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Tips for fall  
transitions 

This picture caption uses the 
Caption 2 paragraph style and is 
inside a text box so that you can 
move it easily as needed to 
accompany a photo.  

   From the Director 
20 Years.  I love writing that because it is 
an important milestone.   
 
COMPASS is celebrating its twenty year 
anniversary.  For twenty years, 
COMPASS has been advocating for the 
rights of survivors, supporting those 
affected by sexual violence and 
educating our young people on the 
primary prevention of sexual violence.   
We started as a small organization 
serving victims of sexual violence in 
Tuscarawas County.    
 
With only a handful of employees, these 
dedicated staff worked from an office in 
the basement of a local church in New 
Philadelphia.   
 
Fast forward twenty years and we can 
see how the hard work of those early 
years sowed the seeds for the great work 
being done today.  COMPASS now 
serves Tuscarawas, Carroll and Stark 
counties with offices in New Philadelphia 
and Canton.  We also have satellite 
offices located on the campuses of Kent 
State University Tuscarawas and Malone 
University.   
 
CONTINUED on PAGE 4 
 
 

As fall quickly approaches and the season 

begins to change so does a lot for young folks. 

Students transitioning from one grade to the 

next can bring on many new “firsts” that were 

never experienced before.  

 

Most of these experiences will come with 

meeting new friends, dating or continuing 

existing relationships. Here are a few tips for 

both students and parents on how to form 

healthy relationships and recognize red flags to 

prevent unhealthy relationships. 

 

How to help students 

 Find friends or dating partners that 

treat you with respect  

 Follows your boundaries, including digital 

boundaries with social media  

 Look for friends or dating partners that are 

caring and honest with you 

 Find dating partners or friends that share 

common interests with you and is supportive 

of you 

 Red flags can be difficult to notice, but can 

include some of the following: 

o Friends that will put you down or call you  

negative names 

 

o constantly texting asking where you are 

or who you are with 

o Pressures you to do actions, 

behaviors or say things you 

o Dating partners or friend that is constantly 

texting asking where you are or who you 

are with 

o Pressures you to do actions, behaviors or 

say things you are not comfortable with  

o Dating partners that constantly accuse you 

of cheating, lying or being unfaithful  

o Friends or dating partners that get mad or 

make you feel guilty for spending time 

with family or friends  

 

What parents can do 
 Talk to your child about school, friends, and 

dating partners—it will make it easier on 

your child to disclose any negative 

behaviors if as a parent you normalize these 

types of conversations 

 Look for changes in your child’s behavior, 

including eating habits, studying habits or 

not wanting to attend social events/school 

 Provide a listening and empathic ear for 

your child 

 Be a parent—your child has peers to be their 

friends    

 

 

 

COMPASS is funded by United Way of Greater Stark County 
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COMPASS on Campus 
Sydney Slagle, outreach advocate with COMPASS will 
be working on two campuses this year, Kent State 
University at Tuscarawas and Malone University, to 
provide services to those impacted by sexual violence. 
Services will be offered to students, staff and faculty 
on each campus free of charge. Services include; crisis 
counseling and support, information on reporting 
options including criminal and university conduct, 
court and hearing support and advocacy (including 
assistance with protection orders), resources to 
mental health counseling and other services in the 
community and university, and guidance on 
supporting someone you care about who has been 
impacted by sexual violence. Additionally she will be 
working with each university in providing education 
and awareness programming on campus.   

(L to R) Chris Abrams and Sydney Slagle pose outside of 

Malone University, the newest campus site for COMPASS 

According to RAINN, younger people are at the 
highest risk of sexual violence 

» Ages 12-34 are the highest risk years for rape and sexual assault (see 
graphic provided by RAINN).  

» Females ages 16-19 are 4 times more likely than the general population to 
be victims of rape, attempted rape, or sexual assault.  

It is important for individuals to be aware of the 
realities of sexual violence on campus.  
» One in five women and one in 16 men are sexually assaulted while in 

college.  

» More than 90 percent of sexual assaults go unreported. 2 

» Nearly two-thirds of college students experience sexual harassment.  

» Among college women, nine out of 10 victims of rape and sexual assault 
know their offender. 

» Women ages 18-24 attending college are 3 times more likely than women 
in general to experience sexual violence.  

» Males ages 18-24 who are college students are approximately 5 times 
more likely than non-students of the same age to be a victim of rape or 
sexual assault.  

» More than 50% of college sexual assaults occur in either August, 
September, October, or November.  

» Students are at an increased risk during the first few months of their first 
& second semesters in college. 

 
Knowing the facts is powerful. Understanding the realities of sexual 
violence on campus gives individuals the opportunity to make informed 
decisions. And it empowers individuals to be a part of their campus 
culture that promotes safety, respect, and equality. Visit  

compassrapecrisis.org for information on campus services and office 
hours for KSU Tuscarawas and Malone University offices.  
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Nicole Willey, a COMPASS  
rape crisis advocate since  
2007, is also an Associate  
Professor of English  
at Kent State University  
Tuscarawas.  Her commitment to service extends beyond 
Compass, and for seven years she coordinated the Service-
Learning program for her campus, connecting students 
and faculty to community organizations that could benefit 
from student work.  She is still active as a practitioner of 
service-learning, and her students currently work with 
Friends of the Homeless and West Elementary in New 
Philadelphia City Schools.  Willey has found that working 
with Compass has been engaging; helping survivors 
through the medical and legal portions of their journey is 
often complicated and difficult, and being there in those 
key moments is rewarding.  Willey and her husband are 
raising two sons, and they try to actively counter harmful 
stereotypes that victimize both girls and boys.  She advises 
all of her students to get involved with their communities 
in the places they feel they can do the most good, and 
then to make sure they take care of themselves as well.  In 
her free time she enjoys reading, film, biking and travel.  
 

Summer 
achievements 
COMPASS staff works hard  

all year round, but we wanted  

to point out some specific  

achievements from this summer! 

 

Ronda, our Volunteer Coordinator,  

has created a phenomenal training  

manual that caught the eye of two other rape crisis centers, 

who have now asked to use it. This manual is used during our 

40 hour volunteer and staff training and is a crucial toolkit in 

learning how to respond appropriately to and support a 

survivor.  

 

Tiffany, one of our Prevention Educators, spoke at the Annual 

OAESV (Ohio Alliance to End Sexual Violence) statewide 

conference about our work with human trafficking. It is worth 

noting how incredible it is that she was chosen to give this 

presentation to other professionals in this field of work.   

  

 

TIFFANY is one of our Prevention Educators. At only 
26 years old, she has graduated from University of 
Akron and is currently attending graduate school. 
She is engaged to Jesse with one fur child, Milo, who 
will be four years old on January 23.  

Tiffany’s favorite movie is White Chicks because 
their names are Brittany and Tiffany like her and her 
twin. 

Tiffany eats her spaghetti on a plate, thinks a hot 
dog is a sandwich, and if God ever sneezes, she’s 
going to reply with “It’s raining?”  

 

Tiffany H. 
Prevention Educator 

 
Milo 

Fur Baby 
 

Volunteer 
Destiny Morr 
participated 
in Safety Day 
at 
Uhrichsville 
Water Park 
this summer. 
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Flashbacks occur when traumatic memories that  
are stored in the Limbic System of the brain are  
triggered. Doing simple math problems activates  
the Frontal Lobe of the brain, so it shifts brain into  
a different “gear”. This is a very easy way to  
bring you back to the here and now. 
 
Did you know that COMPASS offers  
support groups to those victimized by  
sexual violence?  Support groups offer  
survivors a safe place to come and be connected to other survivors. A peer facilitated group allows 
survivors to gain emotional support while focusing on healing from trauma.  COMPASS also offers a 
craft group for survivors.  This unique group provides survivors with a setting where they can enhance 
their social skills, build safe friendships and gain new skills.   
 
Donations are always welcome for our support groups. See the list to the right for some suggested 
donations.  
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Take Back the Night Event 
Tuesday, October 17th from 

6:00pm-8:00pm  
at Canton Cultural Center 

 
A21 Walk to Freedom 
Saturday, October 14th 

10:00am  
at Tuscora Park  

 
Jackson Health Fair 

Saturday, October 21st from 
8:00am-12:00pm  

at Jackson High School  
 
 

Please contact COMPASS for 
additional information about these 

events 

www.compassrapecrisis.org 
 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

    From the Director 
In 2016, COMPASS served over 4,700 individuals through our advocacy and support 
services, counseling services and prevention education programs.  However, we are 
still moving forward.   
 
Each and every day we are guided by our mission - to promote the healing of 
individuals impacted by sexual violence and to create social change.  Our vision is for 
a community where all people can live free of sexual violence.   
 
I acknowledge that our mission may not be one that many people want to talk about, 
but it is one that we cannot ignore.  We are fortunate to serve wonderful communities 
that care.  If we work together, we can make a difference!  


