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“What do you really want?”  It’s one of the big questions of life. 

• “What do you really want?” is the question facing many 22-year-olds, now that they’ve 

graduated from college and are deciding on careers. 

• “What do you really want?” is the question many couples deal with as they struggle in 

their marriages, still adjusting to each other after all these years as their life situation 

changes. 

• “What do you really want?” is the classic mid-life question, prompting the classic mid-

life crisis: “I’ve been doing this for some twenty years now.  Is this what I want to be 

doing for another twenty years?  Is this my niche or have I dug myself into a rut?  What 

do I really want?” 
 

*   *   * 

“What do you really want?” is also the question posed by our Scripture passage this morning.  

Listen to God’s word from The Acts of the Apostles, chapter 3: 
 

   Peter and John went to the Temple one afternoon to take part in the three o’clock prayer service.  

As they approached the Temple, a man lame from birth was being carried in.  Each day he was put 

beside the Temple gate, the one called the Beautiful Gate, so he could beg from the people going 

into the Temple.  When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for some money. 

   Peter and John looked at him intently, and Peter said, “Look at us!” The lame man looked at them 

eagerly, expecting some money.  But Peter said, “I don’t have any silver or gold for you.  But I’ll 

give you what I have. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, get up and walk!”  Then Peter 

stretched out his hand to the man.  
 

This event takes place during Week Ten in the life of the brand-new Christian Church.  Jesus 

has been crucified and resurrected, the Spirit has been poured out on the disciples in Jerusalem 

on Pentecost, and the new community of believers has banded together.  And one day, two of 

the apostles, Peter and John, head off – as the observant Jews they still are – to join the 

afternoon prayers in the Temple in Jerusalem. 
  

They enter the Temple and head for the Court of Israel, passing first through the Court of the 

Gentiles.  And as they approach the second gate, which divides the Court of the Gentiles from 

the Court of the Women, Peter and John see a lame man.  It turns out that the Beautiful Gate is 

this man’s spot.  He can’t walk, and so he’s a beggar, and every day he’s carried to this spot by 

his friends, and every evening he’s carted back home.  You know exactly what this looks like – 

you’ve passed people begging for money, looking pretty ragged. 
  

So, as Peter and John are passing this guy’s spot, he calls to them, as he calls to everyone, 

“Please, can you spare some change?”  Now, Peter and John’s dilemma is different from our 

dilemma.  Our dilemma, when approaching a beggar, is sorting through our mixture of 

emotions – pity, discomfort, guilt, judgment, fear, charity, politics.  And we do what we do – 

sometimes we give a little, sometimes we give a lot, most times we walk by without making eye 
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contact.  But this isn’t Peter and John’s dilemma – they don’t have any money to give.  This is 

only Week Ten in the life of the new church – they haven’t come up yet with things like 

“Apostles Expense Accounts.” 
  

Peter and John don’t have any money, but they do make eye contact with the beggar – serious 

eye contact.  “Look at us!” Peter commands the lame man.  And he does, assuming they’re 

going to toss some coins into his cup. 
  

And then Peter says: “I don’t have any silver or gold for you.  But I’ll give you what I have. In 

the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, get up and walk!”  And Peter stretches out his hand to the 

lame man. 
 

*   *   * 
  

What do you suppose is going through this guy’s mind?  Because this is not the typical response 

he gets on an average day in his prime spot at the Beautiful Gate.   

• He’s been given money before. 

• He’s also very used to the no-eye-contact move. 

• He’s been given both encouraging and insulting advice. 

• He’s been blessed and cursed.   

• Once someone gave him a chicken!   

But no one’s ever made him an offer like Peter’s. 
  

On the face of it, it’s an offer you can’t refuse.  If Peter is just some jerk who wants to make fun 

of him, what’s the big deal?  The lame man is not particularly proud of his life as it is, he’s able 

to handle a little more humiliation.  If the downside is simply being laughed at, the lame man 

has experienced much worse than that. 
  

And the upside is too good to be true – being healed, being made whole, having his life put 

back together – being able to walk.  There’s no reason why the lame man should think that 

Peter and John have the power to make him walk, but what’s the risk in trying? 
  

And yet, my bet is that, as he decides whether to take Peter’s outstretched hand, the lame man 

comes face-to-face with the critical question: “What do I really want?”  Every day up until that 

moment, the lame man knew exactly what he wanted: 

• He wanted a good flow of traffic 

• He wanted a good percentage of the traffic to have some compassion 

• He wanted a good percentage of the compassionate people to have some generosity and 

the means with which to be generous 
 

Because the lame man has had days when he thought he’d gotten everything he could possibly 

hope for – a full cup, enough money so that he could be well-fed, that he could even skip a few 

days begging at the Temple, a few days where he wasn’t completely at the mercy of other 

people.  If you had asked him that morning, “What do you really want?”, he would have told 

you, “I want one of those kinds of days.” 
  



 3 

Of course, he also really wants to walk.  But it’s pointless to want something you can’t have.  

You’ve got to adjust yourself to reality, you’ve got to play the cards you’ve been dealt, you’ve 

got to live within the limits of the situation you find yourself in. 
  

And so, as Peter is standing there with his hand outstretched, with John staring him right in the 

eyes, the lame man asks himself a hard question: “What do I really want?   

• Wouldn’t it be easier just to let these two guys slip on by and wait for some other folks 

who’ll give me some money?   

• Isn’t it simpler to let this outlandish offer pass me by, and just keep plugging along?   

• Because, what would it mean for me if it really happened, if these guys can heal me, if I 

could walk again?  If would mean everything about my life would be completely 

changed, everything would be utterly new.   
  

“Is that what I really want?” 
  

*   *   * 
   

What do you really want?  When you got up this morning, and got washed and dressed, and 

loaded the family in the car and started driving over to 7080 Olentangy River Road, what were 

you coming for?  What do you really want?   

• Did you come because – well, that’s what you do on Sunday mornings? 

• Did you come because there was nothing better to do? 

• Did you come because you wanted something for your children, or for your spouse? 

• Did you come to hang out with your friends? 
  

Is that what you really want from God?  Or better, is that all you want from God?  Because if 

that’s all you want, then you don’t really want God.  If that’s all you expect from the Gospel, 

then it’s like the lame man saying to Peter, “No thanks, I’d rather have cash.” 
   

You see, “What do you really want?” asks fundamental questions of our spiritual lives: 

• Do we want to know the redeeming power of God in our lives – or do we only want some 

little things, some spare change, some help around the margins? 

• Do we want the sure sense of being grounded, of standing on a rock, that whatever comes 

our way we won’t be shaken – or do we simply want a little bit of peace? 

• Do we want our actions and our thoughts and our words to be claimed by the God who is 

holy in His love and loving in His holiness – or do we simply want to be told what’s right 

and wrong? 

• Do we want to know deep within our souls why we have been given life, and what our 

lives are about, and what will happen when our lives are over – or do we just want some 

guidance for the coming week? 

• Do we want to experience the incomparable security of God’s grace, that He knows us 

through and through and yet He still loves us through and through – or do we simply 

want some encouragement? 

• Do we want to be saved, to be healed, to be made whole – or do we only want some help 

to get through the day? 
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*   *   * 
   

Friends, through this passage, God is saying, “Look at me!  Here is what I have to offer you.”  

And He’s not reaching into His pocket to toss us some spare change – He’s stretching out His 

hand to us. 
   

And that’s an unsettling thought.  Because we know – we know – that if we receive what God 

offers us, then everything will be completely different, completely transformed, utterly new.  

We know – we know – that if we take God’s hand, He’s never going to let us go.  This won’t be 

something we can pick up and put down as we please – this is for keeps. 
   

And so the question is – What do you really want?  Is it true that all you want from God is a 

little help, a little support, a little guidance, a little grace?  Or do you want to know the saving 

power of the God who raised Jesus Christ from the dead and who poured out His Holy Spirit on 

the Church? 

 Because if that’s what you really want – because if you were to take God’s outstretched 

hand – then, just like for the lame man, it would be “wonder and amazement”, it would be 

“walking and leaping and praising God.”1  AMEN 
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1 Acts 3:8-10  

   Then Peter took the lame man by the right hand and helped him up. And as he did, the man’s feet and ankles were instantly healed and 

strengthened. He jumped up, stood on his feet, and began to walk! Then, walking, leaping, and praising God, he went into the Temple with 

them. 

   All the people saw him walking and heard him praising God. When they realized he was the lame beggar they had seen so often at the 

Beautiful Gate, they were absolutely astounded!  They all rushed out in amazement to Solomon’s Colonnade, where the man was holding 

tightly to Peter and John. 

 


