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Even as adults, it’s hard not to get a little excited about the gifts we’ll be 

opening on Christmas morning.  But here’s the thing – we’re excited about 

getting specific gifts, not generic gifts. 
  

We make this clear when we communicate our Christmas requests.  Back in 

October, I didn’t say to Becky, “I’d like a new golf driver for Christmas”, 

because I didn’t want Becky to go out and buy me a generic driver.  What I 

said was this: “I would like a TaylorMade M4 D-Type driver with a regular 

flex graphite shaft and 9.5 degrees loft – specifically.”  And you can be sure 

that Becky has never said to me, “Honey, I’d love it if you’d pick me out a 

dress for Christmas, something casual but fancy I can wear when we go out 

– surprise me!”  No.  The gifts we’re anticipating on Christmas morning are 

specific gifts, not generic gifts. 
  

I learned to ski when I was in 7th grade, and as I became a regular skier my 

parents would give me one or two ski-related gifts every Christmas.  They 

gave me my first pair of skis – a pair of navy blue Head 240s with Cubco 

bindings (remember, this was half a century ago, back when kids knew how 

to play “Chopsticks”!). 
  

By the time I entered high school years, my expectations for my skiing 

experience had expanded.  Yes, it was fun to ski, and it was rewarding to 

continue to improve my skills.  But wouldn’t it be even better if skiing 

improved my interactions with the opposite sex? 
  

Here was my plan.  The best American skier at that time was Billy Kidd.  

Billy had won a gold medal in the slalom/downhill combined at the 1970 
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World Championships.  For American skiers, Billy Kidd was the bomb.  

And he dressed cool, too – check it out.1  You see how wicked cool that is?  

It’s an American flag ski sweater–you’ve got the red dominating the 

sweater, then the bold white chest stripe, and the blue shoulders with white 

stars. 
  

So this was my 16-year-old plan: If I wore a Billy Kidd American flag 

sweater, and I skied down the slopes putting on my slalom moves, I would 

be a babe magnet. 
  

So I asked my folks: “For Christmas, I would really like an American flag 

ski sweater, just like the one that Billy Kidd wears”–I even asked for the 

matching cap.  Well, it turned out this request got farmed out to Aunt Betty 

and Uncle John.  And, apparently, something got lost in the translation.  

Because when Christmas morning came, and I opened up the box – it was a 

ski sweater, it was an American flag ski sweater, but it wasn’t the specific 

one I had asked for.2  No.  It was a navy sweater with a mid-size American 

flag on the front.  And it wasn’t even wool; it was acrylic.  And it had that 

whole “my grandmother knitted this” vibe to it.   
 

Now, if you had asked me, “John, did you get an American flag ski 

sweater for Christmas?”, I would have had to say, “Yes”.  But it was a 

generic American flag ski sweater, not the specific American flag ski 

sweater I was hoping for. 
 

*   *   * 
  

Our Scripture passage this morning is both the most majestic of all 

Christmas passages and yet, at the same time, the most down-to-earth.  

Listen to God’s word from the opening of The Gospel of John: 

                                        
1https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billy_Kidd#/media/File:Billy_Kidd_skier_1970.jpg  
2https://www.google.com/search?q=american+flag+sweaters&rlz=1C1NHXL_enUS821US821&source=lnms&tbm=is

ch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwii1PyZu4TfAhXrs1kKHYlYAcoQ_AUIDygC&biw=1408&bih=772#imgrc=6u76wIDC_SN

szM 
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In the beginning the Word already existed. 

    The Word was with God, 

    and the Word was God. 

He existed in the beginning with God. 

God created everything through him, 

    and nothing was created except through him. 

The Word gave life to everything that was created,  

    and his life brought light to everyone. 

The light shines in the darkness, 

    and the darkness can never extinguish it. … 

And the Word became flesh and made his home among us.  He was full of 

unfailing love and faithfulness.  And we have seen his glory, the glory of the 

Father’s one and only Son. 

When Jesus’ followers decided to write down the story of Jesus’s life, the 

first question they faced was, “Where do you begin?  Where do you start the 

story of Jesus?”   

• Mark, the earliest gospel, takes the functional approach – he begins 

his Jesus story with the appearance of John the Baptist, the prophet 

who prepared the way for Jesus.   

• Luke starts further back – he begins with the miraculous conception of 

John the Baptist, as well as telling the story of Jesus’ birth in 

Bethlehem.   

• Matthew starts even further back – he opens his Gospel with Jesus’ 

genealogy, tracing Jesus’ heritage back through King David all the 

way to Abraham. 

But John takes the prize.  When John decides to tell the story of Jesus, he 

decides to start at the beginning – the very beginning.  And so his Gospel 

begins:  
 

In the beginning was the Word. 

    The Word was with God, 

    and the Word was God. 

He existed in the beginning with God. 
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God created everything through him, 

    and nothing was created except through him. 
 

John starts his Gospel pedal to the metal with this soaring declaration that 

Jesus is fully divine. 
  

But John is no fool – he understands people.  And he knows that each one of 

us, when it comes to God, has a decided preference for the generic, not the 

specific.  That is, all of us are tempted, all of the time, to think about God in 

general, abstract, vague terms: God is love, God is light, God is peace, God 

is kind.  And while all of these affirmations are true, none of them is 

generically true.  Because God is not a generic God.  God is a specific God.  

God is as God is–not how we imagine Him to be or how we’d prefer Him to 

be.   
  

And in John’s version of Christmas, he moves from the generic to the 

specific so fast it makes our head spin: “In the beginning was the Word, and 

the Word was with God and the Word was God … And the Word became 

flesh and lived among us.” 
  

 “The Word became flesh.”  Of all the impossible truths of Christmas, this 

might be the most impossible of them all.  Because John is placing right at 

the center of his understanding of the gospel that the eternal, sovereign, 

creator God came to life on earth.  And he didn’t come to earth as a 

“generic” human being, but as a specific human being.  A very specific 

human being.  The Word became flesh. 
  

*   *   * 
   

You see, John is trying to communicate here both the immensity of the 

eternal God and – at the same time – the shocking specificity of the Son of 

God.  Right at the beginning of his Gospel, John insists that, whenever he 

talks about God, he’s not talking about some imagined Being in the sky, but 

he’s talking about this individual, this man, this specific guy.  That if we 

think it’s presumptuous that our limited human minds can comprehend God, 
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John says it’s more blasphemous to think that we can’t, because God came 

to us in the flesh, living this specific life.   
   

Isn’t this the exact same language we use when someone comes up with a 

great idea that has possibilities but is kind of vague?  We say, “That sounds 

good – but let’s flesh it out.  Let’s think this through in detail, let’s move 

from the abstract to the specific.  Let’s flesh it out.”  And that’s exactly what 

God did at Christmas – he took this whole generic “God idea” and fleshed it 

out.   
  

*   *   * 
   

In other words, at Christmas, God got specific.  And that’s hard for us to 

deal with in, for at least two reasons. 
   

First, it’s hard for us to deal with the specificity of God’s revelation of 

Himself at Christmas in Jesus Christ because Jesus said some really hard 

things.  I’m not talking about the things that are hard to understand, or even 

the things that are hard to do.  Just some very hard, very specific things: 
•  “I tell you the truth, if you had faith even as small as a mustard seed, you could 

say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it would move.  Nothing 

would be impossible.” (Matt 17:20) 

• “Healthy people don’t need a doctor — sick people do. I have come to call not 

those who are living right, but those who are sinners.” (Mark 2:17) 

• “Who is my mother? Who are my brothers? ... Anyone who does God’s will is my 

mother and brother.” (Mark 3:35) 

• “To those who listen to my teaching, more understanding will be given.  But for 

those who are not listening, even what little understanding they have will be taken 

away from them.” (Mark 4:25) 

•  “If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It’s better to enter eternal life with only 

one hand than to go into the fires of hell with two.” (Mark 9:43) 
  

You see, if we have generic faith in a generic God, we can airbrush these 

words out, push them to the margins, ignore them.  But the impossible truth 

of Christmas includes the fact that the Word who became flesh revealed 

God’s truth in very specific words. 



 6 

   

And second, it’s hard for us to deal with the specificity of God’s revelation 

of Himself at Christmas in Jesus Christ because He specifically came to be 

our savior.  That’s specifically what the angels told the shepherds: 
  

Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 

all people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which 

is Christ the Lord.   (Luke 2:10-11) 
  

And, truth be told, we’re not really sure that we need to be “saved”.  Sure, 

we could use a hand up.  Of course, we could use some tips on how to live 

better.  And sometimes our lives get stuck and we could use some assistance.  

And a generic God can handle all of that. 
   

But, at Christmas, the true God came as our savior.  Which means that 

however we understand our situation, the truth is that unless God makes a 

saving intervention, we’re stuck, we’re clueless, we’re helpless, we’re lost. 
   

You see, we need more than a little push in the direction of a generic 

salvation.  What God revealed when he took on flesh in Jesus Christ is that 

we are so lost that it took everything God has in order to save us.  That while 

God is the Almighty One who created the universe, that was just snapping 

fingers compared to the job of saving us.  Because in order to save us, it took 

the Word-made-flesh giving all of himself – all the way to death, all the way 

to death on a cross.  The impossible truth of Christmas is that it reveals that 

our salvation cost God everything. 
  

*   *   * 
   

But more than being a challenging word, the fact that God came to us at 

Christmas specifically in Jesus Christ is good news.  Because a generic faith 

in a generic God can only have a generic impact on us.  But we don’t have 

generic problems or generic challenges or generic pain.  We have specific 

needs: 

• Some of us are struggling in a relationship.  And it isn’t a generic 

relationship with a generic person, but it is a dramatically specific 
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problem with a singularly specific person, and we need specific 

healing to make it right. 

• Some of us are struggling with sin.  And it’s not some generic sin but 

it’s a powerfully specific sin, and it’s eating away at us, and we need 

specific forgiveness and restoration. 

• And for some of us, the horizon of death is in our range of vision, and 

we don’t need some generic word that “all things must pass”, but we 

need a specific hope about life beyond death. 
   

*   *   * 
  

The old saying goes, “The devil is in the details.”  But the impossible truth 

of Christmas is that God is in the details.  The message of Christmas is that 

at a specific time in a specific place in a specific way to specific people “the 

Word became flesh” – not an idea, not an aspiration, not a feeling, but real 

flesh-and-blood.  This man.  This person.  This Savior.  Sent specifically by 

God to each of us.  And that’s good news.   AMEN 
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