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Peter L. Abt, MD
Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA, USA

Peter Abt is a multi-organ transplant surgeon at the University of Pennsylvania where he is also the 
Director of the Abdominal Transplant Surgery Fellowship.  Dr. Abt is involved in living and deceased 
donor transplants among adults and children. His research interests are primarily in the arena of 
health services where he studies avenues that increase opportunities for transplantation.  He is also 
involved in translational research.  In 2003, Dr. Abt described an association between biliary compli-
cations and donation after cardiac death liver transplantation.   Subsequent research has attempted 
to characterize donor agonal events with graft survival and biliary complications.

Magdy Attia, MD, MS, FRCSGen, MBBCh
Leeds Teaching Hospitals, Leeds, UK

I received my Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery degrees in 1991 from Assuit University 
Medical School in Assuit, Egypt. I completed my surgical residency in Assuit University Hospitals. I mo-
ved to the UK in 1997 and obtained my FRCS and pursued a career in Transplantation & Hepatobiliary 
Surgery. I started as a research fellow in the Department of Transplantation & Hepatobiliary Surgery 
and University of Leeds. My research topic was organ preservation for Transplantation. I obtained 
an MD degree from the University of Leeds in 2002. I completed my training in General Surgery and 
subsequently focused my training in Transplantation & Hepatobiliary Surgery. My main interest is 
Liver Transplantation in adults and pediatrics and Hepatobiliary Surgery. I started as a Consultant in 
2008 at Leeds Teaching Hospitals and I am currently the Clinical Lead for Transplantation & Hepato-
biliary Surgery. My areas of expertise include liver transplantation (adult, pediatric and living donor), 
renal transplantation and laparoscopic donor nephrectomy, Hepatobiliary surgery and general and 
laparoscopic surgery. I have research interests in normothermic machine perfusion, organ preser-
vation techniques and immunosuppression trials, and functional MRI scans for assessment of liver 
volumetry.
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PIERRE-A. CLAVIEN, MD, PhD, FACS, ASA, FRCS, FRCS
University Hospital Zurich, Zurich, Switzerland
 
Pierre-Alain Clavien is a worldwide renowned surgeon-scientist, currently professor and chairman 
of the Department of Surgery in Zurich, Switzerland. His main interests are the various aspects 
of transplantation and liver surgery. Since 1994, he has been running an active basic science la-
boratory, areas of research include organ preservation, liver ischemia-reperfusion injury and liver 
regeneration, pathogenesis of cancer as well as outcome research with publication in Science, 
Nature, PNAS, Annals of Surgery, Gastroenterology, Lancet and NEJM. Dr. Clavien has also deve-
loped a simple and widely used system to evaluate complications after surgery, which holds his 
name. He was appointed Associate Editor of Journal of Hepatology and of Annals of Surgery to 
cover the liver topics, and Editor for the ESA articles in Annals of Surgery.

Miriam Cortes Cerisuelo, MD, PhD
King’s College Hospital, London, UK  
 
Dr. Miriam Cortes Cerisuelo is consultant surgeon in adult and paediatric liver transplantation in 
King’s College Hospital since April 2016. In 2002, she graduated in Medicine from Barcelona Univer-
sity, and completed general surgery residency in Hospital La Fe in Valencia, Spain. After she was 
awarded with a post-residency research grant in 2009, she completed her doctorate in metabono-
mics, as a useful tool to predict liver functionality after liver transplant, in the University of Valen-
cia and then was appointed as a clinical liver transplant fellow in King’s College Hospital in 2012. 
In 2015 she was awarded with a MRC Centre for Transplantation/Emory Bridging Fellowship which 
funded one year post-doctoral fellowship in one of the leading Immunology Transplant Centres 
in the United States where she worked under the direction of Dr Mandy Ford, scientific director 
in “Emory Transplant Centre”. Her research focused in finding biomarkers to predict belatacept 
resistant rejection in patients undergoing kidney transplantation. Her current scientific interest 
the role of ex-vivo perfusion of donor livers in modulating immunogenicity after transplantation. 

Kristopher P. Croome, MD
Mayo Clinic, Jacksonville, Florida, FL, USA
 
Dr. Kristopher Croome is an Associate professor of Surgery at Mayo Clinic Florida. He has fellow-
ship training in both HPB surgery (AHPBA) and Transplantation (ASTS), as well as a graduate degree 
in epidemiology and statistics. His research interests include donation after circulatory death liver 
transplantation, donor liver steatosis, ischemia reperfusion injury and liver regeneration.  He has 
over 90 peer-reviewed publications in both HPB and transplant surgery. He lives in Jacksonville 
Florida with his wife Sarah and children Xander and Charlotte.
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Olivier Detry, MD, PhD
University of Liege, Liege, Belgium

Pr Olivier Detry has been assistant Professor of Surgery at the University of Liege, Belgium, and 
“Chef de Clinique” in the Department of Abdominal Surgery & Transplantation of the CHU Liege, Bel-
gium. He is particularly involved in the liver surgery and transplant programs. He is past president 
of the Belgian Transplantation Society, past member of the Eurotransplant Liver Intestine Alloca-
tion Committee (ELIAC), and actual secretary of the Belgian Liver Intestine Allocation Committee 
(Be-LIAC). He is involved in the controlled DCD abdominal programs of the CHU Liege (including pro-
curements after euthanasia) in which more than 200 DCD liver transplantations were performed 
so far. Pr Olivier Detry was part of the group that built a successful DCD heart transplant program 
at the CHU Liege, the first clinical program in the Eurotransplant countries. His actual translational 
research interests concern the use of mesenchymal stromal cells in solid organ recipients to limit 
ischemia perfusion injury and to induce tolerance. 

Federica Dondero Pozzo, MD 
Beaujon Hospital, Paris, France

After medical graduation from the hospital of Genes, Italy, doctor Dondero has completed her 
formation in the department of HPB surgery and liver transplantation at Beaujon Hospital, Clichy, 
France where she currently works as senior consulting surgeon. Doctor Dondero has been acti-
vely participating in the liver transplantation program since 2002, which she now supervises and 
has performed more than 1000 liver transplantation procedures. She has been actively involved 
in all important developments in liver transplantation during the past fifteen years (living donor 
liver transplantation, allocation policies, use of extended criteria donors, implementation of DCD 
donors, machine perfusion) locally but also on a national scale through her various positions in 
different commissions at the Agence national de la Biomedecine. She is also regularly solicited as 
a national expert for the derogation of exception points for liver transplantation. She is currently 
leading a national study focusing on biliary complications following liver transplantation with 
Maastricht 3 DCD donors using regional normothermic perfusion (French protocol). Doctor Dondero 
is the author of more than 70 publications in international journals, including high impact papers 
in top-ranked journals (Annals of Surgery, Journal of Hepatology, Transplantation, Liver transplan-
tation etc..). She is also reviewer for several international surgical and transplantation journals. 
Her areas of research mainly involve the indications, allocation policies, techniques and results of 
liver transplantation but also primary and secondary liver tumors. 
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Philipp Dutkowski, MD, FEBS
Professor of Surgery, Head of Abdominal Transplant, Department of Surgery & Transplantation
University Hospital Zurich, Switzerland

P. Dutkowski, MD is Professor of Surgery at the University of Zurich, Switzerland. He is a he-
pato-pancreato-biliary (HPB) and transplant surgeon and since 2009 Head of Abdominal Organ 
Transplantation in Zurich.
He started his surgical carrier 1993 in Germany at the University of Mainz, and completed his board 
certification for Surgery in 1999, and for Visceral Surgery in 2002. In parallel, he completed his 
thesis for Habilitation in 2001, after establishing a research group in the field of liver preservation. 
In 2004, he joined the group of Pierre Alain Clavien in Zurich, and succeeded to translate basic 
research on machine liver perfusion into clinical application. Consecutively, the first worldwide 
clinical application of hypothermic oxygenated perfusion in human DCD livers was implemented 
in Zurich since 2012.

David Foley, MD 
University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health, Madison, WI, USA

Dr. David Foley is Professor of Surgery in the Division of Transplantation at the University of 
Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health. He is Surgical Director of the Liver Transplant 
Program at the William S. Middleton Veterans Hospital in Madison, WI, Surgical Director of the 
UWHealth Transplant Clinic, and Director of the ASTS Abdominal Transplant Surgery Fellowship. 
He also has served in multiple leadership positions in national transplant organizations including 
AST, ASTS, and UNOS.  His surgical practice includes liver and kidney transplantation, laparoscopic 
donor nephrectomies, and general surgery. His research is focused on identifying risk factors and 
improving outcomes of liver transplantation using marginal organs from older, steatotic and DCD 
donors. He also participates in national clinical trials aimed at decreasing delayed graft function 
after kidney transplantation.  
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Juan Carlos García-Valdecasas Salgado, MD, PhD
Hospital Clinic University of Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain

Juan Carlos García-Valdecasas, MD, PhD. is full Professor of Surgery at the University of Barcelona 
and Senior consutant of the General and Digestive Surgery Service and the Liver Transplant Unit 
at the Hospital Clinic of Barcelona. 

Graduated from the School of Medicine, University of Barcelona, he received his medical degree 
in 1975. He was an intern and chief resident at the Hospital Clinic of Barcelona and was trained 
in liver surgery and transplantation at Addenbrooke’s Hospital in Cambridge (UK), Groningen (Net-
herlands) and Pittsburgh (USA). 

In June 1988, he performed the first liver transplantation at the Hospital Clinic and since then the 
Institution has performed more than 2000, being one of the most active centers in Europe. The 
Unit performs any type of transplant, pioneering either living or non heart beating donation liver 
transplantation in Spain. The Group is currently a world reference in DCD Donation and the use of 
Normothermic Recircultation in the retrieval of organs from DCD donors

Dr. García-Valdecasas has written more than 350 journal articles, most of them in the field of liver 
transplantation and surgery. Currently his Hirsch Index is 46. He has held many lectureship and 
visiting professorships in Spain and abroad and has been the recipient of a number of research 
grants. He has been invited speaker in several congresses around the world including, European, 
Asian, North-American and South-American Universities (Ann-Harbor, Sao Paulo, Virginia, Oporto, 
Kaohsiung, Seoul, Hong Kong etc.), National (Spain) and International Meetings (ESOT, ILTS, Pan-
hellenic etc.) 

Prof. García-Valdecasas is a member of:  The European Society of Organ Transplantation (ESOT), 
Catalan Society of Transplantation, The Transplantation Society (TTS). Former Vicepresident of 
Eurpean Liver and Intestine Transplantation Society,(1994-2000) and Past President of the Interna-
tional Liver Transplantation Society (ILTS, 2010-2012). Former Council member of the European Sur-
gery Association. He is also a member of the Editorial Board of the Liver Transplantation Journal. 
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Mikel Gastaca, MD
Cruces University Hospital, Bilbao, Spain

Dr. Gastaca graduated from the Basque Country University in Bilbao in 1988 and completed his 
residency in general surgery at Cruces University Hospital in Bilbao in 1993. He joined the General 
Surgery Department at Galdakao Hospital (1994-1998) where he was in charge of the HPB surgery 
unit. He returned to the Hepatobiliary Surgery and Liver Transplantation Unit at Cruces University 
Hospital in 1998 where he currently works as senior consultant and surgical director of liver lapa-
roscopic surgery. In this position he has participated in more than 1500 liver transplantations and 
100 laparoscopic liver surgeries. He is also Associate Professor of Surgery at the Basque Country 
University. He has been visiting clinician in different national and international centers including: 
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center (1992), Hospital Clinic in Barcelona (2003) and Asan Hospi-
tal in Seoul (2014). He gained the European Board of Transplantation Surgery in 2010.

Dr. Gastaca has a long-standing interest in outcomes after liver transplantation including: the 
use of extended criteria donors, biliary complications and immunosuppression. This is reflected 
in involvement in multiple clinical trials directed at defining optimal immunosuppression after 
liver transplantation. Currently, he is also interested in controlled DCD donors maintained with 
normothermic regional perfusion. 

He is the current secretary of the board of the Spanish Liver Transplant Society and of the HPB 
surgery committee of the Spanish Surgeons Association. He has been (co)-author of multiple ori-
ginal articles and abstracts relating to clinical and surgical aspects of liver transplantation. Most 
relevant recent publications on DCD liver transplantation:

Ruiz P, Gastaca M, Bustamante J et al. “Favorable outcomes after liver transplantation with nor-
mothermic regional perfusión from donors after cardiac death: A single-center experience”. Trans-
plantation 2019; 103: 938-943

Hessheimer A, Coll E, Torres F, et al. Normothermic regional perfusión vs super-rapid recovery in 
controlled donation after circulatory death liver transplantation. J Hepatol 2019; 70: 658-665
Miñambres E, Ruiz P, Ballesteros MA et al. “Combined lungs and liver procurement in controlled do-
nation after circulatory death using normothermic abdominal perfusion. Initial experience in two
Spanish centers. Am J Transplant 2019 ahead of publication

Davide Ghinolfi, MD, PhD
Universita di Pisa, Pisa, Italy  

Davide Ghinolfi was born in Chiavari (Italy) in 1975. He attended the School of Medicine and Resi-
dency in General Surgery at the University of Genoa (Italy), where he got his PhD in Management 
of Organ Transplantation. He spent one year at the University of Massachusetts (2005) as a 
research fellow and two years at the Mount Sinai Hospital in New York City (NY, USA) as a hepa-
tobiliary and multiorgan transplant fellow (2007-2009). Since 2009 he is an attending surgeon at 
the division of Hepatobiliary Surgery and Liver Transplantation at the University of Pisa Medical 
School Hospital, the largest liver transplant program in Italy. His research interests are focused on 
the use of marginal grafts in liver transplantation (in particular older donors and DCD liver grafts) 
and on ex-situ normothermic perfusion. He is an expert in quality assessment and improvement 
programs in healthcare.
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James Guarrera, MD, FACS 
New Jersey Medical School, Newark, NJ, USA
 
James V. Guarrera, MD, FACS is Professor, Interim Chair of Surgery and Chief of Liver Transplanta-
tion and Hepatobiliary Surgery at Rutgers New Jersey Medical School. He received his M.D. degree 
from Mount Sinai School of Medicine. Dr. Guarrera is certified by the American Board Surgery, The 
American Society of Transplant Surgeons and is a Fellow of the American College of Surgeons. He 
completed his internship and residency in General Surgery at Columbia University Medical Center 
and fellowship training in Multi-Organ Transplantation and Hepatobiliary Surgery also at Columbia 
University. Prior to coming to Rutgers NJMS, Dr. Guarrera held key leadership positions as Surgical 
Director of Adult Liver Transplantation and Program Director for the Abdominal Transplant/Hepato-
biliary Fellowship and Rotating Surgical Residents at Columbia University Medical Center. He is an 
extensive contributor to the medical literature with over 100 scientific papers, reviews and book 
chapters and is on the editorial board of the journal Liver Transplantation.  

Dr. Guarrera is acknowledged as an international expert and pioneer in Ex-vivo Machine Preser-
vation of donor organs. He is distinguished as the first to clinically preserve human livers using 
ex-vivo continuous machine perfusion. This work earned him the ASTS Vanguard Award in 2011 in 
recognition of the most influential manuscript in the field of transplantation for the year. His novel 
techniques paved the way for ex-vivo liver machine perfusion procedures now being implemen-
ted by groups in North America, Europe, and Asia. Consequently, he is a co-inventor on eight U.S. 
Patents related to novel technology in Liver Transplantation and Organ Preservation. In addition, 
Dr. Guarrera is the Principal Investigator for a U.S. multicenter clinical trial to improve transplant 
results by using new ex-vivo portable organ perfusion technology.

In the laboratory, he continues this work to further elucidate molecular mechanisms and deve-
lop techniques to confer protection from ischemia/ reperfusion injury in the transplanted liver. 
Recently, Dr. Guarrera was the recipient of the 2016 Rising Stars in Transplantation Award by 
the American Society of Transplant Surgeons. He serves on several national and international 
committees in surgery, liver disease, transplantation and organ preservation.
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Xiaoshun He, MD, PhD
Organ Transplant Center, The First Affiliated Hospital, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou, 
China

Positions Held:
• The Vice President of The First Affiliated Hospital, Sun Yat-sen University
• The academic pacesetter of National Key Clinical Specialist of Organ Transplantation,  

Sun Yat-sen University
• Adjunct Professor of Cornell University and Jinan University
• Member of China Organ Donation and Transplantation Committee
• Leader of the Organ Procurement and Functional Assessment Group of the Chinese Society 

of Organ Transplantation
• Deputy leader of organ transplantation group of Chinese Surgical Society, Chinese Medical 

Association
• Chairman of the Precision Medicine Management Branch of the Chinese Hospital Association
• Deputy Chairman of the Transplant Technology Engineering Center Academic Committee of 

National Health Commission of China
• Vice Chairman of the Organ Transplantation Committee, China Research Hospital Association
• Director of China Organ Transplantation Development Foundation
• Director of Guangdong Provincial Key Laboratory of Organ Donation and Transplant  

Immunology
• Director of Organ Donation Institute, Sun Yat-sen University

Awards:
• 2 Second Prize National Science & Technology Progress Award 
• 1 First Prize of Science and Technology Progress of the Ministry of Education
• 1 Chinese Medical Science and Technology Prize, second prize
• 5 Provincial-level Technology Progress Award
• One of 2017 Top Ten Scientific and Technological Innovators in China
• awarded as “National Excellent Scientist”
• the expert to enjoy Special Government Allowances of the State Council
• Outstanding contribution experts of National Health Commission of China
• The New Century Excellent Talents of Ministry of Education of China
• Wu jieping - Paul Janssen Medical & Pharmaceutical Award
• Guangzhou Science and Technology Mayor’s Award 

Academic contributions:
• Published 127 SCI papers with 3084 citations
• Established the ischemia-free organ transplantation technique to solve the problem of organ 

ischemia-reperfusion injury
• Established a simplified multivisceral transplantation technology system to provide a cure 

for end-stage diseases of multiple organs. Completed the first multivisceral transplantation 
successfully in Asia

• The pioneer of deceased organ donation in China
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Nigel Heaton, MD, FRCS
King’s College Hospital, London, UK

Nigel Heaton: HPB and adult and paediatric liver transplant surgeon. Professor of Liver Transplan-
tation Kings College, London.  Head of the liver transplant programme at King’s College Hospital 
for past 25 years. The unit performs approximately 250 transplants per year in adults and chil-
dren. We perform split, living donor, auxiliary and DCD liver transplantation, in addition to the DBD 
program.  There are also nationally recognised programmes for islet, hepatocyte and small bowel 
transplantation. In the last 29 years the unit has performed approaching 6,000 liver transplants. 
We have trained doctors and nurses from around the world helping to develop liver transplanta-
tion. Published over 450 papers in peer reviewed journals. Research interests include HCC and 
cholangiocarcinoma and liver transplantation.

Roberto Hernandez-Alejandro, MD
University of Rochester Medical Center, Rochester, USA

Dr. Roberto Hernandez-Alejandro was the former Director of Liver Transplantation at Western Uni-
versity, Canada and an Associate Professor of Surgery & Oncology. 

Dr. Hernandez-Alejandro completed an abdominal transplant and hepato-pancreato-biliary (HPB) 
surgery fellowship from 2006-2008 at Western University, Canada. Subsequently, he received 
further training in live donor liver transplantation at the Kyoto University in Japan.

Over the past 8 years, Dr. Hernandez-Alejandro’s reputation for leadership and collaboration has 
helped to build one of the largest Transplant and Hepatobiliary Programs in Canada and is recog-
nized in the broader surgical community nationally and internationally. He is a pioneer in liver 
resections for malignancy as well as Donation After Cardiac Death (DCD) Liver Transplantation.

His research endeavors are primarily focused on liver regeneration and donation after cardiac de-
ath (DCD). Dr. Hernandez-Alejandro has developed several protocols, as the principal investigator, 
in liver metastasis designed to improve the outcome in DCD’s. A pioneer in North America with the 
ALPPS procedure in the management of liver metastases, Dr. Hernandez-Alejandro is frequently 
invited by national and international academic centers to give guest lectures on the topic. He has 
more than 50 peer reviewed publications in the area of HPB and Liver Transplant.
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Amelia Hessheimer, MD
Hospital Clínic, Barcelona, Spain
 
Dr. Amelia Hessheimer is a Specialist in Hepatopancreatobiliary Surgery & Liver Transplantation 
Unit at the Hospital Clínic in Barcelona, Spain. Dr. Hessheimer has a background in Chemistry, 
Medicine, and Surgery. Currently, Dr. Hessheimer performs both clinical and experimental work in 
the field of liver transplantation, with primary areas of focus related to donation after circulatory 
death, perfusion technologies, and strategies for the successful transplantation of partial liver 
grafts.

Rajiv Jalan MD, PhD, MBBS, FRCPE, FRCP, FAASZD 
University College London, London, UK

RAJIV JALAN [MBBS; MD; PhD; FRCP; FRCPE, FRCPE]; DOB: 141262.
Professor of Hepatology, Institute for Liver and Digestive Health, UCL Medical School. Hon Consul-
tant, Royal Free Hospital and University College London Hospitals. Head: Liver Failure Group. Editor 
in Chief: Journal of Hepatology, Email: r.jalan@ucl.ac.uk;

Background
I am a clinician with a strong focus on translational research. I graduated in India, trained in Edin-
burgh and studied for my PhD in Maastricht. I moved to UCL as a Senior lecturer/Hon Consultant in 
2000 and was awarded a personal chair in 2009. I spend about 50% of my time providing patient 
care as a Hepatologist at the secondary and tertiary level at the Royal Free Hospital where I also 
run a translational and basic science laboratory.

Research Focus and Output
My work focused on liver failure. The most important observation we made was the discovery 
that systemic inflammation played a crucial role in the progression of liver injury and cirrhosis 
culminating in liver failure leading up to current hypotheses and the seminal observation that acu-
te-on-chronic liver failure (ACLF) was a distinct clinical syndrome with defined clinical, prognostic 
and pathophysiological characteristics. ACLF is associated with high mortality rates, consumes 
huge healthcare resources and its treatment is a huge unmet need. In the past 15 years since 
I described this syndrome first, more than 800 papers have been published on this subject and 
many research groups and industry are focussed on this subject to better define, prognosticate, 
understand its pathogenesis and develop new treatments. I have developed a vibrant clinical 
practice and laboratory with many novel therapies and and established extensive collaborations 
with key investigators, Foundations and Industry around the world to study the pathophysiologi-
cal basis of ACLF. I was the Founder member of the EASL CLIF Consortium (100 European hospitals), 
which now stands independently funded with the aim of developing new treatments for cirrhosis 
and liver failure. My research has led to successful publications of about 396 original papers, 
editorials and reviews. My H-Index is 83

(Google Scholar; Total citations: >20K; 10-index: 246)
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Ina Jochmans, MD, PhD
University Hospitals Leuven, Leuven, Belgium

I am an Associate Professor at the department of Microbiology, Immunology, and Transplantation 
at KU Leuven and a consultant transplant surgeon at UZ Leuven in Belgium.

As an academic transplant surgeon I am convinced that innovation in our field is essential to drive 
progress and improve patient care.

Although I have a broad interest in transplantation of higher-risk organs, I have to confess to 
being an organ preservation critic.

I am committed to the exploration of the potential and the limits of isolated kidney and liver per-
fusion as preservation strategies and as diagnostic and treatment platforms.

I do so in both preclinical and clinical pragmatic research. If you cannot reach me in theatres or 
clinic, you have a good chance of finding me in the lab or behind my computer putting the bits and 
pieces of research together.

Marit Kalisvaart, MD, PhD
University Hospital Zurich, Zurich, Switzerland
 
Marit Kalisvaart completed her medical studies at the Erasmus University (Rotterdam, the Nether-
lands) in 2015. Due to her interest in liver surgery, she started a research and clinical fellowship 
at Liver Unit of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Birmingham, United Kingdom. She focussed her 
research on risk assessment in liver transplantation, including the impact of donor organ quality 
on surgical and renal outcomes. This research was both conducted at the Queen Elizabeth Hospi-
tal in Birmingham and the Erasmus University Medical Center in Rotterdam, the Netherlands and 
she received her PhD in December 2018. She continued her surgical training and research in HPB 
surgery and liver transplantation in 2019 at the Department of General Surgery and Organ Trans-
plantation at the University Hospital in Zurich, Switzerland.

Marit Kalisvaart is currently an active member of the International Liver Transplantation Society in 
the Vanguard Committee and as one of the coordinators of the DCD & Machine Perfusion Special 
Interest Group.
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Daniel Maluf, MD 
UT/Methodist Transplant Institute Memphis, TX, USA

Daniel G Maluf MD is a fully trained transplant surgeon and scientist with more than 18 years of 
experience in clinical and translational research.  As clinician, he is the Director of Liver Trans-
plantation and Living Donor Liver Transplantation at University of Tennessee. He perform  liver 
transplant operations and Living Donor Liver Transplantation. He also act as Medical Director of 
the Research Transplant Institute at James D. Eason Transplant Institute, University of Tennessee. 
He has experience in managing clinically IMS and transplant patients. His research experience 
includes microsurgery, immunology, RNA, DNA isolation, micro-array data analysis and interpreta-
tion. Previous awards include David Hume young investigator award by South Eastern Organ Pro-
curement Foundation (SEOPF) in 2001, and “Young investigator and Mentor Award” in 2007 by the 
International Liver Transplant Society and he also had mentored several more awarded projects in 
recent years.  He act as PI of pharmaceutical clinical trials and investigator in several NIH funded 
grants.  Areas of interests are associates with Liver Transplantation, Ischemia Reperfusion Injury, 
Machine Perfusion, Living Donor Liver Transplantation and biomarker discovery and validation. He 
has records of yearly research presentations at national and international meetings such as ATC, 
ILTS, TTS, and has been invited speaker in many opportunities. 

Paulo Martins, MD, PhD 
The University of Massachusetts Medical School, Worcester, MA, USA
   
Paulo Martins MD, PhD, FAST, FEBS, FACS is an Associate Professor of Surgery and has a trans-
plant lab focused on liver preservation at University of Massachusetts, USA. He graduated from 
medical school in 1998 in Brazil. He has been working on ischemia preservation injury and organ 
preservation for the last 17 years. He finished his PhD in transplant immunology at the Univer-
sity of Berlin-Germany in 2005 with “Summa cum Laude” and a post-doc research fellowship at 
the Brigham and Women Hospital and Massachusetts General Hospital at Harvard University, in 
Boston-USA in 2008. From 2008-2010 he did a clinical hepatobiliary and Transplant Fellowship at 
the New York Medical School, followed by other clinical transplant fellowship at Massachusetts 
General Hospital, Harvard University, from 2010-2012, followed by one year as clinical instructor in 
the same institution. Since 2013, Dr. Martins has been working as a transplant Surgeon at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. During his career he has obtained several research awards (including 
the ILTS rising star award, ASTS vanguard award, ASTS rising star award, AST basic science award, 
an AASLD grant, and the Portuguese-American Scientific leadership award). His group pioneered 
the use of RNA interference (gene silencing) during liver machine perfusion preservation and 
together with Dr. Robert J Porte’s group shed new light of the pathophysiology and regeneration 
of peri-luminal biliary glands of DCD liver grafts. He is on the ILTS Basic and Translational Science 
committee, an editorial board member/reviewer of 15 scientific journals, and member of several 
transplant societies including (ILTS, ESOT, AST, ASTS, DTG, AASLD). Dr. Martins has published 82 
peer-reviewed articles, one textbook, and 16 book chapters, and over 100 abstracts in scientific 
meeting and medical journals.
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Eduardo Miñambres, MD, PhD
Hospital Universitario Marques de Valdecilla, Santander, Spain

Eduardo Miñambres (MD, PhD) is an intensivist at the Marqués de Valdecilla University Hospital in 
Santander, SPAIN. Head of the Transplant Coordination Unit of the Marqués de Valdecilla University 
Hospital and of the Regional Office of Transplant Coordination of Cantabria. Associate Professor 
at the University of Cantabria.

His research career focus on:
The development of therapies and protocols in donors after brain death in order to minimize 
postmortem functional damage and thereby increase the number of thoracic grafts available for 
transplantation.

The use of extracorporeal membrane oxygenation devices (ECMO) as tools to minimize ischemic 
damage in deceased donors due to circulatory criteria including uncontrolled and controlled do-
nors after circulatory death

The research lines have been financed in competitive national calls (6 as Principal Investigator). 
Author of 90 works indexed in PubMed (H-Index: 21). Director of 10 doctoral theses

Paolo Muiesan, MD 
The Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Birmingham, UK

Paolo Muiesan graduated in Medicine at the University of Brescia (Italy). He continued his edu-
cation as acting intern in University of California Davis, as resident in General Surgery and then 
further specialized in Vascular Surgery at the University of Milan. He trained in adult and pediatric 
liver transplantation and hepatobiliary surgery at King�s College Hospital in London. To complete 
his training  he visited the University of Nebraska Medical Center and the University of Western 
Ontario in 1996 and Kyoto University Transplant Centre in 1998.

He became Consultant Surgeon in HPB Surgery and Transplantation at King’s College Hospital in 
1998 and moved to Birmingham Queen Elizabeth and Children’s Hospitals ten years later. He visi-
ted the Asan Medical Centre in Seoul in 2008 and 2009 to start the Living Donor Liver Transplant 
program in Birmingham and attended courses on laparoscopic and robotic liver surgery. He beca-
me Professor in HPB Surgery and Transplantation at University of Birmingham in 2015. Currently 
he is in sabbatical as Director of HPB Surgery at Careggi Hospital in Florence and Professor of 
General Surgery at the University of Florence.

Professor Muiesan leads the living donor, auxiliary, domino and DCD liver transplantation programs 
in Birmingham. Other clinical and research interests include normothermic regional perfusion and 
machine perfusion as novel means of organ preservation for transplantation. His interests also 
include liver resections for cholangiocarcinoma, ALPPS and ex-situ, ante-situm liver resections.
He currently leads the surgical program for treatment of cholangiocarcinoma. Further interests 
include open and laparoscopic/robotic resections for primary and secondary liver tumors and 
pancreatic resections. 

He served as Chair of the European Liver Intestine Transplant Association (ELITA) and Council 
Member of the European Society of Organ Transplantation (ESOT) from 2012 to 2015 and has been 
appointed Chair of the pediatric committee of the International Liver Transplantation Society (ILTS) 
and ILTS Council member in 2018. He joined by invitation the European Surgical Association in 2016. 
He has written 13 book chapters and is author/coauthor of over 240 publications.
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David Nasralla, BMBCh, MA, MRCS
University of Oxford, Oxford, UK

I graduated from Oxford University Medical School in 2005 and now work as a Consultant HPB, 
Organ Retrieval and Liver Transplant Surgeon at the Royal Free Hospital in London. From 2013-2016 
I completed a DPhil at the Nuffield Department of Surgical Sciences, University of Oxford, under the 
supervision of Prof Peter Friend. My research was concerned with investigating the mechanisms 
underlying the efficacy of normothermic liver perfusion and included conducting an EC-funded 
multinational RCT comparing normothermic liver perfusion with static cold storage. I am still 
actively involved with research in this area.  

I started working at the Royal Free Hospital in April 2019 where, under Prof Joerg Pollok, I have 
helped to establish a program of machine perfusion in liver transplantation

Gabriel Oniscu, MD
Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, United Kingdom

Gabriel Oniscu is a consultant transplant surgeon at the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh and Hono-
rary Reader at the University of Edinburgh. He is the Director of the Edinburgh Transplant Centre 
and is involved in liver, kidney and pancreas transplantation. He is also the led clinician for novel 
perfusion and preservation technologies in transplantation in Edinburgh.

He has a strong research activity with particular focus on transplant outcomes, organ perfusion 
and reconditioning and optical sensing. He is the recipient of the NRS Career Research Fellowship 
and an MRC confidence in concept award for technological developments relating to normother-
mic perfusion. Mr. Oniscu is associated with the Liver stem cells and regeneration research group 
at the Centre for Regenerative Medicine Edinburgh. He is a lead investigator in the UK NHSBT 
service evaluation of normothermic regional perfusion in DCD donors and the MRC study investi-
gating the regenerative capacity of liver ductular cells. 

Mr. Oniscu is Secretary of the European Society for Organ Transplantation and chairs the Re-
search, Innovation and Novel Technologies Advisory Group at NHS Blood and Transplant.

Jacques Pirenne, MD, MSc, PhD, 
UZ Gasthuisberg, Leuven, Belgium
 
Jacques Pirenne received his MD diploma, PhD diploma and surgical training at the University 
of Liège, Belgium. He then specialized in transplant surgery at the University of Minnesota, USA 
where he obtained a MS degree in experimental surgery. He then moved to Birmingham, UK whe-
re he became senior lecturer in transplant surgery at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. In 1997 he 
was recruited  in Leuven to develop a new department for liver, kidney, pancreas, intestinal and 
multi-visceral transplantation. He  has authored or co-authored 280 manuscripts on these topics.
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Wojciech Polak, MD, PhD
Erasmus MC, Rotterdam, The Netherlands
 
Wojciech Polak graduated in medicine cum laude at the Medical University in Wroclaw (Poland) in 
1992. Between 1992 and 1993 he finished his internship in Klinikum Innestadt in Munich, Germa-
ny. In 2000 he finished his residency in general surgery at the Department of Vascular, General 
and Transplantation Surgery at the University Hospital in Wroclaw, where he was appointed 
afterwards as a consultant surgeon. Between 2001 and 2003 he completed surgical fellowship 
in hepatobiliary surgery and liver transplantation at the Department of Surgery at the University 
Medical Center in Groningen, the Netherlands. In 2006 he was appointed as a consultant surgeon 
in hepatobiliary and transplant surgery at the Department of Surgery at the University Medical 
Center in Groningen. Since 2007 he is certified transplant surgeon at the European Board of Sur-
geons. In 2008 he defended his PhD thesis entitled “Technical aspects of liver transplantation” at 
the University of Groningen. The same year he was appointed as Associated Professor at the Me-
dical University in Wroclaw. Since September 2009 Dr. Wojciech Polak is appointed as consultant 
transplant and hepatobiliary surgeon at the Department of Surgery at the Erasmus MC, University 
Medical Center Rotterdam, the Netherlands. Currently he is Surgical Director of Liver Transplant 
Program in Erasmus MC. 

Between 2007 and 2018 Dr. Wojciech Polak was actively working in the Education Committee of 
the ESOT, where was responsible for the European Transplant Fellow Workshop and had a posi-
tion the Vice-Chair. He is currently a Chair of European Liver and Intestine Transplant Association. 
In 2015 he was awarded with Honorary Diploma of European Board of Surgery (UEMS) in Hepato-
pancreatobiliary Surgery. Since 2017 he serves as a National Delegate for the Netherlands in the 
UEMS Section of Surgery, Division of Transplantation. Dr. Polak is also the Chair of the Education 
Committee of the European-African Hepatopancreatobiliary Association. His clinical and scientific 
area of expertise is liver transplantation, especially from DCD, hepatobiliary surgery, organ dona-
tion and deceased kidney transplantation.

Robert J. Porte, MD, PhD, FEBS 
University Medical Center Groningen, Groningen, The Netherlands

Robert J Porte, MD, PhD, is Professor of Surgery at the University of Groningen, The Netherlands. 
He is a hepato-pancreato-biliary (HPB) and liver transplant surgeon, Chief of HPB-Surgery, Director 
of the Liver Transplant Program, and Vice-Chair of the Department of Surgery at the University 
Medical Center Groningen, in Groningen, The Netherlands.

Prof. Porte is a primary and co-investigator of several research projects in the field of organ 
transplantation, with special interest in machine preservation, biliary injury, hemostasis and int-
raoperative blood loss. He is a member of several scientific societies, including the International 
Liver Transplantation Society (ILTS) and the European Society for Organ Transplantation (ESOT). He 
is past Secretary General of the European Liver and Intestine Transplantation Association (ELITA) 
and past President of the Netherlands Transplantation Society. Robert Porte is the author of more 
than 350 scientific publications and has contributed to several books. He has been an invited 
speaker on various aspects of liver surgery and transplantation at several scientific meetings.
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Cristiano Quintini, MD
Cleveland Clinic, Cleveland, USA

Dr. Quintini currently serves as the Director of the Liver Transplantation and Professor of Surgery 
at Cleveland Clinic. 
 
Dr. Quintini also serves as the Director and PI of the Cleveland Clinic Uterus Transplant Program. 
 
Dr. Quintini received his medical degree from the University of Bologna in Bologna, Italy. He com-
pleted a residency in the General Surgery Residency Program at University of Modena in Modena, 
Italy. Dr. Quintini then received an ASTS Fellowship from the University of Miami in abdominal 
transplant surgery, which he completed at Jackson Memorial Hospital
 
Dr. Quintini’s interests include translational research to investigate ex-vivo normothermic machine 
preservation, DCDs and living donor and partial liver transplantation and uterus transplantation.

Michael Rizzari, MD
Henry Ford Transplant Institute, Detroit, MI, USA

Dr. Rizzari grew up in Rochester, New York. He completed his undergraduate degree, a bachelor 
of science in chemistry, at the University of Dayton in Dayton, Ohio in 2002. He earned his doctor 
of medicine degree at New York Medical College in Valhalla, New York in 2006. He completed his 
general surgery residency at the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas, Texas 
in 2013. During his residency he also completed a two-year research fellowship at the University 
of Minnesota – Twin Cities, with a focus on organ preservation and gaseous oxygen persufflation. 
Dr. Rizzari completed a multi-organ transplant surgery fellowship at the University of Wisconsin in 
Madison, Wisconsin in 2015. Following the completion of his fellowship, he accepted a position as 
a staff surgeon at the Henry Ford Transplant Institute in Detroit, Michigan, under the direction of 
Dr. Marwan Abouljoud.  His clinical interests are primarily liver transplantation and hepatobiliary 
surgery as well as live donation. His research interests are primarily in organ preservation and 
normothermic machine perfusion of the liver. Dr. Rizzari also enjoys spending his spare time with 
his wife and 2 dogs. 
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Eric Savier, MD
University Hospital Pitié-Salpetrière, Paris, France

Eric SAVIER, MD, 57 years old, made his medical school and residency in Paris. He is visceral sur-
geon since 1994, specialized in hepato-biliary surgery. From 1994 to 2001, he worked as surgeon 
with Pr Henri Bismuth (Hospital Paul Brousse, Villejuif). Since 2001, he is working at the university 
hospital Pitié-Salpetrière, Paris, with Pr Laurent Hannoun, and then Pr Jean-Christophe Vaillant / Pr 
Olivier Scatton, where he deals primarily with hepatic transplantations (>500 cases) liver surgery 
(open and laparoscopic), local ablation (percutaneous or laparoscopic). As researcher, he is titular 
of a master of surgical research (1989) and worked in the laboratory of Dr. R.G. Thurman (University 
of North Carolina At Chapel Hill, the USA) from 1989 to 1991. His topic on research are hepatic ische-
mia-reperfusion (model of the liver of isolated perfused liver and rat liver transplantation). From 
2009 to 2014, he joined the team of Pr Thierry Hauet, INSERM U 1082 (Poitiers) where he developed 
hepatic transplantation in the rat and in the pig. 

• Savier E, Lim, C.,…Scatton,O. Controlled donation after circulatory death with normothermic 
regional perfusion vs. brain death donation in liver transplantation (Submitted)

• Brustia R, Monsel A, Conti F et al. Enhanced Recovery in Liver Transplantation: A Feasibility 
Study. World J Surg 2019;43(1):230-241.

• Savier E, Brustia R, Golmard JL, Scatton O. Comparison of 4 preservations solutions in liver 
transplantation. A muticenter French registry study. J.Visc.Surg.  2019. 

• Brustia R, Savier E, Scatton O. Physical exercise in cirrhotic patients: Towards prehabilitation 
on waiting list for liver transplantation. A systematic review and meta-analysis. Clin Res 
Hepatol Gastroenterol 2018;42(3):205-215.

• Kawai T, Goumard C, Jeune F, Savier E, Vaillant JC, Scatton O. Laparoscopic liver resection for 
colorectal liver metastasis patients allows patients to start adjuvant chemotherapy without 
delay: a propensity score analysis. Surg Endosc 2018;32(7):3273-3281.

• Savier E, Dondero F, Vibert E et al. First experience of liver transplantation with type 2 dona-
tion after cardiac death in France. Liver Transpl 2015;21(5):631-643.

Andrea Schlegel, MD
The Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Birmingham, UK

Andrea Schlegel is working as a consultant transplant surgeon in the Liver Unit at Queen Eliza-
beth Hospital in Birmingham, UK. 

She trained as a general surgeon and specialist at the University Hospital in Zürich (Switzerland) 
and in Birmingham (UK), where she completed her Fellowship in Liver Transplantation and HPB 
surgery with the European Board of Surgery in both disciplines. 

For 10 years, her research focuses on new preservation technology, where she performed various 
experimental and clinical organ perfusions studies. Dr. Schlegel’s main interest involves viability 
assessment and underlying mechanisms of protection through hypothermic oxygenated perfu-
sion (HOPE) to increase the safe utilization of extended criteria grafts. 

Working in Birmingham, which has one of the largest DCD liver transplant programs worldwide, 
Dr. Schlegel has developed new prediction models to improve outcomes based on a better donor 
and recipient match in this field.
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C. Burcin Taner, MD, FACS
Professor of Surgery
Chair, Department of Transplant
Mayo Clinic Florida

Dr. C. Burcin Taner is Chair of the Department of Transplant at Mayo Clinic Florida. In his current 
role, he oversees all clinical operations in liver, heart, lung, kidney, and pancreas transplants as 
well as supervises research and educational activities in Department of Transplant. Dr. Taner 
graduated from Hacettepe University Medical School (Ankara, Turkey) in 1995. He worked as a 
research fellow in cardiothoracic transplant laboratory at Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota bet-
ween 1997-1999. He then trained in General Surgery between 1999-2004 and completed Abdominal 
Transplant Surgery Fellowship training at the same institution between 2004-2006. 

Since 2007, he has been working as Abdominal Transplant Surgeon at Mayo Clinic Florida. In 2013, 
he was appointed as Transplant Surgery Division chair; in 2015 he was appointed as Chair of De-
partment of Transplant at Mayo Clinic Florida.

He holds academic rank of Professor of Surgery at Mayo Clinic College of Medicine. His academic 
interests include transplant outcomes, utilization of liver grafts from donation after cardiac de-
ath donors, process improvement, and resource utilization in transplantation. His non-academic 
interests include music trivia, domestic feline behavior, old European cars and watching soccer 
(not talented to play).

Christopher J.E. Watson, MD
Cambridge University Hospitals, Cambridge, United Kingdom
 
Chris Watson is Professor of Transplantation at the University of Cambridge.  His main interests 
are in optimising the utilisation of deceased donor organs. He started a programme of NRP in 
controlled DCD donors in 2010, and ex situ normothermic liver perfusion in 2014. To date he has 
been involved in over 100 NRP cases, and over 150 liver perfusions. He has produced guidelines 
for viability testing during ex situ perfusion, and in particular highlighted the importance in bile 
chemistry in judging the viability of DCD donor livers. He also has an interest in the physiology of 
dying following treatment withdrawal in a controlled DCD donation.


