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Teachers
The lesson plans and supplementary material in the study guide are provided to help 
you prepare your students for the concert environment. Be sure to discuss “Concert 
Tips” and “What Will We See and Hear?” with your students. By making your students 
aware of what to expect and what is expected of them you will be helping to ensure a 
pleasant and beneficial concert experience for everyone. Some of the purely practical 
things teachers need to remember are:
• Re- check your confirmation for date and time of your reservation.
• Allow sufficient time for travel, remembering the possibility of inclement weather 

and construction. You should arrive 20 minutes early to allow time for seating. 
Please follow the directions of the ushers and orchestra staff.

• Discuss procedures for the trip, including loading and unloading the buses and 
counting students.

• Chaperones are responsible for the behavior of their students and should sit among 
the students rather than with another adult.  Chairs are not to be moved from the 
position in which they are found.

• Students should be encouraged to remain in the seating area during the concert. As 
restrooms are limited, trips to the restroom should be made before the concert. Ask 
the ushers for information and directions when needed.

• Please take immediate action in the event of inappropriate behavior.
• Please follow the instructions of the ushers for entering and exiting the concert.

Concert Tips for Students and Teachers
Being a good audience member can make your trip to the Kinder Concert a great 
experience. To help the musicians performing and your classmates sitting around you, 
here are some important points to help you understand good concert manners:
• Always WALK when entering or leaving the performance area and let the ushers 

show you where to sit.
• Because the students (and some teachers) at the Kinder Concert are seated on the 

floor, it is important to remain seated so that everyone can see.
• Swaying and “pretend” conducting are allowed as long as you are careful of the 

people sitting around you.
• Some things are not allowed at the concert, like cameras or tape recorders, food, 

gum or candy.
• Leave things you don’t need for the concert (like pens, pencils, combs, brushes) at 

school.

Picture taking (with or without flash), video and/or audio recording 

are NOT permitted during the concert.



What Will We See and Hear?
A symphony orchestra concert is very different from the things most of us do each day.  
At the Canton Symphony Orchestra Kinder Concert, the conductor will tell you about 
the orchestra and guide you through the concert. Here are some things to watch for 
when you come to hear the orchestra:
• As you come in you may notice the orchestra members “warming up” or getting 

ready to play.
• Soon the concertmaster (a violin player) will stand to get the orchestra’s attention. 

That is the signal for the oboe player to sound the note “A” which all the other 
orchestra members will match on their instruments. It is important for the 
orchestra members to be able to hear each other, and you can help by being very 
quiet.

• After the concertmaster sits down, the conductor takes his/her place on the 
podium. Soon  s/he will raise his/her arms as a signal for the musicians to get 
ready to play. On the “downbeat” the concert begins.

At concerts, we clap to show our appreciation for the performers. Here are some hints 
to help you:
• Applaud the concertmaster when s/he enters.
• Applaud the conductor when s/he enters.
• Applaud the soloists when they enter and after they play.
• Applaud when the orchestra finishes a piece and the conductor turns to face you.
• Applaud at the very end of the performance to let the orchestra know you liked it.E
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