
Benzene Exposure From Consumer Products and the Long-Term 

Cancer Risk 

Filing a Benzene Cancer Claim Is Complex Without the Right Lawyer on Your Side 

For decades, benzene was quietly present in consumer products found in homes, garages, and 

bathrooms across the United States. From the 1960s through the early 2000s, people used 

household products such as paint thinners, glues, degreasers, rubber cements, and even 

aerosol personal care products without realizing they contained a cancer-causing chemical. 

These products were sold at hardware stores, auto supply shops, supermarkets, and big-box 

retailers, with no warning about the long-term health risks. 

Benzene is a known human carcinogen, and the cancers it causes don’t appear overnight. In 

many cases, it takes 5 to 30 years for benzene exposure to lead to cancer, with a typical latency 

period of about 20 years. As a result, many people now in their 50s, 60s, or 70s are being 

diagnosed with leukemia, lymphoma, or other blood and lung cancers caused by products they 

used decades ago. 

While some exposures happened in industrial workplaces, millions of people were unknowingly 

exposed through routine household use. These were not rare or isolated events — the impact 

has been widespread. Understanding when and how this exposure occurred, who is 

responsible, and what kind of compensation may be available is essential for anyone now facing 

a benzene-related cancer diagnosis. 

What Benzene Is and Why It’s So Dangerous in Everyday Products 

Benzene is a colorless, flammable liquid derived from petroleum. It has long been used in 

manufacturing, but its presence in consumer products — often as a contaminant — is what 

makes it so dangerous. Benzene has been conclusively linked to various forms of cancer, 

including acute myeloid leukemia, non-Hodgkin lymphoma, multiple myeloma, and, in some 

cases, lung cancer and aplastic anemia. Low-level, repeated exposure — particularly through 

inhalation or skin absorption — is enough to cause harm. These illnesses often take years or 

even decades to appear.  

Benzene contamination has been found in a wide range of household and consumer goods. 

These are products that were widely sold, regularly used, and marketed without any indication 

that they could pose a long-term health risk. 

• Paint Thinner: Commonly used for thinning oil-based paints, cleaning brushes, or 

stripping finishes, both indoors and in garages. 

• Spray Adhesives and Rubber Cement: Used in craft projects, furniture repair, and home 

improvement. 
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• Degreasers and Carburetor Cleaners: Automotive and household degreasers and 

carburetor cleaners. 

• Dry Shampoo: Some of which were found to contain benzene as a contaminant in 

independent lab tests. 

• Sunscreen Sprays: Many of which were subject to recalls after benzene was detected. 

• Shaving Cream and Foams: Sold in aerosol cans and applied directly to the skin, often 

daily and without warning labels. 

• Antiperspirants and Deodorants: Aerosol sprays that tested positive for benzene in 

several batches, exposing users through routine application. 

• Fuel Treatments and Engine Cleaners: Consumer-used products, which were often 

applied without gloves or masks in enclosed spaces. 

These exposures were not the result of consumer misuse. In most cases, users followed 

instructions and had no reason to suspect that a dangerous carcinogen was present in the 

product.  

How Exposure Happened Without Warning 

In many cases, benzene wasn’t listed as an ingredient. It appeared as a contaminant — a 

byproduct of petroleum-derived components or solvents used in the manufacturing process. 

Some companies failed to test adequately, while others ignored results or failed to act after 

internal testing revealed the presence of benzene. 

Aerosol-based products were particularly dangerous, as they allowed benzene vapors to be 

inhaled during normal use. Personal care products applied directly to the skin, such as 

deodorants or sunscreen, posed an additional route of exposure. And for consumers using 

paints or cleaning agents in unventilated areas, prolonged inhalation was nearly unavoidable. 

According to the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), voluntary recalls due to potential levels 

of benzene in products have involved:  

• Unilever (Dove, Nexxus, Suave, TIGI, Tresemme), some antiperspirants, and dry 

shampoos 

• TCP Hot Acquisition or HRB Brands (Sure, Brut), some aerosol sprays 

• Salon Technologies (Antica Ocean Citron) some hand sanitizers 

• Odor-Eaters, some spray powders 

• Insight Pharmaceuticals, some anesthetic sprays  

• Bayer (Lotrimin and Tinactin) some sprays 

• Johnson & Johnson (Neutrogena and Aveeno) some aerosol sunscreens 

• P&G (Old Spice, Secret) some spray antiperspirants and dry conditioners 

• Coppertone some sunscreen sprays 
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• Edgewell (Banana Boat) some hair and scalp sunscreens 

• Scentsational Soaps & Candles, some scented hand sanitizers 

• Best Brand Consumer Products Inc., some hand sanitizers 

Warnings were rarely, if ever, provided. The labels did not disclose benzene content. In many 

cases, even when contamination was discovered later, recalls came years too late — or not at 

all. However, it’s important to note that while some benzene-contaminated products have 

been recalled, most recalls involve only specific batches or lot numbers, rather than all versions 

of the product. That means many people may have been exposed without ever knowing, 

especially if they used these items before the contamination was discovered. 

Who May Be Legally Responsible For Benzene Exposure? 

Injured consumers may have legal grounds to pursue compensation through a product liability 

claim. Liability often extends beyond the manufacturer whose name appears on the label. 

• Manufacturers: Companies that produced or packaged products found to contain 

benzene. 

• Raw Material Suppliers: Entities responsible for providing contaminated chemical 

ingredients used in production. 

• Distributors and Brand Owners: Corporations that sold or branded defective products, 

even if they didn’t produce them directly. 

• Contract Manufacturers: Facilities that manufactured the product on behalf of a brand 

but failed to control contamination. 

Product liability law holds companies accountable for failing to warn consumers, designing 

unsafe products, or allowing manufacturing defects to go unchecked. Consumers harmed by 

benzene exposure did not knowingly assume this risk, and legal responsibility falls on those 

who allowed dangerous products to be sold without proper testing or disclosure. 

Compensation Available In Benzene Cancer Lawsuits 

Cancer tied to benzene exposure can come with devastating financial and emotional 

consequences. A successful legal claim can help ease that burden. Compensation may include: 

• Medical Expenses: Coverage for past, current, and future cancer treatments, 

hospitalizations, prescriptions, and supportive care. 

• Lost Income: Wages lost due to illness, disability, or extended time away from work. 

• Loss of Earning Capacity: Compensation for the reduced ability to work or early 

retirement resulting from the disease. 

• Pain and Suffering: Financial acknowledgment of the physical and emotional hardship 

caused by cancer and its treatment. 



• Wrongful Death Damages: For families who have lost a loved one to benzene-related 

cancer, this includes funeral costs, lost support, and emotional loss. 

• Punitive Damages: In cases of gross negligence or willful misconduct, courts may award 

additional damages to punish the responsible companies. 

The value of a case depends on medical documentation, product use history, and expert 

analysis. Victims may be entitled to substantial compensation — but only if liability can be 

clearly established. 

Why Benzene Cancer Claims Require An Experienced Lawyer 

Benzene-related cancer lawsuits are highly technical and often span decades of exposure 

history. Without legal help, most individuals would struggle to gather the documentation and 

expert evidence required to prove their case. 

• Tracking Down Product History: Lawyers can investigate what products were used, 

when they were sold, and which companies were responsible — even if the brand no 

longer exists. 

• Filing Within Legal Deadlines: Each state has different statutes of limitation. Missing a 

deadline can render a claim entirely invalid, even if the case is otherwise valid. 

• Building Medical and Scientific Evidence: Legal teams collaborate with oncologists, 

toxicologists, and occupational medicine experts to establish a connection between 

benzene exposure and cancer diagnosis. 

• Negotiating With Corporate Defendants: Manufacturers and insurers often deny or 

minimize claims. Experienced lawyers know how to push back and demand a full 

settlement. 

• Maximizing Compensation: A lawyer ensures every category of loss is accounted for, 

including future medical needs and long-term impacts. 

Victims do not have to gather records, prove causation, or face large corporations alone. Legal 

teams experienced in defective product and toxic exposure litigation handle every aspect of the 

case, from consultation to resolution. 

If You’ve Been Diagnosed, The Ferrell Law Group Is Ready to Help 

Many people diagnosed with benzene-related cancer are only now learning the true cause of 

their illness. If you or a loved one is facing cancer after years of using household products like 

glues, solvents, or aerosol sprays, you are not alone, and you may be entitled to compensation.  

The Ferrell Law Group has decades of experience holding manufacturers accountable for 

exposing consumers to toxic chemicals. Even those who smoked or had other risk factors may 

still qualify for a claim. Tobacco use does not erase the medical evidence or legal significance of 
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benzene exposure. Filing a lawsuit will not impact Medicare, Social Security, or retirement 

benefits. 

Free consultations are available for individuals and families affected by benzene-related 

cancers. No upfront costs. No legal fees unless the case is successful. 

This type of cancer often takes 20 or more years to appear. That delay doesn’t lessen the 

damage, and it doesn’t erase liability. Contact the Ferrell Law Group today to learn your legal 

rights and take the first step toward justice. 
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