
	  
	  
	  

Opportunity:  iDesign Operations Assistant Intern 
6-Month Commitment, beginning February 2018 
 
design for the other 90%.  
Apple, IDEO, IKEA, Nokia, Proctor & Gamble… the list goes on. Successful companies in developed economies 
use human centered design (HCD) as a core business practice.  But today, design‐thinking is used almost 
exclusively to create products and services for the richest 10% of the world.  What if we could apply HCD to 
problems that are of life‐and‐death importance? There is growing recognition of HCD in the developing world, 
resulting in the launch of innovations such as solar lights, drinking water systems, and infant incubators 
designed to meet user needs. At iDE, we want to fuel this revolution in design. We will bring the best design 
thinking to the developing world, to design for the world’s other 90%.  
 
about iDE.  
iDE is an international non-profit dedicated to ending poverty in the developing world not through handouts, 
but by helping farm families access the tools and knowledge they need to increase their income.  Agricultural 
growth can improve global food security and promote prosperity. Most of the world's poor live in rural areas 
and struggle to survive on subsistence-based agriculture, producing low-value food crops on very small plots of 
land. Affordable access to water enables these poor farmers to increase agricultural production and invest in 
higher-value crops. Unleashing the potential of smallholder farmers to produce and sell food not only increases 
the well-being of the farmers' households but creates a more resilient and abundant global food supply as well. 
Assured rights of land tenure are necessary if smallholders are going to invest in their farms for the future, as 
opposed to mining them for short term purposes. 
 
iDE believes human insights lead to change that lasts. It uses an approach called human-centered design 
(HCD), which produces valuable insights for companies interested in product commercialization and 
minimizes the risks of emerging markets. Stemming from iDE’s own research and development, it designs 
products that are first-movers and business models to get products into the hands of customers.  For each $1 
invested in iDE projects, iDE customers generate on average $10 in added household income, a 10:1 cost 
effectiveness ratio. iDE has country programs in Nepal, Bangladesh, Cambodia, Vietnam, Zambia, Ethiopia, 
Ghana, Mozambique, Burkina Faso, Nicaragua and Honduras.  
 
We have worked to design a range of solutions, including the products, services, marketing, and distribution 
strategies relating to drinking water filters, low cost toilets, and affordable hand washing stations. iDE’s success 
in applying design to create an affordable latrine led to a feature article in Fast Company, and presentations to 
Harvard, UNICEF, and the United Nations. 
 
your role.  
You will be the iDesign Operations Intern based remotely for a 6-month Internship starting in February 2018.  
You will assist the Director of iDesign in all on-going projects and activities including but not limited to: design 
project work, Design Ambassadors, Internship program, fundraising design, etc.   
 
This is an opportunity to work on real‐world problems alongside a close‐knit, diverse, and top‐calibre team. 
You’ll wear many hats. You will have a rich experience that will touch the lives of those who most need life‐
changing opportunities. And at the end of the Internship, if we see a mutual fit, you’ll be offered an opportunity 
to stay on as full‐time, if available.   
 
time commitment:  
• 20-25 hours per week 
 
 



	  
	  
	  
compensation:  
• Monthly stipend  
 


