preaching on the book of Numbers and 

the 40 years the Jews wandered in the desert on their way to the 

Promised Land. 

• And in two weeks I’ll cover the next chapter—the book of Joshua, 

which describes the Jews taking possession of Palestine. 
  

This morning, I’ve chosen a passage that skips ahead two weeks.  It’s 

from the very end of the book of Joshua—after the Israelites have 

secured and occupied the Promised Land.  And as they are resting from 

their battles, Joshua gives them a brief recap of The Story from Genesis 

through Joshua.  Listen to God’s word from the last chapter of Joshua:  
 

   Then Joshua summoned all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, including their 

elders, leaders, judges, and officers. So they came and presented themselves 

to God. 
   Joshua said to the people, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 

Long ago your ancestors… 

lived beyond the Euphrates River and they worshiped other gods.  But I took 

your ancestor Abraham…and led him into the land of Canaan. I gave him 

many descendants through his son Isaac.  To Isaac I gave Jacob and 

Esau…while Jacob and his children went down into Egypt. 

   “Then I sent Moses and Aaron, and I brought terrible plagues on Egypt; 

and afterward I brought you out as a free people.  And when your ancestors 
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arrived at the Red Sea…I brought the sea crashing down on the Egyptians, 

drowning them.  … Then you lived in the wilderness for many years. 

   “Finally…when you crossed the Jordan River and came to Jericho, the men 

of Jericho fought against you, as did the Amorites, the Perizzites, the 

Canaanites, the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.  But I 

gave you victory over them. … I gave you land you had not worked on, I gave 

you towns you did not build….I gave you vineyards and olive groves for food, 

though you did not plant them. 

   “Therefore, fear the LORD and serve him wholeheartedly.  Put away forever 

the idols your ancestors worshiped when they lived…in Egypt.  Serve the 

LORD alone.  But if you refuse to serve the LORD, then choose today whom you 

will serve. … As for me and my family, we will serve the LORD.” 
 

As I said, Joshua gives a summary of everything that’s happened so far.  

And the question is: Why is Joshua reciting this history?  It’s a story 

everybody knows.  Joshua doesn’t offer any new bits of information or give 

a new interpretation of the story.  Everybody knows this by heart.  So why is 

Joshua reciting this history?  He’s reciting it as a basis for action. 
 

You see, this is one of the basic dynamics we find throughout the Bible.  

To use terms from your middle school grammar class, it’s the “indicative-

imperative” dynamic.  “Indicative” —indicative is the “mood” of a verb, 

which indicates a description of action or a description of the way things are.  

For example, in the sentence, “Billy goes to the store”, “goes” is in the 

present tense, it’s in the active voice, and it’s in the indicative mood—the 

verb “to go” in this sentence is describing something that is happening.  But 

keeping the exact same words and just changing the mood of the verb from 

the indicative to the imperative, we get a whole new sentence: “Billy, go to 

the store!”  “To go” is still in the present tense and the active voice, but now 

the mood of the verb has changed from indicative to imperative—the 

meaning has changed from a description of action to a command for action. 
 

The first 13 verses of Joshua 24 are written in the indicative—they 

describe The Story of God’s faithfulness to Israel, how God called Abraham 

and led him to a new land and how God blessed Abraham with descendants 
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through Isaac and Jacob.  And when the Jews became enslaved under 

Pharaoh, God saved them through the Red Sea, and led them through the 

wilderness, and brought them safely into possession of the Promised Land.  

That’s the indicative part of The Story—Joshua describes who God is and 

what He’s done for His people.   
 

But in verse 14, Joshua switches from the indicative to the imperative—

he changes from description to command.  “Therefore” Joshua says.  In light 

of who God is, in light of his constant faithfulness to us, in light of what God 

has done— “Therefore: worship the Lord and serve him wholeheartedly.”  

Joshua charges the Jews to serve God with all of their hearts and to put away 

the distraction and deception of idols.  He concludes: “Choose today whom 

you will serve.”  And the people rise to Joshua’s challenge: 
 

 “We would never abandon the LORD and serve other gods.  For the LORD our 

God is the one who rescued us…from slavery in the land of Egypt. He 

performed mighty miracles before our very eyes. As we traveled through the 

wilderness among our enemies, he preserved us.  It was the LORD who drove 

out the…nations living here in the land.  Therefore we, too, will serve the 

LORD, for he alone is our God.” 
 

This “indicative-imperative” dynamic is basic to the Bible’s story. 
 

*   *   * 
  

We’re reading through the Bible this year focusing on The Big Story, which 

helps us to think about our own lives as a story—a faith story.  Many of you, 

when you joined Liberty Church, shared your faith journey—maybe it was 

the first time you ever thought about your life as the story of your 

relationship with God.  And this story framework also helps us as a church.  

Where is Liberty in God’s story?  Or better: What chapter in the story of 

God’s love affair with Liberty Church are in we right now? 
  

Well, let’s recap some earlier chapters of Liberty’s story.  For those of you 

who joined Liberty back in the 1970s, it was different time and a different 

story.  The “indicative” of Liberty’s story back then was that it was a 
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relatively typical Presbyterian church.  But when Liberty called David 

Redding to be its pastor in 1974, there came a new imperative: the charge to 

go deeper, to develop an active faith in a very present God. 
  

For those of you who joined Liberty in the 1980s, the indicative of Liberty’s 

story was the wider church world that was experimenting with new things, 

especially with worship and music.  The imperative: therefore, develop a 

worship style that connects with modern people and those who are new to 

church. 
  

If you joined Liberty in the 1990s, the indicative was obvious: Liberty 

Church was fast-growing, and two Sunday morning services in the re-

configured old church couldn’t seat everyone who was coming.  And so the 

imperative: therefore, build the Barn. 
  

For those of you who joined Liberty in the 2000s, the indicative was an 

expansion of Liberty’s slogan: “Come as you are … but don’t remain as you 

came.”  And so the imperative was to expand outside our walls in mission 

and “build a lifetime of discipleship”. 
  

If you joined Liberty when Becky & I arrived in 2006, the indicative was 

this: Liberty was straining under space—we didn’t have enough space, to the 

point that one Sunday school class was meeting in the ladies’ room!  And it 

was straining under financial restrictions—8% of the budget (almost 

$100,000) went towards paying off the debt on the Barn.  And so the 

imperative was clear: we launched the “Forward in Faith” campaign, raising 

$2.2 million to invest in our children by building by the Carriage House and 

to pay off the Barn mortgage. 
  

And those of you who joined in 2014 walked into the chapter of our story 

where we were no longer fitting—not in the Barn, not in the parking lot, not 

in the Carriage House.  Therefore, the imperative was “make room for 

others”—and we went to our current 9:00 and 11:00 Sunday morning 

schedule. 
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*   *   * 
  

What about today?  Where are we in the story of Liberty Church?  Well, the 

indicative is this—Liberty Church is in a very good place. 

• Liberty is a church that is centered on the good news of Jesus Christ—

our worship, our ministries, our missions are all centered in Jesus. 

• Liberty continues to grow. 

• Liberty’s continues to serve the Lord with excellence.   

• Liberty is in great shape financially. 

• And, most importantly—God is changing lives at Liberty.  Let me 

read you some testimonies:  

o "Liberty has introduced me to people of genuine faith and 

commitment to God that I had never experienced before, having 

been raised with no church and no faith until I sought it out for 

myself."  

o  “The love and prayers we received during a very difficult time for 

our family were amazing.  Liberty members are a true blessing."  

o "I know my children are getting an A+ in spiritual education at 

Liberty!" 

o "When I first starting worshipping here, I had a deep personal 

wound in my life.  But my heart has been healed at Liberty." 

o And the one in today’s bulletin: “I just want to say how much 

Liberty has changed our lives.  My husband and I both have grown 

up in the church, but with almost every class, study and sermon at 

Liberty we find ourselves learning something new and challenging 

for our faith journey.  I love that Liberty continues to teach me 

things and help me grow in my faith.  I am so blessed to have 

found this church.” 
  

*   *   * 
  

But here’s the catch: the temptation for a successful church is to coast.  

Things are going well, everything is good, so let’s just keep keeping on.   
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When Becky and I arrived at our New Jersey church in 1993, it was 

finishing up an outstanding interim study called “Your Church and its 

Mission”—YCAIM.  At the end of the interim pastor period, YCAIM 

required the Session to develop a set of five-year goals: tangible, measurable 

goals that charted the church’s aspirations.  And the Session set very 

aspirational goals: increase attendance 25%, increase church school 15%, 

increase giving 20%, increase hands-on mission projects.  And due to God’s 

grace and dedicated members, we blew through all these goals before the 

five years were up. 
  

But YCAIM wouldn’t let us coast.  It called for a new set of five-year goals 

once the first five years had passed.  And so, in 1998, we set up a committee 

to come up with new goals.  The committee interviewed members, took 

surveys, held home meetings, crunched data.  And this was the report it 

presented to Session: “Stay the Course”.  It was an epic coasting moment.  

No new goals, no new ventures, no faith-stretching ideas—just keep on 

keeping on. 
  

I tell you that story to tell you this: God is not calling Liberty Church to 

“coast”.  God never calls his Church to coast.  If the indicative of Liberty’s 

story right now is “things are going really well”, then the imperative is this: 

it’s time for us to renew. 
  

You see, I believe God is calling us right now to take all the things that are 

great about Liberty and revitalize them, re-energize them, renew them.  I 

believe God is calling us to renew our worship and our music, renew our 

missions and our youth ministry, renew our discipleship and our children’s 

work.  I believe God is calling us to renew our fellowship and our 

involvement and our commitment.  It’s time to Renew our church, our faith, 

and ourselves. 
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*   *   * 
  

Over the next four weeks, you will be hearing a lot about the RENEW 

initiative.  The RENEW booklet you received in the mail describes the 

facility challenges which are hampering our ministry and which need critical 

attention—re-siding the Barn, responding to the County’s plan to put five 

lanes of Home Road in front of us, our desire to invest in our youth, a plan to 

create needed adult meeting space by completely renovating the aptly named 

“Old Hall”, and a dozen smaller projects from parking lot lighting to new 

bench cushions to connecting to natural gas.  And, not least, raising game-

changing mission dollars – some $190,000—to make a decisive difference 

for St. John’s His Place food ministry and for Delaware County’s new 

domestic violence shelter.   
  

In order for RENEW to be successful, it will require the commitment of 

each one of us to renew our church, our faith, ourselves—and to renew our 

generosity.  Specifically: 

• Think about what you’re giving now to support Liberty financially. 

• Prayerfully and seriously consider increasing that generously in both 

2018 and 2019 so that this chapter in Liberty’s story will be one of its 

best. 
 

*   *   * 
  

Friends, it always comes back to the indicative-imperative dynamic.  Joshua 

assembled Israel at Shechem and re-told the story of all the God had done 

for them.  Therefore, Joshua charged them, re-commit yourselves to serving 

God. 
  

And Liberty’s story continues to be one of growth and making room for 

growth—building the Barn, building the Carriage House, going to two 

services.  And it’s a time to resist the temptation to coast.  Therefore, God is 

calling us to renew: 
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• Renew our facilities to keep pace with our ministry 

• Renew our generosity  

• Renew our church, our faith, ourselves 
 

Because at all times and in all places, to renew our life in God is nothing but 

good news.  AMEN 
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