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Innovative Law Schools: Listing analysis
By Adam Palin

To complement this report on international legal education, the Financial Times has compiled
its sixth annual listing of Master of Laws (LLM) programmes.

The listing table provides an overview of taught graduate degrees offered by 85 leading law
schools, which each responded to an FT questionnaire.

Though these featured law schools are based in 20 different countries, the majority are from the
US, Europe and in particular the UK.

The number of LLMs on offer continues to rise. Among the 77 schools that were present in last year’s listing, there was a reported 10
per cent increase in the number of degrees compared with 2012.

This year, 25 schools featured in the listing reports launched one or more new degree courses. Largely fuelling this growth is the
continued number of degrees specialising in one area of law.

New courses range from an LLM in environmental law at the University of Melbourne to an LLM in law and gender offered at the
School of Oriental and African Studies in London.

Ioannis Kokkoris, professor of law and economics at the University of Reading – which has expanded its LLM portfolio to 16
programmes – expects the trend of specialisation to continue, if more selectively than in the past. Certain fields, particularly areas of
commercial law, will remain attractive to students and employers, he says.

“There is an intense need for lawyers who understand how markets work,” says Prof Kokkoris. Students are attracted to commercial
niches, such as derivatives, because they “recognise the need to differentiate themselves from the thousands of other LLM graduates”,
he says.

FT Master of Laws Listing 2013

Reading is among 30 per cent of law schools in the listing that partner with a business school to offer a joint programme. In the US,
several schools collaborate to offer the dual JD/MBA qualification.

University College Dublin’s Sutherland school of law will join these ranks in 2014 when it launches an LLM in international law and
business with UCD’s Smurfit business school.

Sutherland’s dean, Colin Scott, says the completion of the school’s new building – located next door to Smurfit – will encourage an
increasingly interdisciplinary approach to legal education.

Though campus investments by a number of other institutions – including Boston University and Fordham University – illustrate
commitment to in-person legal tuition, a growing number of leading law schools are making a foray into online delivery of masters
degrees.

Of schools featured in this year’s listing, 16 teach elements of their LLM programmes online. Pennsylvania State University’s Dickinson
school and Queen Mary, University of London, are among the 10 that deliver at least one of their LLMs entirely online.

The University of Law’s online iLLM is aimed at increasing accessibility and flexibility for students in full-time employment, says Scott
Slorach, vice-president of education. “These are busy people who want to learn independently,” he says.
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Improved online technology lends itself to the case study approach of the University of Law, says Prof Slorach. Multimedia “iTutorials”
guide students step-by-step through modules, each of which follows a lawyer’s response to a client task.

Developing personal skills is a particular challenge for institutions that have developed online degrees. Though technology restricts the
extent of interaction between students, technological advances may overcome this hurdle.

In partnership with 2U, the technology company, Washington University in St Louis this summer launched @WashULaw, an online
LLM. The course – which is aimed at non-US legal professionals – is structured around live online sessions where students can see each
other and interact as though in a classroom. Class sizes are about 10 students.

“The faculty were initially concerned that it wouldn’t be as rigorous as classes on campus,” says Michael Koby, assistant dean. “I find it
more rigorous as no student can hide. I’m testing them each a couple of times each class.”

Online delivery does not necessarily mean discounted fees. The @WashULaw programme involves tuition fees of $50,040. This exceeds
the average cost of listed US schools’ full-time LLMs – $45,700 – and is more than three times greater than the average cost of listed
European full-time LLMs – $15,100.

In addition to regional disparities in price, listed part-time programmes cost on average about two-thirds their full-time equivalents.
Across all featured schools, part-time LLMs carry an average minimum price tag of $19,600, compared with $30,600 for full-time
programmes.
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