
Evangelical Christianities in America Today 
Gender, Women, and Sexuality 

 

Instructor 

Emma Rifai 

Email 

emma-rifai@uiowa.edu 

Office Location 

Gilmore Hall, 406 

Office Hours 

9a-12p, Mondays 

Course Overview 

In this course, we will explore the complex themes of gender, women, and sexuality 

in Evangelical Christianities in the United States today.  This is not a survey course 

nor is it comprehensive.  Instead, this is a seminar style class, which means that we 

will dive deeply into a selection of assigned texts–written by scholars, practitioners, 

and commentators–and assess not only their content but also their theoretical and 

methodological orientations to better understand Evangelical Christianities in 

context.  Some of the subjects we will consider include: youth and sexual purity; 

class and poverty; patriarchy and privilege; rurality and urbanity; and race and 

diversity.  By the end of the course, we will have attuned ourselves to the complex 

ways in which gender, women, and sexuality intersect with Evangelical Christianities 

today.    

Objectives 

During this class, we will assess a number of trends, questions, and tensions related 

to gender, women, and sexuality in American Evangelical Christianities today.  This 

class will attend to these potentially sensitive topics through a variety of theoretical 

and methodological orientations, including, in particular, affect theory.  We will 

consider diversity, in many forms, within Evangelical Christianities by reading the 

perspectives of scholars, practitioners, and commentators.  By engaging deeply with 

both academic and popular press texts throughout the course we will engage with a 

multifaceted narrative of Evangelical Christianities in America today. 

Requirements 

This course will be highly collaborative and discussion based.  In order to facilitate 

discussion, you will be assigned and assessed on the following: 

 Class Preparation:  You will write a total of (10) two-page summary-analysis 

papers within which you will craft a thesis, briefly summarize, and carefully 

analyze one assigned text.  Each paper is due on the day the text is being 

discussed in class.  Percentage of Grade:  60% 

 Class Participation:  You will be expected to engage with texts, lecture material, 

and each other during every class period.  To actively participate in class, you 

will be expected to have read the assigned text and will have a hard copy of the 

text at your disposal during each class meeting.  You are permitted to miss (2) 
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class periods throughout the semester with no penalty; further absences will 

directly impact your participation points.  You need not provide an excuse; you 

must, however, email me prior to the start of class.  Percentage of Grade:  20% 

 Group Presentation:  You–individually or as a group–will offer a thirty-minute 

seminar to your colleagues on a topic related to Evangelical Christianities in 

America that we have not covered in class.  You will be responsible for 1) 

identifying and researching a topic, 2) presenting your findings to the class, and 

3) preparing and leading the class through 2-3 discussion questions that connect 

your topic back to assigned course material.  Percentage of Grade:  20% 

Materials Needed 

For this course, a number of the readings will be compiled into a reader that you can 

purchase from [insert print shop].  In addition, you’ll need to buy copies of the 

following books: 

Sara Moslener, Virgin Nation:  Sexual Purity and American Adolescence 

Jessica Wilbanks, When I Spoke in Tongues: A Story of Faith and Its Loss 

Jessica Johnson, Biblical Porn: Affect, Labor, and Pastor Mark Driscoll’s 

Evangelical Empire 

Elizabeth Lenz, God Land: A Story of Faith, Loss, and Renewal in Middle America 

Ellen Lewin, Filled with the Spirit: Sexuality, Gender, and Radical Inclusivity in a 

Black Pentecostal Church Coalition 

This are widely available online both used and new.  Please note that you will not be 

allowed to utilize technological devices of any kind during class.  You are 

encouraged to take notes–with pen and paper.  You will be required to bring a 

physical copy of the readings with you to every class meeting. 

Course Schedule 

Week Reading Assignment 

Week 1 Methods & Theories  Day 1:  Kyla Wazana Tompkins, 

“Notes on How to Ask a Good 

Question about Theory That Will 

Promote Conversation and Further 

Discussion from Your 

Colleagues” 

Day 2:  Jonathan Z. Smith, 

“Religion, Religions, Religious” 
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Week Reading Assignment 

Week 2 Methods & Theories Day 1:  Jonathan Z. Smith, “Map 

is Not Territory” 

Day 2:  Bernhard Siegert, “The 

Map is the Territory” 

Week 3 Methods & Theories Day 1:  Jenna Supp-Montgomerie, 

“Affect and the Study of 

Religion” 

Day 2:  Donovan Schaefer, 

“Teaching Religion, Emotion, and 

Global Cinema” from Religions 

Affects: Animality, Evolution and 

Power 

Week 4 Jesus Camp Day 1:  Watch Jesus Camp 

Day 2:  Discuss Jesus Camp 

Week 5 Sara Moslener, Virgin Nation: Sexual 

Purity and American Adolescence  

Day 1:  Introduction & Chapter 1 

Day 2:  Chapter 2 

Week 6  Day 1:  Chapters 3-4 

Day 2:  Chapter 5 & Conclusion 

Week 7 Jessica Wilbanks, When I Spoke in 

Tongues: A Story of Faith and Its Loss 

Day 1:  Chapters 1-5 

Day 2:  Chapters 6-9 

Week 8  Day 1:  Chapters 10-14 

Day 2:  Chapters 15-18 

Week 9 Jessica Johnson, Biblical Porn: Affect, 

Labor, and Pastor Mark Driscoll’s 

Evangelical Empire 

Day 1:  Introduction & Chapter 1 

Day 2: Chapter 2-3 

Week 10  Day 1:  Chapter 4 

Day 2:  Chapter 5 & Conclusion 

Week 11 Elizabeth Lenz, God Land: A Story of 

Faith, Loss, and Renewal in Middle 

America 

Day 1:  Introduction & Chapters 

1-3 

Day 2:  Chapters 4-6 

Week 12  Day 1:  Chapters 7-9 

Day 2:  Chapters 10-13 

Week 13 Ellen Lewin, Filled with the Spirit: 

Sexuality, Gender, and Radical Inclusivity 

in a Black Pentecostal Church Coalition 

Day 1: Invocation & Chapter 1 

Day 2:  Chapters 2-3 
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Week Reading Assignment 

Week 14  Day 1:  Chapter 4 

Day 2:  Chapter 5 & Benediction 

Week 15 Presentations  

Week 16 Presentations  

Policies 

EMAIL:  I encourage you to contact me via email with questions or concerns about class.  During the week, I will 

respond within 24 hours.  Please do not, however, direct questions to me that can easily be answered by 

consulting the syllabus. 

FEEDBACK:  I am happy to work with you on your assignments during office hours or by appointment.  I will 

not read drafts of papers or provide feedback, however, through email. 

LATE WORK:  Late work should not be an issue in this class.  You will turn in all summary-analysis papers on 

the day we discuss the text you analyzed.  You (and, if applicable, your group) will sign up for a presentation time 

that works with your schedule.  Barring truly extenuating circumstances, no extensions will be given. 

Resources 

I encourage all of you to make use of the resources available to you on campus, particularly the following:  

[INSERT] 


