
Summer 2022 newsletter of the Presbyterian Women 

 of the Presbytery of Scioto Valley 
 

Pursuing God’s Dream–

Celebrating Sabbath 
 

PW/PSV Summer Gathering 

August 27, 2022   
Registration begins 9:30 a.m. 

First Presbyterian Church 

221 Court Street Portsmouth, Ohio 45662 
 

 

 

Our guest  speaker, Rev. Laura M. Cheifetz, Assistant 

dean for Admissions, Vocation and Stewardship, 

Vanderbilt University Divinity Staff and the author of 

“Suggestions for Leaders”  will offer  her insight into this 

year’s Horizons  Bible study by Carol M. Bechtel 

Celebrating Sabbath:  Accepting God’s Gift of 

Rest and Delight. 
 

We will also have the opportunity to participate in these  two 

workshops continuing our exploration into the study of  Sabbath.

 
 

Workshop #1 - "Sabbath Traditions from a Jewish Perspective",  led  by Paula Levine Weinstein 
and Phyllis Levine Komerofsky, Temple Israel Columbus. (Paula has been Vann Rogers’ friend since 
elementary school and Phyllis is her sister!) 
 
Workshop #2 - "Exploring the Bible Study DVD",  led by Vann Rogers Vice - Moderator of Studies 
and Spiritual Development 

 
 

 
Our worship service will be led by 

Rev. Dr. Amelia Walker 
and the sacrament of Holy 

Communion will be observed. 
 

 



 
 

From the Moderator, Martha Pool 

 
Dear PW Sisters, 
 

How can it be July already?  I hope you have been enjoying the warm summer months and days that 

are long and light.  There are two things I’d like to share with you this summertime.  

 The Coordinating Team decided on a theme for the coming year and I’m excited to 

share it with you at this time: Pursuing God’s Dream.  I have already begun listening to 

what the Spirit might want me to hear concerning this theme as I read books and articles and 

go about my daily activities. And when you come to the gatherings this year, we have obtained 

licensure for a song that fits the theme, called “Dream God’s Dream.”  As I consider our 

PW/PSV logo, which has these words, it also includes Compassion, Justice and Peace.  

These are most important but they do not include all of God’s dream for us and our world.  As 

we begin our year with the Summer Gathering and its emphasis on nurturing our faith through 

prayer and Bible study, we likewise begin our exploration of our theme along these same 

lines.  How is keeping Sabbath part of God’s dream for us all?  What scriptures point you to 

God’s dream?  How can we help make God’s dream a reality today? 
 

 The other thing to talk to you about is gearing up for meetings this fall.  With no help or 

hindrance from us, time does march forward and it will soon be time to begin meeting in 

circles in September.  Please begin planning now.  How many study books will you need?  

Will you start a new circle at your church or hope to increase the size of your present circle?  

What active ways will you try to promote PW with its incredible Bible study?  Do you need help 

with ideas?  Diane Boster and Jayne Elgin received Resource Liaison training this summer 

and are ready to help your PW group in any way they can.  Call them if you need resources or 

have questions.  Probably the most effective way to get more women involved is by personal 

invitation, asking in person if they would like to join your circle or to start a new circle.   

For most of you, it will be a fairly long drive to the Summer Gathering in Portsmouth, but it is still 

summertime with plenty of daylight at both ends of the day yet.  Grab a carload of PW friends and 

come join us for another wonderful gathering that is being planned.  

Shalom,  

The Purpose of Presbyterian Women is to:   

 Nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study, 
 Support the mission of the church worldwide, 
 Work for justice and peace, and 
 Build an inclusive, caring community of women that 

strengthens the Presbyterian Church (USA) and 
witnesses to the promise of God’s kingdom. 

 



 
 
Vice Moderator for Studies and Spiritual Development  -
Vann Rogers 

 

On June 20, Iola Dunbar, PW Treasurer from Bethany 
Presbyterian Church, and I traveled 2 hours from Columbus to 
Portsmouth, Ohio, to begin planning for the Summer Gathering 
with Diane Boster from First Presbyterian Church of 
Portsmouth.  We developed a good agenda and worked out the 
logistics for 2 workshops.  We prepared a tentative outline for 
closing worship, to include communion, to be led by Rev. Dr. 
Amelia Walker.  We divided our tasks; we toured this 
historic  church we walked to lunch and then we walked to see the 
murals!  I  love history, especially Ohio history!  I can’t wait to see 
all of them as we “Walk the Murals of Portsmouth” along the Ohio 
River after closing worship!  HINT: WEAR/BRING YOUR 
WALKING SHOES! 
 

As with any event planning, there are setbacks, snafus, 
cancellations and that feeling of “what have I gotten myself into?” 
And this event has been NO different! 
 

On July 2nd, I traveled to Cincinnati to stay with my grandson, 
while his parents went out of town.  The next day, Sunday, we 
went to church and the sermon was titled “You are not in this by 
Yourself”.  WOW! HE is an on-time God!  The scripture was Acts 
12:12-17.  My sermon notes are as follows. 
 

#1.  We have “Bounce Back Power” when we pray.  Our prayers 
release angels from heaven.  “Angels Watching over Me” and 
“Can’t Nobody Love Me like Jesus” are 2 songs that came to my 
mind. 
 

#2.  Your liberation must be empowered by your 
participation.  Exercise your faith-Get up!  When praises go up, 
chains fall off. 
 

#3 God’s answer to your prayer will be bigger than your 
prayer!  Believe in your prayer 
 

Back home, I “bounced back” and God has answered my 
prayers.  As I exercise my faith, and August 27th gets closer, the 
Summer Gathering planning is well on its way to finalization.  We 
have confirmation from Rev. Laura M. Cheifetz, Assistant Dean for 
Admissions, Vocation and Stewardship, Vanderbilt University 
Divinity Staff, and the author of “Suggestions for Leaders” in this 
year’s Bible Study, as our guest speaker. 
 

As Chairperson, my team and I are working and praying that this, 
our second in-person gathering will be as informational, 

instructional and fun as our first in-person gathering in Hanover!  I 
believe in my prayers! Shalom! 

PW Coordinating Team 2022-2023 
 
Moderator 
Martha Pool, ’24 
mjpool53@gmail.com 

740-407-1708 
 
Vice Moderator for Studies and 
Spiritual Development 
Vandadean  (Vann)Rogers ’23 
nnavrogers47@gmail.com 
513-505-6919 
 
Vice Moderator  
for Mission Interpretation  
Lynn Coons ’24 
lynn.coons@gmail.com 
614-783-5302 
 
Vice Moderator for 
Justice and Peace 
Susan Imel ’23 
susanimel1@gmail.com 
614-813-7875 
 
Secretary  
Alice Harker, ’24 
aharker1@yahoo.com 
740-248-6083 
 

Treasurer 
Bonnie Beth Mitchell  ’25  
Columbus, OH 43206  
bmitche2@columbus.rr.com  
614-205-3733 

 
Directory/Newsletter 
Lynne McLeish.  
ronly@windstream.net 
740-334-457  
 
Circulation Volunteer  
Jane McKee – ’24  
rojam189@live.com  
740-763-2002  
740-641-4278 (c) 

 
Resource Liaisons 
Diane Boster ‘23 

dianeboster123@gmail.com 
740-289-2866 
 

 Jayne Elgin – ’25  
jayneelgin@yahoo.com  
614-715-6029   
 

Search Committee  
Ruth Cooper – ’24 (Moderator)  
c00pers@roadrunner.com  
740-344-9608 (h)  
Louise Davidson – ’23  
lcdavidson011@gmail.com  
614-736-0042 (c) 
 
Search Members:  Bonnie Mitchell    

                Diane Boster 

mailto:nnavrogers47@gmail.com
mailto:susanimel1@gmail.com
mailto:ronly@windstream.net
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From the Mission Interpretation Committee… 
Summer Greetings!  Lynn Coons 

 
 
   On Thursday, May 5th, Martha Pool, Muriel Ballou, Lynn Coons, and 
Steve Telfer, chaplain to the youth in our five juvenile centers, drove 
out to New Lexington to deliver 26 exceedingly full backpacks to the 
Perry Multi-County Juvenile Facility! 
 

 
      The staff was thrilled with our gifts!  In fact, so thrilled were they that they 
invited one young man who was to be released the very next day (unbeknownst to 
him) to look through one of the backpacks.  He was delighted to see all the “stuff” 
he’d be taking home with him when he left the facility and seemed particularly 
pleased with the 12-step Bible. 
 
      It’s clear that the staff of PMCJF is deeply and positively involved in the lives of the young people 
in their care and works hard to help them grow to be better family and community members prior to 
their release.  It was a very special visit for all of us to know that Presbyterian Women would be 
intrinsically involved with the release of each young man leaving the facility during this next year.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to all of you for all the monetary and tangible gifts 
you provided to make those filled backpacks a reality!!! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  On a related note, over $800.00 have been sent  
  to PMCJF for their gym shoe fund!  That should supply 
  a lot of young men with the gym shoes needed to 

 exercise on the hardwood floors of their gym!   
  
 

 



  
From Susan Imel, Vice-Moderator for Justice and Peace 
 

GUN VIOLENCE: HOW CAN IT BE PREVENTED? 

“As our nation celebrated its freedom [over the July 4 weekend], many of us did so with heavy 
hearts. Even our efforts to celebrate were marred by violence with seven mass shootings on 
July 4 alone. How free are we if we cannot celebrate in public or send our children to school 
without fear of violence? The kingdom of God is about God’s dream for the world coming true, 
and mass shootings are not part of God’s dream. They are not God’s will. They continue 
because we allow them to continue. We have much work to do to see that God’s dream comes 
true in our communities, our nation, and our world” (Joel Esala, 
https://files.logoscdn.com/v1/files/60662879/assets/13382268/content.pdf?signature=4X0iqc4oi
k1zycfqt_cKVGx3Aks   
 

Buffalo, Uvalde, and Highland Park have now joined 
the cannon of mass shootings that includes 
Columbine, Virginia Tech, Las Vegas, Marjorie 
Stoneman, and Sandy Hook, to name a few.   These 
are just the ones that are well known.  As of July 5, 
there have been over 300 mass shootings in 2022, 
fifteen of which involved four or more fatalities 
(https://www.nytimes.com/article/mass-shootings-
2022.html) We do not hear about most of these unless 

they occur in our area.  The statistics on gun violence are so overwhelming and alarming it is 
difficult to know what to do.  How can one person or even a small group work to make God’s 
dream come true?   
 
Both the Ohio Coalition Against Gun Violence (OCAGV) and the PCUSA have lists of 
things that can be done to prevent gun violence including the following:  

 Register and vote for measures that will prevent gun violence. 

 Contact your congressional representatives and ask that they support universal 

background checks and a waiting period for all gun purchases and a ban on 

semiautomatic weapons, armor piercing handgun ammunition, and .50 caliber sniper 

rifles. 

 Since Ohio recently passed a law that allows weapons to be carried without a concealed 

carry permit, encourage places of work and worship to prominently   display signs that 

prohibit carrying guns onto their property.   

 Keep informed about the latest information including pending legislation to address gun 

violence and be prepared to speak out in support.  The OCAGV has a legislation section 

with a list of bills introduced in the Ohio General Assembly.   

 Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper about gun violence prevention. 

 Talk to your local school board to oppose guns in school.  

 Educate your congregation about gun violence.  Resources can be found at  

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/peacemaking/gun-violence-resources/ 

 Identify others in your community addressing gun violence and join forces with them.         

( article continued on next page) 

 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yLBMgW6n_MhG2uuM0Cn_VENweABMAC7FV1lDFg51FVse9N_6Ikr98DufBOmaXTpW0ADEjT1lChpl85B0x8ekvuVn862TpQZ-lhWeqii-yqmMOB9gFcgqh7qansSBpGvveo1BLQh4jTB5R8lFbxeYCITL_I4HJ0FY&c=185GKp22hMM_qA2me5cJU8NwUPlMdDgePE21r_WugFtWvF9czE7Nmw==&ch=dr5sM5ARdSE8MH09UgJ6i1rn68kYWJqca6Efp1dB6bZ0_hwoE2cCZQ==
https://files.logoscdn.com/v1/files/60662879/assets/13382268/content.pdf?signature=4X0iqc4oik1zycfqt_cKVGx3Aks
https://files.logoscdn.com/v1/files/60662879/assets/13382268/content.pdf?signature=4X0iqc4oik1zycfqt_cKVGx3Aks
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/peacemaking/gun-violence-resources/


(Susan Imel’s article on Gun Violence Prevention continues……) 
 
This list is based on information found at https://ohioceasefire.org/takeaction/ and    
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/peacemaking/gun-violence-resources/  
 
The causes of gun violence are complex.  In June 2022, the Joyce Foundation released a 
comprehensive report that includes recommendations to advance policy, research, and practice 
on addressing gun violence that is helpful in understanding the topic. 
https://assets.joycefdn.org/content/uploads/Toward-a-Fair-and-Just-Response-to-Gun-Violence-
II.pdf 
 
Finally, in my message in the Spring issue that identified some of the Winter PWPSV speakers, 
Ann B. Walker’s name was listed incorrectly as “Ann B. Marshall.”  Apologizes to Ann!    
 
       

 

From Search Committee chair, Ruth Cooper 

 Do you know someone who – could be a Match-Maker?  

Who sees and appreciates the God-given gifts of others?  Someone 

who wants to help PW pursue God’s dream? 

Your PW/PSV Search Committee needs that person!   

 

 Do you know someone who – is organized and not afraid to admit it?  Who delights in 

lists and ledgers?  Someone who would be called to action just a few times a year?  Someone 

who appreciates how our PW Gatherings help participants pursue God’s dream? 

       Your PW/PSV CT needs that person to be our Gathering Registrar! 

 Do you know someone who – loves to read?  Who wants to share information that 

enlightens and/or inspires?  Someone who is proud of the impact Presbyterian Women makes 

in the lives of people around the globe?   

      That person would be a great Horizons Representative!  

 

 

 

If any of these descriptions remind you of someone you know, please 

send their contact information to any current Search Committee 

member as listed in the CT roster.   

 Ruth Cooper, Moderator, c00pers@roadrunner.com, 740-344-9608 

 

(And if you encouraged that person first, that would be even better!)  Or 

do you recognize yourself?   Be brave!  Nominate yourself!  We love 

volunteers 

https://ohioceasefire.org/takeaction/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/peacemaking/gun-violence-resources/
https://assets.joycefdn.org/content/uploads/Toward-a-Fair-and-Just-Response-to-Gun-Violence-II.pdf
https://assets.joycefdn.org/content/uploads/Toward-a-Fair-and-Just-Response-to-Gun-Violence-II.pdf
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LOOKING AHEAD…………………… 
 Fall Gathering 
 
Please mark your calendars now for Saturday, October 22, at Mifflin Presbyterian Church, 123 
Granville St, Gahanna, OH!   
 
Jonathan Ross of Huckleberry House in Columbus will be speaking about their transitional housing 
program for young adults with no place to call home.   
 
The Rev. Emily Corzine will lead us in worship. 
 
We’ll be making cards to send to each of our five juvenile centers we supported this past year and will 
continue to support – to remind them of our love for them. 

 
We would like to hold a mini mission fair.  If anyone is interested in bringing items to 
sell or share, please contact Lynn Coons at lynn.coons@gmail.com. 
 

        Can’t wait to see everyone in Gahanna!!! 

 
 

How do I register for the Gathering on August 27? 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Directions: From the north travel down US 23 to Portsmouth.  (If coming from 

the east, you might be on US 52 but turn left onto US 23 in Portsmouth.) Turn left 

at 10th Street (one-way); it ends at Court Street in a few blocks.  Turn left onto 

Court Street.  First Presbyterian Church is located at 221 Court Street, on the 

corner of Court St. and 3rd Street.  For parking, turn right onto 3rd Street. 

 

Please register for the gathering by August 20 by sending your check made out to 

PW/PSV to Nancy Shuster (volunteer registrar for this gathering).  Cost is $15 per person 

for the day which includes lunch.  Please, please mail your reservation and check prior to 

the gathering if at all possible. Include your name and others you will bring with you, 

church and city, phone number AND if you need a vegetarian or gluten-free lunch (if you 

don’t indicate this, we’ll assume you will eat what is provided).  Contact Nancy by email or 

phone (nanshu@aol.com; 614-519-9755) if needed only at the very end of the registration 

time to secure your reservation.   

  Mail  reservations and checks to: Nancy Shuster, 3660 Colonial Dr., Hilliard, OH 43026 

 

mailto:lynn.coons@gmail.com
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Please print these directory changes for 2022-2023 and put with your 2021-2022 directory! 

Page 4 changes: 

Theme for the Year: Pursuing God’s Dream 

Summer Gathering – August 27, 2022 “Pursuing God’s Dream – Celebrating Sabbath” 

 First Presbyterian Church in Portsmouth, 10am-2:30 pm (registration begins at 9:30 am) 

Fall Gathering – October 22, 2022  

 Mifflin Presbyterian Church, Gahanna, 10am-2:30 pm (registration begins at 9:30 am) 

Winter Gathering – February 25, 2023 

 Via Zoom, 9:30-11:30 am 

Spring Gathering, April 22, 2023 

 Place TBD, 10am-2:30 pm (registration begins at 9:30 am) 

PW/PSV CT Meetings: 

 September 10, 2022 – at Covenant Presbyterian Church, Upper Arlington 

 January 7, 2023 – via Zoom 

 March 11, 2023 – Place TBD 

Page 5 & 6 Changes to Leaders of PW/PSV: 

These women are no longer serving on the CT:  

 Nancy Shuster, Judy Oeder, Karen Hypes, Jane McKee, Rev. Charlsie Ramsey 

These women were elected to leadership:  

 Bonnie Beth Mitchell, Treasurer, 290 Reinhard Ave., Columbus, OH bmitche2@columbus.rr.com, 614-205-3733 

 Jayne Elgin, PW Resource Liaison, 245 Iroquois Park Pl., Gahanna, OH 43230, jayneelgin@yahoo.com, 614-715-6029 

Page 7 Changes: 

PW/PSV Operating Budget 2022-2023 

INCOME 
Balance Brought Forward ..................... $2800.00 
PW/PSV Pledges (7% of $15,000) ....... $1050.00 
PW/SOC Pledges (3% of$15,000) .......... $450.00 
Offerings .................................................. $400.00 
Registrations ........................................... $400.00 
Donations ................................................ $200.00 
TOTAL INCOME ................................... $5300.00 
 
DISBURSEMENTS 
PW/SOC .................................................. $495.00 
Gatherings ............................................. $1300.00 
Zoom Account ......................................... $160.00 
Honorary Life Membership ........................ $95.00 
Newsletter Printing .................................. $400.00 
Program Printing ..................................... $300.00 
Newsletter Postage ................................. $400.00 

 
Printing Yearbook/Directories (200)........ $250.00 
CT Mileage .............................................. $200.00 
Churchwide Gathering Reserve ............ $1000.00 
Audit ........................................................ $200.00 
Women’s Concerns................................. $100.00 
Miscellaneous ......................................... $400.00 
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS .................. $5300.00 
 
PW/PSV Celebration Giving for 2021 
Mission Pledge ................................... $16,491.03 
Thank Offering ..................................... $5,932.05 
Birthday Offering .................................. $2,091.89 
Honorary Life Membership ..................... $190.00 
Fellowship of Least Coin ......................... $302.28 
Mission Project for Youth ..................... $4,116.00 
TOTAL GIVING ................................. $29,123.25
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Please print these directory changes for 2022-2023 and put with your 2021-2022 directory! 

Page 8 changes: 

Everything is the same EXCEPT that we have a new TREASURER!!  All contributions and checks should be sent to: 

 Bonnie Beth Mitchell, Treasurer, 290 Reinhard Ave., Columbus, OH bmitche2@columbus.rr.com, 614-205-3733 

Page 10 changes: 

The only changes are Georgia McCall is now the Vice Mod. Justice and Peace instead of Heather Bailey, Ann B. Walker is 

no long on Search, and Julianna Boamah-Acheampong is now on Search instead of being the Historian. 

Page 12-22 changes: 

Circleville Presbyterian Church 

Moderator, Meg Stanley, 2680 Brridlewood St., Circleville, OH 43113, meqrorick@yahoo.com, 614-446-17411 

Vice-Moderator, Marcia Smith, 948 Stoutsille Pike, Stoutsville, OH 43154, rmsmith74@hotmail.com, 614-306-8633 

Mifflin Presbyterian Church – 614-471-4490, 123 Granville St., Gahanna, OH 43230 

 Contact, Jayne Elgin, 245 Iroquois Park Pl., Gahanna, OH 43230, jayneelgin@yahoo.com, 614-715-6029 

Waverly, First Presbyterian Church 

 Moderator, Pat Penrose, 326 Robin Road, Waverly, OH 45690, patpen39@gmail.com, 740-258-0625 

Page 23 change: 

Honorary Life Membership in 2022 was given to Nancy Shuster 

 

 

 

 

If you have changes to the directory that are not reported here, please send the changes to Lynne McLeish, Newsletter 

Editor. 

If you would like to receive the quarterly PW/PSV newsletter, please give your name and address/email address to 

Lynne McLeish, Newsletter Editor. 

Lynne McLeish, 109 Lillian Court NE, Newark Ohio 43055, ronly@windstream.net  , 740-334-3457.
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