
MESSAGES from LIBERTY 
 

 “LONG STORY SHORT” 

1. Creation 

 (Genesis 1:1-2:3) 
 

Pastor John Hart                      September 17, 2017 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

“Christian belief in Creation is not a theory of the way in which the world 

came into being, but it is an ‘existential statement.’  The creation reveals God 

to be the Creator – my Creator and the Creator of all things.  In so doing I 

become aware that I am His servant, that I belong to God, because all that I 

am and all that I have are from Him.”  (Emil Brunner) 

 

Today is the official start of “Long Story Short”.  For the next 31 Sundays 

(taking a few breaks here and there), we will be preaching and reading 

through the entire Bible, from Genesis through Revelation.  The particular 

focus of “Long Story Short” is on the narrative of the Bible, the over-

arching Biblical story, the story that starts with creation and runs through 

Abraham and Moses and David and the kings and prophets and the Exile to 

Jesus and Paul and the Church, all the way to Revelation.  (Here’s the big 

bonus—we’re basically going to skip Leviticus!)  I hope most of you take 

this trip with us, not only by listening to the sermons but, more importantly, 

by following the Bible’s story day by day through the daily readings.  Just 

like when we did “Journey Through the Bible” in 2010-2011, I know this 

will be a significant blessing to you and to Liberty. 
 

*   *   * 
  

For those of you who follow science news, there were two interesting items 

this summer.  In May, evidence of the earliest known land-based life on 

Earth may have been found in 3.5 billion-year-old mineral deposits 

uncovered in the Pilbara Craton in Western Australia.  This was significant 
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because these findings may be helpful in guiding NASA scientists where 

best to search for early signs of life on Mars.  
  

And just 12 days ago, NASA reported that the Curiosity rover on Mars 

detected boron, which is considered to be an essential ingredient for life on 

Earth.  This finding further supports the possibility that life might have 

existed in Mars’ Gale Crater.1 
  

Now, inevitably, this kind of news provokes questions.  Scientists ask, “Is 

this evidence solid?”  Cynics ask, “Is this simply a ‘save-our-budget’ ploy 

by NASA?”  And critics of religion ask, “Isn’t this the final nail in 

Christianity’s coffin, the last in a series of scientific discoveries from 

Copernicus through Darwin to Curiosity which completely debunks the 

account of the creation of the world we find in Genesis?” 
  

The answer to this last question is, “Not at all.”  Because most Christians 

believe that what we have in Genesis 1 is not a description of how the world 

was created, but rather the story of why the world was created.  Because 

when the Bible tells the story of the creation of the world, it’s not engaging 

in scientific speculation about life on other planets.  Rather, the Bible’s 

account of creation concerns deeply personal questions—questions like, 

“Who am I?”, “Why am I here?”, “What is life all about?” 
 

*   *   * 
  

Speaking of NASA, on Christmas Eve, 1968, the human race got our first 

look at what our planet really looks like, as Apollo 8 emerged from its first 

orbit around the back side of the moon—Earth looked like a blue and white 

ball floating in the darkness.  And in the midst of this greatest scientific 

accomplishment of all time, all that Commander Frank Borman could 

                                      

1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life_on_Mars 
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broadcast back to Earth were these words.  Listen to them, because they are 

the word of God: 
    

     In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  The earth was 

formless and empty, and darkness covered the deep waters.  And the Spirit of 

God was hovering over the surface of the waters. 

     Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.  And God saw 

that the light was good.  Then he separated the light from the darkness.   God 

called the light “day” and the darkness “night.”  And evening passed and 

morning came, marking the first day. 

     Then God said, “Let there be a space between the waters, to separate the 

waters of the heavens from the waters of the earth.”  And that is what 

happened.  God made this space to separate the waters of the earth from the 

waters of the heavens.  God called the space “sky.” And evening passed and 

morning came, marking the second day. 

     Then God said, “Let the waters beneath the sky flow together into one 

place, so dry ground may appear.”  And that is what happened.  God called 

the dry ground “land” and the waters “seas.”  And God saw that it was good.  

Then God said, “Let the land sprout with vegetation — every sort of seed-

bearing plant, and trees that grow seed-bearing fruit.  These seeds will then 

produce the kinds of plants and trees from which they came.”  And that is 

what happened.  The land produced vegetation — all sorts of seed-bearing 

plants, and trees with seed-bearing fruit.  Their seeds produced plants and 

trees of the same kind.  And God saw that it was good.  And evening passed 

and morning came, marking the third day. 
     Then God said, “Let lights appear in the sky to separate the day from the 

night.  Let them be signs to mark the seasons, days, and years.   Let these 

lights in the sky shine down on the earth.”  And that is what happened.  God 

made two great lights —the larger one to govern the day, and the smaller one 

to govern the night.  He also made the stars.  God set these lights in the sky to 

light the earth, to govern the day and night, and to separate the light from the 

darkness.  And God saw that it was good.  And evening passed and morning 

came, marking the fourth day. 
     Then God said, “Let the waters swarm with fish and other life.  Let the 

skies be filled with birds of every kind.”  So God created great sea creatures 

and every living thing that scurries and swarms in the water, and every sort of 

bird — each producing offspring of the same kind.  And God saw that it was 
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good.  Then God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply.  Let the fish 

fill the seas, and let the birds multiply on the earth.”  And evening passed and 

morning came, marking the fifth day. 
     Then God said, “Let the earth produce every sort of animal, each 

producing offspring of the same kind — livestock, small animals that scurry 

along the ground, and wild animals.”  And that is what happened.  God made 

all sorts of wild animals, livestock, and small animals, each able to produce 

offspring of the same kind.  And God saw that it was good. 
     Then God said, “Let us make human beings in our image, to be like us.  

They will reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all 

the wild animals on the earth, and the small animals that scurry along the 

ground.”  So God created human beings in his own image. 

     In the image of God he created them; 

     male and female he created them. 

Then God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and multiply.  Fill the earth and 

govern it. Reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and all the 

animals that scurry along the ground.” 
     Then God said, “Look! I have given you every seed-bearing plant 

throughout the earth and all the fruit trees for your food.  And I have given 

every green plant as food for all the wild animals, the birds in the sky, and the 

small animals that scurry along the ground — everything that has life.”  And 

that is what happened.  Then God looked over all he had made, and he saw 

that it was very good!  And evening passed and morning came, marking the 

sixth day. 

     So the creation of the heavens and the earth and everything in them was 

completed.  On the seventh day God had finished his work of creation, so he 

rested from all his work.  And God blessed the seventh day and declared it 

holy, because it was the day when he rested from all his work of creation. 
   

The first thing that strikes us about this passage is that it is a work of art, a 

carefully crafted piece of poetry.  The very structure of the language in 

Genesis 1 makes the main point, that the reason there is anything instead of 

nothing is found in God’s will, because God decided when to create and 

what to create.  The Bible begins its story by affirming that God created the 

world simply by willing it into existence, simply by saying the word.  And 
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the creation reflects what God intended for it, because the created world is 

good. 
   

This is how the Bible’s story begins, and the beginning of the Bible’s story 

reveals fundamental truths about the entirety of the Bible’s story.  Although 

there are all kinds of things one can say about this incredible passage, I’m 

going to limit myself to three observations.  
  

*   *   * 
   

First, the Bible’s story of the creation of the world tells us good news about 

God.  Because the God depicted in the Genesis story of creation is a unique 

kind of God.  This God, this Creator, is a God who is both distinct from His 

creation and, at the same time, intimately bound to His creation. 
   

You see, throughout history, whenever humanity has tried to think up what 

God is like, we have failed to keep this redemptive tension and ended up 

with a deficient understanding of God.  At one extreme you have deism, a 

“watchmaker” religion, the belief that the world was created by a Supreme 

Being, but a Supreme Being who checked out after everything was created.  

This is a distant, impersonal God, a God who winds up the universe like a 

clock, and then disappears, leaving it to keep on ticking by itself. 
   

At the other extreme you have pantheism, the belief that God is in 

everything that He made—animals, trees, stars and us.  Pantheism is the 

polar opposite of deism, because while this is a supremely intimate 

understanding of God, there’s no real distinction between God and creation, 

such that creation is God, and we are divine. 
     

But the Bible’s story of creation reveals a God who is much more profound 

than these attempts.  Genesis 1 doesn’t proclaim a distant, impersonal deist 

God, but a God who speaks to creation, who creates an image of Himself in 

creation, an image to which He binds Himself, throughout the entire Biblical 

story, in love.  And this is good news, because it assures us that God never 
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abandons us, but has made us for a purpose which, even now, He is working 

out. 
   

And Genesis 1 doesn’t proclaim an immediate, pantheist God, but a God 

who is fundamentally different from us, who transcends his creation, whom 

we relate to as Lord.  And this is good news, because to live life with no 

reference point beyond ourselves, beyond this world, is to live an empty, 

two-dimensional existence.  This is good news about God. 
  

*   *   * 
   

Second, the Bible’s story of creation of the world tells us good news about 

the world.  Simply put, Genesis 1 says this: there is nothing in this world 

that is any less, nor any more, than a creature of God. 
   

Nothing in this world is anything less than a creature of God.  Everything in 

this world—everybody in this world—is here on purpose.  For reasons 

which are abundantly clear or impenetrably mysterious, this is the world that 

God created, these are the people whom God created.  And immediately, all 

our judgments and prejudices are convicted, because our faith isn’t big 

enough for a God who created things this way. 
   

And nothing in this world is any more than a creature of God.  No matter 

how important, no matter how powerful—everything in this world exists 

under the rule of God.  In fact, this is one of the clearest ways to interpret 

Genesis 1.  “In the beginning, God”—and so nothing can compete or can 

threaten, because everything is created, everyone is a creature of the 

Creator. 
   

And this is good news.  It is good news to know that at our absolute worst—

when our life has imploded and we struggle to make sense of it all—that we 

are never anything less than something very precious—you are an intended, 

purposed creation of God.  And it’s good news that all the demands of this 

world—all the claims and commitments which demand our allegiance—are 
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all secondary, and relative, because they are never anything more than 

creatures of God.  This is good news about the world. 
  

*   *   * 
   

Finally, the Bible’s story of the creation of the world tells us good news 

about ourselves.  On the last day of creation, God creates human beings.  

And what makes human beings different from the rest of creation is that God 

speaks to us.  The reason we alone among created things reflect the image of 

God is that we were created with the capacity to respond, to respond to God, 

to live in relationship with Him. 
   

This, according to Genesis 1, is the fundamental truth about being human—

we were made for relationship with God.  And that’s the rest of the Bible’s 

story, the story which Genesis begins and which doesn’t end until the last 

chapter of the Revelation—the story of a God who speaks to us, who seeks 

us out, a God who invites us to respond to Him in love and to enter into a 

living relationship with Him.  God spoke us into existence, and He longs for 

us to speak back to Him—in love, in praise, in thankfulness. 
   

And this is good news.  This is the best news of all.  Because it’s when we 

do respond to our Creator God, when we turn to Him in faith—that’s when 

we discover life as we were created to live it. 
  

*   *   * 
   

Even in our secular world, polls tell us that most Americans believe that the 

universe was created by a supreme being.  And that’s well and good.  But as 

Emil Brunner writes: 
  

To believe that God created the world is not to affirm a theory about the way 

the world came into being, but it is an “existential statement.”2 
  

                                      
2 The Christian Doctrine of Creation and Redemption, translated by Olive Wyon (Philadelphia: 

Westminster Press, 1952), p. 35 (edited). 
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Because to believe in a Creator is to recognize that we are creatures, that we 

are not our own, that our entire lives—their beginning, their middle, their 

end, their story—are a gift from God.  And to understand that we are created 

by a Creator means we realize we belong to God, “because all that we are 

and all that we have are from Him.”3 
   

So, friends, hear the old but good news—this world is not the result of 

random processes in a pre-existing universe.  You are not simply the by-

product of chromosomes and genes.  This world is God’s creation.  You are 

God’s creation.  And that’s the start of a beautiful story.  AMEN 
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