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Regain A Connection To God’s Creation

I distinctly remember hearing my 5th grade 
teacher recommend my father take me to 
the optometrist, I couldn’t see the black-
board. Putting on my first pair of glasses I 
was mesmerized by the clarity and beauty 
of nature. No longer did the trees look like 
a Monet painting, rather I could distinguish 
each individual leaf. I couldn’t get enough 
of looking at nature with my bottle cap 
glasses. 

Fast forward a few years and in my unhappiness as a teenager, I 
wanted nothing to do with God, however, my analytical side could not 
stop thinking of creation. From the majesty of a thunderstorm to the 
intricacies of a small insect I could not deny the Creator, my Creator. 

As a mother of five and now a grandmother to two, this beautiful 
world in which we have the privilege to reside has not lost it’s effect. 
Recently a daughter in college had to write a paper on what event 
has had the most impact in her life. As we talked about it, I was re-
minded that in my life it has always and continues to be creation. 

Whether I need a break from this fast paced world or time to talk to 
my father in heaven over the cares and concerns for the day, I’m 
found taken a long walk to observe nature or sitting on my back porch 
watching the deers, squirrels and turkeys that visit frequently is my 
refuge.

Although I love nature, I’m not a big nature documentary viewer, I 
tend to get frustrated over the narrators continual efforts to showcase 
creation with no regard to the Creator. Then I was asked to view The 
Riot and the Dance documentary. After just a few minutes into the 
show, I was fascinated by the beauty of the filmography but more 
importantly the focus was to give credit where credit was due, our 
Creator. This truly is a spectacular film!

In the pages that follow, I’ve outlined a five day study to enrich your 
movie going experience. Each day I focus on the characteristics of 
the God of creation and bring interesting facts about the animals you 
will be introduced to in the film. My goal is that creation will impact 
your life and the life of your kids as you have meaningful conversa-
tion about our wonderful Father and Creator.

Enjoy the Journey
Rebecca Farris
The Well Planned Gal
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CREATION

By getting our children outdoors 
to enjoy creation, we are exposing 
them to God’s general revelation.

God’s
“To be bored in this world is to be boring in this 
world.” - Dr. Gordon Wilson (film host)

We all have our “back in my day” stories about playing out-
side until the street lights came on or using our imagina-
tion to turn ditches into formidable forts and fallen logs into 
a steed fit for a princess. And we all know those standard 
health reasons for getting outside and playing. But fond 
memories and knowledge don’t always turn into under-
standing. The reality is that today’s children are being 
raised by parents who had the first generation of personal 
computers as well as the diversion of Atari and Nintendo. 
The impairment of our ability to appreciate the incredible 
and fascinating creation around us is not new with the 
current generation of children. It’s been with us for a while.

So, how do we break the cycle and regain a connection 
to God’s creation? The first step we as parents must 
take is to remember the benefits of pulling away from our 
busyness and indoor lives and stepping outdoors to enjoy 
God’s creation. 

PURPOSE
The creation story in Genesis 1 and 2 shows that we were 
meant to interact deeply with creation. We were designed 
to care for the animals and tend the earth. When we are 
not doing what we were designed to do, we suffer in every 
way: physically, emotionally, mentally, and spiritually. 

Spending time out in God’s creation is not just about 
exercise, although that is an important aspect of health. It 
is about living according to the way we were designed and 
fulfilling one of the assignments given to us at creation. 
And that is such an important message to hand to our 
children! 

By reducing the amount of time our children spend fo-
cused on games, movies, television, and social media, we 
reduce the input that makes them question who they are, 
what their purpose in life is, and whether or not they have 
value. By getting them out to connect with and enjoy 
God’s creation, we are reminding them what 
they were created to be and do! 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Theology teaches us that there are two ways by which 
God reveals Himself to people: specific or special reve-
lation and general revelation. Specific revelation is God’s 
Word, the Bible. General revelation is the way He shows 
Himself through all He has created. 

By getting our children outdoors to enjoy creation, we are 
exposing them to God’s general revelation. This sets the 
stage for conversations and discussions that will help point 
them toward God and His incredible love for them. Then, 
we can use that opportunity to point them to Scripture - His 
special revelation - and salvation. 

RELATIONSHIPS
Our “back in the day” memories almost always include fun 
relationships, don’t they? Another purpose established in 
creation was that of relationship. We were made to interact 
with God and with one another. But our desk jobs and 
social media and computer screens have helped us forget 
how to do that - and how to model good relationships for 
our children. 

Have you ever noticed what happens when we step 
outside for even thirty minutes of engagement with family 
and friends? Whether it’s a picnic lunch, a quick game of 
badminton, a playdate in the park, or a fun hike on a near-
by trail, connections seems to reignite much more easily 
away from distractions and immersed in God’s amazing 
creation - the very creation designed to accommodate and 
nourish relationships. 
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CREATION
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM

THE  RIOT AND THE DANCE

God’s

WATER STRIDERS
Water striders are slender, predatory insects that are 
able to use surface tension to walk on the top of water.

BIRDS
OF SRI LANKA

Sri Lanka is a small 
island near the south-

ern tip of India.there 
are more than 400 

species of birds.

MONTANA 
MOOSE
The moose is the  
largest species of deer.

SPOTTED DEAR

Only in Sri Lanka, the spotted deer is named for its distinctive spotted coat.

WATER STRIDERS

Water striders can be 
seen on the surface of 
calm or slow moving water 
throughout the U.S. and 
around the world. They 
prefer ponds, vernal pools, 
and marshes.

• Water striders are 
helpful to humans 
because they eat 
mosquito larvae.

• One species of water 
strider lives its entire 
life on the ocean.  

• There are more than 
1,680 species of 
water striders in the 
world.

C O N V E R S A T I O N  S T A R T E R S

SPOTTED DEER

The spotted deer inhabits 
lowland dry forests, savan-
nahs, and shrublands in 
Sri Lanka.

• Spotted deer belong 
to the Cervidae 
family.

• Male spotted deer 
have glands near 
their eyes that they 
rub on branches to 
deposit their scent.  

• A relationship has 
developed between 
the spotted deer and 
northern plains gray 
languars, which are 
a type of monkey. 
The deer benefit 
from the languar’s 
eyesight, while the 
languar benefits from 
the deer’s sense of 
smell.

Before the show, begin discussing some of the animals you see here to peek your 
child’s interest. Use the facts and interesting tips to have ongoing conversations as you 
weave the story of creation into your daily routine.

MOOSE

In Montana, the Shiras 
Bull Moose is the smallest 
of the subspecies and 
could weigh approximately 
1,000 pounds with an ant-
ler span of four-five feet.

• Female moose do 
not have antlers.

• Male moose have 
enormous antler that 
they shed each year 
to conserve energy 
for the winter.

• The moose’s nose 
actually allows it to 
chew while its head 
is underwater.

• A moose has no up-
per teeth in the front 
of its mouth, so it 
uses its strong upper 
lip to grab leaves and 
young branches.



CREATIVITY

It is so natural to teach our children 
of the love of God based on the  
beauty He created all around us  
for our delight and enjoyment.

God’s
God made all sorts of wild animals, livestock, and small 
animals, each able to produce offspring of the same 
kind. And God saw that it was good. Genesis 1:25
Have you ever noticed the expressions on the faces of your 
pets? Or the variety of colors in their fur, feathers, or skin? 
Even among the wild animals, there are incredible details 
in the design of a millipede’s body or a lizard’s natural coat 
of armor. Natural camouflage shows amazing creativity, 
but the speed of the pronghorn, the fastest animal in the 
western hemisphere, proves that even natural defense 
mechanisms can include variety and creativity. 

Each one of these details reminds us that the God we serve 
is not only all-powerful (omnipotent), all-knowing (omni-
scient), and ever-present (omnipresent), He is also the 
ultimate Creator. His creativity knows no bounds. In fact, as 
scientists continue to discover and uncover the mysteries 
of our world and the universe, they discover beauty and 
creativity that has been hidden from the eyes of man since 
creation, existing until now simply for the sake of beauty. 

ALL AROUND US
It is so natural to teach our children of the love of God 
based on the beauty He created all around us for our 
delight and enjoyment. He loves to bring us pleasure! The 
very fact that storms have a “silver lining” is evidence that 
God desires for us to see His beauty and creativity in every 
single aspect of nature. 

The most incredible part of it all is that, because we are 
image-bearers of God (Genesis 1:26), we too possess 
creativity that no other creature on earth possesses. Man-
kind can enjoy more depth of beauty in the dance of life all 
around us than any other creature on earth. But, we can 
also be inspired to create because of it. 

Have you ever been stuck on a project, only to find that a 
walk around the block or through the park opens your mind 
afresh? Have you ever noticed your children more ready 
to buckle down and work well after they’ve been able to 
play outside for even fifteen minutes? Sometimes, 
simply being in the presence of God’s 
creativity is all we need to stir our 
own. 

Imagine, though, what happens when we take the time to 
truly observe God’s creativity in creation, and teach our 
children to do the same! French impressionist Claude Monet 
was so captivated by the way different times of day and sea-
sons of the year played on the colors and textures of grain 
stacks in a field near his home that he created an entire se-
ries of paintings devoted completely to exploring that beauty! 

The same creativity that has flowed through famous artists 
like Monet, as well as musicians, architects, storytellers, po-
ets, and more flows through us and our children as well. We 
just have to take the time to nourish it through the enjoyment 
of God’s creation. 

INSPIRATION AND IDEAS
Here are some practical ways we can nourish creativity in 
our children: 

• For a writing assignment, have your child go spend time 
outside and write based on what he or she sees. The re-
sult can be a list of adjectives, nouns, verbs for younger 
children or a poem, story, or essay for older children. 

• Let time in creation help your children discover their nat-
ural talents. Observe how they respond to the breathtak-
ing sight of a doe and her fawn in the woods or the fas-
cination of ants carrying food along a path. Does beauty 
make them want to sing? Dance? Pull out a sketch pad? 
Write a poem? Nourish those natural inclinations. 

• When listening to music, listen together for moments 
that reflect nature - thunder, rain, animal sounds, 
the wind. Imagine what might have inspired 
the composer to incorporate those 
sounds. 
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CREATIVITY
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM

THE  RIOT AND THE DANCE

God’s

PROGHORN
Pronghorns are an ungulate (hoofed animal) that are reddish-brown 
to tan in color with two broad, white bands across the neck.

MILLIPEDES
Millipedes can live up 
to 7 years

SUN
SPIDER
These solpugids lack venom, so 
are considered harmless to hu-
mans, but have formidable jaws 
that can leave a painful bite. 

HUMMINGBIRDS

Hummingbirds are very small birds, measuring in the 3”-5” range and weighing only a few grams

HUMMINGBIRDS

With their long slender 
needlelike bills, humming-
birds can reach deep into 
tubular flowers to extract 
nectar.

• Hummingbirds are 
found only in the 
Western Hemisphere, 
with almost half the 
species living in 
the “equatorial belt” 
between 10 degrees 
north and south of 
the equator.

• The Bee Humming-
bird is the smallest 
birds, with an adult 
male weighing less 
than the weight of 
two paper clips.  

• A hummingbird can’t 
walk or hop, but can 
shuffle with its ex-
tremely short legs.

• Hummingbirds can 
consume up to 50% 
of their weight in  
nectar each 
day.

C H A L L E N G E  S T U D E N T S

PROGHORN

A species of sun spider 
can found in almost every 
desert in the word. 

• Sun spiders spend 
most of their time 
underground. 

• Sun spiders, in 
contrast to their 
name, actually detest 
sunlight. 

• Without venom, 
sun spiders are not 
considered danger-
ous to people. They 
do, however, have a 
very strong jaw and 
sharp teeth that can 
leave a painful bite if 
they feel threatened.
eyesight, while the 
languar benefits from 
the deer’s sense of 
smell.

Using the creative fun facts below, nourish creativity in your student. Challenge them to 
come up with ideas on to show their creativity. All them to draw, paint, create a poem, 
write a short story, act out a play or invent a craft project.

SUN SPIDER

 With their large white 
rump patch with a short 
white tail Pronghorns are 
found in North America.

• With speeds of up to 
sixty miles per hour, 
pronghorns are North 
America’s fastest 
land mammals.
Male moose have 
enormous antler that 
they shed each year 
to conserve energy 
for the winter.

• Pronghorns have 
hollow hair that helps 
insulate them from 
the cold.

• Pronghorns are  
excellent swimmers.



PROVISION

God does so much more than that provide because 

He birthed animals with the very body structure, 

nourishment needs, and instincts that would work 

hand in hand with that provision. 

God’s
Do you ever struggle with the wonderment of whether or 
not God will provide? I know I do on a regular basis. And, 
our children are born with the same struggle. 

In the well-known Sermon on the Mount, Jesus not only 
acknowledged this struggle, but gave an answer to it by 
pointing to nature. 

Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your 
life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor 
about your body, what you will put on. Is not life 
more than food, and the body more than clothing? 

Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor 
reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly 
Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than 
they? And which of you by being anxious can add 
a single hour to his span of life? 

And why are you anxious about clothing? Con-
sider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they 
neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon 
in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 

But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which 
today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the 
oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of 
little faith? Matthew 6:25-30

Isn’t it fantastic that even Scripture tells us to study nature? 

Regardless of habitat, family, size, or habits, each animal 
was created with a design for what it needs to not only 
survive but thrive! Their bodies were created to not only 
receive nourishment from specific sources, but to be able 
to access those sources as well. Take the starfish, for in-
stance. Its suckers allow it to wrap itself around hard, tightly 
sealed shellfish and slowly - sometimes over the course 
of several days - pry the shell open to eat the nourishment 
inside. 

A common feature among many female birds is their 
bland color, enabling them to hide in their nests and 
keep themselves and their eggs and young protected 
from predators. 

The more we study the vast array of animals God has 
created and their interaction with the world around 
them, the more we see that He does not simply provide 
for them on a daily basis. He does so much more than 
that because He birthed in them the very body structure, 
nourishment needs, and instincts that would work hand 
in hand with that provision. 

REMIND THEM OF THIER VALUE!
 As we study nature with our children, we can show 
them examples of God’s provision and remind them of 
Jesus’ statement that we are even more valuable than 
they are! We can also teach our children about God’s 
provision of salvation. Just like in our lives, sometimes 
things go poorly for the animals. Fire and drought ruin 
habitats and changes in the life cycles make food 
scarce sometimes. That is caused by sin. But, God’s 
salvation ensures that our greatest need, the need for 
us to be reunited with Him and creation to be restored 
to its intended perfection, will be met. 

And even beyond the need for salvation, we are told 
that just as God provides for those birds of the air and 
the lilies of the field, so will He provide for us. It might 
not be exactly as we expected, and there might be 
some aches and hurts along the way, but He will 
definitely provide. We just need to let the 
birds and lilies remind us of that 
every now and then!  
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PROVISION
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM

THE  RIOT AND THE DANCE

God’s

WEAVER BIRD
Weaver birds are a small perching bird. Their name comes from 
the nests of intricately woven vegetation that they make make. 

ELK
A male elk’s antlers may reach up to four 
feet above its head, giving the animal a 
towering height of nine feet.

SONORAN  
MUD TURTLE
Although these turtles need a 
moist enviroment to survive, God 
created them in a unique way to 
survive in the Sonoran Desert.

WATER 
BUFFALO

Male water buffaloes have very distinctive, large curved horns on the tops of their heads. 

WEAVER BIRDS

Weaver birds are found 
across the Indian Subcon-
tinent and Southeast Asia. 
Flocks of these birds can 
be found in grasslands, 
cultivated areas, and scrub. 
They make nest colonies 
that are usually found on 
thorny trees or palm fronds 
and the nests are often 
built near water or hanging 
over water where predators 
cannot reach easily.

• Weavers are social 
and gregarious birds. 
Flocks fly in close 
formations, often per-
forming complicated 
maneuvers. 

• Weaver feed on 
cultivated grains such 
as rice.

• Baya weavers are 
known for the elab-
orately woven nests 
constructed by the 
males. 

T H I N K  I T  T H R O U G H

ELK

A mature male elk may 
stand over five-and-a-half 
feet tall at the shoulder, 
and can weigh nearly 
1100 pounds.Sun spiders 
spend most of their time 
underground. 

• Elk are ruminants, 
like cows, and have 
a four-chambered 
stomach. 

• Elk can run as fast 
as forty miles an 
hour and have been 
known to outsprint 
horses in short foot-
races.

• Elk consume 100lb 
of food a day to store 
up for winter. 

• They ypically have 
75,000 ticks on them 
until the cold of win-
ter kills them.

Ask students to think of ways God provides for these animals. Ask them to describe 
how God has created their habitat and supplies their food. For older students, this is a 
great opportunity to begin sharing how God provides for your family.

WATER BUFFALO

Water buffalo spend most 
of their time submerged in 
the muddy waters of Asia’s 
tropical forests. 

• The water buffalo’s 
hooves are spread 
out which keeps the 
water buffalo from 
sinking into the mud

• Adult female water 
buffalo and their 
young form clans 
of as many as thirty 
individuals. Clans are 
led by old cows, even 
when bulls accompa-
ny the group. Adult 
males form bachelor 
groups of up to ten 
individuals and spend 
the dry season apart 
from the female 
clans.



PROTECTION

God’s protection is not an after-thought. 
It is not a reaction to evil... Instead, His 
protection is imbedded into the very 
fabric of creation. 

God’s
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I 
fear? The Lord is the stronghold[a] of my life; of whom 
shall I be afraid? - Psalm 27:1
Even if you avoid the news studiously, you cannot escape 
the reality that we live in a frightening world. And it’s getting 
harder and harder to protect our children from both that 
reality and the awareness of it. It’s hard to teach them how 
to be careful while still protecting their innocence. 

But, as we’ve seen with many other aspects of life, God’s 
revelation through creation can help us process through 
both the reality of fear and the truth of God’s protection. 

In the animal kingdom, because of the fall, there is a con-
stant struggle between predator and prey. But as we study 
animals - and plants as well - we can clearly see how God 
created internal protection for the creatures He put on this 
earth. 

Some enjoy camouflage that helps them blend into their 
surroundings and become invisible to their predators. 
Others are surrounded by protective shells, armed with 
stingers, or equipped with internal laboratories that can mix 
venom in a way that’s safe for themselves but harmful to 
their enemies. 

While it is true that there are always predators that are 
equipped to break through the defenses (remember the 
starfish and shellfish?), the image of God’s created and 
established protection can be seen throughout creation. 

POWERFUL REMINDER
This image of protection helps us to acknowledge for 
ourselves and teach our children a very powerful truth: 
God’s protection is not an after-thought. It is not a reac-
tion to evil, forcing Him to try to figure out how to take 
care of His creation in the fact of danger. Instead, His 
protection is imbedded into the very fabric of creation. 

We do have to deal with the reality that bad things hap-
pen, both in the animal kingdom and in our daily lives. 
But that does not mean that we are without protection. 
It simply means that we live in a fallen, sinful world (the 
very sin the introduced the struggle between predator 
and prey), and we’re still awaiting God’s restoration. 

When our children see bad things happen, it can be 
hard to convince them of God’s protection. But, the 
proof of it is written all across creation! As we teach our 
children about how God’s protection is worked into the 
very nature of the way He created animals, we can also 
teach them that His protection of us is not an after-
thought. 

It is His perfect plan. And even when the dangers or 
pains or hardships seem to close in on us, we can trust 
His protection to be just perfect. It might not always feel 
good. It might sometimes feel a bit like a lizard losing his 
tail to save the rest of himself! But, it is a part of God’s 
design to take care of every one of our needs. 
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PROTECTION
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM

THE  RIOT AND THE DANCE

God’s

LIZARDS
There are around 5,000 different species of lizard ranging 
from small lizards that are just a few centimeters in size, to 
much larger lizards that measure a few meters long.

SNAKES

Snakes are elongated, legless, carnivorous reptiles. 
They are vertebrates covered in overlapping scales.

BEES
Bees, members of the Apidae family, are flying 
insects that collect nectar and pollen. 

SCORPIONS

Scorpions are arachnids, rather than insects, and are most closely related to spiders and ticks. 

SNAKES

Snakes are found on every 
continent except Antarctica. 
Sea snakes are widespread 
throughout the Indian and 
Pacific Oceans.

• Small snakes grow 
to around 10 cm in 
length, while the enor-
mous anaconda can 
reach up to 30ft long.

• Most species of snake 
inhabiting colder 
regions will hibernate 
through the cold winter 
months.

• Weighing in at 550 
pounds, the giant an-
aconda is the largest 
snake in the world. 

C O N V I N C I N G  C H A T S

SCORPIONS

Scorpions are mainly 
found in the southern 
hemisphere in deserts and 
jungle habitats alike. 

• Scorpions feed upon 
insects, spiders, 
centipedes, and other 
scorpions. Larger 
scorpions eat small 
lizards, snakes, and 
rodents.

• Scorpions contain 
a substance in their 
exoskeleton that 
makes it imperme-
able and causes 
scorpions to glow 
under ultraviolet light. 
If you take a black 
light out on a summer 
night, you might 
be surprised how 
many scorpions are 
around.

Study the fascinating facts about the bees, scorpions and snakes. Discuss with your 
students how each animal is equipped to protect themselves. This is a great lead in to 
discussing personal protection as well as divine protection!

BEES

Honey bees can thrive in 
natural or domesticated 
environments, though they 
prefer to live in gardens, 
woodlands, orchards, 
meadows, and other areas 
where flowering plants are 
abundant.

• Honey bees must 
gather nectar from 
two million flowers to 
make one pound of 
honey.

• The average bee will 
make only 1/12th of a 
teaspoon of honey in 
its lifetime.

• Honey bees’ wings 
stroke 11,400 times 
per minute, which 
causes their distinc-
tive buzz.



GRACE

When we expose our children to nature 
and help them learn about God’s creation, 
we are helping them fulfill the responsi-
bility God established for us...

God’s
Take your children outside and look at your home together. 
Drive through your town or city and observe the interac-
tion between man and nature. Explore together and try to 
discover the difference between the man-made creations 
that stand in harmony with nature and those that seem to 
fight against it. 

All too often, we spend a lot of energy fighting against 
nature. We think of fruit bats as gross, view slugs as slimy 
and disgusting, and shudder over spiders. So, we build 
homes and buildings that are designed to block out these 
and other pests of nature. 

We used to design buildings and homes to maximize 
warmth in the winter and cool in the summer, but now we 
rely on central heat and air to do the job. Windows and 
daylight used to flood our homes, but now we keep our 
windows curtained and rely on electric lights. 

But, our responsibility as God’s children, established at cre-
ation, isn’t to block out nature. It is to subdue it, understand 
it, appreciate it, and care for it. 

POWERFUL
In order to do that, though, we have to be willing to study 
and explore nature. Even the spiders we really, really don’t 
like are fascinating creatures. Learning about them can 
help us know whether the spider we see in the garage 
needs to be killed quickly before it hurts us or is okay to 
leave alone so it can help control the mosquito population 
more rapidly. The same goes for that fat, ugly toad that 
lives in the corner, or even the king snake that likes to rustle 
around in the pile of leaves gathering in the ditch. Each 
creature has a purpose. 

When we expose our children to nature and help them 
learn about God’s creation, we are helping them fulfill the 
responsibility God established for us when he established 
the foundations of the world. We aren’t simply teaching 
them facts about science. We are showing them how to 
live on this earth as God intended for us to live. 

Unfortunately, we also have to deal with the fact that 
there is sin in the world. Romans 8:19-22 reminds us 
that we as God’s children aren’t the only ones to feel the 
effects of sin. Creation itself feels it! 

For the creation waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was 
subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of 
him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself 
will be set free from its bondage to corruption and 
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of 
God. For we know that the whole creation has been 
groaning together in the pains of childbirth until 
now.
This is the very reason we shudder over spiders, fear 
snakes, despise mosquitoes, and anticipate danger in 
the presence of sharks and alligators. 

But, this leads us to one more beauty of studying 
creation. As we learn about how God designed each 
and every animal, from the most-beloved to the 
most-despised, we can also see how His grace ex-
tends throughout creation. Even watching something as 
simple as a community of animals instinctively caring 
for one another helps us teach our children about God’s 
wonderful grace! 

Creation is not as it should be because of sin. But, by 
studying it alongside our children, we can fulfill our re-
sponsibility and learn about His grace, even while we all 
wait for the freedom that will come when Christ returns 
and restores all things! 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM

THE  RIOT AND THE DANCE

God’s

SEALS

Seals are carnivorous marine animals with  
streamlined bodies and feet developed as 
flippers,They primarily hunt fish, squid, and 
crustaceans. 

DRAGONFLY
The dragonfly is large predatory insect found hovering 
near lakes and swamps.

FROGS
Frogs are well known for their coiled, sticky 
tongue which they project out of their mouths to 
catch insects. 

FRUIT 
BATS

Fruit bats are large, fruit eating bats that live in warm climates. 

FROGS

Frogs are found all over the 
world with the exceptions 
of the polar regions. Many 
of the 5,000 frog species 
are found in the tropical 
rainforests of the southern 
hemisphere.

• Some frogs can leap 
over 50 times their 
body length.

• Frogs tend to lay their 
eggs in ponds and 
lakes, but in some 
cases have been 
known to lay their 
eggs in big puddles.

• Frogs don’t drink wa-
ter with their mouths 
but instead “drink” 
by absorbing water 
through their skin.

R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y

FRUIT BATS

Fruit bats, from the 
Family Pteropodidae, 
are flying mammals that 
live in dense forests in 
Africa, Asia, Europe and 
Australia. 

• There are different 
kinds of fruit bats, 
with some of the big-
gest fruit bats’ having 
wings about six feet 
across, tip to tip. 

• The bones of a bats 
wing are arranged 
in a similar pattern 
to the bones in 
our hands, but the 
stretchy skin between 
the digits allows fruit 
bats to fly.

• In two species of 
fruit bat, the female 
may be attended by 
a “midwife” to assist 
her during birth.

Use the information on animals in this guide to converse with students about how they 
can be responsible for animals. Talk about recent animals they have seen and what 
part those animals play in the cycle of life.

SEALS

 Many species of seal 
inhabit waters in the 
northern hemisphere and 
are often found in coastal 
waters or rocky shores. 
Seals are found in most 
waters of the world, mainly 
in the Arctic and Antarctic 
but also in some areas of 
the tropics.

• The Elephant seal is 
the largest species 
of seal. 

• Because they some-
times spend months 
at sea, seals can 
sleep underwater.

• Seals have sensitive 
whiskers that help 
them to detect prey in 
murky waters.


