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The single worst Christian song I have ever heard is called, “If I Had a Little White Box.” 
  

It’s simply terrible.  I’ve only heard it once.  Back when I was at our church in New Jersey, I 

was on a summer youth mission trip with our youth group.  It was a large mission project – 

there were about 300 kids participating.  And every evening there was a large group meeting 

– lots of singing along with a talk. 
  

On Day Three, a youth group of about 12 kids took the stage – they had a song they wanted 

to share with the rest of us.  I don’t know who gave them the OK, but they stood there in a 

line, and sang this song – hand motions included: 
  

If I had a little white box to put my Jesus in 

 I’d take him out and hug him tight a nd share him with my friends. 

 But if I had a little black box to put the devil in 

 I’d take him out and SMASH HIS FACE then put him back again.  HEY! 
  

It’s kind of hard to know where to begin discussing how awful this song is.  Lyrically, 

musically, theologically, this song is a train wreck.  But if I had to offer one critique – just 

one – I’d go with this: what could be more heretical, more blasphemous, than the idea, the 

desire, the thought, that we could put God in a box?  God doesn’t live in a box, especially a 

box we’ve made for Him, no matter what color the box might be.  Because God is always 

bigger than our boxes. 
  

 

*   *   * 
   

 

Today we continue our look at the “Names of Jesus” by looking at the title “Christ”. 
   

Of all the titles we’ve looked at, you have to concede that this title is the big winner.  Jesus 

is the Christ – it’s by far the most common name for Jesus, starting in the New Testament 

and continuing throughout the Church’s history. 
   

In fact, “Christ” is such a familiar title for Jesus that we say it like it’s his last name.  Jesus 

Christ.  Jesus H. Christ, as some people phrase it.  If Jesus has gotten married and had kids, 

we assume their names would be Billy and Susie Christ. 
   

But Christ isn’t Jesus’ last name.  Just like the other names we’ve been looking at – Lord, 

Emmanuel, Word, Rabbi – Christ is a title that describes who Jesus is.  But here’s the 

surprising thing – although Christ is the most widely-used title for Jesus, it’s also the most 

narrowly-focused of all of Jesus’ names.   
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 “Christ” is the anglicized form of the Greek word christos.  And christos is the Greek 

translation of the Hebrew word meshiach – which we anglicize as “messiah”.  And both of 

these words – the Hebrew “messiah” and the Greek “Christ” – are translated into English as 

“the anointed one”.  
   

So, what does it mean to call Jesus “the Anointed One”?  The Old Testament background for 

anointing has to do with kings – when a new king began his reign, part of the coronation 

ceremony was that the king was anointed with oil by the chief priest.  So, to say that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Anointed One, is to say that Jesus is king.  

 
 

*   *   * 
  

 

Here’s my first point: if Jesus is the Christ, if he is the Messiah, it means specifically that 

Jesus is king of the Jews.  Because Jesus wasn’t a generic human being; Jesus was a Jew. 
   

Now, we know this, that Jesus was Jewish.  But it’s amazing how easily we forget this fact.  

Especially on a day like Palm Sunday.  Because Palm Sunday isn’t a generic story – 

everything about Palm Sunday is 100% Jewish:   
  

On Palm Sunday, Jesus enters Jerusalem.  This isn’t some generic city.  Jerusalem is the 

capital of Israel.  Jerusalem is where the Temple is, the earthly location of God’s presence, 

the place where sacrifices are made for atonement. 
  

And when Jesus enters Jerusalem, he’s riding on a donkey.  This isn’t some generic 

transportation.  Jesus rides on a donkey because Zechariah prophesied, in the passage that 

was for us earlier:  
Rejoice, O people of Jerusalem!  

Behold, your king is coming to you. 

    He is righteous and victorious,  

    yet he’s humble, riding on a donkey (Zechariah 9:9) 
  

And when Jesus enters Jerusalem on the prophesied donkey, the people greet him, not with a 

generic “hip-hip-hooray”, but they greet him with words that are 100% Jewish, shouting 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!”  David wasn’t some generic king, he was Israel’s greatest 

king, with whose descendants God made an everlasting covenant.  So to shout “Hosanna to 

the Son of David!” is specifically to say, “Here is the Messiah, the royal descendent of King 

David, coming to deliver us from our enemies and re-establish God’s rule in Israel.” 
  

The story of Palm Sunday is an entirely Jewish story.  Having lived for nearly 600 years 

under the oppression of pagan empires – Babylonians then Persians then Greeks then 

Syrians and finally Rome – on Palm Sunday, the Jews of Jerusalem break into shouts 

because here he comes, in the flesh, the long-awaited Messiah, the descendent of King 

David, who will restore justice and righteousness and true worship to Israel, who will throw 

off the yoke of the imperialist Roman pagans, and who will usher in a time of peace and 

prosperity in this land of milk and honey.   
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But it’s not just Palm Sunday.  As the story of Holy Week goes on, it continues to be an 

entirely Jewish story.   
  

After Jesus teaches in the Temple for three days, and after Jesus celebrates the Passover with 

his disciples, the Jewish authorities accuse him of being a heretic, a blasphemer, a pretend 

Messiah.  So, they take Jesus to the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, for sentencing.  When 

Pilate makes it clear he’s not interested in the inter-religious squabbling of Jews, the priests 

emphasize the central point of Jesus’ claim to be the Messiah – he’s claiming to be the long-

promised Jewish king who will rid Israel of its pagan occupiers.  And that gets Pilate’s 

attention.  And so he signs off on Jesus’ execution. 
   

And when Jesus gets to Golgotha, the Roman soldiers crucify him, and they also 
  

fastened a sign above Jesus’ head, announcing the charge against him.  It read: “This is Jesus, 

the King of the Jews.” (Matthew 27:37) 
  

That’s my first point: the story of Holy Week is a Jewish story told by Jewish people about 

the Jewish hope for a Jewish king who is the Messiah. 
  

 

*   *   * 

 
  

But here’s my second point: you can’t keep God in a box.  Because on Easter Sunday, Jesus 

rises from the dead.   

  

Of all the Jewish hopes about the Messiah, none of them included a crucifixion or a 

resurrection.  It wasn’t part of the story that the Messiah would be hung on a cross, and it 

was even more inconceivable that the Messiah would return from the dead.  So when the 

disciples encounter the risen Messiah, their understanding of what it means to be the 

Messiah needs radical re-thinking.  And the risen Jesus provides it for them.  In the forty 

days between Jesus’ resurrection and his ascension, Jesus takes the disciples through the 

Scriptures again, providing them with an outside-the-box interpretation of the meaning of 

the Messiah: 
  

• Such that now, the crucifixion isn’t seen as the martyrdom of a potential Messiah, 

because the cross is revealed to be the ultimate offering, the final sacrifice, God 

Himself providing the decisive means for the forgiveness of sins.   
  

• Such that now, hope isn’t for the establishment a new Davidic kingdom in the land of 

Israel, because the resurrection reveals that the Messiah’s kingdom is unbounded by 

time and space, and that what the Messiah brings is the saving gift of eternal life.   
  

Jesus gives the disciples a bigger box. 
  

 

*   *   * 
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But it still isn’t big enough. 
   

The first Christian converts are Jews, Jews who come to faith in Jesus, embracing the 

astonishing re-definition of what it means to be the Messiah.  But then Gentiles – non-Jews, 

pagans – start believing in the Messiah.  And the Holy Spirit reveals to the early church an 

equally astonishing re-definition of who God’s people are – it’s no longer just the Jews.  

God’s people now includes everyone, even Gentiles.  It’s time for a bigger box. 
   

Now, if the early church had employed a marketing team, they would have intervened at this 

point and said: “It’s time to lose the Messiah title.  The whole Messiah schtick – it’s just too 

Jewish.  Just translating it into Greek as “Christ” isn’t enough.  If you want to appeal to a 

broader audience, if you want to connect with Gentiles, you need to change the vocabulary, 

come up with a different title.  Go with ‘Jesus Savior’ – that’s right on point.  Or go with 

‘Jesus Son of God’ – that’s something Gentiles can relate to.”   
  

But the early Christians don’t re-package their message.  They preach Jesus to pagans, 

proclaiming him as the Christ.  And against all probability, the Gentiles believe.  What had 

always been a specific, focused and national message has now become the universal, 

unlimited and inclusive Gospel.  God’s story still begins with the Jews, but now it’s broken 

out of the box – the good news of Jesus Messiah is for everyone. 
  

This is precisely what blows the mind of the Apostle Paul.  Paul is a Jew through and 

through, and he believes in the specific, focused and national hope for the Jewish Messiah.  

But when Paul comes face-to-face with the risen Jesus on the road to Damascus, he not only 

re-orients Paul’s faith.  Jesus also commissions Paul, sending him out into the Mediterranean 

world to preach the good news of the Messiah to the Gentiles. And Paul never gets over how 

amazing God’s grace is: 
  

   Don’t forget that you Gentiles used to be outsiders.  You were called “uncircumcised 

heathens” by us Jews ….  In those days you were…excluded from citizenship among the people 

of Israel, and you didn’t know the covenant promises God had made to them.  You lived in this 

world without God and without hope.   

   But now you have been united with Messiah Jesus.  Once you were far away from God, but 

now you have been brought near to him through the blood of the Messiah. … So now you 

Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners.  You are citizens along with God’s chosen 

people.  You are members of God’s family. (Ephesians 2:11-13, 19) 
  

 

*   *   * 

 
   

Let me bring this home.  All Christians, everywhere, call Jesus the Christ, the Messiah, even 

though it’s an entirely Jewish title, referencing a narrowly-focused hope that was completely 

reoriented by Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection.  Long ago, the church should have dropped 

this dated, ethnic, in-house title for its Lord.  But the church didn’t do that – Jesus is still 

confessed as Christ by every Christian on earth.  Because when we affirm Jesus as Christ, 

here’s what we’re affirming: we can’t box God in.  Every time we confess Jesus as Christ, 
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we witness to the fact that, again and again, God surprises us by breaking out of our boxes.  

Because God is always bigger than we can imagine. 
   

Which is good news for each of us – whatever challenge we’re facing or whatever dilemma 

we find ourselves in, God is always bigger than we think: 

• God is stronger than we think  

• God is more forgiving than we think 

• God is kinder than we think  

• God is more patient than we think  

• God is more gracious than we think.  
  

Whatever box you’ve put God in, He’s bigger than that, He’s better than that, because He’s 

God.  And it’s God’s thing to break out of boxes.   
  

 

*   *   * 

 
   

Who is Jesus?  Jesus is the Christ.  An ancient title whose original meaning reminds us that 

we can never confine God, we can never circumscribe His limits, we can never box God in.  

And that’s good news.  AMEN  
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