
John Roberts, MD
Professor of Surgery 
Division of Transplant Surgery 
Endowed Chair in Abdominal Transplantation

John P. Roberts, M.D. is a transplant surgeon and professor of surgery in the Divi-
sion of Transplant Surgery. He also hold the Endowed Chair in Abdominal Trans-
plantation. Dr. Roberts is a former interim chair of the Department of Surgery and 
served in that role from October 2016 through March 2018.
After receiving his medical degree at the University of California, San Diego, Dr. 
Roberts completed his postdoctoral training at the University of Washington, 
Cornell University and the University of Minnesota. Dr. Roberts supervises medical 
students, residents, and postdoctoral fellows. He has received awards from the 
residents for his teaching efforts. He is active in health policy regarding transplan-
tation and is a member of professional and public service organizations related to 
this field.
Dr. Roberts serves on numerous national committees related to his expertise on 
organ distribution. He frequently delivers presentations on topics involving trans-
plantation science and the management of surgical patients. 

Bruno Sangro, MD, PhD
Head of Liver Unit, Professor of Medicine

Prof. Bruno Sangro is Director of the Liver Unit and Co-Director of the HPB Oncology 
Area at Clínica Universidad de Navarra in Pamplona, Spain. He is also Professor of 
Internal Medicine and leads an active research group in the Spanish Network for 
Biomedical Research on Hepatic and Digestive Diseases (CIBEREHD), focused on 
therapeutic innovation in the field of liver cancer. He currently serves as President 
Elect in the Executive Committee of the International Liver Cancer Association.
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R. Mark Ghobrial, MD, PhD, FACS, FRCS (Ed)
Sherrie and Alan Conover Chair for Excellence in Liver Transplantation, 
Sherrie and Alan Conover Center for Liver Disease & Transplantation 
Professor of Surgery, Institute for Academic Medicine 
Full Member, Research Institute 
Houston Methodist 
Weill Cornell Medical College

Dr. Ghobrial is a Professor of Surgery at Weill Cornell Medical College, Director of 
Sherrie and Alan Conover Center for Liver Disease and Transplantation and Im-
munobiology Research Center, Houston Methodist, Houston, Texas. He holds the 
Sherrie and Alan Conover Endowed Chair for Excellence in Liver Transplantation. He 
obtained his MD from Cairo University and PhD from University of Texas. His medical 
training was completed at Massachusetts General Hospital, University of Texas and 
UCLA. 
He is the recipient of multiple awards and honors and was elected to the Fellow-
ship of The Royal College of Surgeons-Edinburgh and the American Surgical As-
sociation. As a researcher, he is the recipient of multiple grants and has held NIH 
sponsored awards in transplant immunology and clinical sciences. He has authored 
numerous articles, chapters and has lectured widely, both nationally and interna-
tionally, on topics related to liver disease and transplantation. 
Dr. Ghobrial has served on numerous committees and held multiple advisory and 
leadership roles in UNOS, AST, American Society of Transplantations (ASTS), Inter-
national Liver Transplant Society (ILTS) and TRIO. In the ASTS, he served as Coun-
cilor-at-Large on the Board of Directors. In the ILTS, he served as Councilor on the 
Board of Directors and Chair of the investment committee. He is currently the 
Treasurer of the ILTS.

Milind Javle, MD
Professor, Department of Gastrointestinal (GI) Medical Oncology,  
Division of Cancer

Dr. Milind Javle is an oncologist in Houston, Texas and is affiliated with University 
of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center. His expertise is in pancreatic and biliary tract 
cancers and molecular targeted therapies. He is a graduate of Grant Medical Col-
lege, India and did his residency and fellowship at SUNY Buffalo and Roswell Park 
Cancer Institute, NY. He has led several clinical trials for these cancers and leads 
the International Cholangiocarcinoma Research Network. He is the Vice President of 
the Cholangiocarcinoma Foundation Clinical Advisory Board and is a member of the 
US Task Force for Hepatobiliary Cancers and Chair of Southwest Oncology Hepato-
biliary Committee. He has authored over 200 papers in these cancers and leads the 
Biliary Cancer group at MD Anderson. 

Francis Yao, M.D., FAASLD 
Professor of Clinical Medicine and Surgery 
Medical Director, Liver transplantation 
University of California, San Francisco

Dr. Francis Yao is a gastroenterologist who serves as medical director of the UCSF 
Liver Transplant Program. He also directs the UCSF Liver Transplant Outreach and 
Community Liaison Program.
In his research, Yao is interested in liver cancer treatment, particularly as related 
to liver transplants. He has contributed to important publications in this area. His 
other research interests include hepatitis B infection and outcomes for patients 
undergoing liver transplantation.



Julie K. Heimbach, MD
Chairman Institute of Liver Transplantation and Regenerative Medicine

Julie K. Heimbach, M.D., is a transplant surgeon and the surgical director of Liver 
Transplantation at Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, with a primary focus in 
adult and pediatric liver transplantation and living-donor surgery.
In addition to her clinical activities, Dr. Heimbach is active in research including 
analysis of outcomes for complex patients such as those with hilar cholangio-
carcinoma and other malignancies, or obesity. She has been involved in research 
examining the long-term outcomes of living liver donors and living kidney donors 
and her work has been published in high-impact scientific journals. She has also 
been active in education, having previously served as the surgery clerkship director 
for Mayo Medical School (now Mayo Clinic School of Medicine). In addition to her 
work with medical students, Dr. Heimbach has mentored many transplant surgery 
fellows and research fellows.

Gonzalo Sapisochin, MD, PhD, MSc
Assistant Professor 
MultiOrgan and HPB Surgical Oncology, Toronto General Hospital,  
University of Toronto

Gonzalo Sapisochin is an Assistant Professor in the Division of General Surgery at 
UHN in the Department of Surgery.  He graduated with his Medical Degree from the 
University Compluense of Madrid, Spain and then did his residency at the Vall d’He-
bron Hospital in Barcelona, Spain.  His Fellowship in Abdominal Transplant and HPB 
Surgical Oncology was done at U of T, Toronto General Hospital. Gonzalo has many 
publications and grants; has won several awards; and has presented at interna-
tional meetings.  

Pål-Dag Line, MD PhD FEBS
Professor of Surgery, University of Oslo, Head of Department 

Dr. Pål-Dag Line studied preclinical medicine in Germany 1981-83 and graduated 
from the University of Oslo in 1987. He is board certified in general surgery, vascular 
surgery and transplant surgery and is senior consultant surgeon within the fields 
of abdominal transplantation (liver, kidney, pancreas), HPB surgery and vascular 
surgery. Since 2004 he has been director at the Department of Transplantation Med-
icine, Oslo University Hospital. He has a particular clinical and scientific experience 
and interest within the fields of living donation, abdominal vascular disease, liver 
transplantation for malignancy and hepatocellular carcinoma. He is the Norwegian 
board member of the scandinavian organ procurement organisation Scandiatrans-
plant and member of the international transplantation societies TTS, ILTS and ESOT.



Marina Berenguer, MD
Consultant Hepatologist at La Fe University Hospital and Associate 
Professor of Medicine, University of Valencia

Marina Berenguer is a Consultant Hepatologist at La Fe University Hospital, Valen-
cia, (Spain). She trained in medicine at the University of Valencia, before completing 
a fellowship at the VA Medical Center / University of California (USA), with Dr. T. 
Wright. Professor of Medicine at the University of Valencia, Faculty of Medicine.

Professor Berenguer is well recognized for her important contributions to the field 
of post-transplantation HCV liver disease. She was involved in the creation of var-
ious consensus documents and guidelines on liver diseases in the setting of liver 
transplantation and is an active committee member for several national and inter-
national hepatology and liver transplantation societies. She has received numerous 
grants and awards for her medical research. Since its creation in 2006, she has 
also coordinated research within a national research network in hepato-gastroen-
terology (“Centro de Investigación Biomédica en Red En Enfermedades Hepáticas y 
Digestivas”, CIBER-ehd).

Associate editor for Journal of Hepatology and Liver Transplantation from 2011 to 
until 2014. Deputy editor for Transplantation since 2015. She has authored more 
than 200 publications in peer-reviewed journals as well as over 50 chapters in 
international and national textbooks.

Patrizia Burra, MD, PhD
Head Multivisceral Transplant Unit 
Gastroenterology 
Department of Surgery, Oncology and Gastroenterology 
Padova University Hospital
Italy

Professor Burra obtained her medical degree at the University of Padua, Italy in 
1984, followed by specialization in Gastroenterology and Endoscopy. Subsequent-
ly, she undertook an international research fellowship at the Liver Unit and Liver 
Research Laboratories at Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Birmingham, UK, before 
completing a PhD in Hepatology at the Padua University in 1993. She then joined the 
University Hospital as Senior Register in 1993, then as Consultant on 1997 and then 
she joined the Padua University as Assistant Professor of Gastroenterology in 2001. 
Since 2004 she is responsible of the “Regional center for cell therapy of metabolic 
diseases”.
 
In 2009 she was appointed Head of the Multivisceral Transplantation Unit at the 
Padua University and in 2014 she became Associate Professor of Gastroenterology. 
Since 2015 she is ViceRector on Research Training at Padua University.

Patrizia Burra is interested in clinical and translational studies in the setting of 
liver transplantation, mainly regarding antiviral therapy for HCV recurrence, HBV 
prophylaxis after transplantation, acute alcoholic hepatitis as early indication for 
liver transplantation, liver transplantation for NASH and NAFLD, adherence to  
medical treatments and quality of life of transplant recipients. 
She has authored more than 300 articles in international peer-reviewed journals, 
with an H-index of 51.



Neil Mehta, MD
Assistant Professor

Dr. Neil Mehta is a gastroenterologist and specialist in liver transplantation. In his 
research, Dr. Mehta examines liver cancer treatment, particularly as related to liver 
transplants. He has contributed to important publications in this area. His other 
research interests include outcomes for patients who undergo liver transplantation 
and cardiac iron overload in patients with chronic liver disease as well as early 
transplant for severe alcoholic hepatitis. He frequently lectures in the community 
and at the university on these subjects.
At the UCSF School of Medicine, Dr. Mehta supervises the training of residents as 
well as fellows in both gastroenterology and liver transplant medicine. He also 
delivers lectures on liver disease to UCSF medical students during their gastroen-
terology, metabolism, and nutrition block.
Dr. Mehta earned his medical degree at UCSF and completed a residency in internal 
medicine at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania.  He completed fellow-
ships in gastroenterology and liver transplantation at UCSF.

Herold J Metselaar, MD, PhD
Head Division of Liver diseases 
Rotterdam Transplant Group 
Erasmus MC 
Rotterdam 
The Netherlands

Herold Metselaar was born in 1955 and studied medicine at the Erasmus University, 
Rotterdam, the Netherlands from 1973- 1979. After his residency in Internal Medicine 
he worked for several years at the department of Intensive Care, before he became 
staff member of the department of Gastroenterology & Hepatology with a special 
interest in liver failure and liver transplantation. He received a PhD in Medicine at 
the Erasmus University in 1990 for his studies on diagnosis and treatment of cyto-
megalovirus infection after organ transplantation. 
He was appointed in 2007 as Professor of Liver Failure & Liver Transplantation and 
head of the division of Hepatology at the Erasmus MC, University Hospital Rotter-
dam, the Netherlands.
His clinical and translational research are related to improving immunosuppressive 
therapy and long-term outcome in liver transplant recipients. He participated in 
several international studies on optimizing immunosuppression after liver trans-
plantation and is (co-) author of 260 peer-reviewed papers and several chapters in 
textbooks. 
In 2007 he was appointed as Professor of Liver Failure & Liver Transplantation at 
the Erasmus University and in 2013 he was appointed as head of the division of 
Hepatology at the Erasmus MC, University Hospital Rotterdam, the Netherlands. He 
is chairman of the Medical Ethical Committee of the Erasmus MC and member of the 
board of the Dutch Society of Hepatology and Foundation for Liver Research. He is 
member of several scientific societies and associate editor of Transplant Interna-
tional. 



Vincenzo Mazzaferno, MD
Professor of Surgery, Director HPB Surgery and Liver Transplantation

Vincenzo Mazzaferno graduated with honors and mention of merit from the Univer-
sity of Turin and specialized in Surgery and Oncology at the University of Milan.
He is one of the most relevant international experts in the field of treatment 
of tumors of the digestive tract, with particular reference to the liver and liver 
transplantation. After many years of work in the United States, returning to Italy, in 
1991 he led the first medical-surgical group from the Istituto Tumori in Milan, which 
began to systematically perform liver transplant operations.

Arvinder Singh Soin 
Chairman, Medanta Institute of Liver Transplantation 
and Regenerative Medicine

Dr AS Soin is recognized in the liver transplant fraternity the world over for pio-
neering liver transplantation in India. Since 1998 after performing the country’s 
first successful transplant, he has established three major liver transplant and 
advanced liver surgery centers at Apollo Hospital (1998-2001), SGRH (2001-2010), and 
now since 2010, at Medanta-The Medicity, Gurgaon (Delhi NCR). 
Medanta Institute of Liver Transplantation and Regenerative Medicine, is a first of 
its kind dedicated Institute in Asia and one of the few in the world, which combines 
state-of the art facilities for live donor, cadaveric donor, pediatric and adult liver 
transplantation, and advanced liver surgery, along with a stem cell, hepatocyte 
transplantation & HCC research programs. 
He and his team have performed the most liver transplants in India – more than 
3000 so far. They currently perform 20-22 live and 3-4 deceased donor liver trans-
plants a month. Their success rates of 95% are at par with the world’s best. 
He has published 168 research papers and 17 book chapters, and delivered more 
than 1000 invited lectures and papers all over the world. He is also the Editor of 
India’s first comprehensive book in the field entitled “Liver Transplantation” which 
has been published by Elsevier, and has already sold 10,000 copies. He has been 
the primary investigator of many international trials and is currently leading four 
ventures working on innovation in healthcare. He is the founder President of The 
Liver Transplantation Society of India & Chair of the ILTS Membership and Commu-
nications Committee. He has been bestowed several National and International 
awards and honours.



James Eason MD
Professor of Surgery and Director of James D. Eason Transplant  
Institute at Methodist University of Tennessee Hospital 
Endowed Chair of Excellence in Transplant Surgery
 
Dr. Eason is from Jackson, TN. He received a BS from David Lipscomb University and 
MD from the University of Tennessee. Following Medical school, he did a general 
surgery residency in the Air Force at Wildford Hall Medical Center and served 11 
years active duty in the USAF being discharged as a major. He did his transplant 
fellowship at Massachusetts General Hospital and Harvard Medical School. He 
previously served as Chief of Liver Transplantation at Wilford Hall Medical Center 
for 3 years and as Chief of Transplantation at Ochsner Clinic Foundation in New 
Orleans for 8 years. Dr. Eason returned to his alma mater UTHSC to become Chief 
of Transplantation following hurricane Katrina. He specializes in liver and kidney 
transplantation with research interests in steroid-free liver transplantation and 
renal insufficiency in liver transplantation. He previously served on the American 
Society of Transplant Surgeons Council and on the editorial board for the American 
Journal of Transplantation.  He currently is on the editorial board for  Liver Trans-
plantation. He also served on the UNOS Liver and Intestine Transplant Committee 
and the Surgery and Liver Transplant Committee of the American Association for 
the Study of Liver Diseases. 

Mohammed Rela M.S., FRCS, D.Sc.
Chairman & Managing Director
 
Prof Mohamed Rela, is a liver transplant surgeon with over 25 years of experience 
in the field.
He has been a consultant surgeon at the Kings liver unit since 1993.
He has been working in India since 2009 and now runs the busiest liver transplan-
tation program in South India, performing over 200 liver transplants each year.
He has authored over 400 peer-reviewed publications and a number of book chap-
ters including a chapter in the latest edition of Gray’s Anatomy.
The annual Master Class in Liver Disease series started by him in 2009 is one of 
the most popular academic events in South Asia, regularly attended by over a 1000 
delegates from most South Asian countries. 
He is currently a council member of the ILTS and Past-chair of the ILTS Pediatric 
committee
Research Interests: Mechanics of liver regeneration, Radical resection for hilar  
cholangiocarcinoma and Regeneration after Auxiliary partial orthotopic liver  
transplantation



Taizo Hibi MD, PhD
Professor and Chairman, Department of Pediatric Surgery and 
Transplantation, Kumamoto University Graduate School of Medical 
Sciences

Dr. Taizo Hibi is the Professor and Chairman of the Department of Transplantation 
and Pediatric Surgery, Kumamoto University Graduate School of Medical Sciences. 
He graduated from Keio University School of Medicine, Tokyo, Japan in 1998. He com-
pleted his surgical residency and fellowships at National Cancer Center Hospital, 
Tokyo, Japan (surgical oncology and hepato-pancreato-biliary surgery), Keio Uni-
versity School of Medicine (hepato-pancreato-biliary surgery and living donor liver 
transplantation), and University of Miami Leonard M. Miller School of Medicine, Flori-
da, U.S. (abdominal organ transplantation). He received his PhD from Keio University 
School of Medicine in 2010.

Dr. Hibi has extensive experience both in abdominal organ transplant surgery and 
surgical oncology particularly in the hepatobiliary and pancreatic field. He and his 
colleagues has established the concept of “Transplant Oncology,” a fusion of trans-
plantation medicine and oncology, for eradication of cancer.

Dr. Hibi has published over 100 peer-reviewed articles. He is an associate editor 
of the Journal of Hepato-Biliary-Pancreatic Sciences and a member of the editori-
al board of Surgery. He is in the Membership and Communications Committee of 
International Liver Transplantation Society. He is a councilor of Japanese Society 
of Hepato-Biliary-Pancreatic Surgery, Japanese Liver Transplantation Society, and 
Japanese Society for Small Bowel Transplantation; and a founding member of the 
International Laparoscopic Liver Society.

Sherrie Bhoori 

Shusen Zheng MD, PhD


