
Emma Rifai                  Evidence of Teaching Effectiveness 

 

Quantitative Student Evaluations: 

 

 
 Religion and the 

Modern World 

Spring 2022 

Instructor 

World Religions 

Spring 2022 

Instructor 

World Religions 

Spring 2022 

Instructor 

World Religions 

Fall 2021 

Instructor 

Religion in 

American Life 

Fall 2021 

Instructor 

The instructor 

was well 

prepared. 

5.6 5.8 5.7 5.5 6 

The instructor 

presented the 

subject matter 

clearly. 

5.4 5.8 5.6 5.5 6 

The instructor 

provided 

feedback 

intended to 

improve my 

course 

performance. 

4.9 5.7 5.6 5.4 6 

The instructor 

fostered an 
atmosphere of 

mutual respect. 

5.8 5.9 5.7 5.7 6 

Overall, the 

instructor’s 

teaching was 

effective. 

5.3 5.8 5.3 5.3 6 

The instructor 

used a scholarly 

approach in 

presenting 

content 

(referencing 

theory, research, 

and debates in 

the field). 

5.6 5.1 5.2 5.4 6 

Mean scores: 1 = Very Bad, 6 = Very Good 

 

 

The University of Iowa 

Current Evaluation Criteria 

 

 

Modern Religion and Culture 

Spring 2021 

Teaching Assistant 

Harry Potter: Mystery and Magic of 

Life 

Fall 2020 

Instructor 

 

The instructor used class time well. 5.5 5.8 

The instructor communicated 

course material clearly. 
5.8 5.8 



The instructor’s teaching methods 

helped students learn. 
5.5 5.8 

The assignments, readings, and 

activities facilitated learning. 
5.5 5.8 

Assessments (such as quizzes, 

papers, and exams) aligned with 

course objectives. 

5.5 5.8 

Help was available for students. 6 5.8 

Mean scores: 1 = Strongly Disagree; 6 = Strongly Agree 

 

 

The University of Iowa 

Former Evaluation Criteria 

 

 
Religion and Women 

Spring 2020 

Instructor 

Digital Media and 

Religion 

Spring 2018 

Instructor 

Harry Potter: Mystery and 

Magic of Life 

Fall 2017 

Teaching Assistant 

The instructor is effective 

in teaching the course 

materials. 

6 5.7 5.8 

The work assigned by the 

instructor is worthwhile 

and helped me learn the 

course material. 

5.8 5.4 5.3 

The instructor supports 

student learning in this 

class. 

5.8 5.9 5.8 

Course content is 

interesting to me. 
5.5 5.1 5.7 

Course material is 

presented enthusiastically. 
5.8 5.5 5.8 

Concepts are presented in 

a manner that helps me 

learn. 

5.2 5.4 5.6 

This course is 

intellectually stimulating. 
5.8 5.6 5.5 

Important points are 

clarified with good 

examples. 

5.8 5.7 5.8 

This course has improved 

my ability to read 

critically. 

5.8 5.4 5.4 

The instructor seems 

interested in teaching this 

course. 

5.8 5.9 5.9 

This instructor is prepared 

for each class. 
5.8 5.9 5.8 

The instructor challenged 

me to think. 
5.8 5.7 5.7 

This instructor treats 

students fairly regardless 

of their ethnic or cultural 

views. 

5.8 5.9 5.9 



The instructor’s direction 

in this course is free from 

attitudes and actions 

demeaning to women. 

5.8 5.8 5.9 

This instructor is 

available during office 

hours. 

5.8 5.9 5.8 

I would recommend a 

course taught by this 

instructor to other 

students. 

5.8 5.6 5.8 

Mean scores:  1 = Strongly Disagree; 6 = Strongly Agree  

  



 

Qualitative Student Evaluations: 

 

 

Virginia Tech 

 

Religion and the 

Modern World 

Spring 2022 

Instructor 

World Religions 

Spring 2022 

Instructor 

World Religions 

Spring 2022 

Instructor 

World Religions 

Fall 2021 

Instructor 

Religion in 

American Life 

Fall 2021 

Instructor 

[She] actually let 

people talk and 

bring their own 

examples.  The 

discussion could be 

entirely determined 

by the students and 

not artificially 

geared towards a 

certain point or 

outcome, which 

made the class 

engaging and 

probably resonate 

with students better. 

She did a good job 

creating an 

atmosphere where 

we can have 

discussions and 

agree or disagree 

with the readings 

provided.   

Coherent and 

engaging 

presentations every 

day. 

She was 

encouraging of 

participation, which 

made me feel more 

comfortable when 

speaking up. 

I really enjoyed this 

class.  The class 

slides were always 

prepared with 

interesting and 

additional content to 

enhance our 

discussion. 

I loved the format of 

the class. Low 

stress, not very 

intense material 

wise, and very fun 

to engage with.  I 

never saw going to 

this class as a task 

or something to 

dread, but rather as 

a 55 minute period 

in which I was able 

to discuss 

stimulating topics in 

a respectful 

environment. I 

believe that this 

format really 

incentivized me to 

not only learn, but 

listen to the other 

perspectives offered 

throughout the 

course. 

Her choice of 

readings to go with 

each religion really 

set up a flow in the 

class that I feel was 

so important.  Each 

book built onto the 

next one and 

allowed for the 

methodology we 

were learning to be 

a lot easier to grasp. 

Was very interactive 

with the class and 

presented subjects 

well. 

The instructor 

facilitated engaging 

class discussions 

about various topics 

of the course. 

We had a ton of 

group discussion 

which helped me 

see multiple 

perspectives on the 

topics we discussed. 

Good discussions. She gave a cheat 

sheet for each 

religion and gave a 

different perspective 

than just studying 

the general 

religions. 

She always involved 

us and pushed us 

into discussion to 

truly see what we 

were thinking. 

Very 

knowledgeable on 

all topics and 

communicated 

I loved this class.  

The topics were 

interesting and it 

was one of my 

favorite classes.  I 

enjoyed the 



information 

effectively. 

structure of the 

assignments and 

gave us freedom to 

write the essays 

based on our own 

schedules. 

The instructor had a 

very interesting 

manner of 

presenting her 

subject in a thought 

provoking manner.  

The teacher is 

wonderful and 

encourages students 

to share their ideas. 

Provided 

PowerPoints that 

outlined exactly 

what kind of content 

we needed to be 

focusing on 

throughout units. 

Provided good 

feedback. The inclusion of 

discussion questions 

each day allowed 

me to connect with 

the material we 

were learning, and 

helped me on 

assignments 

pertaining to such 

material. 

She had an 

extremely engaging 

teaching system.  

She regularly seeks 

classroom 

engagement and has 

generally gripping 

points. 

Explained religions 

very well.  Brought 

class together for 

discussion. 

I went into the class 

expecting to be a 

by-the-numbers 

course giving 

overviews of the 

mythology and 

principles of 

different religions, 

and while that was 

in there, her 

approach to look at 

texts and learn from 

those involved 

really made this one 

of my preferred 

classes this 

semester. 

I think she did an 

amazing job as a 

teacher. 

Very interactive.  

Gave a lot of good 

group questions. 

I loved how Emma 

was always eager to 

meet with me 

during office hours 

to help me take my 

assignments to the 

next level.  I also 

enjoyed the class 

discussions.  

Offered various 

perspectives, along 

with class 

discussions which 

broadened the 

minds of everyone. 

Very friendly and 

inviting classroom 

environment. 

Was very 

understanding when 

I reached out for 

help.  It was 

extremely hard for 

me but she was very 

warm and kind. 

Emma approached 

teaching World 

Religions from the 

angle of gender, 

something I’ve 

never experienced 

and yet I feel as if I 

learned more in her 

class than in my 

traditional, textbook 

religions classes.  

This was new to me 

but I now have 

higher expectations 

for my other 

humanities classes 

Asked provocative 

questions that made 

me think. 

She related each 

religion to modern 

issues. 

Being an 

engineering major, I 

found this class to 

be a nice break.  If I 

had more room in 

my schedule for free 

electives, I would 

definitely try a few 

more religion 

courses like this. 



because of Emma’s 

ability to foster a 

friendly 

environment for 

discussion while 

still learning what 

we need to learn by 

the end of the unit. 

Professor Rifai had 

a variety of topics 

that stimulated 

interest and had rich 

academic and social 

value. The podcasts 

and readings 

allowed for a good 

variety of content. 

Discussions were a 

great way for 

students to form 

insights of their own 

and gain new ones 

from their peers. 

She was always 

enthusiastic about 

the material learned 

and many of the 

discussion opening 

questions were very 

helpful in analyzing 

the text and using 

those questions as 

the main objective 

for the essays. 

This course was not 

at all what I 

expected it to be but 

ended up being 

super interesting.  

We took a different 

approach to 

understanding 

religion than I have 

ever experienced 

before. 

The course was 

great overall and I 

have a better idea of 

how religion plays a 

role in the modern 

world. It was a fun 

class and very 

thought provoking.  

I really enjoyed the 

class and it has 

made me want to 

further some of my 

Classics journey 

through Philosophy 

of Religion! 

The contemporary 

examples were the 

best part of this 

class, hands down.  

Thanks to this 

section, I began to 

see examples of the 

course’s topics in 

everyday life which 

greatly motivated 

my passion to learn 

and engage with the 

material in order to 

understand this 

phenomena better. 

Very good teacher 

I really enjoyed the 

class and was 

engaged with the 

topics. 

I would take a class 

I didn’t need to have 

Emma as a 

professor again! 

I really enjoyed this 

class!! Emma is a 

great professor and 

a kind individual.  

She shared stories, 

resources, and 

I am so so glad I 

took it; not only was 

she a great professor 

and the class was 

really good, but it 

showed me an 



examples that were 

relevant, timely, and 

informative.  I also 

just loved the 

content – very 

thought provoking 

and challenging to 

perspectives. 

interest I had that I 

didn’t know was as 

strong as it is! 

 

 

 

The University of Iowa 

 

Modern Religion 

and Culture 

Spring 2021 

Teaching Assistant 

Harry Potter: 

Mystery and Magic 

of Life 

Fall 2020 

Instructor 

 

Religion and 

Women 

Spring 2020 

Instructor 

Digital Media and 

Religion 

Spring 2018 

Instructor 

Harry Potter: 

Mystery and Magic 

of Life 

Fall 2017 

Teaching Assistant 

The discussions in 

class went smooth 

and helped clarify 

the documents. 

I think the fact that 

the instructor 

participated and 

kept up with 

everyone’s 

discussion thread 

helped drive more 

discussion and 

therefore more 

learning. 

Emma was a very 

open, patient, and 

kind instructor.  I 

really enjoyed 

having her as a 

teacher! I loved the 

class, too, I really 

learned a lot. 

This ended up being 

my favorite class of 

the semester, which 

I never would’ve 

thought in the 

beginning.  I’m very 

thankful for Emma 

and all the care she 

obviously put into 

making sure all of 

us students got the 

best experience we 

could. 

Really enjoyed 

when Emma led 

discussion!  She 

was great! 

Her helpfulness and 

caring. 

This was such an 

enjoyable class to 

be apart of. 

Discussions were so 

thought-provoking 

and she had a great 

way of engaging 

with her students. 

This course was so 

wonderful! I really 

enjoyed all the 

readings and 

especially the 

discussions. They 

were so interesting 

and really helped 

me learn a lot. 

 

 

 
 

I appreciate that you 

always leave plenty 

of time for 

questions so our 

discussion isn’t 

rushed.  Sometimes 

the readings felt a 

little long for what 

we got out of them. 

Awesome class and 

very interesting.  I 

love how passionate 

you are! 

It was a well run 

class and I liked that 

all of my questions 

were answered fast. 

Emma was a great 

instructor.  She was 

really great at 

facilitating 

discussion and 

supporting it along 

the way when 

students were 

stumped on how to 

respond.  I loved 

this class and 

This has been my 

favorite class so far!  

Each class we are 

presented with new 

ideas and ways in 

which to view the 

world. I have 

thoroughly enjoyed 

both the instructor 

and my classmates 

Great professor!  

She is great at 

initiating 

conversation and 

class discussion in a 

learning 

environment.  

Pushes students to 

elaborate and clarify 



learning from 

Emma. 

ideas on the topics 

covered in class. 

ideas which is very 

helpful. 

This has been my 

favorite class here at 

Iowa and I would 

love for Emma to 

know that she 

created such a 

comforting 

environment for her 

students to really 

open up, be 

themselves, and 

take a stand. 

This is my favorite 

class I have taken at 

Iowa thus far.  The 

teacher created a 

very open and 

inviting discussion 

environment. 

 

 

By far my favorite 

TA I’ve had in 

college! Thank you 

for the great 

semester Emma! 

(Mischief Managed) 

I really loved when 

Emma was on my 

side of the 

classroom! I loved 

the points she made 

and the 

conversation she 

brought with her. 

Emma has been one 

of my favorite 

instructors without a 

doubt. She was 

always good at 

making even topics 

that were not that 

interesting to me 

incredibly engaging. 

Given the chance I 

would definitely 

take another course 

with her. 

 


