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iDE is an international development organization dedicated to creating income and livelihood opportunities for the rural poor.

Encounter Ethiopia

GUIDED TRIP
October 17-26, 2019

Ethiopia is the cradle of humanity, with a history that extends  
back millennia. And while agriculture has a long and rich history  
in Ethiopia, our work in alleviating poverty through improved  
agricultural and sanitation practices has reached thousands.  
We are excited to share this country and our work with you. 

We invite you on a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to experience  
Ethiopia in an intimate setting and learn first-hand how iDE’s  
market-based approach makes a difference in people’s lives.  
This small tour is limited to just a small group of iDE friends  
and supporters like yourself. 
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If you have any questions, please contact Aaron Cohen at acohen@ideglobal.org, +1 (202) 489-7192.

Trip Cost Details
Current estimated costs for the 6 day trip are estimated at $1,200 per single, or $1,600 for two 
people in double occupancy. Estimated costs for the 10 day trip are estimated at $2,060 per 
single, or $2,800 for two people in double occupancy. This includes hotels (Marriott in Addis 
Ababa and comfortable, highest level guest houses in rural areas), transport by minibus, profes-
sional day-hire cultural/historic tour guides, and all entrances to churches and historical sites. 
iDE local staff will also join for the trip, which is not included in the costs. We are most excited 
for you to meet the communities we work in, and ask for an additional donation of $5,000, 
which will help us reach more families working their way out of poverty. 

A rare opportunity 
Donors will get an inside view of iDE programs, interacting with rural farming 
households. Meet women entrepreneurs and leaders in these communities and hear 
about how our work is making a difference for them. You will see how we promote 
new practices that address climate change effects, and increase family incomes.  
By joining this expedition, you will be supporting iDE in Ethiopia and our work  
to generate lasting impact on the very poor. 

Accommodations and transportation are comfortable but basic and typical of  
what our global staff use when visiting the field. So, break out those cargo pants,  
grab your back pack, and jump in the minivan to experience what successful  
international development truly looks like.

At-a-glance
WHAT: An exclusive tour of Ethiopia for iDE donors, curated 
by iDE’s expert Ethiopian staff

WHEN: October 17-26, 2019 

WHERE: From ancient sites to remote villages. Addis Ababa, 
Lalibela, Arba Minch, Wolaita, Langano, and Ziway.

WHO: A group of intrepid travelers, led by iDE’s Ethiopian  
staff and our global leadership.
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Tentative Itinerary

6 DAY TRIP

OCTOBER 17: Arrive in Addis Ababa

OCTOBER 18: Addis Ababa
Welcome presentation
Shopping around Addis Ababa
Traditional dinner & dancing

OCTOBER 19: Drive to Lake Ziway
Stay at beautiful Lake Ziway
Visit farming families

OCTOBER 20: Drive to Lake Lagano & Wolaita
Explore Lake Lagano and view ostriches
In Wolaita, interact with field technicians
Visit a farm and meet farming families 

OCTOBER 21: Wolaita
Visit two agricultural projects near Wolaita

OCTOBER 22: Drive to Addis Ababa

6-day attendees will depart on Oct. 23, 10 day attendees will continue 
with the itinerary below.

10 DAY TRIP

OCTOBER 23: Fly to Lalibela
Visit rock-cut churches dating from 12th & 13th centuries

OCTOBER 24: Lalibela
Continue tour of Lalibela's ancient history and unique 
culture

OCTOBER 25: Fly to Addis Ababa
Group dinner and prepare to leave the next day

OCTOBER 26: Depart Ethiopia

We have designed a custom exploration of our field work in Ethiopia, 
along with connecting to Ethiopia’s rich heritage, that will be led by  
iDE’s local staff including Deputy Country Director Olani Wirtu and  
Okelo Fekadu, iDE Ethiopia’s WASH & Agricultural Director. 

You have the option of choosing between a 6 day  or a 10 day trip.

See for yourself the vibrant 

culture that pervades the heart 

and soul of Ethiopian villages. 

The colorful fabrics, the smell 

of injera cooking on a hearthfire, 

the bustling market where you 

can find piles of spices and 

bags of peanuts. iDE’s work 

with local communities helps 

support these households by 

connecting them to the seeds 

and other agricultural inputs 

they need to grow successful 

harvests that they can then sell 

at these markets and increase 

their incomes.



iDE creates income and livelihood  
opportunities for poor rural households  
across Asia, Africa, and Latin America.  
iDE builds markets in a range of sectors,  
including agriculture, water, sanitation,  
hygiene, and access to finance.
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