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____________________________________________________________ 
   

As we continue our look at the Apostles’ Creed, today we take a second look 

at its central paragraph, the long section on Jesus.  Last week, Kyle looked at 

Christ’s person – who is Jesus?  And today, we look at Christ’s work – what 

has Christ done for us?  The Apostles’ Creed highlights five central saving 

acts of Jesus’ ministry: his death, his resurrection, his ascension, his session 

and his return.  I’m assuming you’ve heard plenty of sermons on the cross 

and the resurrection, and this Spring we looked at Jesus’ return when we 

finished up the Long Story Short by reading the book of Revelation.  So this 

morning, I’m going to focus on the least well understood part of Christ’s life 

– his life after the resurrection, through his ascension, to his “sitting at the 

right hand of God the Father.” 
  

*   *   * 
   

Let’s begin by listening to God’s word from the first chapter of Acts, which 

is the scriptural basis for today’s section of the Apostles’ Creed: 
 

   Dear Theophilus: In my first book [the Gospel of Luke] I told you about 

everything Jesus began to do and teach until the day he was taken up to 

heaven after giving his chosen apostles further instructions through the Holy 

Spirit.  During the forty days after he suffered and died, he appeared to the 

apostles from time to time, and he proved to them in many ways that he was 

actually alive.  And he talked to them about the Kingdom of God. 
  

The central conviction of Christianity is that when Jesus was crucified, he 

didn’t stay dead, but God raised him back to life.  And the disciples learned 
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that Jesus had been raised not only because his tomb was empty, but also 

because Jesus appeared to them – over the next forty days.  You know 

several of the stories of Jesus’ appearances – to the disciples behind locked 

doors in the Upper Room, to doubting Thomas, to the two disciples walking 

on the road to Emmaus.  During these forty days–during these repeated but 

always unexpected encounters with the risen Jesus–the disciples became 

convinced that this wasn’t some weird mass hallucination they were 

experiencing, but that Jesus really was alive.  Also, during these forty days, 

Jesus continued to teach the disciples, putting together all the pieces for 

them, how his death wasn’t an out-of-control tragedy but that it was God’s 

will because it was God’s way of taking care our sin. 
  

This morning’s passage continues by describing the final appearance of the 

risen Jesus: 
 

     Once when Jesus was eating with the disciples, he commanded them, “Do 

not leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he promised, as I told 

you before.  John baptized with water, but in just a few days you will be 

baptized with the Holy  

     So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has the 

time come for you to free Israel and restore our kingdom?” 

     He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and 

times, and they are not for you to know.  But you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit comes upon you.  And you will be my witnesses, telling people 

about me everywhere — in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to 

the ends of the earth. 

     After saying this, he was taken up into a cloud while they were watching, 

and they could no longer see him.  As they strained to see him rising into 

heaven, two white-robed men suddenly stood among them.  “Men of Galilee,” 

they said, “why are you standing here staring into heaven? Jesus has been 

taken from you into heaven, but someday he will return from heaven in the 

same way you saw him go!” 
 

The disciples are together having a meal, and again Jesus appears to them.  

He gives them one final message, about the coming gift of the Holy Spirit.  

And then he rises up, disappearing from their sight for the final time. 
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And I think the immediate difficulty we have is that it’s really hard to 

picture what’s being described.  I mean, what really happened?  Did Jesus 

just kind of lift off?  Why didn’t he just disappear, as he had at the end of all 

his other appearances to the disciples during the forty days? 
  

You know, whenever I see a movie about the life of Jesus, I always watch 

with great interest how the movie handles this event, the ascension.  I’ve 

never seen one yet where they actually have Jesus blasting off–probably 

because the director’s afraid the audience might start to giggle.  My all-time 

favorite screen version of the ascension is from a film whose title I can’t 

remember.  The director had a brilliant idea – he decided to film the 

ascension through Jesus’ eyes.  So the scene begins with the camera looking 

up close at 12 faces standing on top of a mountain – Jesus is looking at the 

disciples.  Then you slowly realize that the camera has started to move, and 

now you’re looking down on the disciples, just like Jesus would have – cool!  

And the camera keeps rising, and the disciples keep getting smaller and 

smaller.  At this point, I assumed that the camera would be enveloped by 

clouds, followed by a fade-out.  But no – the camera continues to pull back, 

until now you’re able to make out geographical features of the Middle East.  

And it still keeps rising, until the camera’s in orbit or something, because 

now you see Planet Earth floating in space.  And still the camera keeps 

pulling back.  And as the credits roll, you’re left wondering, “Where’s Jesus 

headed to, anyway?  What’s the flight path to heaven?” 
  

But our passage from Acts is much more sober than any movie versions try 

to make it.  Our passage simply says Jesus “was taken up into a cloud while 

they were watching, and they could no longer see him.”  Dramatic – sure.  

Out of the ordinary – certainly.  But in the end, just an effectively graphic 

way of indicating what turned out to be the case: 

• the time of Jesus’ appearances to the disciples was over 

• there would be no more encounters with the resurrected Jesus  
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• and that just as God had sent Jesus into the world through Mary, now 

God was taking him back to Himself. 
 

*   *   * 
   

So, what does all this mean?  What does it mean that Christ “ascended into 

heaven”?  What is the Apostles’ Creed affirming when it states that Jesus 

“sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty”? 
   

I think the Apostles’ Creed is trying to clarify one of the built-in tensions of 

Christian faith.  As you know, there are all kinds of tensions in Christianity: 

• The tension between believing and doing 

• The tension between God’s love and God’s holiness 

• The tension between forgiveness and justice 

• The tension between God’s sovereignty and human freedom 
  

And the tension the Apostles’ Creed addresses this morning is the tension 

between the past and present.  You see, on the one hand, the Christian faith 

is a past-centered faith – our faith is anchored to God’s revelation in history 

in Jesus Christ.  And yet, on the other hand, Christian faith is also a present-

tense faith – our faith is only alive when it’s centered on the God who is 

alive, and living, and acting in our lives and in the world.   
   

And, like all tensions in Christianity, it’s not always easy keeping both the 

past and the present in balance. 
    

We see this so clearly in the life of any typical church.  Because every 

church is also oriented both to the past and to the present.  There’s always a 

tension within the life a church to honor and preserve its past traditions, and 

yet also to stay relevant and contemporary in today’s world.  If you’ve ever 

served on a church committee that was charged with building a new 

sanctuary, or choosing a new hymnal, or selecting a new Bible translation, 

you know firsthand the complexity of remaining both anchored to the past 

and relevant in the present. 
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Now clearly, our faith is anchored to the past.  The Apostle’s Creed is 

explicit about this, because the long central paragraph about Jesus doesn’t 

give us some general theological ideas about Jesus, but it’s a recitation of 

historical events – God did His decisive work of salvation in a particular 

historical time, in a particular geographical place, in the life of a particular 

historical person.  Our faith is founded on and grounded in events that really 

happened in the past.  To lose this perspective would cast our faith adrift on 

the seas of spiritualism. 
    

But while our faith is anchored to the past, it’s problematic when we over-

emphasize this part of the balance of faith.  Because then our faith becomes 

simply memory.  That everything that really mattered happened back then, 

way back when, a long time ago in a galaxy far, far away. 
    

But the Apostles’ Creed doesn’t allow our faith to become mere memory, 

because it also points to events that began way-back-when but are still 

happening right now, in the present.  Specifically that Jesus has “ascended 

into heaven; and sits at the right hand of God the Father.”  This very 

concrete language tells us in pictures about the current life of Jesus Christ.  

It’s saying that the risen Christ didn’t just fade away.  It’s saying that Jesus 

wasn’t just some phase in God’s life, a brief revelation, while God remains 

far away in heaven.  No.  Jesus’ ascension and Jesus’ sitting beside the 

Father tell us that Jesus was raised to life–and he’s still alive.  That Jesus 

continues to have an existence distinct from God the Father and yet united 

with God the Father. 
    

In a nutshell, the meaning of Jesus’ ascending to God and sitting at God’s 

right hand is captured in that earliest Christian creed: “Jesus is Lord.”  Jesus 

is Lord – it’s a creed of only three words, but it’s a creed with three great 

affirmations: 

• First, Jesus is Lord – Christian faith is always first and foremost about 

Jesus, Mary’s son, the captivating rabbi, the healer, the one who was 

crucified.   
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• Second, Jesus is Lord – this Jesus not only was in the past, but He is 

in the present.  Jesus’ resurrection means that Jesus is still very much 

alive.   

• And third, Jesus is Lord – in his present life, Jesus is no longer a 

wandering prophet, but his ascension and session reveals that he is 

King of the Universe, the ruler of History – Jesus reigns with God and 

he rules with God.   
   

*   *   * 
    

And so the question posed to us by today’s section of the Apostles’ Creed is 

this: Is your faith big enough for a Jesus who’s still alive?  Is your faith not 

only anchored to the Jesus Christ who walked the earth 2,000 years ago – the 

Jesus about whom you can ask the hypothetical question “What Would Jesus 

Do?” – but also centered in the same Jesus Christ who now lives beside God 

the Father – the Jesus about whom faith asks the question “What Is Jesus 

Doing Right Now”?  Is your faith big enough to see God not only in the 

recorded events that took place in ancient Palestine, but also at work in our 

contemporary, digitized, new millennium world?  Because if your faith is 

that big, big enough to hold together both the past and the present of faith: 

• Then it means your faith is not a memory of a good man who was, but 

it’s a living obedience, a living relationship with a living Lord; 

• It means that you know not only that someone’s in charge of this 

world, but that this one – Jesus Christ – is in charge; 

• And it means that you have a rock-solid hope, because the Lord who 

rules this world lived a fully human life, such that He both 

understands our weakness and is still victorious over the destructive 

powers of sin, evil, and death. 
    

*   *   * 
     

Hebrews 13:8 sums up the meaning of today’s section of the Apostles’ 

Creed: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.”  Which 

means that the same Jesus we read about in the Gospels – the Jesus who 
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lived a life full of love, who gave himself fully for us – is the same Jesus 

who now is Lord of the universe, and he’s the same Jesus who will bring our 

lives and history to their God-intended conclusion in God’s appointed time.  

Because Jesus is still alive.  Because right now he sits beside the Father, still 

committed to us, still praying for us, still willing our good forever.  And that 

is good news.  AMEN 
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