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Pursuing God’s Dream –  

of a Future with Hope 
 
11 “I know the plans I have in mind for you, declares the LORD; they are plans for 

peace, not disaster, to give you a future filled with hope. “Jeremiah 29:11 CEB 
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Dear Women of the Presbytery 

of Scioto Valley, 

As we continue to envision what 

God’s dream is for our individual 

and corporate lives, compassion 

is certainly one depiction.  Luke 

6:36 says, “Be compassionate as God is compassionate.” To be 

compassionate is to be womblike, to be like a womb.  God is womblike, 

Jesus says, therefore, you be womblike.  It means to be life-giving, 

nourishing.  It means to feel what a mother feels for the children of her 

womb: tenderness, willing their well-being, finding her children precious and 

beautiful.  It can also mean fierceness, for a mother can be fierce when she 

sees the children of her womb being threatened or treated destructively.  

Jesus, as a person, was filled with compassion, and he calls us to 

compassion. 

I invite you to come to the Fall Gathering on October 22, to hear speakers 

filled with compassion for youth in transition and youth experiencing 

homelessness as well as victims of tornados that ripped through Dayton. We 

hope you find how to turn your compassion into concrete action as we 

“Pursue God’s Dream” together this year.   

On a personal note, I am humbled by the compassion many of you have 

shown me as I continue journey with breast cancer (soon I’ll be starting 

radiation 5 days a week for 4 weeks) as well as being an advocate for my 

husband’s care following a stroke 8 weeks ago.  Your concern, love, support 

and prayers have bolstered me for the long road ahead.  My husband just 

this week entered in-patient rehab and is fully engaged in the various 

therapies he receives.  How our two recoveries will intertwine as the weeks 

pass is still an unknown, but God is with us and will make a way for us. 

Joyfully,  
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Bonnie Beth Mitchell  ’25  
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Pursuing God’s Dream – of a Future with Hope 
Lynn Coons – Vice -Moderator for Mission Interpretation 

 

Come join us for a jam-packed day at Mifflin Presbyterian Church in Gahanna!  We’ll learn, 

create, celebrate, and worship – TOGETHER!  Summer is gone or nearly so and we’re headed 

into fall.  What does that mean for the young people who have aged out of foster care or are 

homeless for other reasons?  It means that more than ever there’s a need for a safe place to live 

since winter is never far off when fall is in the air.  In Columbus, young people often turn to or 

are directed to The Huckleberry House – affectionately known as Huck House.  I first learned 

of The Huckleberry House when I was a caseworker for Franklin County Children Services in 

one of the foster care units back in the mid 1970’s.  Huck House was highly respected then and 

has only continued to grow to serve more of our young people.  It is a place of hope for young 

people. 

Jonathan Ross is the development manager at The Huckleberry House.  He began his 

time with Huck House as a youth outreach specialist working with transition age youth (18-24) 

and connecting them to vital resources. In 2020, he transitioned into the role where he 

manages/oversees all aspects of donor relations, fundraising, and volunteering for the agency. 
 

IN-GATHERING OPPORTUNITY!!!  
 

Mr. Ross will be speaking more specifically about the transitional 

housing for young people that Huck House provides.  To help these young 

people get a footing in the world, Mr. Ross has suggested that we provide $25 

gift cards for any of the following vendors:  Walmart, Target, Kroger, Amazon, 

McDonald’s, Subway, Chipotle, Burger King, or other fast-food places, as well 

as gas gift cards.  Please come prepared for this In-Gathering with lots of 

gift cards to help the young people set up housekeeping, keep food on the 

table, and get to work as they learn the fine art of budgeting! 

If you can’t join us or can’t purchase the gift cards yourself, please bring a 

check to the Gathering or send a check with Huck House on the memo line to 

Bonnie Mitchell at 290 Reinhard Ave, Columbus, OH 43206.  Checks should be 

in multiples of $25 and must be received no later than October 29, 2022.   

Since 1970, Huck House has been opening doors for central Ohio’s youth. We shelter, 

support, and guide youth facing challenges with hope and opportunity. Our vision is a 

community where all youth thrive, no matter their journey. We show up each day to live our 

values – with youth and with our co-workers: 

Advocacy - We champion youth experiencing challenges and we promise to elevate their 

needs in our community with dignity and respect. 

Solace - The housing we provide is more than a roof over their heads, it is a safe haven where 

youth can heal, recover, and grow. 

Authenticity - We meet youth where they are, build connections, and are adaptable in our 

approach to navigate their unique needs and circumstances. 

Compassion - All are welcomed through our doors, regardless of their backgrounds, with a 

spirit od 

Impact - Our programs are informed by the lived experience of the youth we serve, our 

decisions are based on research and data, and we are innovative leaders in our fulfillment of 

mission. 
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Also speaking to us (via Zoom) will be Candace (Candy) Powers.  As a member of 

Westminster Presbyterian Church in Dayton, Ohio, and Westminster Presbyterian Women, 

Candace was involved in coordinating the Thank Offering grant with Westminster and Tornado 

Survivors’ Pathway to Home Ownership, ultimately a Thank Offering recipient in 2021.  

Tornado Survivors’ Pathway to Home Ownership is a large project with many organizations 

involved which enables renters to become homeowners.  We hope to learn how Candace’s WPW 

dreamed God’s dream for such a future with hope. 

In the midst of all of this, there will be time to celebrate our creativity by making cards to 

send to our youth in the five Juvenile Facilities we’ve been supporting in various ways.  We’ll 

also have time to mix and mingle as we do!   

And we’ll have a Mini-Mission Fair for any church interested!  If you wish to participate in the 

Mini-Mission Fair, there’s still time!  Let Lynn Coons know at lynn.coons@gmail.com by 

October 1st so we can prepare a table for you! 

Lastly, the Rev. Emily Kraus Corzine will lead us in worship.  A lifelong 

Presbyterian, Emily has served in Presbyterian Churches in Ohio since 2010, including Broad 

Street Presbyterian Church, Columbus and Old Stone Presbyterian Church, Delaware; her most 

recent position was as Associate Minister at First Congregational Church in Columbus.  She is 

currently Vice Moderator of the Presbytery of Scioto Valley.  Emily has a heart for mission and 

has participated in mission opportunities in Peru, Guatemala, and Malawi.   

Your Mission Interpretation Committee:  Muriel Ballou, Lynn Coons, Ruth Cooper, 
and Alice Harker 

 

 

Your Search Committee needs a 

couple more people to help us search 

for people!  Search members can’t 

know every Presbyterian Woman, but 

each member knows some – so 

together we know more!  If that makes sense to you (or even if it doesn’t) we sure could use some 

additional team members to assist in the Search process.  Could that be you?  Or do you know someone to 

recommend? 

ALSO – We still have a current opening for a Horizons Representative (previously called the 

Communicator) – otherwise known as a sharer and promoter of the great Horizons magazine. 

These all represent current unfilled terms.  All interested parties please contact any member of the Search 

committee:  Ruth Cooper, Search Moderator (c00pers@roadrunner.com); Louise Davidson 

(lcdavidson011@gmail.com); Diane Boster (dianeboster123@gmail.com) or PW/PSV Moderator Martha 

Pool. 

We look forward to finding you!! 

 

mailto:lynn.coons@gmail.com
mailto:c00pers@roadrunner.com
mailto:lcdavidson011@gmail.com
mailto:dianeboster123@gmail.com
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Some Reflections and Looking Ahead  

             from Susan Imel, Vice-Moderator for Justice and Peace 

This past summer I was fortunate to be able to spend two weeks at the Chautauqua 
Institution in New York, near Erie, PA.  As a part of each week, I heard a chaplain who 
was an advocate of justice and peace.   

• Greg Boyle, a Jesuit Priest and founder of Homeboy Industries 
https://homeboyindustries.org/, the largest gang rehabilitation and reentry program 
in the world, was one of the chaplains.  The author of three books, Father Boyle or 
“G” as he is known to the homies, is an inspirational speaker.  If you are unfamiliar 
with Greg Boyle, check out the Homeboy Industries site or, better yet, read his first 
book, Tattoos on the Heart.   It is an uplifting, inspiring, and hopeful book.  It is 
difficult to summarize the work of Greg Boyle except to say he has touched thousands 
of lives through Homeboy Industries, an organization that has spread throughout the 
world.  Boyle says, “We try to imagine a world without prisons and then try to create 
that world.”    

• Yvette Flunder, the senior pastor of the City of Refugee United Church of Christ in 
Oakland, CA and presiding bishop of the Fellowship of Affirming Ministries, was 
chaplain another week https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yvette_Flunder. Because Rev. 
Flunder is also a well-known gospel singer most of her morning messages included 
singing.  In a sermon based on Romans 8:31, titled “Who Can Be Against Us?  Us,” 
Rev. Flunder used the cicada with its life cycle of 17 years to illustrate how much of 
what we are experiencing has been in the works for many years. To illustrate, she 
used the examples of the overturn of Roe vs. Wade and increasing efforts to chip 
away at voting rights.  “When we don’t respect and plan for the inevitability of justice 
backlash, we’ll run into the underbelly of injustice that plans carefully and 
strategically to defeat justice. It is well-funded, and it is patient and determined.”  She 
ended the sermon by singing the spiritual “Ain’t Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me ‘Round,” 
inviting the congregation to sing with her.   

 

Domestic violence is the theme of the PWPSV Winter Gathering scheduled for February 25, 
2023.  It will be held on Zoom so you can stay in your jammies and not have to worry about 
driving in ice and snow.  Denise Kontras, membership and program coordinator for the Ohio 
Domestic Violence Network, will be the main speaker.  For the offering, we are suggesting you 
collect items that can be donated to the domestic violence shelter in your area.  More 
information about this gathering and the offering will be included in the winter newsletter that 
will be published early in February.   

  

What are you looking for? Find it in the HORIZONS Magazine! 
 

Inspirational material to use for devotions personally or in a meeting? News about what 
other Presbyterian Women are doing for mission ?Information about Birthday and Thank 
Offering recipients?  Dedication services for these Offerings? Installation services for your 
new leaders? Books about all sorts of topics including some for children? Information about 
what PW is planning for us?  Churchwide Gathering? Mission trips? New resources? A 
Bible Study that is so special other church women use it and also comes in Spanish?The 
search is over when you subscribe to Horizons Magazine and Bible study.  For $24.95 per 
year, $44 for two years, $63 for three years you will receive 5  and help for Bible study 
leaders.  There is also an electronic version. Visit www.presbyterianwomen.org/shop.  

https://homeboyindustries.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yvette_Flunder
http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/shop
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 Vice Moderator for Study and Spiritual Development - Vann Rogers 

On 9/11/2022, we remembered a time, 21 years ago, when our country was attacked in New 

York City, the Pentagon, and a field in Pennsylvania.  My how time flies! 

The next day, while enjoying my favorite pastime, watching T.V., I saw a commercial for a 

Prayer Clock!  Each hour James Earl Jones speaks a Bible verse.  It was a that time my 

inquisitive-self kicked in and I Googled more information about this clock.  And, I found CLOCKS! 

1. Jesus Christ will look at the time – CLOCK 

2. Blessed are those who trust in the Lord – CLOCK (Jer. 17:7) 

3. Isaiah 40:31 – CLOCK 

4. Jesus and the 12 Apostles – CLOCK 

5. Risen Christ Prayer – CLOCK 

6. Mary and Jesus – CLOCK 

7. Jesus is My Everything – CLOCK 

8. Hard Core Jesus – CLOCK (That reads “I use to hang with nine-inch nails before they 

were cool) 

9. Jesus the Resurrection – CLOCK 

10. Jesus is Calling – CLOCK (Red Decline/Green Accept – Like a cell phone) 

11. Jesus is Lord – CLOCK (Romans 10:9) 

12. And He shall be called, NIB Prayer – CLOCK 

13. Resurrection of Jesus Christ – CLOCK 

14. Our Lord & Savior – CLOCK 

15. Jesus on the Cross – CLOCK 

16. I can do all things… – CLOCK 

17. This is the Day… – CLOCK (Psalm 118:24) 

18. What a Friend We have in Jesus – CLOCK 

19. Numbers 6:24-26 – CLOCK 

20. Jesus is My Vaccine – CLOCK 

As I researched the $19.95 and up list of clocks for sale, many questions came to mind!  What 

questions came to your mind? 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 gives me the best idea of time.  “For everything 

there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.” 

From his book The Sabbath (a resource in this year’s Bible study!), 

Abraham Joshua Heschel writes “There are no two hours alike.  

Every hour is unique and the only one given at the moment, 

exclusive and endlessly precious.” 

In this year’s Bible study, “Celebrating Sabbath: Accepting God’s Gift 

of Rest and Delight,” Lesson 4 will teach us that Sabbath is a call to recognize when it is TIME to 

say “Enough.” 
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The Thank Offering is one of Presbyterian Women’s 
two offerings. Received in the fall each year, it gives women a tangible 

way to express their gratitude for the special blessings in their lives. Thank 
Offering grants range from $5,000 to $50,000.  

The Offering has a history going back to 1888, the inspiration of Eliza 
Clokey of Springfield, Ohio, to increase giving for mission. 

This year the Creative Ministries Offering Committee of Presbyterian 
Women reviewed 24 Thank Offering applications and selected 10 projects for funding. Eight of 
the projects serve people in the United States and two are international. In keeping with the 
Thank Offering bylaws, more than 40 percent of the selected projects are related to health 
ministries. 

Two of the grants will go to presbyteries in our Synod. In Maumee Valley Presbytery, the 
Maumee Valley Habitat for Humanity Home Repair Ministry Stabilizing Homeownership in 
Marginalized Communities in Maumee, OH will receive $30,000. 

The Thank Offering grant will enable the purchase of materials such as siding, wood, paint, 
concrete reinforcements, doors and windows for home repair in three areas designated in the 
Neighborhood Stabilization Plan for the City of Toledo, Ohio. This program strategically focuses 
resources block by block to elevate home ownership, make critical health- and safety-related 
updates and support neighborhood beautification projects. The project’s goal is to lift up 
marginalized neighborhoods so that residents want to live in the community, families find 
stability and seniors are able to age in their homes. mvhabitat.org 

In the Presbytery of Miami Valley, Presbyterian Women of Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
Dayton, OH Tornado Survivors’ Pathway to Homeownership in Dayton, OH will receive $13,000.   

In 2019, tornadoes struck central Ohio, destroying 1,500 homes—many of them subsidized 
rental units. Finding safe and affordable housing became a huge challenge, so a community-
wide partnership was organized to provide homes for tornado-impacted families. Focusing on 
renters who are mortgage ready, this project helps build, rehabilitate and sell properties to 
first-time homeowners, creating an opportunity for them to live safely and to build equity. The 
Thank Offering grant will provide supplies for building and rehabbing homes, and due to the 
project’s financial structure, these funds will continue into perpetuity. Once a tornado survivor 
purchases a home, the proceeds will support the next home that is built, providing even more 
access to affordable housing. westminsterdayton.org 

You can read about the other six domestic grants online.  There are two international grants, 
the first requested by Presbyterian women in the Presbytery of Tampa Bay for the Village 
Partners International and Mombin Crochu Hospital to address chronic and recurrent 
malnutrition in Mombin Crochu, Haiti with a grant of $47,887. 
 
The second is for a church partner, Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon, the National 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Rabieh, Lebanon for a Contact and Resource Center (CRC) 
for enhancement of women with physical challenges in rural areas in Tanourine, Lebanon for 
$49,995. 

 

 

https://www.mvhabitat.org/
https://www.westminsterdayton.org/
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Dear Presbyterian Women, 

Women in the Presbytery of Scioto Valley have always been strong supporters of the Mission Pledge.  It 

supports all levels of the church and touches the lives of women, men and children all over the world. 

The PW Purpose reveals who we are and what we do and that includes all the ways Mission Pledge 

monies are distributed and used.  When you meet in October 2022, please prayerfully consider what 

your pledge for 2023 will be.  Both PW groups and individuals are encouraged to respond using the form 

that accompanies this newsletter.  Instructions are included on the form as well as an explanation of 

where the money actually goes once it is given.   

Thank you for your support of PW and the church worldwide! 

Martha Pool, PW/PSV Moderator 

 
Unpacking the Mission Pledge   

Many years ago, the Presbyterian Women in the Synod of the Covenant (PW/SOC) created 
guidelines for the Mission Pledge that we still use today. They are part of the Synod PW By-
laws and were updated at the PW Synod Gathering on June 11, 2016 in Findlay, Ohio.  
PW in the Congregation are asked to make Mission Pledges which they collect during the year 
and send to the treasurer of their Presbytery PW. 
 
 After it reaches the hands of the treasurer, it goes to three different places: 

•  80% goes to the treasurer of Churchwide PW, 

•  10% goes to the Synod of the Covenant and 

•  10% goes to their own Presbytery, for us it is the Presbytery of Scioto Valley.  
 
In addition to the Mission Pledge, PW in the Congregation have been asked to support their 
own PW in the Presbytery with an additional 7% of the mission pledge.  
And again, in addition to the Mission Pledge, PW in the Congregation have been asked to 
support the PW in the Synod with an additional 3% of the mission pledge. Practically 
speaking it might look like this: (Another way to look at this is that support for both PW/PSV 
and PW/SOC amounts to a total of 10% over and above the mission pledge.)  
 
1. Mission Pledge $ 200.00  

2. 7% (of the above Mission Pledge) for the PW in the Presbytery of Scioto Valley $ 14.00  

3. 3% (of the above Mission Pledge) for the PW in the Synod of the Covenant $ 6.00  
 
Total Pledge $ 220.00  
The Mission Pledge, Presbytery PW Pledge and the Synod PW Pledge 
 ($200.00 + $14.00 + $6.00) are sent to the presbytery PW Treasurer.  
 
The Mission Pledge may be sent in anytime during the year but the Presbytery Treasurer disburses 

money quarterly on the following dates: March 5, June 5, September 5 and December 5. It is also helpful 

for planning purposes if the Presbytery PW Pledge and the Synod PW Pledge were sent during January 
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REGISTER FOR  OCTOBER 22 

    Mifflin Presbyterian  Church, 123 Granville Street, Gahanna 

2023 PW USA Mission Experience 

The Presbyterian Women USA Mission Experience will take place October 13–23, 2023. During this faith-

deepening and relationship-building trip, the group will visit partners in Phoenix, Tucson, and the 

Arizona–Mexico border, focusing on immigration and refugee issues, violence against women and 

children throughout the immigration process, and challenges facing indigenous people living in Arizona.  

The trip will include stays at the Franciscan Renewal Center near Phoenix, the Redemptorist Renewal 

Center in Tucson, and a local hotel in Agua Prieta, Mexico. The group will worship with local 

congregations, join a weekly vigil at the Arizona–Mexico border, and visit with mission partners 

The purpose of the PW USA Mission Experience is to equip participants with an understanding of the 

history and culture of a particular region as well as the challenges, hopes and ministries of mission 

partners who serve God’s people there. Traditionally, one Presbyterian woman from each synod joins 

the delegation and spends the following two years sharing the experience with groups within her synod. 

To learn more about PW's USA Mission Experience, visit presbyterianwomen.org/usame or email Cheri 

Harper, PW associate for mission. Download the USAME application and return it to your PW in the 

Synod moderator by November 1, 2022. If you need contact information for your PWS and PWP 

moderators, email Patricia Longfellow. 

Registration Deadline: Friday, Oct. 15, 2022      
         

Names of those coming from your church 
Cost per person is $15.00 
           PLEASE PRINT 
 
NAME_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
HOME ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
CHURCH____________________________________________________________________ 
        Use other side for additional names 
 

Total # coming______________________________  Total amount enclosed 
$_____________ 
 

Please send registration to our new registrar:              (Make check payable to PWPSV) 

Betsy Sebastian  
3259 Avalon Road 
Columbus, OH  43221  
219-208-5602 
betsyseb95@gmail.com 
 

 
  
 

mailto:betsyseb95@gmail.com

