
Hair Relaxer Cancer Lawsuits for Uterine, Ovarian, and Breast Cancer 

What Frequent Users Need to Know About Filing a Claim Against Toxic Beauty 

Products 

For generations, chemical hair relaxers were marketed as safe, everyday products — especially 

to Black women and girls in homes, beauty salons, barbershops, and school bathrooms across 

America.  

Whether applied during weekend hair routines, at professional appointments, or from boxed 

kits sold in neighborhood drugstores, these products became a deeply embedded part of life. 

However, recent medical research reveals a more alarming truth. Long-term use of chemical 

hair straighteners has now been linked to an increased risk of serious hormone-sensitive 

cancers, including:  

• Uterine cancer 

• Ovarian cancer 

• Breast cancer 

Lawsuits are now being filed across the country against the manufacturers that sold these 

products without warning users of the health risks. Women diagnosed with cancer after years 

of consistent use — often starting in childhood — may be entitled to significant compensation.  

At the Ferrell Law Group, our national hair relaxer cancer lawyers can help victims gather 

documentation, prove exposure, and build a strong case before the statute of limitations runs 

out. 

The Science Behind Hair Relaxer Lawsuits 

A growing body of research has linked chemical hair relaxer use to cancer. A 2022 study by the 

National Institutes of Health found that women who used relaxers at least four times a year 

were more than twice as likely to develop uterine cancer. Another study confirmed that these 

products contain endocrine-disrupting chemicals that mimic estrogen and may fuel hormone-

driven tumors. 

These studies are reinforced by data from the Sister Study, which followed over 33,000 women 

and found a strong connection between frequent relaxer use and both uterine and ovarian 

cancers. The most concerning ingredients include: 

• Formaldehyde: A known carcinogen with links to respiratory and reproductive harm. 

• Phthalates and Parabens: Endocrine disruptors that may increase the risk of cancer. 

https://ferrell-lawgroup.com/personal-injury/defective-products/hair-relaxer/
https://ferrell-lawgroup.com/
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/hair-straightening-chemicals-associated-higher-uterine-cancer-risk#:~:text=%3E,%E2%80%9D%20said%20Alexandra%20White%2C%20Ph.
https://www.bumc.bu.edu/camed/2023/10/11/first-large-study-of-hair-relaxers-among-black-women-finds-increased-risk-of-uterine-cancer/#:~:text=These%20products%20are%20only%20loosely,of%20women's%20reproductive%20health%20outcomes.
https://www.cancer.org/cancer/latest-news/study-finds-possible-link-between-hair-straightening-chemicals-and-uterine-cancer.html


• Bisphenol A (BPA): Alters hormone function and has been linked to reproductive 

disorders. 

• Sodium Hydroxide (Lye): Causes scalp burns that increase chemical absorption into the 

bloodstream. 

Scientific research is a critical part of these lawsuits, but proving an individual case still requires 

personal documentation and expert analysis. 

What Claimants Need To Prove 

While millions of women have used relaxers, Black women have been disproportionately 

impacted. These products were heavily marketed to them and often used from a young age. 

Many women began relaxing their hair in childhood and continued the practice for decades 

without being warned of any risks. 

This pattern of early, frequent, and long-term use has resulted in a higher concentration of 

cases among Black women, particularly those now facing reproductive health issues or 

hormone-sensitive cancers. That demographic pattern isn’t a coincidence; it’s the result of 

targeted marketing and corporate negligence. 

A successful hair relaxer cancer lawsuit hinges on more than a diagnosis. Victims must establish 

a clear connection between their illness and years of product use. The following evidence is 

critical: 

• Proof of Product Use: Victims must demonstrate that they used relaxers regularly over a 

span of years. This might include receipts, product packaging, salon records, social 

media posts, or statements from stylists or friends. 

• Medical Diagnosis Records: A documented diagnosis of uterine, ovarian, endometrial, 

or hormone-sensitive breast cancer is essential. Diagnosis dates, pathology reports, and 

treatment histories all help establish the link. 

• Demographics and Scientific Support: Personal background, duration of use, and age at 

first exposure all contribute to a claim. Lawyers also use epidemiological data and 

medical literature to support arguments that the product, not genetics or lifestyle, was 

the primary risk factor. 

This documentation builds the foundation of a compelling claim. An experienced lawyer can 

help collect and organize these records so that nothing is missed when it matters most. 

Common Brands Named In Hair Relaxer Lawsuits 



Not all hair relaxers are named in these lawsuits — only those linked to the known risks. If a 

claimant used one or more of the following brands consistently over several years, that 

strengthens their case: 

• Dark & Lovely 

• SoftSheen-Carson 

• Just For Me 

• Optimum Salon Care 

• Motions Hair Relaxer 

• ORS Olive Oil Relaxer 

• TCB Naturals Relaxer 

• Luster’s Pink 

Even if the packaging is gone, use can often be verified with testimony, photos, or salon 

records. A lawyer can help identify which products are linked to ongoing litigation and which 

details are worth pursuing. 

Core Allegations In These Cases 

Every hair relaxer lawsuit rests on a set of claims against the manufacturers. Scientific research, 

internal documents, and marketing records support these allegations: 

• Defective Product Design: The inclusion of carcinogens and hormone-disrupting 

chemicals in products intended for long-term, repeated use. 

• Failure to Warn: A complete lack of consumer warning, despite mounting evidence of 

potential harm. 

• Negligence: The choice to ignore credible studies and continue marketing the products 

as safe. 

• Fraudulent Concealment: The discovery that some manufacturers may have known 

about the dangers and concealed them to protect profits. 

These are serious claims. An experienced legal team knows how to investigate them and use 

them to build a powerful case on behalf of the victim. 

What Compensation From a Cancer Claim Can Cover 

Cancer takes a heavy toll — physically, emotionally, and financially. A successful lawsuit can 

provide compensation for a wide range of losses, helping victims and their families recover 

stability and peace of mind. 

• Medical Costs: Including chemotherapy, surgeries, hospital stays, fertility treatment, 

and long-term care. 



• Lost Income: For time away from work or an inability to return to work due to illness. 

• Pain and Suffering: Reflecting both the physical and emotional toll of cancer. 

• Wrongful Death: In cases where a loved one died, compensation can also cover funeral 

costs and loss of companionship. 

No amount of money undoes the damage, but compensation can provide critical support and 

ensure that those responsible are held financially accountable. A lawyer can help victims 

understand the full scope of what they’re entitled to. 

Who Is Eligible To File A Hair Relaxer Cancer Claim? 

Not everyone diagnosed with cancer after using hair relaxers will qualify, but many do. Meeting 

the basic eligibility criteria is the first step: 

• Regular Use: At least four years of frequent hair relaxer use. 

• Qualifying Diagnosis: Uterine, ovarian, endometrial, or hormone-sensitive breast 

cancer. 

• Timing: A diagnosis that occurred after the year 2000. 

• Legal Deadlines: The case must be filed within the statute of limitations in the victim’s 

state. 

Even if someone is unsure whether they qualify, consulting a lawyer can help determine 

eligibility and protect their legal rights. It’s worth asking — and waiting too long may close that 

door. 

Acting Within the Legal Deadline 

Every state imposes a time limit for filing a lawsuit. This is called the statute of limitations, and 

once it expires, a claim may be barred forever. These deadlines vary widely depending on the 

state, the type of claim, and when the harm was discovered. 

For victims of cancer, the clock may start ticking on the date of diagnosis or when they first 

learned that a product could be to blame. It’s not always straightforward, which is why early 

legal guidance is essential. A lawyer can help determine exactly how much time is left to act 

and how to avoid missing critical deadlines. 

The Ferrell Law Group Is Investigating Claims Nationwide 

At the Ferrell Law Group, our attorneys are actively reviewing hair relaxer cancer claims from 

women in all 50 states. With decades of experience holding powerful companies accountable 

for defective and dangerous products, the firm has the resources to fight back and win. 

• No Upfront Fees: You pay nothing unless the firm recovers compensation for you. 



• Nationwide Reach: Ferrell Law Group represents clients across the country. 

• Product Liability Experience: With over 30 years of experience, we understand how to 

handle complex cancer claims and successfully prove them in court. 

Thousands of women have already filed lawsuits. If you’ve been diagnosed with cancer after 

years of using hair relaxers, your case deserves serious attention. 

You didn’t ask for this. You trusted that the products you used on your body were safe. Now, 

you’re left dealing with cancer, and the companies responsible need to be held accountable. 

The Ferrell Law Group is here to help. Contact us today for a free, confidential consultation. 

You may be eligible for compensation, and you don’t have to face this fight alone. Our office 

is based in Houston, TX, and we handle hair relaxer cancer claims nationwide. 


