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Jonathan Rose Companies was engaged by the New York School of Interior Design 
(NYSID) to provide services relating to the expansion of the graduate school. 
Founded in 1916, the School is the only institution of higher learning in New York 
devoted exclusively to the design of the interior environment. NYSID was dedicated 
to the advancement of the discipline of interior design through education, research, 
professional development, public programs, and community outreach. The new graduate 
school space, serves interior architecture, lighting, sustainability and furniture design 
educational programs, and is housed in a space designed and constructed to LEED 
Platinum certification standards.

Jonathan Rose Companies’ role on this project began with an assessment of NYSID’s 
real estate portfolio and an analysis of potential options and solutions for expansion. 
We then quickly launched into a full site search to meet the growing programmatic 
needs. Concurrent with identifying a suitable site, Jonathan Rose Companies managed 
the design and construction team selection and oversaw the project implementation to 
occupancy of NYSID’s new space in time for school to open in August 2010.  A second 
floor phase II was also completed ahead of schedule in July 2011.

Jonathan Rose Companies advised on the green elements of the design which 
include: efficient HVAC and lighting systems with controls, recycled content and local 
source materials, and gracious use of daylight and views. Additionally, Jonathan Rose 
Companies assisted NYSID in ensuring a green operations and maintenance plan. 

The entire project team collaborated with NYSID’s leadership and administration to 
create a teaching and learning space that models the ideals of the institution and sets the 
stage for the future of education for the interior environment.

Firm Role  
Project Management 

Project Profile 
 Tenant fit-out for a design school 
graduate program includes 
dedicated design studios, seminar 
rooms, library and model shop, 
exhibition gallery and support 
spaces. Services include site 
selection, lease vs. buy analysis, 
and management of design and 
construction process over two 
phases.

Project Team
Architect: Gensler Architects
Construction Manager: Turner  
 Interiors
MEP Engineer: ICOR Associates
LEED Consultant: Steven Winters 
 Associates
Commissioning: Horizon Engineering

Total Project Size / Budget 
34,000 square foot fit out /  
 $10 million

Completion 
2011 

Selected Awards 
National Society of American  
 Registered Architects (SARA)  
 Celebration of Architecture &  
 Design Program Award, 2012  
Society of American Registered  
 Architects (SARA) Design  
 Award of Honor, Interior Design  
 Category, 2012

“ The School’s new graduate center 
signifies the evolution of [NYSID]
from a single-major school to a 
design college whose mission is 
committed to rethinking, in its 
vast totality, the design of the 
interior environment...The graduate 
center is home to a diverse slate of 
graduate programs that, together, 
provide a comprehensive design 
education and will influence the 
future of design practice.”

  President Christopher Cyphers 
New York School of Interior Design


