
BOOK CLUB KIT



Dear Reader,

Thank you for reading Made in China. During my reporting for this book, I  
found myself alternating between states of despair and cautious optimism. Is  
it even possible for companies to completely remove forced labor from their  
supply chains? Considering that China produces a good portion of raw materials 
for manufacturers around the world—including American factories—there is no 
easy answer to this question.

But I do believe we are on the precipice of change. Now that we know the key 
factors that can influence a Chinese factory’s decision to outsource work to forced 
laborers, we can all make more informed purchases in the future. Together, we 
can help create more sustainable industries.

Thank you,

Amelia Pang

A Note from the Author
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1.  In 2012, an Oregon mother named Julie Keith opened a 
package of Halloween decorations. An SOS letter, hand-
written in broken English by the prisoner who’d made 
and packaged the items, fell out of the box. What would 
you do if you found such a letter?

2.  The author of the SOS letter was a political prisoner 
named Sun Yi. Does Sun’s story change your views on 
products that were made in China? What are some fac-
tors you might consider the next time you go shopping?

3.  Historically, systemic forced labor was not unique to 
China. Unpaid labor has made many empires wealthy 
throughout the centuries. What other powerful econ-
omies have relied on forced labor in the past? Can you 
think of other instances of forced labor still happening 
today?

4.  Ulrich Orth, an associate professor of developmental 
psychology at the University of Bern in Switzerland, 
speaks about how consumers compartmentalize to justify 
the ethics of their purchases. What else do people in our 
society compartmentalize?

5.  Do you think consumers are capable of consistently 
making ethical buying choices? Or will price and desire 
always prevail? How does poverty and the need for 
cheap options complicate the equation?

6.  Some brands claim to be transparent by releasing 
summaries of their factories’ audit scores. But they often 
don’t reveal the comprehensiveness of their audits. Were 
you surprised to learn that measures designed to create 
transparency don’t always do so? After reading this book, 
are there any brands that you do still trust to be trans-
parent, ethical, and sustainable? Which ones, and why?

7.  When American companies make sudden production 
changes to stay current with the latest fast-fashion 
trends, factories often do not have time to keep up with 
these changes in-house. They must subcontract work 
to forced laborers—who can work all night to meet 
production deadlines. As American consumers, are we 
complicit if we buy these goods?

8.  Is it possible to 100% avoid “Made in China” products? 
What are some more realistic and impactful strategies to 
create social change?

9.  In 1991, a 60 Minutes exposé on Chinese forced-labor 
products being sold in American stores shook Amer-
ican consumers. It even led to congressional hearings 
in which political figures such as Joe Biden and Nancy 
Pelosi expressed outrage. Three decades later, Chinese 
prison products are still being sold in the US. Why do 
you think so little has changed?

10.  Falun Gong is a religious group that is banned in 
China. Although its members initially advocated only 
for freedom of religion, the group has since morphed 
into a sprawling underground resistance movement 
against the Chinese Communist Party. What role does 
Falun Gong play in Sun’s life? How does it affect Sun’s 
choices?

11.  Sun had a complicated relationship with May. How 
did Sun’s activism affect his family life? Do you think 
his personal sacrifices were worthwhile?

12.  China has developed an unprecedented high-tech  
predictive policing program—one that uses artificial 
intelligence and big data to teach computers how to 
predict terrorism before it happens. Do you think  
China will be the only country to do this, or can you 
imagine similar programs being used in our society? 
After reading this book, what do you think the pros 
and cons of such a system would be?

Discussion Questions for Made in China

ALGONQUIN BOOKS



1.  Can I buy this used?

2. Do I need to own this or can I rent/borrow it?

3. Can I find a locally made version to purchase instead?

4.  Do I already own something that serves the same 
purpose?

5.  Is this item so much better that I would feel compelled 
to donate three things in its place?

6.  Would I want it if it were more expensive, or do I want 
it because it’s extremely cheap?

7.  Is it replacing an item I already own that works just 
fine?

8. Am I sure I will wear/use this product often?

9. Why do I want this item?

10. What else could I do with this money?

Before You Buy

Get Involved and Learn More

Campaign for Uyghurs (https://campaignforuyghurs.org) –  
A group promoting and advocating for the human rights and 
democratic freedoms of the Uyghurs and other Turkic people, 
with a special focus on women and youth.
China Labor Watch (http://chinalaborwatch.org) –  
A group dedicated to increasing transparency of supply chains 
and factory labor conditions in China as well as advocating for 
workers’ rights.
Chinese Human Rights Defenders (https://www.nchrd.org)– 
A network dedicated to developing and providing advocacy 
tools to grassroots human rights activists.
Dui Hua (https://duihua.org) –  
A humanitarian organization focused on seeking clemency and 
better treatment of political and religious prisoners in China.
Friends of Tibet (http://www.friendsoftibet.org) –  
A people’s movement determined to end China’s occupation  
of Tibet.
Human Rights Foundation (https://hrf.org) –  
An organization dedicated to defending, equipping, and giving 
a platform to human rights activists worldwide.

Human Rights Watch (https://www.hrw.org) –  
An organization that investigates and reports on abuses 
worldwide, advocating to governments and businesses to 
make changes to their laws, policies, and practices.
Uyghur Human Rights Project (https://uhrp.org) – 
 A human rights research, reporting, and advocacy  
organization promoting human rights and democracy 
 for Uyghurs and others living in East Turkistan.

We can all do our part to become better and more responsible shoppers. Here are 10 questions to ask yourself 
before opening your wallet.

Many neighborhoods now have “Buy Nothing” online groups where people offer up items to donate or trade 
instead of throwing them out. These groups are a great way to save money and prevent perfectly usable items 
from winding up in a landfill.

Changing the way you shop is only the first step. If you would like to do more to help address human rights 
issues abroad, these organizations are excellent resources.
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In Conversation with Nancy Wu
Audiobook Narrator for Made in China

Your background made you particularly eager to narrate 
this book—what in your experience contributes to the 
book Amelia Pang has written?
When [Workman Audio] approached me about narrating this 
book, I got very excited. I’m often asked to narrate history or 
nonfiction, but when I get a piece of long-form investigative 
journalism in the field of human rights? That’s special. These 
events are happening today. These situations are political, 
dangerous, and rapidly evolving.

My background is in Asian Studies, living in China and Asia 
for over seven years. My father left China before Mao’s revo-
lution, but my relatives suffered the hardships of those follow-
ing decades, including the Cultural Revolution. It’s difficult 
to talk politics with Chinese citizens, and my relatives did 
not support the students in Tiananmen Square. Friends and 
students from China today still deny many of the atrocities 
and injustices committed by China that have been recently 
uncovered—information and propaganda is tightly controlled.

After I left China I got my MA in international human 
rights, working with refugees and migrant laborers. Thus I 
have some personal experience to bring to the project, and am 
thrilled to narrate Amelia Pang’s work!

Did you have to do any additional pronunciation re-
search before you began recording?
When Chinese is transliterated into English, you sometimes 
don’t know what the actual character is, and must do research 
to find the character and “tone” of the word, place, or name 
in order to get the pronunciation right. I like that Ms. Pang 
included Chinese characters in the book, lending authenticity 
and accuracy, especially for Chinese readers and speakers like 
myself.

Were there sections of the book where you felt inspired 
and hopeful?
It inspires me that Ms. Pang has been able to get firsthand 
stories from people suffering in these gulags, and relay the 
shocking details in a powerful, relatable way. The truth of 
forced labor and political torture in prison camps is harsh. 
Bringing Sun’s compelling story to a wider general audience 
will help pressure countries to address their human rights 
issues.

Has Made in China changed the way you shop?
For a long time I have not shopped at Walmart or Kmart, but 
it’s not only cheap stores that sell cheap goods made in labor 

camps—it’s brand-name items, luxury goods, and high-end 
stores that also carry products from “sweatshop” and forced- 
labor factories. This book reveals the severity to which inhu-
mane practices persist. It’s difficult to parse out the origins of 
everything we buy, but we must be more conscientious about 
the countries whose human rights records are abysmal, and 
make purchasing choices accordingly.

What would you like to say to potential readers of Made 
in China?
Thank you for picking up such an important book about a 
situation many don’t know about! We think that because we’ve 
heard about these atrocities in the past, they couldn’t possibly 
still be happening.

Just raising awareness by choosing to read and discuss this 
book—to talk about labor exploitation, illegal prisons, Falun 
Gong and religious freedom, the Uyghur cultural genocide 
and Sun Yi’s story—is important.

How do you see the role of an audiobook narrator?
A narrator must bring an author’s words to life and lift them 
off the page.

With nonfiction, our job is to deliver complex material, facts, 
and information in a way that is clear and engaging. We 
must help the author tie the story together and present their 
research conclusions effectively. This also takes storytelling. It’s 
like helping the author become a good professor—an academ-
ic can be the most brilliant person in the world, but they must 
give fantastic lectures to make sure students learn.

Why do you like narrating audiobooks?
Narrating is a joy and a privilege, especially since I get to 
read many excellent and meaningful books! It’s especially 
important for me to bring Asian authors and stories to light, 
expanding a diversity of voices and subject matter that deserve 
respect and attention.
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The audiobook edition of 
Made in China is available 
from Workman Audio.


