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An historic home is restored to its 1870s 
splendor to become a luxurious inn. 

By Kathryn Bechen
u 

Photos by Glen cormier

Turning 
 Back the Clock

I

When the current 
owner of the  

Britt Scripps Inn,  
Gordon B.  

Hattersley III, 
purchased the 

1885 Case piano, 
Henry Steinway, 

the last living 
member of the 

famous Steinway 
piano family, 

signed it for him.

The Britt Scripps Inn, above, 
stands majestically on a hill 
overlooking San Diego. Original 
antique furnishings were re- 
upholstered and now grace the 
parlor, top. The hand-carved  
filigree arch was added a few years 
after the house was built in 1877; 
the rug is from Iran.

             f Victorian splendor—combined with modern luxu    
      ries and a twist of “green” living—is your preferred 
decorating style, look no further than the historic 1877 
Queen Anne-style Britt Scripps Inn in downtown San Diego, 
California, to serve as your perfect role model. 

Originally built for $3,000 by attorney Eugene W. Britt, 
the home was purchased for $16,000 five years later by 
Edward Scripps, the founder of America’s first newspaper 
chain, and it was owned by the Scripps family until 1944.
On Valentine’s Day 2005, after overseeing a painstaking 17-
month, historically accurate, $6 million exterior and interior 
renovation, current owner Gordon B. Hattersley III opened 
the home as an inn.

Hattersley consulted with San Diego’s Save Our Heri-
tage to orchestrate the renovation of the home and carriage 
house. The original exterior colors of deep hunter green, 
brick red and sunflower yellow were carefully duplicated 
using Sherwin-Williams paint. Much of the home’s interior 
was replaced. Original ornate stained-glass windows in the 
vestibule (depicting morning, noon and night as experienced 

•Authentic Restoration
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by aviary wildlife, including doves, swallows, an owl, a stork and a bat) 
were re-leaded. The original white oak flying staircase and hand-cut 
filigree ornamental woodwork also remain intact.   

Hattersley hired GatlingDesign.com as the interior design firm 
because of the team’s astute eye for color and its furnishings expertise. 
The designers began with the tile in the bathrooms and worked out-
ward from there, carefully duplicating the Queen Anne Victorian style 
of high society during the late 1800s and early 1900s.

Each of the inn’s several rooms and adjoining private bathrooms is 
distinctly decorated to stand unto itself as a prime example of Victorian 
décor. “Each room is its own statement of a high-quality Victorian 
room and evokes a certain emotional feeling,” says interior designer 
Richard Gatling.    

Gatling also notes that the Victorian period included several 
decorating styles, and his firm did thorough research before purchasing 
antique furnishings and architectural details from around the country.  
The goal was to use inexpensive fabrics that would create a luxuri-
ous feel; historical reproduction wallpaper fromBradbury.com was 
also used. Rich paint colors include Aged Wine and Burgundy from 
Sherwin-Williams, Colorado Clay from Benjamin Moore, and Pottery 
Blue from Frazee, to name a few.

A tile mosaic of the 1872 painting “Temperantia” by artist Edward 
Burne-Jones highlights one bathroom, and the dramatic Gothic Room 
includes a period reproduction ceiling medallion from DecoratorsSup-
ply.com in Chicago and a light fromGibsonandGibsonAntiqueLight-

       “Each room is its own statement    
of a high-quality Victorian room and evokes 
              a certain emotional feeling” 
                Richard Gatling, interior designer

A graceful hand-carved Oriental column 
that stands between the parlor and the 

entrance is original to the house.

The Fine Art of Stained Glass

                  ne of the focal points of   
               the Britt Scripps inn is the 
breathtaking two-story stained-glass 
window wall, shown here. the wall is 
original to the house, and the  glass has 
been completely re-leaded. the images 
depict morning, noon and night, and 
feature a variety of wildlife creatures 
as well as other scenes from nature, a 
popular subject in Victorian times. 

O

Sumptuous all-organic 
breakfasts are served in 

the inn’s dining room each 
morning. The lithograph 

is more than 100 years old 
and was once owned by a 
former Nevada governor.
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ing.com in San Diego. The Gothic-style wallpaper was chosen 
to coordinate with the bedcoverings and draperies, which were 
heavily layered in keeping with the sumptuousness and excess 
the Victorians so loved.   

Hattersley has recently taken the inn “green” according to 
California standards. In conjunction with EvergreenEarth.com, 
which rates green hotels, Britt Scripps recycles, uses natural 
products and LED lights, and more.

Would Hattersley do the renovation all over again? “Abso-
lutely,” he says. “The carpenters and crew told me they knew that 
never again in their lifetime would they get to work on such a 
project; it brought tears to my eyes.”  

Period wallpaper was used 
throughout the inn. In the 
Balboa Room, royal blue 
velvet drapes were custom 
made for a luxurious feel-
ing. All furnishings are 
authentic period antiques.

Britt Scripps 
Inn

406 Maple Street
San Diego, CA  92103
Phone: 619-230-1991

Toll-Free: 888-881-1991
E-mail: info@BrittScrippsInn.com

Web site: BrittScripps.com

The backyard 
carriage house 
boasts an original 
queen-size burl 
wood antique bed 
as well as an original 
antique chair and 
Tiffany lamps.  

The light and 
airy Garden 

Room has 
Victorian 

reproduction 
wicker fur-

nishings; the 
floral bedding 
contributes to 

the summer 
garden feel.
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delIght In the
detaIlS

1. the hand-carved filigree in the parlor 
was put in 5–10 years after the home was 
built in 1877. 2. the inn’s renovation began 
with custom tiles for each bathroom.  
3. Beautifully intricate in detail, the white 
oak flying staircase is original to the house. 
4. this dual light fixture has an original 
gas turnoff switch, even though it is now 
powered by electric bulbs. 5. a graceful 
light on top of the main staircase’s newel 
post is embellished with crystals, a Victorian 
favorite. 6. an original hand-carved antique 
headboard and luxurious pillows help to 
relax guests in the Golden oak room. 7. 
ornately detailed doorknobs and hinges are 
found throughout the house. 8. the star motif 
ceiling embellishment was achieved by layer-
ing wallpaper. 9. cameo tiles were chosen 
for this bath by the current inn owner because 
they reminded him of visiting his  aunt’s home   
when he was growing up.  
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