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We live in a world of shortcuts.  We live in a culture that always tries to find 

the easy way.  When given a choice, we always take the path of least 

resistance. 
  

You know this is true.  If you doubt it, all you have to do is watch the more 

obscure cable TV channels late at night or scroll down the Yahoo home 

page.  Because what you’ll see there is an entire universe of short cuts: 

• Lose 20 pounds eating pasta and cheesecake.1 

• Master Chinese is just 15 minutes a day.2 

• Buy real estate with no money down.3 

• Play better golf without practice.4 

• Get your eight-minute abs!5 
  

People actually buy this stuff.  Real people try these gimmicks.  Tons of 

money is made selling these patently absurd short cuts to otherwise 

reasonable people.  Because we all love the easy way.  We all prefer the path 

of least resistance.  We’re all looking for short cuts. 
  

When we come to a fork in the road, we take the easy way. 

 

 
 

                                      
1 http://people.com/tv/caroline-manzo-how-i-lost-20-lbs-eating-pasta-and-cheesecake/ 

2 https://www.writtenchinese.com/master-chinese-for-beginners-15-minutes-day/ 

3 https://www.entrepreneur.com/article/285242 
4 https://www.golfdigest.com/story/the-will-robins-plan-play-better-without-practice 

5 https://fitwirr.com/fitness/-8-minute-abs-workout 
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*   *   * 
  

Today we start Week 26 of the Long Story Short.  But this week is unlike 

any of the previous 25 weeks.  Although it’s the next chapter in the Story, 

the story of God, this week is not just some other chapter.  Because this is 

the week we focus on the death of Jesus.  Or more pointedly, this is the week 

we focus Jesus’ crucifixion.  In other words, this week’s readings focus on 

Ground Zero of the Story of God and humanity – the cross of Jesus Christ: 

• Because the cross is where the Story has been headed for from the 

very beginning.   

• The cross is the climax of the Story about God’s love and our sin and 

God’s salvation.   

• The cross is where the Story is resolved, once and for all.   

• And the cross is where we always start as followers of Jesus Christ. 
 

*   *   * 
  

Listen to God’s word from the twelfth chapter of The Gospel of John: 
 

   Jesus said, “Now the time has come for the Son of Man to enter into his 

glory.  The truth is, a kernel of wheat must be planted in the soil.  Unless it 

dies it will be alone  –  a single seed.  But its death will produce many new 

kernels  –  a plentiful harvest of new lives.  Those who love their life in this 

world will lose it.  Those who hate their life in this world will keep it for 

eternal life.  All those who want to be my disciples must come and follow me, 

because my servants must be where I am.  And if they follow me, the Father 

will honor them. 

   “Now my soul is deeply troubled.  Should I pray, `Father, save me from 

what lies ahead'?  But this is the very reason why I came!  Father, bring glory 

to your name.”  … 

   Then Jesus told them, “… The time for judging this world has come, when 

Satan, the ruler of this world, will be cast out.  And when I am lifted up, I will 

draw everyone to myself.”  
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In this morning’s passage, Jesus comes to a fork in the road.  After his year 

of ministry in the backwoods of Galilee, Jesus’ path finally brings him to 

Jerusalem, God’s city. 
  

Right before this passage, John tells the story of Palm Sunday, of Jesus’ 

victory parade into Jerusalem.  Now, that was an easy path for Jesus – even 

Jesus loved a parade.  You can imagine how it must have affected him to see 

such a crowd, all whipped up, ready to get behind whatever it was he was 

about to do.  You couldn’t have laid it out better with a crack presidential 

advance team.  We call it Palm Sunday, and maybe we call it that because 

Jesus held Jerusalem in the palm of his hand.  But this path, the easy path, 

isn’t the one that Jesus takes. 
  

Because as soon as he enters Jerusalem, Jesus chooses another path.  After 

the palm parade is over, after the excitement has died down, Jesus declares, 

“Now, this is my hour.”  Not the parade, but something else.  And then he 

goes on to elaborate on this “something else”: 
 

   “The truth is, a kernel of wheat must be planted in the soil.  Unless it dies it 

will be alone  –  a single seed.  But its death will produce many new kernels  –  

a plentiful harvest of new lives.  Those who love their life in this world will 

lose it.  Those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  All 

those who want to be my disciples must come and follow me, because my 

servants must be where I am.  And if they follow me, the Father will honor 

them. … 

   “Should I pray, `Father, save me from what lies ahead'?  But this is the very 

reason why I came!” 
  

Jesus has been welcomed into Jerusalem with the greeting of a lifetime, and 

now he wants to talk about death.   

• About how dying leads to life.  

• About how letting go of our hold on this world leads us to the real 

world.   

• About how he won’t ask God to save him from this hour of death. 
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Can you hear how full of paradox this passage is? 

• How the acclamation of Palm Sunday quickly turns into the 

condemnation of Good Friday? 

• How Jesus’ death brings life? 

• How, if we love this life, we’ll lose it, but it we give it up we’ll find 

it? 
  

But of all the paradoxes in this passage, the most profound one is when Jesus 

says, “When I am lifted up, I will draw everyone to myself.”  It’s a sentence 

packed with awful, redemptive irony.  When Jesus is “lifted up” – when 

Jesus is exalted, when Jesus is recognized as Lord, when Jesus is 

acknowledged to be who He really is.  Yet this exaltation, this lifting-up of 

Jesus happens when he is “lifted up” – literally, physically lifted up – on a 

cross to which he’s been nailed.  When the soldiers raise up the cross bar, 

and the center beam slams down into its hole, that is when Jesus is “lifted 

up.”  There, on the cross, is his glory. 
  

Clearly, this is no short cut.  Surely, this is not the easy way.  If this is the 

way that leads to salvation, it’s not the fork in the road we’re eager to take. 
  

But the events of Jesus’ last week in Jerusalem make it clear: for Jesus, for 

God – and for us – the way to salvation involves no short cuts.  This isn’t in 

any way like some fad diet, or some trendy exercise regime, or some golf 

tips.  This is the hard way – this is the narrow way.  Jesus is lifted up when 

He is lifted up.  Because the climax of the Story we’ve been reading is this – 

the way to salvation leads through death. 
 

*   *   * 
  

The way to salvation leads through death.  “Unless a kernel of wheat dies it 

will be alone.”  So what has to die in us? 
  

What has to die is our overwhelming narcissism, as if in this vast and 

complex universe created by the most gracious of all Gods, it is all about 
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me.  There is no short cut here, as if we could remain the star of our own 

little reality show and still have Jesus Christ as our Lord.  The way to 

salvation leads to the death of our self-centeredness. 
  

And what has to die is our artery-clogging materialism, as if life was all 

about accumulation and keeping score and spending.  There is no easy way 

here, as we if could cram our arms full of stuff and still expect to be able to 

embrace Jesus as Lord.  The way to salvation leads to the death of our out-

of-control appetites. 
  

And what has to die is our foolish confidence, as if we really know best, as if 

we have a clue about how to live, and how to behave, and how to be.  There 

is no path of least resistance here, as if we could keep going our own way 

and merely take on God as a consultant.  The way to salvation leads to the 

death of our self-determination. 
  

And what has to die – finally, ultimately – is ourselves.  Because God’s 

salvation – salvation through a cross – is not an endorsement of our lives.  It 

is our judgment, our crisis, the realization that it is only by God’s grace – 

only by God’s grace – that we can be saved.  There are no short cuts if our 

salvation has been won on a cross. 
 

*   *   * 
  

We’ve spent 25 weeks reading the Long Story Short, with another six weeks 

to go.  But when you boil it all down, the Long Story Short – the Story in a 

nutshell, pressed together and sharpened like a diamond – is the cross of 

Jesus Christ.  That’s the essence of the Story – it’s literally the crux of the 

Story.  The cross is shorthand for the entire Story we’ve been studying this 

year, because on the cross is revealed  

• God’s love and our sin 

• God’s commitment and our judgment 

• God’s faithfulness and our lostness 

• God’s power, God’s victory, God’s glory 
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• God staking His claim to us by placing Himself on a stake for us.   
  

Like a lens focusing the sun’s rays onto one intensely concentrated spot, the 

cross is Ground Zero – it’s where we learn the story of God and us. 
 

*   *   * 
  

Friends, the cross proclaims that there are no short cuts to salvation.  

Because the way to salvation leads all of us to a dead-end.  The way to 

salvation ends at a canyon, a cliff, an un-crossable ravine that even Evel 

Knieval couldn’t clear.  The only way across this canyon is not a “leap of 

faith”, but it’s a plunge to our deaths.  Because that’s the path that Jesus 

took.  The only way to the other side is to let go of this side and let ourselves 

fall – to fall into the saving hands of Jesus Christ, who made it all the way to 

the other side and who reaches back to bring us safely all the way down the 

path to God.  AMEN 
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