
Dear Reader,

Inspired by our author, the iconoclastic filmmaker John Waters, Algonquin’s 
clarion call for Spring 2017 is “Make Trouble.” When it comes down to it, the 
pursuit of writing, publishing, promoting, and selling books is all about making 

trouble. We book people are a spirited tribe of troublemakers—authors, booksellers, 
agents, critics, librarians, sales reps, editors, publicists—all bound by a passion for 
the written word and dedicated to championing great new work. We defy the odds, 
break rules, stir curiosity and conversation (and even debate), and find inventive ways 
to introduce readers to books. We like to surprise ourselves as well as our readers. It’s 
a risky act, this business of publishing, and at Algonquin we have no trouble making 
trouble by sending books and authors that excite us out into the world.

Our Spring/Summer 2017 catalog introduces both talented new voices and cel-
ebrated veteran writers who cover a vast and varied literary terrain, but who all share 
what we at Algonquin admire most of all: authentic and engaging storytelling. These 
are stories to savor, to contemplate, and perhaps even to lose sleep over. And we can 
promise that we’ll publish all of these books with energy, enthusiasm, and conviction. 

Now, let’s make some trouble together.

The Algonquin Staff

S17_Catalog _L01.indd   1 8/12/16   3:46 PM



A
l

g
o

n
q

u
in

 B
o

o
k

s
 s

p
r

in
g

/s
u

m
m

e
r

 2
0

17

2

Karen Neulander, a successful New York 
political consultant, has always been 
fiercely protective of her son, Jacob, now 

six. She’s had to be: when Jacob’s father, Dave, 
found out Karen was pregnant and made it clear 
that fatherhood wasn’t in his plans, Karen walked 
out of the relationship, never telling Dave her 
intention was to raise their child alone.

But now Jake is asking to meet his dad, and 
with good reason: Karen is dying. When she 
finally calls her ex, she’s shocked to find Dave 
ecstatic about the son he never knew he had. 
First, he can’t meet Jake fast enough, and then, he 
can’t seem to leave him alone.

With just a few more months to live, Karen 
resists allowing Dave to insinuate himself into 
Jake’s life. As she tries to play out her last days 
in the “right” way, Karen wrestles with the truth 
that the only thing she cannot bring herself to do 
for her son—let his father become a permanent 
part of his life—is the thing he needs from her 
the most.

With heart-wrenching poignancy, unexpected 
wit, and mordant humor, Lauren Grodstein has 
created an unforgettable story about parenthood, 
sacrifice, and life itself.

“ I wrote Our Short History because I’d been 
thinking about motherhood and fear: the fear 
of not being able to raise my son, the fear of 
having to live without him, the fear of him 
having to live without me. Every so often I 
think about these things, because I write books, 
and my imagination can be hard to tame, and 
because I’m a mother, and my imagination can 
be hard to tame.”  
—L auren Grodstein

Praise for Lauren Grodstein:

“ Grodstein’s skills at storytelling are unwavering.” 
—elizabeth strout, author of My Name Is Lucy Barton

“ Grodstein’s real gift is her emotional precision.”  
—The Washington Post

Lauren Grodstein

Our Short History
a noveL

L auren Grodstein is 
the author of three novels, The 
Explanation for Everything, 
the New York Times bestseller 
A Friend of the Family, and 
Reproduction Is the Flaw of Love, 
and the short story collection The 

Best of Animals. She directs the creative writing/
MFA program at Rutgers–Camden and lives with 
her husband and son in New Jersey. Her website is 
www.laurengrodstein.com.
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marCh
fiCtion
352 pAgeS, 6" x 9"
iSBn 978-1-61620-622-2
$26.95 HArDCOVer
nO. 73622
WOrLD exCLuDing uk

e-BOOk iSBn 978-1-61620-718-2

Promotion & PuBLiCitY
•	National 8-city author tour
•	Author appearance at ABA Winter 

Institute
•	National print and online reviews 

and features
•	National print and online advertising 

campaign
•	National radio campaign, including 

NPR
•	Prepublication author events in 

select cities
•	Widespread galley distribution, 

including ABA Winter Institute and 
ALA Midwinter

•	Promotion through early reader 
review programs, including Goodreads

•	Online marketing and social media 
campaign

•	Library marketing

“in Our Short History, Lauren grodstein breaks your heart, 
then miraculously pieces it back together so it’s bigger—
and stronger—than before. This novel will leave you 
appreciating both the messiness of life and the immense 
depths of love.” —CeLeste nG, author of Everything I Never Told You

aLso By Lauren Grodstein:

THE EXPLANATION FOR 
EVERYTHING
ISBN 978-1-61620-381-8
NO. 73381

A FRIEND OF THE FAMILY
ISBN 978-1-61620-017-6
NO. 73017
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When it was issued in 1856, it cost a 
penny. In 2014, this tiny square of 
faded red paper sold at Sotheby’s for 

nearly $9.5 million, the largest amount ever paid 
for a postage stamp at auction. Through the sto-
ries of the eccentric characters who have bought, 
owned, and sold the one-cent magenta in the 
years in between, James Barron delivers a fasci-
nating tale of global history and immense wealth, 
and of the human desire to collect. 

One-cent magentas were provisional stamps, 
printed quickly in what was then British Guiana 
when a shipment of official stamps from London 
did not arrive. They were intended for periodi-
cals, and most were thrown out with the news-
papers. But one stamp survived. The singular 
one-cent magenta has had only nine owners 
since a twelve-year-old boy discovered it in 
1873 as he sorted through papers in his uncle’s 
house. He soon sold it for what would be $17 
today. (That’s been called the worst stamp deal 
in history.) Among later owners was a fabulously 
wealthy Frenchman who hid the stamp from 
almost everyone (even King George V of England 
couldn’t get a peek); a businessman who traveled 
with the stamp in a briefcase he handcuffed to  
his wrist; and John E. du Pont, an heir to the 
chemical fortune, who died while serving a 
thirty-year sentence for the murder of Olympic 
wrestler Dave Schultz. 

Recommended for fans of Nicholas A. 
Basbanes, Susan Orlean, and Simon Winchester, 
The One-Cent Magenta explores the intersection 
of obsessive pursuits and great affluence and asks 
why we want most what is most rare.

“ The one-cent magenta’s story has elements of  
a whodunit. Several hundred one-cent 
magentas must have come off the press, 
probably in sheets with four stamps on each 
page. Why haven’t any others turned up? 
Where was the one-cent magenta for the first 
sixteen years after it was issued? Was it actually 
a doctored four-cent stamp? How did it get 
the strange star on the back? And how did a 
stamp intended as postage for periodicals—
and expected to be thrown out along with the 
newspaper—become the most valuable object in 
the world by weight, a collector’s item that last 
sold for a billion times its original face value?”  
—from The One-Cent Magenta

James Barron

The One-Cent magenta
Inside the Quest to Own the Most  

Valuable Stamp in the World
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marCh
historY
224 pAgeS, 5" x 7" 
iSBn 978-1-61620-518-8
$23.95 HArDCOVer
nO. 73518
WOrLD

e-BOOk iSBn 978-1-61620-717-5

Promotion & PuBLiCitY
•	National television, print, online, 

and radio campaign, including 
NPR

•	Author events in New York City, 
Boston, and Washington, D.C.

•	20-city radio satellite tour
•	National television campaign
•	Library marketing
•	Online marketing and social media 

campaign

An inside look at the obsessive, secretive, 
and often bizarre world of high-profi le collecting, 

told through the journey of the world’s most 
sought-after stamp.

James Barron started working for the New York Times 
while still a college student and has been a staff  reporter there 
ever since. Th e author of Piano: Th e Making of a Steinway 
Concert Grand, he also edited Th e New York Times Book of 
New York. He and his wife live in New York City.

S17_Catalog _L01.indd   5 8/12/16   3:47 PM
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When John Waters delivered his glee-
fully subversive advice to the gradu-
ates of the Rhode Island School of 

Design, the speech went viral, in part because it 
was so brilliantly on point about making a living 
as a creative person. Now we all can enjoy his sly 
wisdom in a manifesto that reminds us, no mat-
ter what field we choose, to embrace chaos, be 
nosy, and outrage outdated critics. 

Waters notes with irony that he is eminently 
qualified to be a commencement speaker because 
he was suspended from high school, then kicked 
out of college—yet he is a success doing what he 
loves best. Anyone embarking on a creative path, 
he tells us, would do well to realize that prag-
matism and discipline are as important as tal-
ent, and that rejection is nothing to fear. Waters 
advises young people to eavesdrop, listen to their 
enemies, and horrify us with new ideas. In other 
words, make trouble.

Illustrated with slightly demented line draw-
ings by Eric Hanson, Make Trouble is a one-of-
a-kind gift, the perfect playbook for gaming the 
system by making the system work for you. 

John waters

make Trouble

John waters is a filmmaker, writer, actor, and visual artist best known 
for the films Cecil B. DeMented, Pink Flamingos, and Hairspray, which was 
adapted into a long-running Broadway musical. The author of seven books, 
among them the New York Times bestselling Role Models and Carsick, he 
performs his one-man, spoken-word shows regularly in the United States 
and abroad. Waters lives in Baltimore, Maryland.

63

M A K E  M E  N E R V O U S !

60 61

    

Outrage
outdated critics.Design 

clothes so hideous 
that they can’t be  
worn ironically.

Use technology 
for transgression, not lazy social living.

Horrify
us with new ideas.

56 57

Contemporary art’s job is to

what came before.

W R  E C K
Is there a better job description than that to aspire to? 

S17_Catalog _L01.indd   6 8/12/16   3:47 PM



a
L

G
o

n
q

u
in

 B
o

o
K

s
 S

p
r

in
g

/S
u

m
m

e
r

 2
0

17

7

aPriL
insPiration/art
80 pAgeS, 5" x 6" 
iSBn 978-1-61620-635-2
$14.95 HArDCOVer
nO. 73635
WOrLD exCLuDing uk

e-BOOk iSBn 978-1-61620-716-8

Promotion & PuBLiCitY
•	National 7-city author tour
•	National television, print, online, 

and radio campaign, including 
NPR

•	20-city radio satellite tour
•	National print and online 

advertising campaign 
•	Comprehensive social media 

and online campaign, including 
Facebook and Goodreads

•	ABA Winter Institute and ALA 
Midwinter promotion

•	Signed stock retail offer
•	5-copy counter display
•	Promotional posters and in-store 

display materials 

From an icon of popular culture, here is 
inspiring advice for artists, graduates, and anyone seeking 

happiness and success on their own terms.

5-COPY COUNTER DISPLAY 
ISBN 978-1-61620-729-8

NO. 73729
$74.75

S17_Catalog _L01.indd   7 8/12/16   3:47 PM
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a neighborhood café in Tehran is at the 
center of this powerful and transport-
ing story of love, family, friendship, and 

homecoming told against the backdrop of Iran’s 
rich, tragic history.

When Noor returns to her native Iran for 
the first time in thirty years, so much about 
her homeland is different. But Café Leila—the 
restaurant Noor’s family has run for three gen-
erations—hasn’t changed. Zod, Noor’s father, is 
still at the café’s helm, a much-loved patriarch 
offering laughter, solace, and nourishment to the 
makeshift family of regulars and waiters who call 
Café Leila home. With her discontented, very 
American teenage daughter, Lily, reluctantly at 
her side, Noor struggles to maintain a semblance 
of family life. But Tehran is a place of contradic-
tions, where grace and brutal violence both have 
a foothold, and it’s not long before rebellious Lily 
is caught up in both.

As the novel folds back in time, stories emerge 
of Noor’s ancestors, particularly of her mother, 
who was killed when Noor was a teenager. As 
past and present converge, Noor begins to under-
stand her place in and her responsibility to this 
world, and to the many souls who have sought 
refuge at the café. The Last Days of Café Leila is 
a powerful debut about the delicate, sometimes 
dangerous balance between history and prog-
ress, and the resilience of a family in the face of 
upheaval.

“ Beyond the walls of Café Leila raged riots, 
marches, brutal arrests, crippling inflation, 
but Zod had stayed open through the despair, 
scoured the pantry for the last onion, dug up 
the yard and grew tomatoes, raised chickens, 
and if the streets became too dangerous to 
walk, his café became a makeshift hotel, where 
he urged his guests to rest on cushions and 
blankets on the dining room floor.”   
—from The Last Days of Café Leila 

“ Donia Bijan’s exquisitely rendered tale reminds 
us that the bonds of food, family, and, most of 
all, love make life worth living even at its darkest 
moments. A story worth savoring, sharing, and 
taking to heart.” —Jamie Brenner, author of  
The Wedding Sisters and The Forever Summer

donia BiJan is a San Francisco 
Bay area chef who left Iran in 1978 
during the Islamic Revolution. 
After graduating from UC 
Berkeley, Donia went to Paris to 
attend the Cordon Bleu. She had a 
successful career as a chef, culmi-

nating in the opening of her own restaurant, L’Amie 
Donia in Palo Alto. Since closing her restaurant, 
Donia published her memoir, Maman’s Homesick 
Pie. She lives in Northern California with her hus-
band and their son.

donia BiJan

The Last Days  
of Café Leila

a noveL

S17_Catalog _L01.indd   10 8/12/16   3:47 PM



a
L

G
o

n
q

u
in

 B
o

o
K

s
 S

p
r

in
g

/S
u

m
m

e
r

 2
0

17

11

aPriL
fiCtion
304 pAgeS, 6" x 9" 
iSBn 978-1-61620-585-0
$25.95 HArDCOVer
nO. 73585
WOrLD exCLuDing uk

e-BOOk iSBn 978-1-61620-712-0

Promotion & PuBLiCitY
•	5-city West Coast author tour
•	National print and online reviews, 

interviews, and features
•	National radio campaign, including 

NPR
•	Prepublication trade and national 

advertising
•	Library marketing
•	Reading group promotions
•	Promotion through early reader 

review program, including 
Goodreads

•	Online marketing and social media 
campaign

“The Last Days at Café Leila will engage all of your senses. 
This is the poignantly told story of a family and of the 

brilliant and beautiful culture of persia, diminished but not 
destroyed. it is also a triumphant portrait of a woman making her 

way from apology to full-throated song.” 
—eLiZaBeth J. ChurCh, author of The Atomic Weight of Love

aLso By donia BiJan:
MAMAN’S HOMESICK PIE
ISBN 978-1-56512-957-3

NO. 72957

S17_Catalog _L01.indd   11 8/12/16   3:47 PM
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is there a secret to happiness? Beloved come-
dian Paula Poundstone conducts a series 
of “thoroughly scientific” experiments to 

find out, offering herself up as a guinea pig 
and recording her data for the benefit of all 
humankind. Armed with her unique brand of 
self-deprecating wit and the scientific method, 
in each chapter Paula tries out a different get-
happy hypothesis. She gets in shape with tae-
kwondo. She drives fast behind the wheel of 
a Lamborghini. She communes with nature 
while camping with her daughter. Swing danc-
ing? Meditation? Volunteering? Does any of it 
bring her happiness? And more important, can 
the happiness last when she returns to the daily 
demands of her chaotic life? 

The results are irreverent, laugh-out-loud 
funny, and pointedly relevant to our times. The 
Totally Unscientific Study of the Search for Human 
Happiness is both a a hilarious story of jumping 
into new experiences with both feet and a sur-
prisingly poignant tale of a working mother rais-
ing three kids. Paula is a master of her craft. Her 
comedic brilliance, served up in abundance in 
this book, has been compared to that of George 
Carlin, Tina Fey, Lily Tomlin, and David Sedaris.

“ The bravest and best improv comic of our time  
has now done the impossible and created a  
Work of Literature that has the wild, hairy spirit  
of performance about it . . . There is not a bad 
seat in the house.” —Garrison Keillor

“ Paula Poundstone deserves to be happy. 
Nobody deserves to be this funny.”  
—roy Blount Jr.

“ I’ve discovered that the secret to happiness is 
to let Paula do all these things while I read her 
hilarious book about it.” —P. J. o’rourke

“ Paula Poundstone never disappoints . . . An  
informative and highly entertaining book that 
deserves to be read and discussed . . . and I 
highly recommend that it is.” —Carl reiner

PauLa Poundstone is a 
popular panelist on NPR’s weekly 
comedy quiz Wait, Wait . . . Don’t 
Tell Me!. She tours regularly,  
performing stand-up comedy 
throughout the country. She was 
the first woman ever to host  

the White House Correspondents’ Dinner. She  
has had numerous HBO specials, starred in her  
own series on HBO and ABC, is included in 
Comedy Central’s list of the Top 100 Comics of  
All Time, and has won an American Comedy 
Award for best female stand-up comic. Her website 
is www.paulapoundstone.com.

PauLa Poundstone

The Totally unscientific 
Study of the Search for 

Human Happiness

S17_Catalog _L01.indd   12 8/12/16   3:47 PM
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maY
humor
288 pAgeS, 6" x 9" 
iSBn 978-1-61620-416-7
$25.95 HArDCOVer
nO. 73416
WOrLD

e-BOOk iSBn 978-1-61620-719-9

Promotion & PuBLiCitY
•	National 10-city author tour
•	National television, print, online, 

and radio campaign, including 
NPR

•	20-city radio satellite tour
•	National advertising, including 

NPR underwriting
•	Widespread galley distribution, 

including ABA Winter Institute 
and ALA Midwinter

•	Library marketing, including 
extensive trade advertising

•	Comprehensive social media and 
online campaign

•	Prepublication trade advertising 
•	Promotion through early reader 

review programs, including 
Goodreads

“The Totally Unscientifi c Study of the 
Search for Human Happiness is a remarkable journey. 

i laughed. i cried. i got another cat.” 
—LiLY tomLin

S17_Catalog _L01.indd   13 8/12/16   3:47 PM
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one morning, Deming Guo’s mother, 
an undocumented Chinese immigrant 
named Polly, goes to her job at the nail 

salon and never comes home. No one can find 
any trace of her.

With his mother gone, eleven-year-old 
Deming is left with no one to care for him. 
He is eventually adopted by two white college 
professors who move him from the Bronx to a 
small town upstate. They rename him Daniel 
Wilkinson in their efforts to make him over into 
their version of an “all-American boy.” But far 
away from all he’s ever known, Daniel struggles 
to reconcile his new life with his mother’s disap-
pearance and the memories of the family and 
community he left behind. 

Set in New York and China, The Leavers is a 
vivid and moving examination of borders and 
belonging. It’s the story of how one boy comes 
into his own when everything he’s loved has been 
taken away—and how a mother learns to live 
with the mistakes of her past.

This powerful debut is the winner of the 2016 
PEN/Bellwether Prize for fiction, awarded by 
Barbara Kingsolver for a novel that addresses 
issues of social justice. 

“ A rich and sensitive portrait of lives lived across 
borders, cultures, and languages . . . One of the 
most engaging, deeply probing, and beautiful 
books I have read this year.”  
—Laila Lalami, author of The Moor’s Account

“ One week later, tucked into a double bed 
sheathed with red flannel, Deming Guo awoke 
with the crumbs of dialect on his tongue, 
smudges and smears of dissolving syllables, 
nouns and verbs washed out to sea. One 
language had outseeped another; New York 
City had provided him with an arsenal of new 
words. He’d bled English vowels and watched 
his mother’s face fall.”  
—from The Leavers 

Lisa Ko

The Leavers
a noveL

Lisa Ko’s fiction has appeared 
in Best American Short Stories 
2016, Narrative, Copper Nickel, 
the Asian Pacific American 
Journal, and elsewhere. She has 
been awarded fellowships and 
residencies from the New York 

Foundation for the Arts, the MacDowell Colony, 
the Lower Manhattan Cultural Council, Writers 
OMI at Ledig House, the Jerome Foundation, and 
Blue Mountain Center, among others. A founding 
coeditor of Hyphen and a fiction editor at Drunken 
Boat, Ko was born in Queens and lives in Brooklyn. 
Her website is lisa-ko.com.

S17_Catalog _L01.indd   14 8/12/16   3:47 PM
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maY
fiCtion
352 pAgeS, 6" x 9"
iSBn 978-1-61620-688-8
$25.95 HArDCOVer
nO. 73688
WOrLD

e-BOOk iSBn 978-1-61620-713-7

Promotion & PuBLiCitY
•	National 8-city author tour
•	National print and online reviews, 

interviews, and features
•	National radio campaign, including 

NPR
•	Author appearances at ABA Winter 

Institute, ALA Midwinter, and 
prepublication events in select cities

•	National print and online advertising
•	Widespread galley distribution, 

including early reader review programs
•	Online marketing and social media 

campaign
•	Extensive library marketing campaign
•	Online reading group guide 
•	Reading group promotions and 

advertising on top online book 
club sites

An emotionally harrowing debut novel that explores 
assimilation and loss, immigration and homeland, 

independence and connection. 

Winner of the Pen/Bellwether Prize for socially engaged Fiction.

Previous BeLLWetHer Winners:

S17_Catalog _L01.indd   15 8/12/16   3:47 PM



a
L

G
o

n
q

u
in

 B
o

o
K

s
 S

p
r

in
g

/S
u

m
m

e
r

 2
0

17

16

 a  C o n v e r s at i o n  with 

THE LEAVERS is the winner of the 2016 PEN/Bellwether Prize, established by 
Barbara Kingsolver in 2000 to promote fiction that addresses issues of social 
justice. Kingsolver, the bestselling author of FLIGHT BEHAVIOR, THE LACUNA, 
and twelve other books, talked with Ko about her inspiration for her debut novel.

Barbara Kingsolver: The cultural and emotional 
challenges of adoption are a potential minefi eld, 
in literature and in life. Why did you decide to 
delve into such a fraught subject?

Lisa Ko: Minefi elds can make for good fi ction! 
Th e Leavers was inspired by recent, real-life stories 
of undocumented immigrant women whose U.S.-
born children were taken away from them and 
adopted by American families, while the women 
themselves were jailed or deported. It was this 
missionary-type attitude: We need to save these 
kids from their own culture and families. Th e kids 
are assimilable; the mothers are not. 

Today, we’re seeing more conscious eff orts 
from adoptive parents to celebrate racial diff er-
ence, rather than trying to ignore it. But choosing 
to adopt transracially as a symbol of diversity 
can be a kind of liberal racism in itself. 

With Th e Leavers, I want to decenter the nar-
rative of transracial adoption away from that of 
the adoptive parents. Instead, we need to privilege 
the voices of adoptees, who are oft en missing from 
the conversation or dismissed as being bitter if 
they’re honest or critical about their experiences. 

BK: Polly is one of the more remarkable, 
memorable, complicated characters I’ve read 
in a long time. How did you feel about her? 

“The Leavers is courageous, 
sensitive, and perfectly of 
this moment.”

—BarBara KinGsoLver
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Can you talk about your process of creating  
this seemingly selfish mother at the center  
of Deming’s longing? 

LK: Personally, I love Polly’s character. She’s the 
mouthy, adventurous badass I wish I was more of, 
and we need more portrayals of “selfish” wom-
en—mothers, in particular, can often be both 
despised and deified in the United States, making 
it difficult for them to simply be human. I wanted 
to create a character who was an immigrant and 
a mother, who was complex and imperfect and 
totally real.

BK: You write a lot about psychological dou-
blings in this story—both the mother, Peilan, 
and her son, Deming, develop two identities. At 
one point they even glimpse a mother and son 
who are their doppelgängers. Would you agree 
that this novel, among other things, is a study of 
how identity is formed as a function of fam-
ily and culture? What did you learn about that 
process during your research and writing?

LK: Definitely. I think it’s also a study of how 
identity, culture, and even family can be fluid, 
at both a gain and a loss. In some cases, we can 
choose to mix identity up to our advantage—
Peilan chooses a new name for herself. We can 
choose our own families. In other cases, we have 
less agency—Deming’s name is taken away from 
him. A name is more than just a name, of course, 
and for my characters, their new names are tied 
to geographical, linguistic, and cultural changes. 
There’s this melting-pot fantasy in the United 
States that immigrants can seamlessly melt into 
the dominant culture while simultaneously 

bestowing it with a dash of flavor—a recipe here, a 
restaurant there. But in reality, assimilation can be 
a lot more violent. With the doublings, I wanted to 
explore what’s betrayed in this, and at what cost.  

BK: Your novel certainly personalizes the effects 
of a hardline immigration policy in the United 
States. Did you realize the issue of immigration 
would be front and center in our politics when 
this book came out? 

LK: I started writing The Leavers in 2009, but 
looking back on the articles that inspired it, so 
little has changed. We’re still deporting hundreds 
of thousands of immigrants each year, or impris-
oning them at one of the many for-profit deten-
tion facilities outsourced from the U.S. govern-
ment to private prison corporations. (One thing 
that has changed is that there are more children 
being imprisoned.) You can be authorized to 
work, your legal status can be pending after you’ve 
followed the law and submitted your applications, 
and you can still be jailed and deported. Nearly 
a quarter of those deported are parents of U.S.-
born children who remain in the country, so you 
have all these families that have been permanently 
fractured. 

And these things don’t happen in a vacuum: 
trade agreements and the U.S. backing of wars  
and oppressive governments have helped create 
the need for people to seek economic opportuni-
ties elsewhere. 

I’m often bothered by this notion that litera-
ture shouldn’t be political. How can you separate 
art from the world it’s created in, and why would 
you want to? ■

“ When I founded the Bellwether 
Prize, I hoped to find and support 
writers who had the courage to 
tackle exactly the kind of risky, 
sensitive, topical subjects that 
you’ve undertaken in the Leavers.”

—BarBara KinGsoLver
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When a catastrophic solar storm 
brings about the collapse of modern 
civilization, an Amish community 

in Pennsylvania is caught up in the devastating 
aftermath. Once-bright skies are now dark. Planes 
have plummeted to the ground. The systems of 
modern life have crumbled. With their stocked 
larders and stores of supplies, the Amish are unaf-
fected at first. But as the English (the Amish name 
for all non-Amish people) become more and more 
desperate, they begin to invade Amish farms, tak-
ing whatever they want and unleashing unthink-
able violence on the peaceable community.

Seen through the diary of an Amish farmer 
named Jacob as he tries to protect his family and 
his way of life, When the English Fall examines 
the idea of peace in the face of deadly chaos: 
Should members of a nonviolent society defy 
their beliefs and take up arms to defend them-
selves? And if they don’t, can they survive?

David Williams’s debut novel is a thoroughly 
engrossing look into the closed world of the 
Amish, as well as a thought-provoking examina-
tion of “civilization” and what remains if the cen-
ter cannot hold. 

“ Apocalypses, as a genre, are about the stripping 
away of all of the fluff and pretense and getting 
down to what matters. We sense, somehow, 
that most of the madness of our modern lives is 
unnecessary, our stresses and rushing about all 
faintly superfluous. So we tell ourselves stories 
of what it would be like if we had to get back to 
basics, if all the rest were cast away.”  
—david WiLLiams

david wiLLiams

When the english Fall
a noveL

david wiLLiams is a teaching 
elder in the Presbyterian Church. 
He lives in Annandale, Virginia. 
He is the author of The Believer’s 
Guide to the Multiverse, a theo-
logical exploration of Christian 

faith and the cosmos. When the English Fall is  
his first novel.
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JuLY
fiCtion
256 pAgeS, 5½" x 8¼" 
iSBn 978-1-61620-522-5
$23.95 HArDCOVer
nO. 73522
WOrLD exCLuDing uk

e-BOOk iSBn 978-1-61620-708-3

Promotion & PuBLiCitY
•	5-city regional author tour
•	National print and online reviews, 

interviews, and features
•	National radio campaign, including 

NPR
•	Prepublication trade and 

consumer advertising
•	Promotion through early reader 

review programs, including 
Goodreads

•	Library marketing
•	Online marketing and social media 

campaign

A riveting novel that questions whether 
a peaceful and nonviolent community can survive 

when civilization falls apart.
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Bill Roorbach conjures vivid, complex 
characters whose layered interior worlds 
feel at once familiar and extraordinary. 

He first made his mark as the winner of an 
O. Henry Prize for one of his stories and the 
Flannery O’Connor Award for his first collection, 
Big Bend. His astounding new collection, The Girl 
of the Lake, captures a virtuoso in his prime. 

 Among the unforgettable characters 
Roorbach creates are an adventurous boy who 
learns what courage really is when an aging 
nobleman recounts history to him; a couple hik-
ing through the mountains whose vacation and 
relationship ends catastrophically; a teenager 
being pursued by three sisters all at once; a tech 
genius who exacts revenge on his wife and best 
friend over a stolen kiss from years past; and 
many more. These stories—some being pub-
lished for the first time, the rest originally from 
the Atlantic Monthly, Playboy, Ploughshares, the 
Missouri Review, Ecotone, and others—are as  
rich in scope, emotional, and unforgettable as Bill 
Roorbach’s novels. He has been called “a kinder, 
gentler John Irving . . . a humane and entertain-
ing storyteller with a smooth, graceful style” 
(the Washington Post), and his work has been 
described as “hilarious and heartbreaking,  
wild and wise” (Parade magazine), all of which  
is evident in every story in this arresting new  
collection.

Praise for BiLL roorBaCh:

“ A wonderful writer who obviously has many 
tricks up his sleeve.” —Newsday 

“ Roorbach is a humane and entertaining 
storyteller with a smooth, graceful style.”  
—The Washington Post

“ [Roorbach] seems to relish creating lushly bold 
biographies for his characters, then getting the 
shading right—carefully applying depth and 
warmth and pathos and strange tenderness.”  
—The New York Times Book Review

“ I’m not sure there’s another American writing 
today who can lay down a love story, or any 
story, with the depth and appeal and freshness 
of Bill Roorbach.” —Peter heller, author of  
The Dog Stars 

BiLL roorBaCh

The girl of the Lake
stories

BiLL roorBaCh is the author of 
numerous books of fiction and non-
fiction, including the bestselling Life 
Among Giants and The Remedy for 
Love. His work has been published 
in Harper’s, the Atlantic Monthly, 

Playboy, the New York Times Magazine, Granta, and 
elsewhere, and has been featured on NPR’s Selected 
Shorts. Life Among Giants was an Editor’s Pick for 
Amazon’s Best Books of 2012, a Shelf Awareness 
Top Ten Best Fiction for 2012, and the winner of 
the Maine Literary Award for Fiction. The Remedy 
for Love was a finalist for the 2014 Kirkus Prize for 
Fiction, an Amazon book of the month, and an Indie 
Next pick. His website is www.billroorbach.com.
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aLso By BiLL roorBacH:

THE REMEDY FOR LOVE
ISBN 978-1-61620-478-5
NO. 73478

June
fiCtion
256 pAgeS, 5½" x 8¼" 
iSBn 978-1-61620-332-0
$16.95 TrADe pAper OriginAL 
W/ FLApS
nO. 73332
WOrLD

e-BOOk iSBn 978-1-61620-709-0

Promotion & PuBLiCitY
•	National television, print, online, 

and radio campaign, including 
NPR

•	5-city author tour
•	Online marketing and social media 

campaign
•	Prepublication trade and 

consumer advertising

nine richly varied, often funny, always moving stories 
that cross a range of landscapes and generations to reveal 

the complex workings of the human heart.

LIFE AMONG GIANTS
ISBN 978-1-61620-324-5
NO. 73324
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in turn-of-the-century South Africa, fourteen-
year-old Lettie, her younger brother, and 
her mother are Dutch Afrikaner settlers 

who have been taken from their farm by British 
soldiers and are being held in a concentration 
camp. It is early in the Boer War, and Lettie’s 
father, grandfather, and brother are off fighting 
the British as thousands of Afrikaner women and 
children are detained. The camps are cramped 
and disease ridden; the threat of illness and star-
vation are ever present. Determined to dictate 
their own fate, Lettie and her family give each 
other strength and hope as they fight to survive 
amid increasingly dire conditions. 

Brave and defiant, Lettie finds comfort in 
memories of stargazing with her grandfather, 
in her plan to be a writer, and in surprising new 
friendships that will both nourish and challenge 
her. A beautiful testament to love, family, and 
sheer force of will, The Lost History of Stars was 
inspired by Dave Boling’s grandfather’s own 
experience as a soldier during the Boer War. 
Lettie is a figure of abiding grace, and her story is 
richly drawn and impossible to forget.

“ Aletta may lie on the dirt floor of a small 
tent, within guarded fences in the middle of 
the burned-out veld. But in her mind is the 
universe—a more welcoming place. So she 
wages her tiny war against the British Empire 
with her only weapons: hope and imagination.”  
—from The Lost History of Stars

dave BoLinG

The Lost History of Stars
a noveL

dave BoLinG is a sports  
writer based in Seattle, 
Washington. He is the author  
of one previous novel, Guernica, 
which won the 2009 Pacific 
Northwest Booksellers Association 
award for fiction and was a Barnes 

and Noble Discover Great New Writers selection. 
His website is www.daveboling.com.
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3p 
min

June
fiCtion
352 pAgeS, 6" x 9" 
iSBn 978-1-61620-417-4
$25.95 HArDCOVer
nO. 73417
WOrLD exCLuDing uk

e-BOOk iSBn 978-1-61620-714-4

Promotion & PuBLiCitY
•	5-city author tour
•	National television, print, online, 

and radio campaign, including 
NPR

•	Prepublication trade and 
consumer advertising

•	Promotion through early reader 
review programs, including 
Goodreads

•	Library marketing
•	Online marketing and social media 

campaign

From a forgotten moment in history comes 
an inspiring novel about fi nding strength and courage 

in the most unimaginable places. 
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For the inimitable Lee Smith, place is para-
mount. For forty-five years, her fiction 
has lived and breathed with the rhythms 

and people of the Appalachian South. But never 
before has she written her own story. 

In Dimestore, Smith travels back to Grundy, 
Virginia, a tiny mountain town of coal miners, 
tent revivals, mountain music, and her daddy’s 
dimestore. It was there—listening to customers 
and inventing adventures for the store’s dolls—
that she became a storyteller. Even when she was 
sent off to college to earn some “culture,” she 
understood that Grundy was a place she would 
never really leave behind. 

In essays brimming with honesty, wisdom, 
and her trademark charm and humor, Smith  
creates a moving personal portrait and a testa-
ment to embracing one’s heritage. Dimestore is 
also an inspiring story of the birth of a writer  
and a poignant look at a way of life that has all 
but vanished. 

“ With restrained prose and charming humor, 
[Smith] illuminates a way of life that has all  
but disappeared and explores the impulse to 
bear witness that underpins the storyteller in  
all of us.” —People, Book of the week

“ This memoir is Smith at her finest. There 
is not one false note in the book . . . Highly 
recommended.” —Library Journal, starred review

“ Both a gorgeous remembrance of an 
Appalachian girlhood and an engrossing look 
at the makings of a writer. Her recollections of 
Saturday-evening bluegrass, molded pink salad, 
small-town community before the age of Wi-Fi 
and the electrifying childhood thrill of finding 
a good book invite us to revisit our vanishing 
past.” —More magazine

“ A testament to the power of place.”  
—Garden & Gun

“ A warm, poignant read about a lost time and 
place, a love of books and a celebration of the 
quirks and oddities of home.”  
—Minneapolis Star Tribune

Lee smith

Dimestore
A Writer’s Life

Lee smith has written seventeen works of fiction, including 
Fair and Tender Ladies, Oral History, and most recently, Guests on 
Earth. Her novel The Last Girls was a New York Times bestseller 
as well as winner of the Southern Book Critics Circle Award. 
She lives in Hillsborough, North Carolina, with her husband, the 
writer Hal Crowther. Her website is www.leesmith.com.
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MRS. DARCY AND THE 
BLUE-EYED STRANGER
ISBN 978-1-61620-049-7
NO. 73049

feBruarY
memoir
224 pAgeS, 5½" x 8¼"
iSBn 978-1-61620-646-8
$15.95 TrADe pAper
nO. 73646
WOrLD

e-BOOk iSBn 978-1-61620-596-6

HC iSBn 978-1-61620-502-7
nO. 73502

Promotion & PuBLiCitY
•	Select author appearances
•	National print and online 

advertising
•	Online marketing and social media 

campaign
•	Paperback roundup features
•	Readers Round Table edition

“Smith delivers a memoir that shines with a bright spirit, 
a generous heart and an entertaining knack for 

celebrating absurdity.” —The New York Times Book Review

aLso By Lee smitH:

GUESTS ON EARTH
ISBN 978-1-61620-380-1
NO. 73380
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meridian Wallace is a spirited, driven 
young woman whose scientific ambi-
tions are subverted by the expecta-

tions of her era. In 1941, at seventeen years old, 
Meridian begins her ornithology studies at the 
University of Chicago. She is soon drawn to 
Alden Whetstone, a brilliant, complicated physics 
professor who opens her eyes to the poetry of his 
field and the delicate forces that allow a bird to fly. 

Entranced and in love, Meridian defers 
her own career and follows Alden west to Los 
Alamos, where he is engaged in a secret gov-
ernment project (later known to be the atomic 
bomb). In married life, though, she feels lost and 
left behind. She channels her academic ambitions 
into studying a particular family of crows, whose 
free life and companionship are the very things 
that seem beyond her reach. Eventually, amid the 
counterculture and war protests of the tumultu-
ous seventies, Meridian meets a young geologist 
and Vietnam veteran, and together they find 
ways to mend what the world has broken.

A sweeping debut that exquisitely captures the 
claustrophobic eras of 1940s and 1950s America, 
The Atomic Weight of Love also examines the 
changing roles of women during the decades that 
followed. And in Meridian Wallace, we find an 
unforgettable heroine whose inspiring journey 
shows how the women’s movement opened up the 
world for a lost generation.

#1 Indie Next Pick!

BooKseLLer Praise:

“ Incredible.” —Cindy dach, Changing hands,  
tempe, aZ 

“ A lovely debut novel about love and choices and 
the consequences of both.” —margie scott tucker, 
Books inc., san francisco, Ca 

“ A wonderful addition to women’s literature.”  
—Kathi Kirby, Powell’s Books, Portland, or 

“ Thought-provoking, entertaining, and heartfelt, 
this will be a book I recommend for years to 
come!” —andrea avantaggio, maria’s Bookshop, 
durango, Co 

“ A powerful novel . . . I loved the characters, 
the outfits, the gin, and most of all, The Atomic 
Weight of Love.” —annie Philbrick, Bank square 
Books, mystic, Ct 

“ I devoured The Atomic Weight of Love! What  
a great debut for book clubs.” —emily adams,  
third Place Books, Lake forest Park, wa

“ Put this debut at the top of your book club’s 
list.” —Beth Carpenter, the Country Bookshop, 
southern Pines, nC

“ I loved The Atomic Weight of Love! What a 
page-turner!” —Jennie waskey, Book Passage,  
Corte madera, Ca

eLiZaBeth J. ChurCh

The Atomic Weight of Love
a noveL
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marCh
fiCtion
368 pAgeS, 5½" x 8¼"
iSBn 978-1-61620-690-1
$15.95 TrADe pAper
nO. 73690
WOrLD exCLuDing uk/AnZ

e-BOOk iSBn 978-1-61620-611-6

HC iSBn 978-1-61620-484-6
nO. 73484

Promotion & PuBLiCitY
•	#1 Indie Next pick in hardcover
•	Select author appearances
•	National print and online 

advertising
•	Online marketing and social media 

campaign
•	Paperback roundup features
•	Readers Round Table edition
•	Reading group promotions and 

advertising online book club sites

“gracefully executed . . . meridian’s voice 
is poignant, a mixture of poetry and observation . . . 

An elegant glimpse into the evolution of love 
and womanhood.” —Kirkus Reviews

eLiZaBeth J. ChurCh has practiced law for more than thirty years 
and has written extensively for legal publications and scientifi c journals. 
Her short story “Skin Deep” won fi rst prize in Literal Latte’s 2001 fi ction 
contest, and “Lying with Dogs” was published in Natural Bridge in 
2002. She was born in Los Alamos, New Mexico, and lives there now.
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it was one small hilltop in a small, unnamed 
war in the late 1990s, but its effects are still 
felt worldwide today. The hill, in Lebanon, 

was called the Pumpkin; flowers was the military 
code word for “casualties.” Award-winning writer 
Matti Friedman was one of the young Israeli sol-
diers charged with holding this remote outpost, a 
task that would change them forever, wound the 
country in ways large and small, and foreshadow 
the unwinnable conflicts the United States con-
fronts to this day. 

Part memoir, part reportage, part history, 
Friedman’s powerful narrative captures the birth of 
today’s chaotic Middle East and the rise of a type 
of war in which there is no clear victor and media 
images can be as important as the battle itself. 

Raw and beautifully rendered, Pumpkinflowers 
will take its place among classic war narratives by 
George Orwell, Philip Caputo, Michael Herr, and 
Dexter Filkins. It is an unflinching look at the 
way we conduct war today.

matti friedman is the author of The Aleppo Codex, which won the 2014 
Sami Rohr Prize, the ALA’s Sophie Brody Medal, and the Canadian Jewish 
Book Award. A former correspondent for the Associated Press, he has reported 
from Egypt, Morocco, Lebanon, Moscow, and Washington, D.C., and his work 
has been published in the Atlantic, the New York Times, the Wall Street Journal, 
and other publications. His website is www.mattifriedman.com.

“ A book about young men transformed by war, 
written by a veteran whose dazzling literary gifts 
gripped my attention from the first page to the 
last.” —Bret stephens, The Wall Street Journal

“ A top-notch account of this under-analyzed 
war, persuasively arguing that it heralded a new 
style of combat in the Middle East, though no 
one knew it at the time.” —The New York Times

“ Reminiscent of novels by Denis Johnson 
and Robert Stone, linking combat’s violent 
absurdity to the traumatized perspectives 
of individual participants . . . A haunting yet 
wry tale . . . that can stand alongside the best 
narrative nonfiction coming out of Afghanistan 
and Iraq.” —Kirkus Reviews, starred review

“ A compelling narrative, freighted with explosive 
geopolitical implications.” —Booklist, starred review

“Friedman writes with great feeling and insight.” 
—The Christian Science Monitor

“This is the work of a first-class craftsman.” 
—Washington Independent Review of Books

matti friedman

pumpkinflowers
A Soldier’s Story
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aPriL
miLitarY historY/memoir
256 pAgeS, 5½" x 8¼"
iSBn 978-1-61620-691-8
$16.95 TrADe pAper
nO. 73691
WOrLD exCLuDing uk

e-BOOk iSBn 978-1-61620-608-6

HC iSBn 978-1-61620-458-7
nO. 73458 

Promotion & PuBLiCitY
•	Select author appearances
•	National print and online 

advertising
•	Nonfiction paperback roundup 

features
•	Online marketing and social media 

campaign
•	Readers Round Table edition

“Sober and striking . . . On a par with 
Tim O’Brien’s The Things They Carried.” 

—The New York Times Book Review

aLso By matti Friedman:
THE ALEPPO CODEX

ISBN 978-1-61620-278-1
NO. 73278
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in his latest historical novel, bestselling author 
Robert Morgan brings to full and vivid life 
the story of Jonah Williams, who, in 1850, on 

his eighteenth birthday, flees the South Carolina 
plantation on which he was born a slave. He 
escapes with only a few stolen coins, a knife, his 
will to survive, and the North Star as his guide. 
Hiding during the day and running through the 
night, Jonah is pursued by bounty hunters out to 
claim the reward on his head and, eventually, by 
a girl named Angel. Herself a slave, Angel has a 
remarkably free spirit, and in Jonah, she sees her 
own chance for freedom.

Breathtaking and poignant, Chasing the 
North Star is history at close range, a story deftly 
grounded in fact, fueled by Jonah and Angel’s 
gripping flight through a fearsome world. It is 
Robert Morgan at his considerable best.

“ A gorgeous book full of lush prose, compelling 
characters, and an epic journey across America 
ten years before the Civil War.”  
—Chicago Review of Books

“ Chasing the North Star is an epic journey, 
and Morgan’s vision of our dark past shines 
brilliantly detailed, deeply satisfying, and 
ultimately hopeful.” —Charles frazier, author of 
Nightwoods and Cold Mountain

“ A powerful, gripping, and unrelenting tale 
of wilderness survival under the most dire 
of circumstances in the pursuit of freedom: 
another outstanding work of historical fiction 
from Morgan.” —Kirkus Reviews

“ A convincing and richly imagined experience.”  
—Booklist, starred review

“ A rich, masterfully spun story.”  
—Washington Independent Review of Books

roBert morGan

Chasing the north Star
a noveL

roBert morGan is the award-winning author of six previous novels, 
three story collections, several volumes of poetry, and three works of non-
fiction, including two historical biographies. He lives in Ithaca, New York, 
where he is Kappa Alpha Professor of Literature at Cornell University. His 
website is www.robert-morgan.com.
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aPriL
fiCtion
320 pAgeS, 5½" x 8¼"
iSBn 978-1-61620-645-1
$15.95 TrADe pAper
nO. 73645
WOrLD

e-BOOk iSBn 978-1-61620-595-9

HC iSBn 978-1-56512-627-5
nO. 72627

Promotion & PuBLiCitY
•	Select author appearances
•	National print and online 

advertising
•	Paperback roundup features
•	Online marketing and social media 

campaign
•	Readers Round Table edition
•	Reading group promotions and 

advertising online book club sites

“An epic journey, vividly detailed, acutely satisfying, 
and ultimately hopeful.” —New York Journal of Books

aLso By roBert morGan:

THE ROAD FROM GAP CREEK
ISBN 978-1-61620-378-8
NO. 73378

GAP CREEK
ISBN 978-1-61620-176-0
NO. 73176

BOONE: A BIOGRAPHY
ISBN 978-1-56512-615-2
NO. 72615
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safety. Luxury. Manderley. 
Manderley Resort is a gleaming, new 

twenty-story hotel on the California coast. 
It’s about to open its doors, and the world—at 
least those with the means to afford it—will be 
welcomed into a palace of opulence and unparal-
leled security. But someone is determined that 
Manderley will never open. The staff has no idea 
that their every move is being watched, and over 
the next twelve hours they will be killed off, one 
by one.

Writing in the tradition of Edgar Allan Poe 
and Stephen King, and with a deep bow to 
Daphne du Maurier, author Gina Wohlsdorf 
combines narrative ingenuity, razor-wire prose, 
and a multifaceted love story into a shocking 
thriller unlike any other. Security marks the 
debut of a fearless and gifted writer.

“ [A] stellar debut.” —Publishers Weekly,  
starred review

“ A fast-paced, highly evolved thriller that clearly 
marks Wohlsdorf as a force to be reckoned 
with.” —New York Journal of Books 

“ Touching, violent, suspenseful, humorous and  
literary . . . Do. Not. Miss. This. One.”  
—Bookreporter.com 

“ One unforgettable reading experience.”  
—BookPage

Gina wohLsdorf

Security
a noveL

BooKseLLer Praise:

“ Utterly chilling. Paying tribute to classic horror 
stories like Stephen King’s The Shining and 
Alfred Hitchcock’s Psycho, Security is a uniquely 
compelling thriller.” —Jason foose, Changing 
hands Bookstore, tempe, aZ

“ What a great book! Wohlsdorf has told a tale 
with nonstop suspense, unanticipated turns and 
twists, and a love story.” —Karen shaver,  
the Poisoned Pen, scottsdale, aZ

“ The novel is terrifying, truly terrifying, but it’s 
also remarkably humorous. Wohlsdorf brings 
you to the edge of the cliff, ready to push you 
off, but temporarily saves you with her biting 
wit.” —emily russo, Print: a Bookstore,  
Portland, me

“ A totally unique and joyfully demented debut!” 
—seija emerson, university Book store, seattle, wa

“ What could have been a standard cliché story  
is told masterfully, making this one of the best 
thrillers I’ve read in a long time.”  
—maureen stinger, the fountain Bookstore, 
richmond, va

“ The terrifying plot, extraordinary narrator, 
and expert pacing make this a thrilling novel in 
every sense of the word.” —annie metcalf, magers 
& Quinn Booksellers, minneapolis, mn

“ Part Agatha Christie, part Psycho, all edge-
of-your-seat suspenseful!” —susan taylor, Book 
house of stuyvesant Plaza, albany, nY

S17_Catalog _L01.indd   32 8/12/16   3:47 PM



a
L

G
o

n
q

u
in

 B
o

o
K

s
  S

p
r

in
g

/S
u

m
m

e
r

 2
0

17

33

maY
fiCtion
256 pAgeS, 5½" x 8¼"
iSBn 978-1-61620-693-4
$15.95 TrADe pAper
nO. 73693
WOrLD

e-BOOk iSBn 978-1-61620-597-3

HC iSBn 978-1-61620-562-1
nO. 73562

Promotion & PuBLiCitY
•	Select author appearances
•	National print and online 

advertising
•	Paperback roundup features
•	Online marketing and social media 

campaign

“Flawless . . . Security is perfectly tuned for blockbuster 
status . . . They don’t make a hotel big enough to house all 

the people who will want to read this, and soon, as in manderley, 
all eyes will be on Wohlsdorf.” —Booklist, starred review

Gina wohLsdorf 
lives in Colorado. Th is is her 
fi rst novel. Her website is 
www.ginawohlsdorf.com.
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thinking she is merely checking in on a 
friend’s nonagenarian dad, Isabel has no 
idea that Edward will end up changing her 

life. Both are at a crossroads: he wants to follow 
his late wife to the grave, and she is ready to give 
up on love. Soon they are meeting weekly for 
glorious dinners that Edward prepares. Along 
the way he shares so much more than his recipes 
for apple galette or the perfect martini, or even 
his tips for deboning poultry—he teaches Isabel 
the luxury of slowing down, of thinking through 
what she does, of cutting life back to the bone 
and examining the guts, no matter how messy 
that proves to be.

Dinner with Edward is about love and nour-
ishment, and about how dinner with a friend 
can, in the words of M. F. K. Fisher, “sustain us 
against the hungers of the world.”

“ Who wouldn’t swoon over his dinners? . . .  
The story of their attachment unfolds like a 
genial dinner party where . . . the food goes 
deep and the host sets a buoyant tone. ”  
—The New York Times Book Review

“ Isabel Vincent delves deeply into matters of the 
kitchen and the heart with equal and unabashed 
passion. Rich with description of meals savored, 
losses grieved, and moments cherished, it’s at 
once tender, revealing, and utterly enchanting!”  
—Gail simmons, judge on Bravo’s Top Chef and author 
of Talking with My Mouth Full  

“ Life-affirming, with no soppy sentiment. We  
all should have an Edward.” —The Toronto Star

“ Food lovers will swoon from the first chapter 
. . . Readers will finish the book satisfied, yet 
wanting more.” —Publishers Weekly

“ [Dinner with Edward] is like Tuesdays with 
Morrie with gourmet dinners . . . The self-
taught chef taught the middle-aged journalist 
something about cooking but even more about 
appreciating life.” —Kirkus Reviews

“ This is a book full of life lessons, a reminder that 
no matter how old we grow, we still have much 
to share, and to learn.” —Library Journal 

isaBeL vinCent

Dinner with edward
A Story of an Unexpected Friendship
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isaBeL vinCent is an investigative reporter for the New York Post. 
Previously, she was a foreign correspondent. Th e author of four other books 
and the recipient of numerous journalism honors, her work has appeared in 
magazines and newspapers all over the world, including the New Yorker, the 
New York Times Magazine, L’Offi  ciel, and Time.

June
memoir
224 pAgeS, 5" x 7"
iSBn 978-1-61620-694-9
$14.95 TrADe pAper W/ FLApS
nO. 73694
WOrLD

e-BOOk iSBn 978-1-61620-604-8

HC iSBn 978-1-61620-422-8
nO. 73422

Promotion & PuBLiCitY
•	An Indie Next pick in hardcover
•	Select author appearances
•	National print and online 

advertising
•	Paperback roundup features
•	Online marketing and social media 

campaign

“Delightfully combining the warmheartedness 
of Tuesdays with Morrie with the sensual splendor of 

Julie and Julia, this is a memoir to treasure.”
 —Booklist, starred review
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it’s 1963, and Calvin Sidey, one of the last of 
the old cowboys, has long ago left his family 
to live a life of self-reliance out on the prai-

rie. But when his estranged son asks him to stay 
with his grandchildren, Ann and Will, for a week 
while he and his wife are away, Calvin reluctantly 
returns to the small town where he was once a 
mythic figure, the very home he once abandoned.

Trouble finds Calvin quickly when a boy’s 
attentions to seventeen-year-old Ann become 
increasingly aggressive and a group of reckless 
kids portend danger for eleven-year-old Will. 
Calvin knows only one way to solve problems:  
the Old West way, in which scores are settled, 
ultimatums are issued, and your gun is always 
loaded. And though he has his charms, in the 
changing culture of the 1960s, Calvin isn’t just 
a relic; he’s a wild card, a danger to himself and 
those who love him.

In As Good as Gone, Larry Watson captures 
our longing for the Old West and its heroes, and 
he challenges our understanding of loyalty and 
justice. Both tough and tender, it is a stunning 
achievement.

“ There’s a plainspoken toughness to this writer—
nothing of the lofty soliloquizing of Ivan Doig 
or the verbal dash of Thomas McGuane—that 
has led to him be overlooked in the large herd 
of fine Montana novelists . . . Satisfying drama 
from the intersection of Western mystique and 
middle-class reality.” —The Wall Street Journal

“ A suspenseful and evocative novel with stunning 
prose, painting strongly drawn characters facing 
daunting emotional, social and family conflicts.”  
—The Huffington Post

“ [A] remarkable novel. It is like watching the 
sunrises over the prairies of Montana about 
which Watson writes so eloquently.”  
—New York Journal of Books  

“ A captivating family drama.” —The Seattle Times

“ Powerful . . . Fine writing in the grand western 
tradition of William Kittredge and Mark 
Spragg.” —Booklist, starred review

“ With rugged prose as biting as a northern  
plains wind . . . Watson writes of people 
universal in their flaws and virtues, a 
community that cannot be defined or limited to 
one region or genre.” —The Washington Post  
Book World

“ [A] stunning novel . . . Powerful 
characterizations in the manner of Kent Haruf 
and Ivan Doig. Readers won’t get a novel any 
better than this.” —Library Journal, starred review

LarrY watson

As good as gone
a noveL
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June
fiCtion
368 pAgeS, 5½" x 8¼" 
iSBn 978-1-61620-695-6
$15.95 TrADe pAper
nO. 73695
WOrLD

e-BOOk iSBn 978-1-61620-600-0

HC iSBn 978-1-61620-571-3
nO. 73571

Promotion & PuBLiCitY
•	An Indie Next pick in hardcover
•	Select author appearances
•	National print and online 

advertising
•	Paperback roundup features
•	Online marketing and social media 

campaign
•	Readers Round Table edition
•	Reading group promotions and 

advertising online book club sites

“Watson is a naturally gifted storyteller, plainspoken 
and unpretentious, . . . [and] excellent at building 

suspense . . . His love of the West and the people who 
live there shines through.” —nPr.org

L arrY watson is the author of nine critically acclaimed and prize-
winning books, including the bestselling Montana 1948. His essays and 
book reviews have appeared in the Los Angeles Times, the Washington 
Post, the Chicago Sun-Times, the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel, and other 
periodicals. Raised in Bismarck, North Dakota, he and his wife now live 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. His website is www.larry-watson.com.

a
L

G
o

n
Q

u
in

 P
a

P
e

r
B

a
C

K

S17_Catalog _L01.indd   37 8/12/16   3:48 PM



a
L

G
o

n
q

u
in

 B
o

o
K

s
 S

p
r

in
g

/S
u

m
m

e
r

 2
0

17

38

STEPHANIE KNIPPER
the PeCuLiar miraCLes of antoinette martin
“Will keep readers turning the pages.” —Publishers Weekly

“Captivating . . . and fi nely written.” —Kirkus Reviews

Fiction • ISBN 978-1-61620-418-1, No. 73418 • E-book ISBN 978-1-61620-647-5 • $25.95 HC

G AYLE FORM AN
Leave me
“[A] deep-diving and highly entertaining read.” —Family Circle

“Will strike a chord with readers, especially those who enjoy Jennifer Weiner
and Meg Wolitzer.” —Booklist, starred review

“YA author Forman’s successful foray into adult fi ction . . . With humor and pathos, 
Forman depicts Maribeth’s complicated situation and her thoroughly satisfying 
arc, leaving readers feeling as though they’ve really accompanied Maribeth on her 
journey.” —Publishers Weekly

Fiction • ISBN 978-1-61620-617-8, No. 73617 • E-book ISBN 978-1-61620-648-2 • $26.95 HC

SUSAN RIVERS
the seCond mrs. hoCKadaY
“Evocative . . . Taut . . . [A] galvanizing historical portrait [that] mesmerizes and 
shocks.” —Booklist, starred review

Fiction • ISBN 978-1-61620-581-2, No. 73581 • E-book ISBN 978-1-61620-651-2 • $25.95 HC

C AROLINE LE AVIT T
CrueL BeautifuL worLd
“A fast-moving page-turner . . . Leavitt explores with a keen eye the intersection of 
love, family, and the anxiety of an era.” —Lily King, author of euphoria  

“At times hopeful and nihilistic, beautiful and savage, mesmerizing and dangerous.” 
—wiley Cash, New York Times bestselling author of A Land More Kind Than Home and This 
Dark Road to Mercy 

Fiction • ISBN 978-1-61620-363-4, No. 73363 • E-book ISBN 978-1-61620-605-5 • $26.95 HC

TOM MCALLISTER
the YounG widower’s handBooK
For Hunter Cady, meeting his wife, Kait, was the greatest thing that ever happened 
to him. When Kait dies quite suddenly, Hunter stumbles forward the only way he 
knows how: by running away. A funny, soulful love story about confronting the 
worst-case scenario and coming out on the other side.
Fiction • ISBN 978-1-61620-474-7, No. 73474 • E-book ISBN 978-1-61620-654-3 • $25.95 HC

STEPHANIE KNIPPER
the PeCuLiar miraCLes of antoinette martin
“Will keep readers turning the pages.” 

“Captivating . . . and fi nely written.”
Fiction • ISBN 978-1-61620-418-1, No. 73418 • E-book ISBN 978-1-61620-647-5 • $25.95 HC

G AYLE FORM AN

journey.”

reCent & forthCominG hardCover fiCtion
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L ARRY OL MSTED
reaL food / faKe food
Why You Don’t Know What You’re eating & What You Can Do About It
Featured on NPR’s Th e Diane Rehm Show and CBS Th is Morning and in Forbes, 
Esquire, Time, the Wall Street Journal, People, USA Today, the New York Post, the 
Boston Globe, Outside, Men’s Health, Bon Appetite, Serious Eats, and many others.

“Fascinating . . . Required reading for cooks who genuinely care about quality 
and health.” —Cooking Light

Cooking/Business • ISBN 978-1-61620-421-1, No. 73421 • E-book ISBN 978-1-61620-652-9 • $27.95 HC

B. BRE T T FINL AY, PhD, AND M ARIE-CL AIRE ARRIE TA , PhD
Let them eat dirt
Saving Your Child from an oversanitized World
“A must-read . . . Let Them Eat Dirt takes you inside a child’s gut and shows you 
how to give kids the best immune start early in life.” —william sears, md, 
coauthor, The Baby Book

Parenting/Health • ISBN 978-1-61620-649-9, No. 73649 • E-book ISBN 978-1-61620-671-0 • $26.95 HC

EL AINE KHOSROVA
Butter
A Rich History
“A fascinating, tasty read, edifying from every point of view—historical, cultural, 
and culinary. And what a bonus to have a collection of essential classic butter
recipes included.” —david tanis, author of A Platter of Figs and other Recipes

Cooking Narrative • ISBN 978-1-61620-364-1, No. 73364 • E-book ISBN 978-1-61620-650-5 • $25.95 HC

LYDIA REEDER
dust BowL GirLs
The Inspiring Story of the Team That Barnstormed Its Way 
to Basketball Glory
“For so long, women have been told they couldn’t or shouldn’t. In Dust Bowl Girls, 
Lydia Reeder tells the story of pioneers in women’s sport who refused to listen . . . 
A mix of history and sports thriller . . . It’s an inspiring story.” 
—Jen a. miller, author of Running: A Love Story

Sports History • ISBN 978-1-61620-466-2, No. 73466 • E-book ISBN 978-1-61620-653-6 • $26.95 HC

BILL SCHUT T
CanniBaLism
A Perfectly Natural History
“A deliciously entertaining smorgasbord of scientifi c reality. [Schutt] gives 
us a deeper insight into the way nature really works.” —darrin Lunde, 
museum specialist, smithsonian institution, and author of The Naturalist

Popular Science • ISBN 978-1-61620-462-4, No. 73462 • E-book ISBN 978-1-61620-655-0 • $26.95 HC

reCent & forthCominG hardCover nonfiCtion

a NeW YoRK TIMeS BestseLLer
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ALGONQUIN 
YOUNG 

READERS

ED TARKINGTON
onLY Love Can BreaK Your heart
“ A lush mystery-within-a-coming-of-age-tale-within-a-Southern-Gothic. If a 
book could have an Instagram fi lter, Tarkington’s would be set on something called 
‘Nostalgic’ . . . Interesting, readable and beautifully written.” —nPr Books

Fiction • ISBN 978-1-61620-526-3, No. 73526 • E-book ISBN 978-1-61620-541-6 • $15.95 PB

K AITLYN GREENIDGE
we Love You, CharLie freeman
“ Gripping . . . Terrifi cally auspicious . . . Ms. Greenidge has charted an ambitious 
course.” —Janet maslin, The New York Times

“ [A] wonderfully audacious debut novel . . . Buckle up for an unforgettable journey.” 
—essence

Fiction • ISBN 978-1-61620-644-4, No. 73644 • E-book ISBN 978-1-61620-607-9 • $15.95 PB

ELISABE TH TOVA BAILE Y
the sound of a wiLd snaiL eatinG
“ Beautiful.” —e. o. wilson

“ The author found solace—and good material—in watching a snail.” 
—People magazine

Nature/Memoir • ISBN 978-1-61620-642-0, No. 73642 • E-book ISBN 978-1-61620-024-4 • $14.95 PB

A . J . VERDELLE
the Good neGress
“ Truly extraordinary.” —toni morrison

“ A particularly accomplished debut . . . Strikingly original . . . Beautifully detailed.” 
—Publishers Weekly, starred review

Fiction • ISBN 978-1-61620-527-0, No. 73527 • E-book ISBN 978-1-56512-867-5 • $15.95 PB

THERESA BROWN
the shift
one Nurse, Twelve Hours, Four Patients’ Lives
“ An engrossing human drama.” —The Wall Street Journal

“ Brown does an excellent job of taking us moment by moment through her day . . . 
keeping the narrative fl owing. The reader feels her aff ection and deep sense of re-
sponsibility for her patients.” —Minneapolis Star Tribune

Medicine • ISBN 978-1-61620-602-4, No. 73602 • E-book ISBN 978-1-61620-542-3 • $15.95 PB

reCent & forthCominG PaPerBaCKs
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