
Association of Partners in Education (APCE) –  

Chicago 2022 (50+1 years!) 

APCE has a new name!  APCE now stands for Association of 
Partners in Christian Education.  This was an important shift, as 
APCE includes the Moravian Church in America, the Reformed 
Church in America, the Christian Reformed Church in North 
America, and the Presbyterian Church in Canada. 

The Presbytery of Scioto Valley was well represented at APCE this 
year; Mary Gause, Columbus Overbrook, Brittany Porch, 
Columbus Broad Street, Julie Oswalt, Delaware Liberty, Jenni 
Whitford, Tom and Betsy Rice, Worthington,  were all attendees.   

This year’s theme Circle of Faith, built largely upon Hebrews 11, 
was explored from different angles in worship, preaching, and 
breakout sessions. Being a circle of faith requires looking back 
and holding a connection to the people who spiritually formed 
you. Those spiritual giants from the canon who have captivated 
us with their boldness and, as Shannon Kershner pointed out on 
the first night, their human frailty. It can also mean remembering 
the teachers in our own life. As Jacqui Lewis of Middle Church in 
New York City said of her own life, “I’m an author and preacher 
today because of Mrs. Dixon because of Valerie Murphy …  
because of people like you.” 

McCormick Theological Seminary Professor Lis Valle built upon 
this concept further by inviting participants to share the names of 
personal, unnamed heroes on pieces of paper as they walked 
around the room. 

However, circles can also be widened. And this was another 
important message across the conference. Participants were 
asked to seek and use new lenses to engage with the world and 
expand their circle. 

This requires risk. But, as Ozzie Smith, the pastor emeritus of 
Covenant United Church of Christ in Holland, Illinois, said during 
his sermon, risk is inherently related to faith: “Risk is faith with 
skin on it. Risk refuses to hide. Risk is faith uncut.” Building upon 



this interpretation, Lewis added, “Our job is to baptize our people 
from infancy until their death into a risky faith that can imagine 
good news for all those poor in spirit.” 

Expanding circles also means setting aside our own privilege. As 
Valle put it: “Sometimes, we are to be the hero that is 
empowered and empowers others. Other times, we empower 
better when we notice the power of others. Other times, we 
empower better when we see our power aside.” Moravian pastor 
and founder of Anthony’s Plot Russ May built on this thought in 
his response to Valle’s sermon by speaking about active 
bystandership — learning to set aside the “paralyzing paradoxes” 
of power to care for others in real ways. “We (the White church) 
need to set conventions aside,” he said. “This is our biggest 
challenge.” 

Expanding circles also includes holding on to hope — the hope of 
things not yet seen and not yet come to pass. According to 
Rodger Nishioka, senior associate pastor and director of adult 
faith formation of Village Church in Prairie Village, Kansas, this is 
where the power of Christian education comes from: “What 
happens if we live out the conviction of things not seen? Come 
on, we are the educators of the church of Jesus Christ. What 
happens if we live out the conviction of the things not seen?” 

The preaching and teaching of APCE were introduced, highlighted, 
and reflected upon through the music of Mark Miller, who 
currently serves on the faculty of Drew University and the 
Institute of Sacred Music at Yale University. 

The musical list included many songs penned by Miller and friends 
that spoke to the same themes of the preachers including “Come 
Out:” “Come out! Come out of your comfortable spaces. Come, 
meet Jesus in difficult places.” These songs were mixed with 
lyrics from around the world, several hymnal favorites, and a 
couple of musical interludes from Jackson 5, Journey, and 
others.1 

 
1 https://pres-outlook.org/2022/02/glimpses-of-apce-2022/ 


