
MESSAGES from LIBERTY 
 

 “THE BIG PICTURE” 

(1 Timothy 2:1-5) 
 

Pastor John Hart                           August 12, 2018 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

During the summers of my freshman and sophomore years of college, I 

worked as a Christian camp counselor.  At that point in my life, I had 

already felt a call to ministry, and so I wanted to start doing ministry.  And 

since I was only 20 years old, I figured youth ministry would be a good 

focus.  I also was an outdoors guy – I liked camping, hiking, canoeing, rock 

climbing. 
  

So, through some connections at my home Episcopal Church in Connecticut, 

I was hired by Northern Frontier, a Christian boys camp in the Adirondack 

Mountains of upper New York State.  Northern Frontier is a camp owned 

and operated by the Christian Service Brigade.  Have any of you ever heard 

of the Christian Service Brigade?  I hadn’t either.  The Christian Service 

Brigade is, in a nutshell, Boy Scouts for fundamentalists.  Based in 

nondenominational fundamentalist churches, Christian Service Brigade does 

the same kind of activities as the Boy Scouts but adds in a large dose of 

conservative evangelical Christian teaching.  Here’s how they put it on the 

Brigade website: “’Building Godly men of today and tomorrow.’  That’s not 

a motto – that’s our mission.” 
  

Now, it wasn’t clear how an Episcopalian from Connecticut, studying at 

Princeton University, was going to fit in at a fundamentalist boy scout camp 

where most of the other counselors attended Northeastern Bible School.  But 

it worked out fine – I had two great summers at Northern Frontier. 
  

One thing that stuck with me from Northern Frontier was that I got to learn 

some of the fundamentalist culture, and that included gospel songs.  You 

see, at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Darien, Connecticut, we didn’t sing 
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many gospel songs.  In fact, we didn’t sing any gospel songs – I didn’t learn 

“Amazing Grace” until I was 18-years-old.  Our Episcopal hymnal was 

filled with lyrics like “cherubim” and “seraphim” and “vouchsafe”.  But at 

Northern Frontier, I learned a whole new set of Christian songs, like these: 
 

•  “I have a song that Jesus gave me, it was sent from heaven above.  There never 

was a sweeter melody, it’s the melody of love.  In my heart there rings a melody, 

there rings a melody with heaven’s harmony.  In my heart there rings a melody, 

there rings a melody of love.” 

•  “Heavenly sunshine, heavenly sunshine, flooding my soul with glory divine.  

Heavenly sunshine, heavenly sunshine, hallelujah, Jesus is mine.” 

• I’ve got a river of life flowing out of me. Makes the lame to walk and the blind to 

see. Opens prison doors, sets the captives free. I’ve got a river of life flowing out 

of me. Spring up, o well, within my soul. Spring up, o well, and make me whole. 

Spring up, o well, and give to me that life abundantly. 
  

I also learned a bunch of Scripture songs: literal Bible verses (always in the 

King James Version) set to music–perfect for preparing for “Scripture 

drills”.  In fact, it’s still how I have these verses memorized: 
 

• Galatians 2:19-20: “I am crucified with Christ.  Nevertheless, I live.  Yet not I, yet 

not I, but Christ liveth in me.  And the life that I now live in the flesh, I live by 

faith in the Son of God, who loved me, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” 

•  “Beloved, let us love one another.  For love is of God, and everyone that loveth is 

born of God, and knoweth God.  He who loveth not, knoweth not God for God is 

love.  Beloved let us love one another (First John 4:7 & 8)” 
  

And it’s also how I memorized the verse I’m preaching on this morning – 1st 

Timothy, 2:5-6:  
 

 “For there is one God and one mediator between God and man.  For there is one 

God and one mediator, the man Christ Jesus.  Who gave himself a ransom for us 

all; who gave himself a ransom for us all; who gave himself a ransom for us all – 

oh what a wonderful Savior!  For there is one God and one mediator between God 

and man.  For there is one God and one mediator, the man Christ Jesus.”   
  

 (Here ends the musical portion of the sermon.) 
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*   *   * 
  

Listen to God’s word from the second chapter of First Timothy: 
 

I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving 

be made for all people — for kings and all those in authority, that we may live 

peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.  This is good, and 

pleases God our Savior, who wants all people to be saved and to come to a 

knowledge of the truth.  For there is one God and one mediator between God 

and humanity, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all 

people.  
  

In chapter two, the apostle is laying down guidelines for worship, how the 

newly-created churches throughout the Mediterranean world should 

structure their Sunday morning worship – remember, this was all new stuff.  
  

 “First of all”, he says, the church should pray.  He starts by piling up a 

bunch of prayer words – the church should employ “supplications, prayers, 

intercessions and thanksgivings” in its worship.  The point here isn’t to make 

subtle distinctions among the different types of prayer – how a supplication 

is different from an intercession.  Rather, his point is paraphrased well in 

The Message Bible: “pray every way you know how.” 
  

And not only is the church at worship to pray in all kinds of ways, but we 

are also to pray for all kinds of people – for everyone.  The apostle says to 

pray for all those who are in authority, even for the Roman Emperor 

(although he was a pagan and barely tolerated Christianity). 
  

 “Pray in all ways for all kinds of people” – that’s the point that’s being 

made. 
 

*   *   * 
  

But right in the middle of 1st Timothy chapter two, the apostle goes off on a 

tangent.  He stops talking about worship, he stops talking about prayer, and 

he starts talking about God – more specifically, he talks about what God has 

done in Jesus Christ.   
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You know, this happens all the time in the New Testament.  So many classic 

passages from the New Testament – passages that are our favorites, that we 

have memorized – are tangents.  These verses don’t talk about the main 

issue at hand, but they pivot back to who God is and what God has done in 

Jesus Christ.  It’s almost as if the New Testament writers wrote with a 

magnet in their pens – whatever they were writing about, whatever 

instructions they were giving to new Christians, whatever problems they 

were trying to sort out in the early churches, pretty soon they weren’t writing 

about instructions or problems – they were writing about Jesus.  Because 

Jesus is the true north of the New Testament’s message. 
  

In our passage, as the apostle instructs these new Christians to construct their 

Sunday morning worship service around prayer, his key word is the word 

“all”.  “All”.  Employ all kinds of prayer and pray for all kinds of people.  

And because the apostle’s key thought is “all”, it sets his mind off on a 

tangent: the magnet in his pen swerves away from worship details to the 

Gospel: 
 

All of your prayers for all people are good, and they please God our Savior, 

who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.  

For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man 

Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all people. 
 

Now, this is a theology-packed tangent!   

• You have an affirmation of the oneness of God – “there is one God.”   

• You have an affirmation of God’s radical love for humanity – God 

“wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the 

truth.”   

• You have an intriguing definition of who Jesus is – he’s the Mediator, 

the one who stands between God and us in order to bind us to God.   

• And you have a description of Christ’s work on the cross – he was the 

price, he was the ransom, with which God put us right with Himself. 
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That’s a lot of theology going on in two short verses!  But the reason this 

tangent fits, the reason this tangent works, is because it provides the 

rationale for what the apostle wants to see happen in worship.  Why should 

we employ all kinds of prayer?  Why should we pray for all kinds of people?  

Because the Gospel’s key insight about God is “all”: 
 

•  “God … wants all people to be saved.” 

• “Christ … gave himself as a ransom for all people.” 
 

Using all kinds of prayer for all kinds of people is the God-thing to do, 

because God is about “all”. 
 

*   *   * 
  

Friends, that’s the Big Picture of the Gospel – “all”.  Of course, the Gospel 

is always intensely personal and immediately existential – how am I going to 

respond to the call of Jesus upon my life?  But the Gospel is never about 

“me and Jesus”.  The Gospel is much bigger than that, because God is much 

bigger than that.  The old spiritual is exactly right – “He’s got the whole 

world in His hands” – which tells us that the Big Picture of the Gospel is that 

God’s love is globally deep and wide.  Which means the mission of the 

church, wherever we happen to be located, whatever the particulars of our 

time and place, always presses us outward, and beyond ourselves, to 

encompass the breadth and depth of God’s love for all people. 
  

Now, that’s not our natural way of being, to be concerned about all people.  

No – our natural way of being constantly tries to shrink the Big Picture, to 

narrow God’s vision: 

• We’ve got so much going on in our lives that it takes all our effort to 

be concerned just for the people in our inner circle – we’re not able to 

care about all people. 

• And we are tribal people – we prefer to be around our kind, we’re not 

comfortable crossing boundaries. 
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Being concerned about “all” people is not our natural state of being.  But the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ isn’t about our natural state of being.  The Gospel is 

about a new state of being, a saved state of being, a kingdom state of being.  

Because until our prayers and our mission and our hearts are open to God’s 

“all” – to all people everywhere – we have failed to understand the Gospel.   
  

And as we begin to embrace this Big Picture – God’s out-and-out concern 

for “all” – it will change the way we live.  Because as we understand the Big 

Picture of God’s love for all people, it will change our social life, it will 

change our business life, it will change our politics – it will change us into 

people who desire God’s blessing, God’s best, for everyone. 
  

Last Sunday, I attended the ETC II Bible class before worship.  Jeff Young 

had invited one of his colleagues from the Kairos prison ministry to speak, a 

man named Moe Demmings.  Moe shared about his life – growing up poor 

on the east side of Cleveland, being born into a completely unstable family 

filled with drug dealers and thieves.  How by the time he was 8 he was 

selling weed on the corner, and how by high school he was a member of the 

Crips, and soon its leader.  As Moe put it – “That way of life ends in only 

one of two ways – prison or death.”  And so Moe ended up in Marion 

Correctional Institute.  But through the providence of God, Moe attended the 

very first Kairos weekend at that prison.  And it changed his life – it literally 

saved him.  And as Moe reflected on God’s powerful work of redemption in 

his life, he pointed to one of Jesus’ parables – a parable that’s about God’s 

concern for all – how the good shepherd left the 99 sheep who were safe and 

protected in order to go out and find the one sheep who was lost.  Because 

the God who seeks to find the lost sheep – people like Moe Demmings, 

people like us–is the God who wants all people to be saved. 
 

*   *   * 
  

Friends, here’s the Big Picture of the Gospel in one word: “all”. 
 

All of your prayers for all people are good, and they please God our Savior, 

who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the 
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truth.  For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the 

man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all. 
 

Amen 
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