
Questions for Discussion 
 

Big Girl, Small Town by Michelle Gallen 

 

 

1. Did you identify with any of the items on Majella’s lists? Why is her list of things she hates 
much longer than the list of things she loves? 
 

2. Majella lives a very frugal, circumscribed life. How do you think money could change things 
for her? 

 
3. Majella could be described as “low maintenance.” Despite her relaxed approach to beauty, 

fashion, and hygiene, she has a healthy sex life. What do you think are the factors at play 
here? 

 
4. Majella repeatedly watches a boxed set of the ’80s soap opera Dallas, and fondly remembers 

watching the series as a child with her father. Why do you think Majella is obsessed with 
Dallas? If you could introduce Majella to a new TV series, what would you recommend for 
her? 
 

5. Majella is a “big girl.” She likes how she looks; she likes being strong. In some ways, her size 
makes her invisible to certain people. What are the advantages of being a big girl in a small 
town? What are the disadvantages? 

 
6. Majella spends most of her waking hours with Marty, her married co-worker. She has had 

sex with him on the premises of A Salt & Battered for almost a decade, yet never sees him 
socially. Majella seems to view Marty as just a colleague. How do you think Marty feels about 
Majella? 

 
7. How do you think Majella’s undiagnosed autism affects her life and her interactions with 

other people? Do you think a diagnosis of autism and professional support might benefit 
her? How might her relationship with her mother change with a diagnosis? 

 
8. Imagine you live in Aghybogey and have befriended Majella. What advice would you give her 

on changing her life for the better? Do you think Majella would be open to your advice? 
 

9. “The Disappeared” is a term that describes people who are believed to have been abducted, 
murdered, and secretly buried in Ireland, mostly during the Troubles. Majella’s father is 
described as having “disappeared.” What do you think happened to him? What do you think 
the impact of his disappearance has been on his family? 

 
10. How do you think Brexit would affect the characters in this novel? What about the 

reintroduction of a “hard” border, with checkpoints, watchtowers, and the forced closure of 
local roads? 

 
11. The Catholic church plays a prominent role in the novel. It’s unclear if Majella believes in 

God or not. Do you think the Catholic church helps the novel’s characters, or hinders them? 

 



12. Aghybogey is a town starkly divided between Catholics and Protestants—schools, churches, 
housing developments, and even shops are segregated. Majella notes that she has never 
tasted a “Protestant chip.” Such deep segregation has come about by official policy and local 
will. What do you think is the impact of such divisions? Do they reduce the risk of violence 
or entrench opinions? Do you think divisions should be addressed? How would you change 
things for the better? 

 
13. Who do you think assaulted Majella’s grandmother? What do you think was the motive for 

the assault? 

 

14. If you could hear the story from the perspective of another character, whom would you 

choose? 

 


