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 I   OUR SPIRITUAL HERITAGE 

 Caring Hearts is a miracle.  Could Oasis Boys Home, the Girls Home, the New Life 
 Rehab Center, the Blind Center, the Soup Kitchen, the Shut-In Ministry and the Dump 
 Ministry have been accomplished without God?  I suppose an organization with solid 
 funding and trained leaders could have built these social services, but they didn’t.  This 
 all was accomplished by more than 1000 people (most of whom didn’t know each other) 
 with limited finances and limited planning, initially, over more than three decades. 

 God called and inspired people to give, go, lead, build, love, and share the message of 
 salvation through Jesus.  Great accomplishments just “happened” as people were 
 moved to serve in numerous ways.  I think that for those of us who were there back in 
 1989 when there was nothing but a run down orphanage, when the places where our 
 ministries stand today were vacant lots on empty streets of sand, it is easy to see that 
 what Caring Hearts is today is a miracle. 

 You are part of that miracle and you are an answer to prayer.  When we parted ways 
 with Bethel Orphanage, we lost key board members.  We prayed for God to provide 
 men and women who would serve with us and stand in the gap, and He sent you.  Did 
 you know that you are an answer to prayer?  You are!  You are an answer to prayer and 
 part of a miracle.  Most people can’t say that, but you can! 

 You all know the story of Papa Harold and Brother Knell.  Two men in a pick-up truck 
 drive down to Mexico looking for someone to bless.  If you had told them at that time 
 that these seven ministries were being born and that all these buildings would be built, 
 staff trained and hired, and hundreds of volunteers follow in their footsteps, they never 
 would have believed you.  So an organization with the right people and enough money 
 could hav, built these social services such as a boys home, girls home, drug rehab 
 center, etc, but these are not social service agencies - they are ministries.  Caring 
 Hearts is not a secular charity.  It is a gospel ministry. 

 You say, “We know that.  What’s your point?”  How many of you know what YMCA 
 stands for? -  Young Men’s Christian Association.  There are still a lot of “Y’s” providing 
 good services, especially in the inner city, but how many of them are openly and clearly 
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 emphasizing the Christian aspect of the organization?  Did you know that Harvard, Yale, 
 Princeton, and other major universities were established by churches to train ministers 
 and spread the gospel?  What do you think these universities teach about Jesus today - 
 either that Christianity is one of many religions or nothing at all.  Princeton Theological 
 Seminary ordains gay ministers.  They ordained a man who doesn’t believe in the deity 
 of Christ.  They feel justified in doing this because they don’t take the Bible literally. 

 My point is this - even sound, dedicated Christian ministries can lose their way and over 
 time lose their calling.  I believe that, if you asked all the people who have ever been on 
 a Caring Hearts mission trip what scripture verses best describe this ministry, many 
 would say Matthew 25:31-46: 

 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit 
 on his glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 
 separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from 
 the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 

 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my 
 Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of 
 the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and 
 you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I 
 needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in 
 prison and you came to visit me.’ 

 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed 
 you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger 
 and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick 
 or in prison and go to visit you?’ 

 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
 brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 

 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into 
 the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you 
 gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a 
 stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe 
 me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’ 

 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger 
 or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 
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 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of 
 these, you did not do for me.’ 

 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” 

 These words of Jesus are powerful and are definitely relatable to Caring Hearts, but 
 they are not our entire foundation.  Our foundation is Matthew 28:16-20: 

 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told 
 them to go.  When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then 
 Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
 given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
 name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
 obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
 very end of the age.” 

 This is called the Great Commission and its  OUR Commission  . 

 On our early trips to San Luis, when we first started doing ministry in the villages, we 
 vowed that we would never give hungry people the Bread of Life (the Gospel) without 
 giving them food for their stomachs.  We always gave them two pounds of rice, two 
 pounds of beans, candy for the children, and Spanish New Testaments. 

 We should also vow that we will never meet people’s material needs without sharing the 
 Gospel, the message of salvation through Jesus Christ.  We will always help people 
 with food, medical care, shelter, and other necessities because we care about them and 
 because the Bible tells us to.  But we would be failing to complete our mission if we did 
 not share the love and forgiveness of God with every person we serve. 

 Think about this:  We bring a small child into the boys or girls home and provide all of 
 their needs and help them get an education.  They grow up, go to college, get a good 
 job, marry, have children, live a good life, and retire comfortably.  But we never told 
 them about sin and salvation, good and evil, heaven and hell.  They die and may perish 
 separated from God.  What good have  we done? 

 You say, “Well, we would never do that.”  I imagine that is what the founders of the 
 YMCA, Harvard, Yale, and Prinecton said.  I know it took decades for their institutions to 
 lose their faith, but they did.  It starts with little compromises and spiritual laziness.  It 
 really starts to fall apart when you try to please the culture around you instead of 
 pleasing God.  Jesus made it clear in Mark 8:36, “What good is it for a man to gain the 
 whole world, yet forfeit his soul?” 
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 Our mission statement states that our mission is “Offering hope and empowering 
 change by sharing the Gospel and God’s love with vulnerable people.”  Initially, the 
 hope and empowerment for change in the lives of vulnerable people we meet will be 
 most visible in the form of material things like food, clothing, medical care, and shelter. 
 But ultimately, the greatest change will be spiritual.  We will help these people we love 
 not just for the years they live here on earth but for eternity.  We will make them 
 disciples, baptize them, and teach them to obey everything Jesus commanded. 

 Points to ponder: 

 How do we keep the Gospel message in Caring Hearts? 
 How do we avoid what happened to the YMCA, etc.? 

 II  OUR BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW 

 We established that, although we provide human services, food, shelter, medical care, 
 etc., we are not merely a social services agency.  We are a ministry whose mission is 
 the Great Commission (Matthew 28).  We want to see people come to Christ. 

 How do we define our goals, determine our methods, carry out our mission, and make 
 decisions regarding our ministry?  We pray and endeavor to be led by the Holy 
 Spirit. 

 How can we know if we are getting it right, if we are truly doing what God wants us to 
 do, the way he wants us to do it? 

 1.  We will have the confirmation of the Holy Spirit. 
 2.  We will have agreement. 
 3.  We will have results (fruit). 

 The problem is, we can believe we are hearing from the Holy Spirit when we are really 
 hearing what we want to hear from our own human nature.  We can even have 
 agreement on this.  A group of people can be sincere and yet be sincerely wrong.  How 
 do we avoid this? 

 The way to avoid this is by having this rule or principle:  Whatever we do must be 
 consistent with the Bible which is the Word of God.  When you choose to make every 
 decision and action line up with the Word of God, you are adopting a “Biblical 
 worldview”.  What is a Biblical worldview? 
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 We all know John 3:16:  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
 son, that whosoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  Have you 
 ever read I John 2:15, 16? 

 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for 
 the Father is not in them. For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the 
 lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the 
 world. 

 Did this confuse you at first?  If God loved the world, why are we told not to?  The 
 answer is simple.  In John 3:16, “the world” is referring to all the people living on earth - 
 human souls.  I John 2 is not referring to human souls - it is talking about the corrupt 
 value system of a culture at odds with God. 

 The Bible comes from God.  Deuteronomy 8:3:  . . . “man does not live on bread alone 
 but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.”  II Timothy 3:16, “All scripture is 
 God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in 
 righteousness.  II Peter 1:21, “For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but 
 men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” 

 This book is not just a collection of religious sayings and stories written by men.  These 
 are the very words of God.  He did not dictate it to the authors, but He inspired them. 
 So it is true and reliable.  It is our standard of faith and conduct.  What we believe and 
 how we act must be determined by the Bible. Everything we believe and every choice 
 we make has got to be consistent with it.  When you determine to live according to 
 God’s Word and nothing else, you are adopting a biblical worldview.  If you do not 
 choose to have a Biblical worldview, you adopt the worldview of a corrupt value system 
 of a culture that is at odds with God.  I guess you could call it a “worldly worldview”. 

 Where does a worldly worldview come from?  It comes from “the god of this age”.  II 
 Corinthians 4:4:  “The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they 
 cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
 God.”  John 5:19 says, “The whole world lies in the power of the evil one.”  You can say, 
 “I don’t take the Bible literally.  I follow my heart and make my own decisions.”  But when 
 you do this, you are trading a Biblical worldview for a worldly one.  Can you really trust 
 your heart, your own conclusions and emotions?  Jeremiah 17:9 says, “. . . the human 
 heart is the most deceitful of things and desperately wicked.” 

 Here is a simple truth that every believer needs to learn:  GOD IS ALWAYS RIGHT 
 AND WE AREN’T.  Isaiah 55:8-11 makes it clear: 
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 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” 
 declares the Lord. “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
 higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. As the rain and the 
 snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth 
 and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for 
 the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me 
 empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent 
 it.” 

 The corrupt value system of the world comes from the flawed thinking and wrong 
 conclusions of sinful human hearts.  When you look at the messages our culture sends 
 out endlessly through news, movies, TV programs, books, song lyrics and all kinds of 
 social media, does it look and sound like it comes from a holy God or from sinful human 
 hearts? 

 Today’s culture says, “There is no God or there are many gods and religions or you 
 decide yourself who or what to worship.”  Right before his death, Jesus prayed to the 
 Father in John 17:3 “ . . . now this is eternal life:  that they (the disciples and us) may 
 know you, the only true God.”  Who do you believe, sinful humans or Jesus?  You have 
 to choose one or the other, a Biblical worldview or a secular worldview.  You can’t have 
 both.  They are incompatible. 

 So what does all of this have to do with Caring Hearts?  Having a Biblical worldview is 
 important to us because we make decisions, we serve, and  we set an example. 
 Everything we decide and everything we do in this ministry must be in line with the word 
 of God.   A couple of examples: 

 ●  Border guards - we would not pay a bribe but we painted a building, establishing 
 a relationship. 

 ●  Stolen remote at prison. 
 We established from the start that we would not pay bribes.  I Corinthians 4:2 says, 
 “Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful.”  Romans 
 12:17 says, “Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody.” 

 Conclusions: 
 If you are going to be a true servant of God, a true follower of the Lord, you have to 
 believe in His word and  DO  IT  !  Jesus said, “If you love me, obey my commands.” John 
 14:15. 
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 III  OUR CALLING AND CHARACTER 

 When you read in the Bible that someone is “called” what do you think that means? 
 Modified definition:  a strong urge toward a particular way of life or career; a vocation. 
 Greek from the New Testament:  an invitation; figuratively a vocation. 

 God calls all of us to repentance and to faith in Christ, but He also calls us to participate 
 in His redemptive work.  God did not create you to merely be a consumer, someone 
 who goes through life working, buying, using, living, and then dying.  He has a purpose 
 for every life and, therefore, a ministry for every person who belongs to Him to serve in, 

 Ephesians 4 tells us God calls believers to be apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, 
 and teachers.  You say, “That's nice but I am not any of those things, so I am not 
 ‘called’.”  Throughout the Bible, God called specific people to certain tasks:  Moses for 
 Egypt, Esther for saving her people, Gideon to fight, Deborah to lead Israel.  Jesus 
 called His disciples literally and figuratively.  If you look closely, you see that God calls 
 ordinary people to do extraordinary things.  But how do I know if I’m called?  We used to 
 use the term “burden”.  God gave me a burden for children’s ministry.  God gave me a 
 burden for Mexico.  What it means is that you feel concern, empathy, and compassion 
 for someone or some group of persons. 

 In II Timothy 1:8,9, Paul writes, “. . . join with me in the suffering for the Gospel, by the 
 power of God, who has saved us and called us to a holy life, not because of anything 
 we have done but because of His own purpose and grace.” 

 I had zero compassion or concern for Mexico.  I did not have a “burden” for it.  I did not 
 receive one the first time I went, but I did so on the second trip. 

 You need to determine if you are called to Caring Hearts.  If you are here, you probably 
 are.  If you aren’t, don’t quit.  Ask God to show you.  So, although you are not 
 credentialed clergy, you are a minister.  You minister when you build a building, hand 
 out food, treat sick people, play with the kids in San Luis, and when you share the 
 Gospel.  Consequently, you represent Caring Hearts and, more importantly, you 
 represent God.  In II Corinthians 5:20, the apostle Paul, while explaining his ministry 
 said, “We are, therefore, Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making His appeal 
 through us.”  Definition of ambassador -  a representative of a nation and its leader. 
 Ambassadors  have to be extremely careful about what they say and do because they 
 represent their country and their leader.  They can give a wrong impression and alienate 
 the people they are called to befriend.  We, however, do not represent a nation or a 
 president, we represent a King and a Kingdom.  How we behave, what we say and do, 
 and the way we say and do it reflect on Caring Hearts, our coworkers, and most of all 
 God. 
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 In light of this, we have to be diligent to do what Ephesians 4:1 so strongly urges us to 
 do, “. . . lead a life worthy of your calling, for you have been called by God.”  It all comes 
 back to a Biblical worldview.  The Bible is our standard of faith and conduct.  Our 
 actions and attitudes are not determined by the culture around us.  They are dictated by 
 the Word of God. 

 Ambassadors are given clear, detailed, written instructions on how they should act as 
 they represent their country.  Our clear, detailed instructions are found in the Bible. 
 Both the Old and the New Testaments instruct us regarding our words, actions, and 
 attitudes.  Ephesians 5:1-21 is a good example. 

 Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the way of 
 love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and 
 sacrifice to God. 

 But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind 
 of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people. Nor 
 should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, 
 but rather thanksgiving. For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or 
 greedy person—such a person is an idolater—has any inheritance in the 
 kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no one deceive you with empty words, for 
 because of such things God’s wrath comes on those who are disobedient. 
 Therefore do not be partners with them. 

 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children 
 of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 
 and find out what pleases the Lord. Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of 
 darkness, but rather expose them.  It is shameful even to mention what the 
 disobedient do in secret. But everything exposed by the light becomes 
 visible—and everything that is illuminated becomes a light. This is why it is said: 
 “Wake up, sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 

 Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most 
 of every opportunity, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but 
 understand what the Lord’s will is. Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to 
 debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another with 
 psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart 
 to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of 
 our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 
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 Look at these topics:  sexual immorality, greed, obscene talk, drunkenness, just to name 
 a few.  These were written 2000 years ago but they are still pertinent today.  There are a 
 lot of other sins and temptations that can compromise your integrity and ruin the 
 example you are trying to set.  When this happens, your ministry is hindered if not 
 invalidated altogether.  It doesn’t have to be a big thing.  Sometimes it is a big thing: 
 adultery, abuse, mishandling funds. 

 Thankfully these same versus show us how to prevent this from happening: 
 Vs 4 - Be thankful and speak the language of gratitude.  (Most of the mistakes I 

 made  were when I had a bad attitude.) 
 Vs 8 - Live as people of the Light (above board, not under the table). 
 Vs 10 - Carefully consider what pleases the Lord. 
 Vs 15 - Be careful how you live. 
 Vs 17 - Understand what the Lord wants you to do. 
 Vs 18 - Be filled with the Spirit. 
 Vs 20 - Give thanks for everything. 
 Vs 21 - Submit to one another out of reverence to Christ. 

 I purposely left Vs 1 for last because, although it is at the beginning of the chapter, it 
 sums everything up. 

 Vs 1 -  Imitate God and live a life of love. 

 There is one common denominator in all of these things.  selflessness  .  The sinful 
 human nature is essentially selfish.  It’s all about me.  The spirit-filled person cannot be 
 selfish.  What greater example of selflessness is there than Jesus? 

 Philippians 2:5-9:  In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset 
 as Christ Jesus:  Who, being in very nature God,  did not consider equality with 
 God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself 
 nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 
 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming 
 obedient to death—even death on a cross!  Therefore God exalted him to the 
 highest place and gave him the name that is above every name. 

 To serve in ministry, to have integrity so that your Christian character is evident to 
 everyone you have to humble yourself. 

 ●  When an ambassador stands before the people of the nation to which they were 
 sent, he or she is to behave as their president would if he were there. 
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 ●  When you or I stand before people of San Luis, Pittsburgh, Nashville, or 
 anywhere else, God sends us.  We are required to behave the way Jesus would 
 if he were there. 

 Point to ponder:  What steps do you take to guard your integrity and your character? 

 IV   OUR BATTLE 

 None of us likes to believe we have enemies, but we do.  The Bible makes it clear that 
 we have at least one:  the devil.  The Bible identifies him as Satan (which means 
 adversary), the accuser (Rev 12:10 and in the book of Job), the ruler of darkness 
 (Ephesians 6:12), and the tempter (Matthew 4:3). 

 The devil is totally depraved and evil.  He wants to usurp God and take authority for 
 himself, but this is impossible.  God is all powerful, and Satan is extremely limited in 
 what he can do. It is important to know that God is not locked in battle with the devil. 
 Satan is no equal for God.  He is like a mouse fighting a lion.  Jesus has already 
 defeated him through the cross, and his fate is also sealed.  He is powerless against 
 God but not against us, so he fights on in his losing battle trying to take as many souls 
 as he can with him to eternal punishment. 

 What the devil can do:  The Bible tells us: 
 ●  He can afflict the righteous (Job 1:12) 
 ●  He can blind the minds of unbelievers (II Corinthians 4:4) 
 ●  He can tempt people to disobey God (Genesis 3:4&5) 
 ●  He can instigate people to sin (John 13:2) 

 So what does this have to do with Caring Hearts? 

 We are all born into a spiritual battle between good and evil.  The moment you go into 
 God’s service, that battle heats up.  When you serve in a ministry, you are no longer a 
 civilian.  You may as well have a uniform because you have become a threat to the 
 devil’s work, and that  makes you his enemy.  God loves Caring Hearts, and by 
 contributing and dedicating yourself to this ministry, you anger the devil because you 
 are opposing him. 

 I Peter 5:8 says this, “ . . . The devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 
 someone to devour.”  He finds easy prey in underdeveloped countries where poverty 
 and corruption leave people the most vulnerable.  One of the deadliest weapons is 
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 hopelessness.  If people feel utterly defeated, they are likely to just give up.  Why 
 bother? 

 ●  Satan hates Caring Hearts because we are giving people hope, leading them to 
 Christ who protects them from satanic attacks. 

 ●  Satan wants the girls in the Girls Home to live in fear, abuse, and neglect. 
 ●  Satan wants the boys in the Oasis to become bitter, hard, and lost (crime). 
 ●  Satan wants the men in the New LIfe Center bound in addiction and dead. 
 ●  Satan wants the children at the Soup Kitchen to go hungry. 
 ●  Satan wants the people in the Blind Center to live lonely and isolated. 
 ●  Satan wants shut-ins to suffer in pain. 

 The devil wants all the people we serve to be bound in poverty, dysfunction, abuse, 
 addiction, and hopelessness, and you are messing up his plans!  Caring Hearts is 
 destroying his work, and he is livid.  Aren’t you glad?  I am.  I am so happy to be a part 
 of a ministry that is destroying the devil’s work because that’s what Jesus came to do. 

 I John 3:8, “The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s 
 work.” 

 I am thrilled to be in this work, but I am not flippant about the danger of spiritual warfare. 
 Satan isn't going to ignore anyone interfering with his evil plans.  To us mere mortals, he 
 is still a formidable foe, and we have to guard against his attacks.  How does he attack 
 us? 

 ●  He will try to get us off mission (did this to Jesus - temptation) 
 ●  He will raise up opposition to the work (Nehemiah - Jerusalem) 
 ●  He will try to divide us. (church in Corinth - Paul and Apollos) 

 When you respond to the assignment given, he is subtle and he uses deception.  He 
 blinds the minds of unbelievers (II Cor 4:4).  But he cannot blind the minds of believers. 
 Our minds have been renewed (Romans 12:2), and . . . “we have the mind of Christ.” 
 What that means is we share the plan, purpose, and perspective of Jesus.  We know 
 that God has a plan, and it will not fail.  Satan can’t blind our minds, but he can distract 
 us with busyness, confuse us with emotions arising from temptations, and make us 
 fearful.  He will try to sow seeds of doubt, tempt us to be prideful in order to divide us, 
 and tempt us to be complacent in order to render us ineffective. 

 How should we respond? 
 1.  Be vigilant (I Peter 5:8, “Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls 

 around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.”) 
 2.  Refuse to let him in (Ephesians 4:27, “. . . do not give the devil a foothold.”  The 

 context of this verse is anger.  So we learn that our anger or disagreement with 
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 each other gives the devil an opportunity to get his foot in the door.  DON'T LET 
 HIM! 

 3.  Resist him.  (James 4:7, “Submit yourselves, then, to God.  Resist the devil, and 
 he will flee from you.”)  We don’t run from the devil - he runs from us.  Why? 
 Because we are armed. 

 Ephesians 6:10-18: 
 The Armor of God 
 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of 
 God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our 
 struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
 authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces 
 of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that 
 when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you 
 have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled 
 around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your 
 feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to 
 all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming 
 arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, 
 which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 
 prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for 
 all the Lord’s people. 

 What does this teach us? 
 ●  Our strength to fight the devil comes from the Lord and His mighty power, not 

 from ourselves. 
 ●  Our fight is not with people but with the devil and demonic forces.  So we need to 

 put on the full  Armor of God. 
 The Belt of Truth  - Protects us from Satan’s lies 
 The Breastplate of Righteousness  - Protects us from his efforts to tempt 

 us to sin. 
 The Gospel of Peace  - Counteracts his plans to cause strife. 
 The Shield of Faith  - Extinguishes the slanderous accusations he fires at 

 us. 
 The Helmet of Salvation  - protects our minds from the seeds of doubt 

 and discouragement he wants to sow. 
 The Sword of the Spirit  - This is our only offensive weapon.  It is the 

 Word of God, the very thing Jesus used to defeat Satan when he 
 tempted him in the desert (Matthew 4). 
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 The devil is going to attack Caring Hearts.  It is much too powerful and effective for him 
 to ignore.  But just look at the weapons we have through Jesus Christ.  If we resist, he 
 will flee! 

 When we are all in tune with the Holy Spirit, we are all in agreement.  When we humble 
 ourselves and pray, we present a united front that is insurmountable to the devil.  It is 
 our duty to do this to protect the ministry of Caring Hearts.  When you protect this 
 ministry, you protect the girls in the Girls Home, the boys in Oasis, the hungry at the 
 Soup Kitchen, the blind at the Blind Center, the addicted at the New LIfe Center, the sick 
 shut-ins, and, of course, the lost people who don’t know Jesus. 

 These are all the people God has called us to serve, and we need to stand our ground, 
 be alert, and keep on praying. 

 Caring Hearts Ministry Staff Retreat 
 October 8-9, 2021 
 By Pastor Gary Simpson 
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