
The Connection Between Navy Service and Asbestos-Related Lung 

Cancer 

How Decades of Asbestos Use Put Navy Veterans at Risk 

For decades, the U.S. Navy relied heavily on asbestos. It was used to insulate pipes, line engine 

rooms, strengthen ship components, and protect against fires. At the time, asbestos seemed 

like a miracle material because it was durable, heat-resistant, and inexpensive. But behind its 

benefits was a devastating danger that the military, manufacturers, and suppliers failed to warn 

about: prolonged exposure to asbestos fibers can cause serious and often fatal diseases, 

including lung cancer and mesothelioma. 

Navy veterans make up one of the largest groups diagnosed with asbestos-related lung cancer 

in the United States today. Many were exposed without realizing the risks, often while working 

in confined ship spaces where asbestos dust was thick in the air. Decades later, they’re 

receiving life-changing diagnoses that trace back to their service. 

If you or a loved one served in the Navy and now face an asbestos-related illness, you may have 

the right to pursue financial compensation. The Ferrell Law Group represents Navy veterans 

nationwide and has recovered hundreds of millions for clients impacted by asbestos exposure. 

Why Navy Veterans Face Higher Risks of Asbestos Exposure 

From the 1930s through the late 1970s, asbestos was everywhere in U.S. Navy ships. Virtually 

every vessel — from aircraft carriers to submarines — contained asbestos materials in walls, 

floors, ceilings, and machinery. 

Sailors often worked in poorly ventilated areas, such as engine rooms, boiler rooms, and 

storage compartments, where asbestos dust could linger for hours. When repairs were made to 

pipes, insulation, or gaskets, microscopic fibers became airborne and were inhaled by workers. 

Even Navy personnel who didn’t directly handle asbestos-containing materials were still at risk. 

In closed environments aboard ships, asbestos fibers could travel through ventilation systems 

and settle in shared living quarters. Long deployments and constant exposure left thousands of 

veterans unknowingly inhaling harmful particles over extended periods. 

Asbestos-Related Lung Cancer Among Navy Veterans 

Asbestos-related lung cancer develops when inhaled fibers become lodged deep within the 

lungs, irritating tissue and triggering genetic damage over time. Unlike other cancers, this 

disease often takes decades to appear, meaning many Navy veterans don’t develop symptoms 

until 30 to 50 years after exposure. 

Early signs often mimic less serious illnesses, which can delay diagnosis and treatment. These 

include: 
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• Persistent coughing 

• Shortness of breath 

• Wheezing or chest tightness 

• Unexplained weight loss 

• Fatigue and weakness 

Because of the long latency period, many veterans are only now discovering the impact of 

asbestos exposure from their time in service. Early detection and specialized medical care are 

critical, but navigating treatment can be overwhelming without financial support. 

Manufacturers Knew the Risks and Stayed Silent 

One of the most troubling parts of this story is that asbestos manufacturers and suppliers were 

aware of the dangers long before warnings reached the military or the public. Internal 

documents and testimony from decades of litigation show that companies understood asbestos 

exposure could cause lung cancer, mesothelioma, and other deadly illnesses. Yet they 

continued to sell asbestos-containing products without adequate safety measures or warnings. 

As a result, thousands of Navy veterans were unknowingly put in harm’s way. Today, these 

manufacturers can still be held accountable through asbestos trust funds and legal claims 

designed to compensate victims and their families. 

Smokers With Asbestos-Related Lung Cancer May Still Qualify for Compensation 

Many Navy veterans hesitate to seek legal help because they smoked during or after their 

service and assume that makes them ineligible for compensation. That’s a common 

misconception, and it shouldn’t prevent you from exploring your legal options. 

Medical studies show that while smoking increases the risk of lung cancer, asbestos exposure 

dramatically multiplies that risk. Veterans exposed to asbestos while serving in the Navy are far 

more likely to develop lung cancer than smokers in the general population. In fact, the 

combination of smoking and asbestos exposure doesn’t cancel out a claim — it strengthens the 

connection between your diagnosis and the unsafe conditions you faced aboard Navy ships. 

Companies that manufactured or supplied asbestos-containing materials still had a duty to 

warn and protect service members from known hazards. They failed to do so, and you have the 

right to hold them accountable, regardless of your smoking history. 

Even if you smoked for years, you may still be entitled to significant financial compensation to 

help cover treatment costs, lost income, and support for your family. 

How Navy Veterans Can Pursue Compensation 

Financial recovery for asbestos-related lung cancer is possible, and veterans have several legal 

avenues depending on their exposure history and diagnosis. Claims may involve: 



• Asbestos Trust Funds: Many asbestos manufacturers filed for bankruptcy but were 

required to set aside billions to compensate victims. 

• Lawsuits Against Responsible Companies: Veterans can pursue claims against product 

manufacturers and suppliers who contributed to their exposure. 

• Settlements: Many cases are resolved through negotiated settlements, which provide 

financial relief without requiring a trial. 

Compensation can help cover medical expenses, lost wages, in-home care, and provide security 

for loved ones. With the right legal support, veterans and their families can hold negligent 

companies accountable while focusing on their health and quality of life. 

Why Legal Help Is Critical 

Pursuing asbestos-related claims is complex, especially for Navy veterans who may not 

remember the specific products they were exposed to or the exact locations where asbestos 

was present. At the Ferrell Law Group, our asbestos-exposure lawyers have handled thousands 

of these cases nationwide, using decades of investigative experience and access to ship records, 

engineering plans, and expert testimony. 

Our team handles every aspect of the process, including: 

• Identifying potential sources of exposure based on your Navy service records 

• Gathering medical documentation and linking your diagnosis to asbestos exposure 

• Filing claims with asbestos trust funds and pursuing responsible companies 

• Negotiating settlements to secure the maximum compensation possible 

We also understand the emotional weight of these cases. A lung cancer diagnosis doesn’t just 

affect your health. It impacts your entire family, your financial stability, and your plans for the 

future. We’re here to guide you through each step with compassion and relentless advocacy. 

The Emotional Toll on Navy Families 

An asbestos-related lung cancer diagnosis doesn’t just affect veterans. It deeply impacts their 

families. Spouses and children often shoulder caregiving responsibilities, face financial 

uncertainty, and live with the stress of watching their loved one fight a preventable disease. 

We’ve spoken with families who didn’t know asbestos exposure from decades ago could still 

haunt them today. Many never imagined the sacrifices made during Navy service would come 

with hidden dangers that surface years later. Holding negligent companies accountable isn’t 

just about financial compensation. It’s about seeking justice for veterans and ensuring their 

families are cared for. 

Taking the First Step 



If you or a loved one served in the Navy and have been diagnosed with asbestos-related lung 

cancer, you don’t have to face this alone. At the Ferrell Law Group, we know what’s at stake. 

Our attorneys have recovered hundreds of millions for victims of asbestos exposure, and we’re 

committed to fighting for every client as if they were part of our family. 

We handle these cases nationwide and can often start the process without you ever leaving 

your home. If an in-person meeting is needed, we’ll come to you. There’s no cost to speak with 

us and no fee unless we win your case. 

Give us a call or contact us online today for a free consultation. Let us handle the legal battle 

while you focus on your health and your loved ones. 
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