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#MosesEvent

Sometimes, Bible stories we have heard all 
our lives become so familiar that we begin 
to miss the wonder of them! That’s why it 
is so important to stretch our minds and 
explore each of these favorite stories from 
a different perspective now and then. 

I have long loved taking in live Sight & 
Sound Theatres® performances of Bible 
stories, and now I am excited to see those 
same amazing presentations become 
available on the big screen as well. The  
visual feast of a Sight & Sound  
performance heightens the senses and 
breathes new life into long-familiar stories. 

The greatest part of enjoying Sight & Sound 
performances is the ability to return to  
Scripture with a fresh perspective on  
the story. My hope is that the devotionals, 
conversation starters, and activities found 
on the next few pages will help you and your 
family merge an evening of theater delight 
with a fresh look at the story of Moses in the 
Bible. 

Each topic is divided into discussion ideas 
and activities suitable for every stage  
of learning to help you customize your  
family’s interaction with MOSES. May you 
have fun learning and exploring together as 
you get a fresh look at this powerful story. 

Enjoy the Show!

Fresh
Sight & Sound 
Theatres® Presents:

MOSES
September 13, 15 & 20

ONLY

Perspective



MOSES?
Most people like a good story. We like to know the details about people 
and their lives; and when we don’t know those details, we feel like we need 
to imagine them. That’s probably why we love books, movies, and plays 
about Moses. 

But the real reason we want to know details is because we want to know 
whether or not we’re like the people in our stories. Can we be heroes like 
they were? 

The Bible doesn’t really tell us a whole lot about what life was like for 
Moses as a child. In fact, you can go right now and read Baby Moses’ 
story very quickly in Exodus 2:1-10. That’s it! That little passage really only 
focuses on a small part of Moses’ life. We don’t know if he liked growing up 
in Pharaoh’s household or if he was always a little left out because he was 
different. We don’t know if he secretly worshiped the true God while  
everyone else worshiped the false Egyptian gods, or if he didn’t really 
know God at all until the burning bush. 

All we really know is that God chose Moses when he was a tiny baby. 
He protected Moses when he was helpless, then had him grow up in 
Pharaoh’s court so he would know how to manage a nation when the time 
came. God had Moses live for forty years in the desert so he would know 
how to lead a large group of people through it. Finally, when the time was 
right, God appeared to Moses in a miraculous way and commanded him to 
lead God’s people to freedom. 

Moses has a very familiar name, but the true hero is always God. And God 
can and does use us just like He used Moses! We don’t have to know all 
of the details of what Moses was like or how he grew up. We just need to 
know that we belong to the same God Moses did. And no matter what we 
think we can or can’t do, God can work out all of the details to put us right 
where He needs us to be. 

Who Was
Conversation Starter

Starting Out
Preschool - 1st Grade

Egyptian royalty had their heads shaved. The hair shown in 
ancient Egyptian drawings was actually an elaborate wig.

Did You Know?

Cut 8-10 equal sections around a paper bowl. Let your child practice 
making a woven basket by weaving yarn or ribbon through the sections.

Activity
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What is your 
favorite part 
of the story of 
Moses?



Conversation Starter

Getting Excited
2nd - 4th Grade

Moses, a Hebrew, was adopted by the Egyptian Pharaoh’s 
daughter. Although he was raised in the royal court, he knew 
he had been born a Hebrew.

Did You Know?

Activity

Conversation Starter

Do you ever think that you’re not special 
enough to be used by God? 

How can Moses’ story help you with that?

Did You Know?

Beginning to Understand
5th - 8th Grade

Conversation Starter

Learning to Reason
9th - 12th Grade

Activity

Cut a 2-liter bottle in half. Cut equal, thin strips 
vertically around the bottom half. Have your 
child weave ribbon or yarn through the strips 
around the bottle to create a woven basket. 

Learn about hieroglyphics. Write your name. 
Then write a sentence or two about Moses’ 
childhood using hieroglyphics.

Did You Know? Activity

Read the first few chapters of Exodus with your 
parents. What can you learn about Moses that you 
didn’t know before?

Presuppositions are ideas we have 
about things that impact how we 
view them. What presuppositions 
do you have about the story of 
Moses? How do they differ from 
the actual text? What do those 
differences teach you about the 
importance of recognizing your 
presuppositions before you read 
the Bible? 

Some historians 
claim that Hatshepsut 
was the Pharaoh’s 
daughter who rescued 
Moses, but dates and 
dynasties are greatly 
debated among 
scholars. 

Study ancient 
Egyptian drawings, 
particularly the way 
the people were 
formed. Then draw a 
picture of what you 
think Moses and his 
Egyptian family might 
have looked like.

Moses was born a Levite (the Israelite 
tribe that was later set apart by God to 
be priests or to help support the priests 
and take care of the tabernacle) but 
was raised in the Egyptian court.  

Who Was Moses?



PROBLEM?
Did you know that the Israelites hadn’t 
always lived in Egypt? A long time  
before, they lived in a place called 
Canaan. They were one much smaller 
family then. The father’s name was 
Jacob, and he had twelve sons. One 
of those sons was named Joseph, and 
he had a coat of many colors. You’ve 
probably read his story and know all that 
happened to Joseph and his brothers 
and how they all ended up moving to 
Egypt. Well, that family ended up living 
in Egypt for over 400 years! If we count 
back 400 years, that would take us back 
to some of the earliest European settlers 
in North America. That’s a long time!

Over time, the Israelites grew from  
one small family to thousands upon 
thousands of people. There were so 
many of them that the Egyptians  
became afraid of them. They thought 
some of their enemies might convince 
the Israelites to team up and overthrow 
the Egyptians, and they didn’t want that. 
So the Egyptians decided that if they 
made the Israelites work really, really 
hard for them, they wouldn’t be able to 
fight against their masters.

Essentially, the Israelites became 
slaves. They had to do everything the 
Egyptians told them to do, including 
making and moving big bricks to build 

What Was The
Conversation Starter

Starting Out
Preschool - 1st Grade

Do you ever get scared? 

How can the story about the Israelites help you 
remember to trust God when you’re scared?

When Egypt won a war against another country, it is 
believed that they brought the people from that country 
back to Egypt to become slaves.

Did You Know?

Build a pyramid using sugar cubes. To make it more 
authentic-looking, paint the cubes and add a sprinkling of 
sand. Or, for less mess, use Legos instead.

Activity

cities for the Egyptians. Their lives 
became harder and harder and harder, 
so they cried out for help. The Bible 
tells us in Exodus 2:24 that God heard 
those cries, and He sent Moses to 
rescue them. But things didn’t get better 
right away. In fact, in Exodus chapter 
5, we read that, because Pharaoh was 
mad at Moses, he made the work even 
harder for the Israelites. They didn’t like 
that, and it made them even get mad at 
Moses! 

The Israelites lost hope pretty quickly, 
but God didn’t give up on them. He 
wanted to show them that He was 
powerful and that He was in control. He 
wanted to teach them how to be patient 
and trust Him. 

You see, the Israelites thought their 
slavery was the only problem. But  
really, the problem was that they didn’t 
know very much about God and His 
power. By rescuing the Israelites from 
their slavery, God was going to show 
them and the whole world just how 
powerful He was and how much people 
could trust Him to take care of them. 

Do you sometimes feel your problems 
are too big? Don’t lose hope! You can 
trust the same powerful God to take 
care of you, too, no matter how big your 
problems may be! 
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Conversation Starter

Getting Excited
2nd - 4th Grade

Evidence suggests that 
the pyramids were not 
built by slaves but by 
paid laborers. While the 
ancient Egyptians did, in 
fact, keep slaves, they 
appear to have mostly 
used them as field hands 
and domestic servants.

Did You Know?

Activity

Conversation Starter

Do you ever have trouble being patient? Think of 
a way that Moses’ story can help you remember to 
be patient when you’re waiting for something. 

Did You Know?

Beginning to Understand
5th - 8th Grade

Conversation Starter

Learning to Reason
9th - 12th Grade

Activity

Make bricks using 
mud or clay and 
straw.

Read Mara, Daughter of the Nile 
by Eloise Jarvis McGraw.  

Did You Know? Activity

How would you feel if you were being treated badly, 
asked for help, and had to wait a long time for that 
help? Would you feel forgotten? How do you think the 
story of Moses can help you remember that God never 
forgets you, even if He doesn’t help quickly?

What do you think of when you 
hear the word “slave”? Do you 
think slavery was the same in 
ancient Egypt or ancient Rome as 
it was in the British Empire or in 
the US before the Civil War? How 
does contemplating the nuances 
of the word impact how you read 
Exodus?

Egyptian slaves were 
sometimes executed to 
accompany a deceased 
Pharaoh into the afterlife.

Make a pyramid using 
miniature marshmallows 
and toothpicks. Have 
contests to see who can 
build the tallest pyramid 
that doesn’t fall over.

Slaves from royal 
families were held in 
high regard. Many 
of these slaves were 
more educated and 
were used for their 
knowledge of  
accounting and 
writing.

What Was The Problem?



HIS PEOPLE?
When we talk about all of the things that happened in Exodus, we often call it 
the story of Moses or the story of the Israelites journeying through the desert. 
But do you remember what the real problem was? It was that people didn’t 
know much about God. So maybe the story should be called “Getting to Know 
God.” 

God seemed to put a lot of effort into rescuing the Israelites, but everything 
He did was about letting people know a little more about Himself. You see, the 
Egyptians had a lot of gods. They believed that there was a god who ruled over 
the Nile, so they worshiped him. They believed that different gods provided 
crops, protected them from disease, and even controlled the sun itself. They 
even believed that Pharaoh was one of the gods, so they worshiped him. 

As the one true God sent each of the plagues, He showed both the Egyptians 
and the Israelites that He was the One who really held the power. Every one 
of God’s miracles showed how powerless the Egyptian gods were, including 
Pharaoh. By the time Pharaoh agreed to let the Israelites go, even some of his 
own people decided they would rather go with the Israelites and serve this great 
God. 

Over time, Moses wrote down everything that God did to rescue the Israelites 
and provide for them as they wandered in the desert. He wrote it down because 
God didn’t just want the Egyptians and Israelites to know about Him. He wanted 
everyone to know! That includes us! 

Sometimes we forget how powerful God is. We forget that we can trust Him no 
matter what. That’s why it is important for us to read about Moses and the Isra-
elites over and over again. Even if we have heard the story a hundred times, we 
still need to be reminded that God loves us and wants us to get to know Him, 
too. We can be thankful that Moses wrote the story down so we can always 
remember that truth!

How Did God Help
Conversation Starter

Starting Out
Preschool - 1st Grade

What do you think the scariest plague was? 

God used the ten plagues mentioned in the Bible to 
demonstrate His power to both the Egyptians and the 
Israelites.

Did You Know?

Pick one or two of the most interesting plagues to draw a 
picture of.

Activity
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Conversation Starter

Getting Excited
2nd - 4th Grade

Did You Know?

Conversation Starter

How do you think it would have felt to be an 
Egyptian during the plagues? 

Would you have wanted to tell Pharaoh to 
let God’s people go or to keep fighting? 

The plagues on  
Egypt showed  
God’s power to the 
nations around 
Egypt and made  
them afraid of  
the Israelites  
and their God!

Did You Know?

Beginning to Understand
5th - 8th Grade

Conversation Starter

Learning to Reason
9th - 12th Grade

Activity

Create a book illustrating the ten plagues 
God used in Egypt.

Write a story from the perspective 
of either an Israelite or an Egyptian 
experiencing the ten plagues.

Did You Know? Activity

Exodus 12:38 says that a “mixed multitude” went out 
of Egypt with the Israelites, meaning that there were 
Egyptians and others who left, too. If you had been an 
Egyptian, do you think you would have wanted to stay 
in Egypt after all the plagues or go with the Israelites?

It’s hard to pin down when the 
Israelites lived in and left Egypt 
because extra-biblical records 
have not been discovered. Based 
on what you know or are able to 
research about ancient Egyptian 
history, how would you defend the 
story of the Exodus despite the 
lack of relevant Egyptian records?

In the Exodus story, the blood 
of the lamb keeps the Israelite 
families from harm. This is 
a type of foreshadowing of 
what will happen in the New 
Testament. God uses the 
image of a lamb to represent 
Jesus, whose blood will bring 
salvation.

Do some research into 
the connection between 
the plagues and the 
gods of Egypt. Do you 
agree or disagree with 
the thought that the 
plagues were directly 
correlated with gods 
the Egyptians 
worshiped?

Some experts have 
connected each of the ten 
plagues on Egypt with one 
of the gods the Egyptians 
worshiped. For example, 
the fourth plague, flies, may 
have been a judgment on 
Uatchit, the fly god.

How Did God Help His People?

Activity



Going?
Have you ever had to wait a long, long, 
long time for something? Well, a very, 
very long time before Moses, God made 
a promise to a man named Abraham. 
He told Abraham that he would have 
a whole lot of descendants (a fancy 
name for his children, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, and beyond!), and 
that God would give them a special land. 

Do you remember talking about a man 
named Jacob and his son Joseph and 
how they were the first ones to arrive 
in Egypt? Well, Jacob was Abra-
ham’s grandson and Joseph was his 
great-grandson. So Moses and all of the 
rest of the Israelites were actually those 
many descendants God had promised to 
Abraham! And after hundreds of years, 
long after Abraham had died, they were 
finally getting to go to the special land 
God had promised to Abraham.

Being freed from slavery was pretty 
important to the Israelites, because they 
didn’t like being slaves. But freeing them 
was only part of God’s plan and Moses’ 
job. In fact, it was the smallest part of 
the plan!

The truly important part of the plan had 

Where Were They
Conversation Starter

Starting Out
Preschool - 1st Grade

How would you like to live in a tent in the 
desert for 40 years? 

Over thousands of years, places in the Bible can move 
or disappear altogether. This makes it hard to be sure of 
the exact route the Israelites took out of Egypt.

Did You Know?

Make 2 “stone” tablets out of cardboard, card stock, or pa-
per bags. Print a copy of the Ten Commandments onto two 
pieces of paper, then cut and glue them to the tablets.

Activity
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to do with God’s promise from a long 
time before to lead Israelites to the 
Promised Land. But there was more. 
Along the way, He knew He had to 
teach the people how to be a nation that 
served and honored Him. So He gave 
Moses the Ten Commandments and 
other laws and commands to help the 
people understand how they could show 
they loved and honored God with their 
lives. 

Sometimes when we’re trying to obey 
God, we think we know the plan. But 
God knows so much more than we do, 
and He may have a bigger plan out 
there for us. He wants to teach us like 
He did the Israelites. He wants to help 
us get to know Him and follow Him well. 

The Israelites might have been fleeing 
slavery and traveling to a new land. 
But their real goal was to become a 
nation that loved and served God. And 
the same thing is true for us. No matter 
where we go or what we do, our real 
goal is to become people who love God 
and serve Him with our whole hearts. 



Conversation Starter

Getting Excited
2nd - 4th Grade

Did You Know?

Activity

Conversation Starter

The Israelites had to learn a lot about God 
while they were traveling. How can you 
learn more about God? What do you have 
that the Israelites didn’t?

Archaeologists and biblical scholars do not all agree on where the 
Red Sea was located, although it is almost surely NOT the Red  
Sea we know today.

Did You Know?

Beginning to Understand
5th - 8th Grade

Conversation Starter

Learning to 
Reason
9th - 12th Grade

Trace one (or more) of the proposed routes the 
Israelites took from Egypt to Canaan on a map.

Did You Know? Activity

The Israelites were learning many new things about God 
that they’d never known before. What is one new thing 
you’ve learned about God recently? Do you think you’ll 
ever learn all there is to know about Him and the Bible?

Joseph told the Israelites that they 
would eventually leave Egypt, so 
they were waiting for this promise 
to come about. We’re waiting for a 
promise, too - the second coming 
of Christ. Think about how you feel 
as you wait for that promise. How 
do you think it compares to how 
the Israelites felt as they waited  
for their deliverance? 

According to the Bible, the land  
God gave Israel included every-
thing from the Nile River in Egypt to 
Lebanon and everything from the 
Mediterranean Sea to the Euphrates 
River. This would include all of the 
land possessed by modern Israel, 
as well as the West Bank, Gaza, 
and Jordan, plus some of Egypt, 
Syria, Saudi Arabia, and Iraq.

Study some of 
the proposed 
routes for 
the Exodus. 
Which one do 
you think is 
the most likely 
candidate, 
and why?

Despite seeing God’s power demonstrated before, during, and after 
the Exodus, most of the Israelites refused to enter the Promised 
Land when they first arrived. Because of this, the Israelites had to 
wander in the desert until almost the entire generation had died.

Where Were They Going?

Watch the movie The Ten Commandments after 
you have watched MOSES and read the story in 
the Bible. Compare both movies to what is written 
in the Bible. How are they the same? How are 
they different? Discuss reasons for the differenc-
es.

Activity



Special?
We’ve talked a lot about the story of 
Moses and the Israelites. We know what  
the Bible tells us about who Moses 
was, why the Israelites were crying for 
freedom, what God did to free them, and 
where they were going. But there’s still 
one important question we have to think 
about whenever we look at the story of 
Moses and the Israelites: why did God 
choose them? 

We like to think that God chooses  
people because the people are special. 
That makes us feel special when we see 
how He uses us. And we are special 
because we are His creations! But God 
didn’t choose Moses because he was 
a very important person. And He didn’t 
save the Israelites because they were 
more important than other people. 

This is where we have to remember 
the role people play in God’s story. God 
chooses people and He uses them, but 
they aren’t the heroes. God is the hero. 
Every single story in the Bible is about 
God, His plan to make Himself known to 
the world, and the amazing ways He lets 
people be a part of His plan. 

Why Were They
Conversation Starter

Starting Out
Preschool - 1st Grade

How can you show other people 
that you love God?

Moses was about 80 years old when God chose him to 
lead His people out of Egypt.

Did You Know?

God loved the Israelites even though they didn’t always 
follow Him the way they should. God is good and keeps His 
promises. Draw a picture of a time God took care of you.

Activity
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Throughout the Bible, we see the people 
God has chosen since creation. He 
chose Noah to build an ark. He chose 
Abraham to leave his people and travel 
to a new place. He chose Joseph to be 
sent into Egypt as a slave so that his 
whole family could be saved from the 
famine. Then He chose Moses and the 
Israelites to be the example of what it 
meant to be God’s people. 

Later He would use people like David, 
Isaiah, Daniel, Mary, Peter, Paul, and 
many others to continue His plan. And 
He still chooses people today! But in 
every story, we have to remember that 
it’s not about the people. It’s about the 
God who has a perfect plan. 

Moses and the Israelites weren’t chosen 
because they were special. They were 
special because God chose to use 
them to fulfill His plan. The best part is 
that God’s plan isn’t over yet. He is still 
introducing Himself to the world, and 
that means He is still using people to be 
a part of that plan - very special people 
like you and me!



Conversation Starter

Getting Excited
2nd - 4th Grade

Did You Know?

Activity

Conversation Starter

The Israelites were learning many new 
things about God that they’d never known 
before. What is one new thing you’ve 
learned about God recently?

Israel’s purpose as God’s chosen people was to show 
God’s love and provision, as well as be the nation that 
the Savior would come from. 

Did You Know?

Beginning to Understand
5th - 8th Grade

Learning to Reason
9th - 12th Grade

Activity

The Israelites complained, 
but God loved and took care 
of them anyway. Make an 
effort to do nice things this 
week for someone (or 
more than one person) 
who is having a bad day. Make a timeline that shows God’s plan for a 

Savior through Israel. Include Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, Joseph, Moses and the Exodus, and the 
birth and life of Jesus, as well as any other people 
or events you find that show God’s hand on His 
chosen people.

What is something God has made you good at? How 
do you think He can use that skill to help fulfill His 
plan, like He used Moses?

God chose the ancient Israelites because He had promised 
Abraham that his descendants would become a great nation. 
God blessed them because of Abraham’s faith, which resulted 
in diligent obedience to God’s instructions and law.

Why Were They Special?

Conversation Starter Did You Know? Activity

What are some of  
the changes you see  
in Moses from the  
beginning of the 
story to the end? What 
caused those changes? 
How does that impact 
how you view yourself 
and your potential? 

God’s decision to 
make Israel special in 
His plan was an act 
of grace. Israel wasn’t 
chosen because they 
were special; Israel 
was called special 
because God chose 
them.

The Israelites were not unusual in that, 
almost immediately after God intervened 
and rescued them, they began complain-
ing and wishing to go back to captivity. 
Yet God was mercifully patient with them 
and eventually brought Jesus to the 
world from among them. Write about a 
time that you (or someone that you know 
or have read about) was given unde-
served grace and favor from the Lord. 


