
Investigating Oilfield Cancer Clusters in Texas, Louisiana, and 

Oklahoma 

How Legal Teams Trace Worker Exposure to Benzene, Asbestos, and Other Toxic 

Chemicals 

The rise in cancer diagnoses among retired oilfield workers in Texas, Louisiana, and Oklahoma 

has drawn renewed attention to the long-term dangers hidden in drilling sites, refineries, 

compressor stations, and surrounding communities. Many former workers, now over 65, are 

facing illnesses that appear decades after exposure. Lung cancer, leukemia, mesothelioma, and 

other asbestos-related diseases are among the most common diagnoses linked to past work on 

rigs or in oilfield towns. Identifying where and how these exposures occurred is essential for 

building strong legal claims and securing compensation. 

With more workers coming forward, an experienced lung cancer lawyer is often the key to 

uncovering the full exposure history. These attorneys investigate cluster patterns, trace 

benzene and asbestos sources, identify the companies responsible, and hold them accountable 

through product liability and toxic-tort claims. For retired workers diagnosed with cancer, this 

process can open the door to meaningful compensation. 

How Cancer Clusters Form in Oilfield Regions 

Oilfield cancer clusters develop through both direct occupational exposure and community-

wide environmental contamination. Workers who spent years on rigs, pipelines, and production 

sites encountered carcinogens in nearly every corner of the job. Benzene was present in crude 

oil, tank vapors, degreasers, and drilling muds. Silica dust circulated during fracking and sand 

handling. Diesel exhaust filled the air around generators, trucks, and pump stations. Welding 

fumes, solvents, and chemical additives added to the toxic mix. 

Communities near drilling and refining operations also faced risks. Airborne emissions drifted 

from well pads and compressor stations into nearby neighborhoods. Flaring released 

carcinogenic compounds. In certain areas, groundwater was contaminated by spills, leaking 

tanks, or pits containing produced water. These exposures accumulated gradually, often going 

unnoticed until cancer clusters emerged years later. 

The long latency period for lung cancer, leukemia, and mesothelioma means many individuals 

only learn the connection between their illness and past exposure after retirement. By this 

time, jobsite records may be scattered, companies may have merged or dissolved, and former 

employers may deny responsibility. Despite these challenges, thorough legal investigation can 

uncover the truth and establish a clear link. 

Texas, Louisiana, and Oklahoma Are Regions with Documented Risks 
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Across the Gulf Coast and Southern Plains, certain states show consistent patterns of oilfield-

related cancer clusters. These regions share decades of drilling, refining, chemical processing, 

and industrial growth, along with long histories of toxic exposure affecting both workers and 

nearby communities. Retired workers diagnosed with lung cancer, leukemia, or mesothelioma 

often spent much of their careers in one of the following areas:  

• Texas: The Permian Basin and Eagle Ford Shale are among the busiest oilfields in the 

world, where workers encountered prolonged exposure to benzene, silica, and diesel 

particulates, particularly during the fracking boom. Legacy asbestos in gaskets, pumps, 

and insulation on older rigs created additional risks. Refineries and compressor stations 

in Houston, Beaumont, and Corpus Christi added further hazards for workers and 

surrounding neighborhoods.  

• Louisiana: Cancer clusters have long been documented throughout the petrochemical 

corridor between Baton Rouge and New Orleans. Workers who handled benzene, 

chlorinated solvents, and refinery emissions often lived in nearby communities with 

elevated cancer rates. Shipyards and offshore fabrication facilities also exposed workers 

to asbestos in pipes, boilers, turbines, and insulation.  

• Oklahoma: With a drilling history dating back to the mid-20th century, Oklahoma 

presents both historical and modern exposure risks. Contemporary fracking operations 

introduced silica, benzene, and volatile organic compounds into the work environment. 

Rural compressor stations, disposal sites, and emissions corridors contributed to 

community-level exposure. Many workers from the 1970s and 1980s are now facing 

cancer diagnoses tied to conditions that were never fully disclosed or regulated. 

Workers and families connected to these regions often have questions about whether an illness 

may be linked to past oilfield or refinery conditions, and legal guidance can help determine 

whether a claim is available and what evidence may still be recoverable. 

Key Cancers Linked to Oilfield Work and Community Exposure 

The illnesses seen in oilfield cancer clusters are not random. They tend to appear in patterns 

that align with specific chemical exposures found on drilling sites, in refineries, and in nearby 

communities. Understanding which cancers are most strongly associated with these 

environments helps retirees and their families recognize when an illness may be connected to 

long-ago work in Texas, Louisiana, or Oklahoma. The cancers most frequently linked to oilfield 

chemicals and industrial byproducts include:  

• Lung Cancer: Often associated with prolonged exposure to diesel exhaust, asbestos 

fibers, silica dust, welding fumes, and particulate emissions released during drilling, 

refining, or equipment maintenance. 

• Leukemia: Especially acute myeloid leukemia (AML), which is strongly tied to benzene 

exposure. Workers who handled crude oil, tank vapors, drilling muds, solvents, 
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degreasers, or pipeline operations often encountered high concentrations of benzene 

over many years. 

• Mesothelioma: Caused by asbestos exposure in gaskets, insulation, boilers, pumps, 

brake components, and older drilling equipment. Many diagnoses today involve workers 

who started their oilfield careers in the 1960s through the 1980s, when asbestos 

materials were still widely used. 

Recognizing these cancer types can be the first step in understanding whether a diagnosis may 

be linked to occupational exposure. When questions arise about past work conditions or 

potential sources of exposure, experienced legal guidance can help families determine whether 

a claim is possible and what evidence may still be available to support it. 

How Attorneys Investigate Oilfield Cancer Clusters 

Investigating an oilfield cancer cluster requires far more than reviewing medical records. 

Attorneys must understand how exposures occurred, where they happened, and which 

companies played a role. Because many illnesses develop decades after the toxic exposure took 

place, the investigation must combine historical research, scientific analysis, and industry-

specific knowledge. The key components of a thorough investigation include: 

• Reconstructing Exposure Histories: Attorneys piece together a worker’s past 

assignments, rig locations, and job tasks to identify where harmful chemicals or 

asbestos may have been encountered. This often involves reviewing drilling logs, 

refinery unit records, maintenance reports, equipment manuals, MSDS sheets, and 

historical company documents. Even when a worker cannot recall every detail, industry 

patterns and third-party records help fill the gaps. 

• Tracing Chemical Pathways: Legal teams determine how benzene, silica, asbestos, 

diesel particulates, or other toxins reached workers. Exposure may have come from 

drilling mud systems, tank vapors, pump or valve repairs, solvents, degreasers, or 

defective equipment components. For community members, attorneys analyze air 

monitoring data, spill reports, groundwater tests, and emission models to show how 

contaminants migrated into homes and neighborhoods. 

• Identifying Cluster Patterns: When several workers from the same rig crew, refinery 

unit, county, or neighborhood develop similar cancers, those patterns strengthen an 

individual claim. Attorneys consult OSHA records, environmental databases, health 

department reports, refinery incident logs, and accident histories to demonstrate how 

widespread the exposure may have been. 

• Determining Who Is Responsible: Liability often extends far beyond a single employer. 

Chemical manufacturers that supplied benzene-heavy products, companies that 

produced defective drilling mud additives, gasket makers that used asbestos, service 

contractors that handled maintenance, and pipeline or refinery operators may all share 
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responsibility. Identifying multiple liable entities increases the potential avenues for 

compensation. 

• Using Expert Testimony: Industrial hygienists, toxicologists, chemists, epidemiologists, 

and occupational medicine specialists help establish how exposure occurred, what 

chemicals were involved, and why those exposures caused the cancer. These experts 

explain dose, duration, and risk factors, and they clarify that smoking does not end a 

company’s responsibility for asbestos or benzene exposure to workers. Their insights 

help connect past working conditions to present-day illness. 

A detailed investigation can uncover evidence that retired workers and families never knew 

existed, making it easier to understand how an illness developed and whether legal action is 

possible. When questions arise about past exposure or potential claims, experienced legal 

guidance can help determine the best path forward. 

Challenges Older Workers Face and How Legal Support Overcomes Them 

Many retired workers no longer have pay stubs, employment records, or safety documents. 

Attorneys can obtain these materials through corporate archives, unions, witness statements, 

and industry databases. Even when companies have closed or merged, their historical records 

can often still be found. 

Workers who spent years moving between drilling contractors, service companies, and 

refineries may not know which employer or third party contributed to a specific exposure. Legal 

teams investigate each jobsite and identify all responsible entities, including manufacturers, 

contractors, and chemical suppliers. 

Defendants often deny exposure or blame the illness on lifestyle factors. Attorneys counter 

these defenses with scientific evidence, exposure modeling, and expert testimony showing how 

oilfield chemicals lead to lung cancer, leukemia, and mesothelioma. 

Some workers who smoked assume they cannot pursue claims. In asbestos and benzene cases, 

that is not true. Asbestos greatly increases lung cancer risk in smokers, and benzene causes 

leukemia regardless of smoking history. Attorneys present the medical and scientific evidence 

that keeps these claims viable. 

Why Investigation Matters for Older Oilfield Workers and Their Families 

A cancer diagnosis years after oilfield work is often tied to exposures that were never disclosed, 

never explained, and never documented for the workers who lived through them. The right 

investigation uncovers those exposures, identifies the companies responsible, and opens the 

door to compensation that many retirees never realized they could pursue. Common forms of 

recovery include: 

• Product Liability Claims: Against manufacturers of toxic drilling chemicals, benzene-

based solvents, defective equipment, and asbestos-containing components. 
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• Asbestos Trust Fund (ATF) Claims: For mesothelioma and certain lung cancer cases 

linked to past asbestos exposure. 

• Wrongful Death Claims: For families seeking compensation after losing a loved one to 

an exposure-related cancer. 

• Environmental Exposure Lawsuits: For residents harmed by emissions, spills, 

groundwater contamination, or nearby refinery and drilling operations. 

If you spent your career on oilfields in Texas, Louisiana, or Oklahoma and are now facing lung 

cancer, leukemia, or mesothelioma, you deserve answers and compensation. The Ferrell Law 

Group investigates these cases every day, tracking exposures, identifying responsible 

companies, and pursuing every available form of compensation. 

For more than 35 years, our team has fought for oilfield workers and their families and 

recovered hundreds of millions of dollars nationwide. If you are over 65 and have been 

diagnosed with an oilfield-related cancer, contact us for a free consultation. We handle the 

entire process from start to finish. You focus on your health. We’ll take care of the rest. 
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