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We Saw Scenery

The Early Diaries of Merrill Markoe
Merrill Markoe

Summary

In her first ever graphic memoir, four-time Emmy-winning comedy writer Merrill
Markoe unearths her treasured diaries, long kept under lock and key, to illustrate the
hilarious story of her preteen and teen years and how she came to realize that her
secret power was her humor. Wielding her layered and comically absurd style, Markoe
takes readers back through her time as a Girl Scout, where she learned that
"scouting" was really more about learning housewifery skills, to her earliest crushes
on uniquely awful boys and her growing obsession with television.

9781616209032
Pub Date: 10/27/2020 Ship
Date: 10/7/2020
$24.95
Hardcover - Paper Over Boards
272 Pages
full-color throughout
Carton Qty: 20
Comics & Graphic Novels /
Nonfiction CGN007010
8 in H | 6 in W

Much has changed in our world since Markoe wrote in her diaries, or has it? Climate
change wasn't yet a rallying call, but the growing hole in the ozone preoccupied
Markoe's young mind. No one was flocking to the desert for Burning Man, but Markoe
readily partook in the Ken Kesey Acid Test. As she charts the divide between her
adolescence and adulthood, Markoe questions and berates her younger self, revealing
how much is opaque to us in those young years.
Perfect for fans of Roz Chast, Allie Brosh, and Lynda Barry, We Saw Scenery is a
laugh-out-loud story of a girl growing up, told from the perspective of the woman she
became, and it will speak to all who wanted to understand themselves in the midst of
their own maturing.

Contributor Bio

Merrill Markoe was the head writer for the original The David Letterman Show; the
live NBC morning show was recognized with a Daytime Emmy Award. She shared in
three Primetime Emmy Awards for Outstanding Writing for a Variety Series for her
work on Late Night with David Letterman, where she created the segment "Stupid Pet
Tricks", as well as "Stupid Human Tricks" and "Viewer Mail." She won a Writer's Guild
award for her writing/performing work on HBO's Not Necessarily the News. She has
also written for TV shows such as Newhart, Sex and the City, and Moonlighting. She is
the author of four books of essays and four novels. Most recently, her cartoons have
appeared in The New Yorker.

Quotes

"Merrill Markoe's visual and written analyses of her childhood diaries are acute,
devastating, and hilarious."
―Mimi Pond, author of The Customer is Always Wrong

"A hilarious, poignant and perceptive portrait of a comedy writer as a young woman,
it showcases an overlooked facet of one of our most important artistic voices."
―Jason Zinoman, author of Letterman: The Last Giant of Late Night
"We Saw Scenery is revealing, sad, funny, and, above all, relatable. Merrill captures
the experience of a young woman finding-and holding onto-her own voice. And we're
all lucky she did."
―Nell Scovell, author of Just the Funny Parts

Marketing Plans
Select author appearances in Los Angeles, New York
National media campaign
20-city radio satellite tour
Extensive blog tour
National digital and social media advertising campaigns
Prepublication campaign, including widespread galley and bigmouth mailings
Promotions and partnerships with comedy and women's groups
Comprehensive social media campaign
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We Saw Scenery: Sample Spreads
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A Better Man

A (Mostly Serious) Letter to My Son
Michael Ian Black

Summary

"Thank you, Michael Ian Black, for challenging society's antiquated approach
to raising boys and deepening the conversation about what we actually want
for our kids. Sir, you are a good egg." —Samatha Bee, host of Full Frontal with
Samantha Bee

9781616209117
Pub Date: 9/15/2020
Ship Date: 8/12/2020
$24.95
Hardcover
304 Pages
Carton Qty: 12
Family & Relationships / Parenting
FAM020000
7 in H | 5 in W

In this thoughtful, inspiring, and deeply personal book, comedian, actor, and father
Michael Ian Black gets (mostly) serious about the trouble with masculinity. In the form
of a heartfelt letter to his college-bound son—but with ideas sure to resonate for many
parents—he reveals his own complicated relationship with his father, explores the
damage caused by the expectations placed on boys to "man up," and searches for the
best way to help his son be part of the solution, not the problem, in a world in which
the word "masculinity" now goes hand in hand with "toxic."
Part memoir, part advice book, Black delivers a poignant answer to an urgent
question: How can we be, and raise, better men? A Better Man is for parents, yes,
but it is also for anyone looking for a path forward as we navigate the complex
gender issues of our time.

Contributor Bio

Michael Ian Black is an actor, comedian, and writer who started his career with the
sketch comedy show The State, on MTV. His movie appearances include Wet Hot
American Summer, The Baxter, and Sextuplets. Black is the author of several books
for children, including the award-winning I'm Bored, I'm Sad, and I'm Worried. His
books for adults include the memoirs You're Not Doing It Right and Navel Gazing, and
the essay collection My Custom Van. As a stand-up comedian, Michael regularly tours
the country, and he has released several comedy albums.

Quotes

A BuzzFeed Most-Anticipated Book of the Year
"There's something for everyone in these pages. Hand this to anyone who loved David
Sedaris's Calypso." —Booklist, starred review
"Obviously, Michael Ian Black can be funny, but who knew he could write something
so raw, intimate, and true? A Better Man cracked me wide open, and it's a template
for the conversation we need to be having with our boys. So, if you have a son, are a
son, or know anyone who has ever been a son, just . . . please, read this book."
—Peggy Orenstein, bestselling author of Boys & Sex
"Both thoughtful and lighthearted, this work will appeal to anyone interested in
masculinity and modern gender roles." —Library Journal

Marketing Plans
13-city national tour: NYC, Boston, Philadelphia, DC, Los Angeles, San
Francisco, Seattle, Chicago, Minneapolis, Atlanta, Dallas, St. Louis, Kansas City
Moved from Spring 2020 list to Fall 2020 list so that the author can tour
National media campaign, including print, online, TV, radio, and podcasts
20-city national radio satellite tour
Prepublication industry buzz campaign, including author appearances and galley
giveaways at ABA Winter Institute and ALA Midwinter
Prepublication activation campaign for consumers, including targeted outreach
and giveaways via Goodreads and through the author's social media
National print and digital advertising campaign
Signed stock promotion
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Impersonation
Heidi Pitlor

Summary

"By turns revealing, hilarious, dishy, and razor-sharp, Impersonation lives in
that rarest of sweet spots: the propulsive page-turner for people with high
literary standards." —Rebecca Makkai, author of The Great Believers
Allie Lang is a professional ghostwriter and a perpetually broke single mother to a
young boy. Years of navigating her own and America's cultural definition of
motherhood have left her a lapsed idealist. Lana Breban is a high-profile lawyer,
economist, and advocate for women's rights with designs on elected office. She also
has a son. Lana and her staff have decided she needs help softening her image in the
eyes of the public and that a memoir about her life as a mother will help.

9781616207915
Pub Date: 8/18/2020
Ship Date: 7/29/2020
$26.95
Hardcover
336 Pages
Carton Qty: 12
Fiction / Contemporary Women
FIC044000
9 in H | 6 in W

Also Available:
9781616205317
Pub Date: 1/5/2016
$15.95 USD
272 pages
Trade Paperback
Carton Qty: 24
Fiction

Allie struggles to write Lana's book as obstacles pile up: not enough childcare,
looming deadlines, an unresponsive subject, an ill-defined romantic relationship on
the verge of slipping away. Eventually, Lana comes to require far too much of Allie
and even her son. Allie's ability to stand up for herself and ask for all that she
deserves will ultimately determine the power that she can wield over her own life.
With the satirical eye of Tom Perrotta's Mrs. Fletcher and the incisiveness of Meg
Wolitzer's The Female Persuasion, acclaimed writer Heidi Pitlor tells a timely, bitingly
funny, and insightful story of ambition, motherhood, and class.

Contributor Bio

Heidi Pitlor is the author of the novels The Birthdays and The Daylight Marriage. She
has been the series editor of The Best American Short Stories since 2007. Her writing
has been published in the New York Times, the Boston Globe, the Huffington Post,
Ploughshares, and the anthologies It Occurs to Me That I Am America and Labor Day.
She lives outside Boston.

Quotes

"Smart, funny, and provocative . . . As page-turningly readable as it is relatable."
—Jessica Shattuck, author of The Women in the Castle
"A terrific read that will have you hooked from page one."
—Kate Walbert, author of A Short History of Women
"Impersonation is the book we need now . . . Provocative, heartfelt, and often
hilarious." —Anna Solomon, author of The Book of V
"With refreshing humor and an endearing charm all her own, Heidi Pitlor delivers a
zeitgeisty novel about the struggles of anonymity, accountability, modern-day
mothering, and making ends meet in the gig economy."
—Christopher Castellani, author of Leading Men

Marketing Plans
Author appearances in New York, DC, and throughout New England
Submitting for fall literary festivals
National media campaign, including TV, radio, and podcast interviews
National print and online campaign, including reviews and original essays
Extensive blog/bookstagrammer tour
National digital and social media advertising campaigns
Prepublication campaign, including galley giveaways, promotion at fall regionals,
and industry advertising
Book club kit with discussion questions, author essay, and more
Reading group promotions and advertising on top book club sites
Comprehensive social media campaign
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His Only Wife
Peace Adzo Medie

Summary

“Elikem married me in absentia; he did not come to our wedding.”
Afi Tekple is a young seamstress whose life is narrowing rapidly. She lives in a small
town in Ghana with her widowed mother, spending much of her time in her uncle
Pious’s house with his many wives and children. Then one day she is offered a
life-changing opportunity—a proposal of marriage from the wealthy family of Elikem
Ganyo, a man she doesn’t truly know. She acquiesces, but soon realizes that Elikem
is not quite the catch he seemed. He sends a stand-in to his own wedding, and only
weeks after Afi is married and installed in a plush apartment in the capital city of
Accra does she meet her new husband. It turns out that he is in love with another
woman, whom his family disapproves of; Afi is supposed to win him back on their
behalf. But it is Accra that eventually wins Afi’s heart and gives her a life of
independence that she never could have imagined for herself.
9781616209155
Pub Date: 9/1/2020
Ship Date: 8/12/2020
$25.95
Hardcover
288 Pages
Carton Qty: 12
Fiction / Family Life
FIC045010
8.3 in H | 5.5 in W

A brilliant scholar and a fierce advocate for women’s rights, author Peace Adzo Medie
infuses her debut novel with intelligence and humor. For readers of Chimamanda
Ngozi Adichie and Candice Carty-Williams, His Only Wife is the story of an indomitable
and relatable heroine that illuminates what it means to be a woman in a rapidly
changing world.

Contributor Bio

Peace Adzo Medie is a Ghanaian writer and Senior Lecturer in Gender and
International Politics at the University of Bristol in England. Prior to that she was a
Research Fellow at the University of Ghana. She has published several short stories,
and her book, Global Norms and Local Action: The Campaigns to End Violence Against
Women in Africa will be published by Oxford University Press in 2020. She is an
award-winning scholar and has been awarded several fellowships. She holds a PhD in
Public and International Affairs from the University of Pittsburgh and a BA in
Geography from the University of Ghana. She was born in Liberia.

Quotes

“A hilarious, page-turning, sharply realized portrait of modern womanhood in the most
infuriating of circumstances. A gem of a debut.”
—Wayetu Moore, author of She Would Be King

Marketing Plans
Select author appearances in New York; Boston; Washington, DC; and San
Francisco
National media campaign, including TV, radio, and podcast interviews
National print and online campaign, including reviews, features, and original
essays
Extensive blog/bookstagrammer tour
National digital and social media advertising campaigns targeting readers of
Oprah’s Book Club and Reese’s book club titles, #ownvoices, Bustle, Refinery29,
Jezebel, and Americanah
Prepublication campaign, including widespread galley mailings, industry
advertising, and dedicated retail e-blast
Prepublication activation campaign for consumers, including targeted outreach
and monthly giveaways via Goodreads and LibraryThing
Book club kit with discussion questions and highlights on Ghanaian culture
Reading group promotions and advertising on top book club sites
Comprehensive social media campaign, including prepublication outreach to
bookstagrammers and Hear Our Voices influencers
Quote graphics campaign, including Algonquin’s social media platforms,
Edelweiss, and e-newsletters
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Down Along with That Devil's Bones

A Reckoning with Monuments, Memory, and the Legacy of White Supremacy
Connor Towne O'Neill

Summary

"We can no longer see ourselves as minor spectators or weary watchers of
history after finishing this astonishing work of nonfiction."
—Kiese Laymon, author of Heavy
In Down Along with That Devil's Bones, journalist Connor Towne O'Neill takes a deep
dive into American history, exposing the still-raging battles over monuments
dedicated to one of the most notorious Confederate generals, Nathan Bedford Forrest.
Through the lens of these conflicts, O'Neill examines the legacy of white supremacy in
America, in a sobering and fascinating work sure to resonate with readers of Tony
Horwitz, Timothy B. Tyson, and Robin DiAngelo.

9781616209100
Pub Date: 10/13/2020
Ship Date: 9/23/2020
$26.95
Hardcover
272 Pages
Carton Qty: 12
History / Social History
HIS054000
8.3 in H | 5.5 in W

When O'Neill first moved to Alabama, as a white Northerner, he felt somewhat
removed from the racism Confederate monuments represented. Then one day in
Selma, he stumbled across a group of citizens protecting a monument to Forrest, the
officer who became the first Grand Wizard of the Ku Klux Klan and whom William
Tecumseh Sherman referred to as "that devil." O'Neill sets off to visit other disputed
memorials to Forrest across the South, talking with men and women who believe they
are protecting their heritage, and those who have a different view of the man's
poisonous history.
O'Neill's reporting and thoughtful, deeply personal analysis make it clear that white
supremacy is not a regional affliction but is in fact coded into the DNA of the entire
country. Down Along with That Devil's Bones presents an important and eye-opening
account of how we got from Appomattox to Charlottesville, and where, if we can truly
understand and transcend our past, we could be headed next.

Contributor Bio

Connor Towne O'Neill's writing has appeared in New York magazine, Vulture, Slate,
RBMA, and the Village Voice, and he works as a producer on the NPR podcast White
Lies. Originally from Lancaster, Pennsylvania, he lives in Auburn, Alabama, where he
teaches at Auburn University and with the Alabama Prison Arts + Education Project.
This is his first book.

Quotes

"A vital history, reported with clarity and rich in insight."
—Jim Grimsley, author of How I Shed My Skin

Marketing Plans
8-city tour: Auburn, Birmingham, Atlanta, Nashville, Memphis, Oxford, Jackson,
and New Orleans
National media campaign, including TV, radio, and podcast interviews
20-city radio satellite tour
National print and online campaign, including reviews and features
National digital and social media advertising campaign targeting readers
interested in white privilege, civil rights, and Civil War history
Prepublication campaign, including widespread galley mailings, author
appearance at fall regionals, industry advertising, and dedicated retail e-blast
Prepublication activation campaign for consumers, including targeted outreach
and giveaways via Goodreads and LibraryThing
Book club kit with historical information and other background material
Promotions and partnerships with civil rights, social justice, and historical
groups
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Big Girl, Small Town
Michelle Gallen

Summary

"Darkly hilarious . . . Wildly entertaining." —The Guardian
Meet Majella O'Neill, a heroine like no other, in this captivating Irish debut that
has been called Milkman meets Derry Girls
Majella is happiest out of the spotlight, away from her neighbors' stares and the
gossips of the small town in Northern Ireland where she grew up during the Troubles.
She lives a quiet life caring for her alcoholic mother, working in the local chip shop,
watching the regular customers come and go. She wears the same clothes each day
(overalls, too small), has the same dinner each night (fish and chips, microwaved at
home after her shift ends), and binge-watches old videotapes of the same show
(Dallas, best show on TV) from the comfort of her bed.
9781643750897
Pub Date: 12/1/2020
Ship Date: 11/4/2020
$16.95
Trade Paperback
320 Pages
Carton Qty: 24
Fiction / Coming Of Age
FIC043000
8.3 in H | 5.5 in W

But underneath Majella's seemingly ordinary life are the facts that she doesn't know
where her father is and that every person in her town has been changed by the
lingering divide between Protestants and Catholics. When Majella's predictable
existence is upended by the death of her granny, she comes to realize there may be
more to life than the gossips of Aghybogey, the pub, and the chip shop. In fact, there
just may be a whole big world outside her small town.
Told in a highly original voice, with a captivating heroine readers will love and root for,
Big Girl, Small Town will appeal to fans of Sally Rooney, Ottessa Moshfegh, and
accessible literary fiction with an edge.

Contributor Bio

Michelle Gallen was born in County Tyrone in the mid 1970s and grew up during the
Troubles a few miles from the border between what she was told was the"'Free" State
and the "United" Kingdom. She studied English literature at Trinity College Dublin and
won several prestigious prizes as a young writer. Following a devastating brain injury
in her midtwenties, she co-founded three award-winning companies and won
international recognition for digital innovation. She now lives in Dublin with her
husband and kids.

Quotes

"Sinead Moriarty's endorsement 'Milkman meets Derry Girls' is as accurate as you'll
get. But Big Girl, Small Town is even funnier than Derry Girls, while being just as
fraught as Anna Burns's Booker Prize winner." —The Irish Independent
"Engaging and satisfying." —The Daily Mail
"A confident debut with a very memorable protagonist." —The Irish Times

Marketing Plans
Select author appearances, including New York, Boston, and Philadelphia
National media campaign, including TV, radio, and podcast interviews
National print and online campaign, including reviews and features
Extensive blog/bookstagrammer tour
National digital and social media advertising campaigns targeting literary fiction
readers, top women's and literary sites, and fans of Derry Girls and Fleabag
Prepublication campaign, including galley giveaways, industry advertising, and
dedicated retail e-blast
Book club kit, including discussion questions and glossary of Irish slang
Reading group promotions and advertising on top book club sites
Comprehensive social media campaign
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Love, Zac

Small-Town Football and the Life and Death of an American Boy
Reid Forgrave

Summary

"A monumental achievement of deep reporting and expert storytelling."
—Michael Sokolove, author of The Last Temptation of Rick Pitino
"I just can't live with this pain anymore," were among the final words in the diary of
Zac Easter, a young man from small-town Iowa. In December 2015, Zac decided to
take his own life rather than continue his losing battle against the traumatic brain
injuries he had sustained as a no-holds-barred high school football player. In this
deeply reported and powerfully moving true story, award-winning sportswriter Reid
Forgrave speaks to Zac's family, friends, and coaches; he explores Zac's tightly knit,
football-obsessed Midwestern community; he interviews cutting-edge brain scientists,
psychologists, and sports historians; and he takes a deep dive into the triumphs and
sins of the sports entertainment industry.
9781616209087
Pub Date: 9/8/2020
Ship Date: 8/12/2020
$27.95
Hardcover
288 Pages
Carton Qty: 12
Sports & Recreation / Football
SPO015000
9 in H | 6 in W

Forgrave shows us how football mirrors America, from the fighting spirit it has helped
inscribe in our national character to the problematic side effects of traditional notions
of manhood that it affirms. But, above all, this is a story of how one young man's
obsession with football led him and many of those entrusted with his care to ignore
the warning signs of CTE until it was too late. What do Zac's life and death mean for
a society addicted to a sport that can be thrilling and character forming but also
dangerous and sometimes tragic for those who play it?
Eye-opening, important, and ultimately inspiring, Love, Zac challenges us to think
carefully about the values we as a nation want to instill in future generations.

Contributor Bio

Reid Forgrave writes about sports and other topics for GQ, the New York Times
Magazine, and Mother Jones, among other publications. He has covered the NFL and
college football for FoxSports.com and CBS Sports, and he currently writes for the
Star Tribune in Minneapolis. The article in which he first wrote about Zac Easter is
included in Best American Sports Writing 2018. A past life found him working at the
Des Moines Register in Iowa, where he wrote long-form narrative journalism and
covered the state's first-in-the-nation presidential caucuses. Forgrave lives in
Minneapolis with his wife and two sons. Love, Zac is his first book.

Quotes

"An in-depth exploration not only of football and its risks, but of the empty-calorie
culture into which we are driving young men. It will leave you unable to ever watch a
football game—at any level—the same way again."
—Brian Alexander, author of Glass House

Marketing Plans
A portion of the proceeds from sales of Love, Zac will go to CTE Hope
(ctehope.com), founded by those who knew and loved Zac Easter
6-city tour: Minneapolis, Iowa City, Chicago, Pittsburgh, Dallas, and New York
National media campaign, including TV, radio, and podcast interviews
20-city radio satellite tour
National print and online campaign, including reviews and original essays
National digital and social media advertising campaigns targeting nonfiction
readers and literary, sports, and parenting sites
Prepublication campaign, including galley giveaways, promotion at fall regional
trade shows, industry advertising, and dedicated retail e-blast
Positioning for Indies Introduce, B&N Discover, and Amazon's Debut Spotlight
Promotions and partnerships with sports safety, parenting, and concussion/CTE
awareness groups
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At the Edge of the Haight
Katherine Seligman

Summary

Winner of the 2019 PEN/Bellwether Prize for Socially Engaged Fiction
Maddy Donaldo, homeless at twenty, has made a family of sorts in the dangerous
spaces of San Francisco's Golden Gate Park. She knows whom to trust, where to eat,
when to move locations, and how to take care of her dog. It's the only home she has.

9781643750231
Pub Date: 1/19/2021
Ship Date: 12/16/2020
$26.95
Hardcover
368 Pages
Carton Qty: 12
Fiction / Coming Of Age
FIC043000
8.3 in H | 5.5 in W

Also Available:

When she unwittingly witnesses the murder of a young homeless boy and is seen by
the perpetrator, her relatively stable life is upended. Suddenly, everyone from the
police to the dead boy's parents want to talk to Maddy about what she saw. As adults
pressure her to give up her secrets and reunite with her own family before she meets
a similar fate, Maddy must decide whether she wants to stay lost or be found. Against
the backdrop of a radically changing San Francisco, a city which embraces a booming
tech economy while struggling to maintain its culture of tolerance, At the Edge of the
Haight follows the lives of those who depend on makeshift homes and communities.
As judge Hillary Jordan says, "This book pulled me deep into a world I knew little
about, bringing the struggles of its young, homeless inhabitants—the kind of people we
avoid eye contact with on the street—to vivid, poignant life. The novel demands that
you take a close look. If you knew, could you still ignore, fear, or condemn them? And
knowing, how can you ever forget?"

Contributor Bio

Katherine Seligman is a journalist and author who lives in San Francisco. She has
been a writer at the San Francisco Chronicle Magazine, a reporter at the San
Francisco Examiner, and a correspondent at USA Today. Her work has appeared in
Redbook, Life, Money, California Magazine, the anthology Fresh Takes, and elsewhere.

Marketing Plans
9781616208042
Pub Date: 4/24/2018
$15.95 USD
368 pages
Trade Paperback
Carton Qty: 24
Fiction

9781565126770
Pub Date: 3/17/2009
$15.95 USD
368 pages
Trade Paperback
Carton Qty: 24
Fiction

9781616200152
Pub Date: 1/11/2011
$15.95 USD
272 pages
Trade Paperback
Carton Qty: 24
Fiction

7-City Tour: San Francisco, Los Angeles, San Diego, Portland, Seattle, Denver,
and Austin
Author appearances at spring literary festivals
National media campaign, including TV, radio, and podcast interviews
National print and online campaign, including reviews and original essays
Extensive blog/bookstagrammer tour
National digital and social media advertising campaigns targeting readers of
literary, women's, and YA-crossover fiction
Prepublication campaign, including author appearances at fall regionals, industry
advertising, and dedicated retail e-blast
Prepublication activation campaign for consumers, including targeted outreach
and monthly giveaways via Goodreads and LibraryThing
Positioning for Indie Next, B&N Discover, and Amazon's Debut Spotlight
Relaunched PEN/Bellwether campaign highlighting previous winners with new
branding, events, and promotions
Book club kit with discussion questions and advocacy information
Reading group promotions and advertising on top book club sites
Promotions and partnerships with homelessness and youth services groups
Comprehensive social media campaign, including prepublication outreach to
bookstagrammers
Quote graphics campaign, including Algonquin's social media platforms,
Edelweiss, and e-newsletters
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The Fortunate Ones
Ed Tarkington

Summary

"Tarkington's writing . . . calls to mind a young Pat Conroy." —Garden & Gun
When Charlie Boykin was young, he'd thought his life with his single mother was
really just fine. But when his mother's connections get Charlie into boarding school
and give them access to the upper echelons of Nashville society, Charlie falls under
the spell of all that a life among the wealthy can mean. Increasingly attached to
another boy, Arch Creigh, Charlie learns how morality has little to do with life in Belle
Meade. On into college and after, Charlie aids Arch in his pursuit of a Senate seat,
only to be pulled into a growing web of deceit. The novel examines the questions:
Why do the poor love the rich? And why do we envy and worship a class of people
that so often exhibits the worst excesses and the lowest morals?

9781616206802
Pub Date: 1/5/2021
Ship Date: 12/16/2020
$26.95
Hardcover
288 Pages
Carton Qty: 12
Fiction / Family Life
FIC045000
8.3 in H | 5.5 in W

For fans of Ann Patchett's Commonwealth and Kevin Wilson's Nothing to See Here,
The Fortunate Ones is an engrossing story of class, love, and loyalty.

Contributor Bio

Ed Tarkington received a BA from Furman University, an MA from the University of
Virginia, and a PhD from the Graduate Creative Writing Program at Florida State. A
frequent contributor to Chapter16.org, his articles, essays, and stories have appeared
in Nashville Scene, the Memphis Commercial Appeal, the Pittsburgh Quarterly, the
Southeast Review, and other publications. A native of Central Virginia, he lives in
Nashville, Tennessee.

Quotes

Praise for Only Love Can Break Your Heart:

Also Available:
9781616205263
Pub Date: 11/15/2016
$15.95 USD
336 pages
Trade Paperback
Carton Qty: 24
Fiction

"A lush mystery-within-a-coming-of-age-tale-within-a-Southern-Gothic . . . Beautifully
written." —NPR Books
"A pitch-perfect first novel." —Chicago Tribune
"All good fiction is about blood, love or money . . . Tarkington has hit the trifecta with
his soulful first novel." —Minneapolis Star Tribune
"Readers who can't get enough of Wiley Cash, Ron Rash, and Brian Panowich will
delight in discovering this fine new writer." —Library Journal (starred review)

Marketing Plans
8-city tour: Nashville, Atlanta, Memphis, Oxford, Jackson, New Orleans, Raleigh,
and Chattanooga
National media campaign, including TV, radio, and podcast interviews
National print and online campaign, including reviews, features, and original
essays
Extensive blog/bookstagrammer tour
National digital and social media advertising campaigns
Prepublication campaign, including widespread galley mailings, author
appearance at fall regionals, industry advertising, and dedicated retail e-blast
Prepublication activation campaign for consumers, including targeted outreach
and monthly giveaways via Goodreads and LibraryThing
Early outreach to booksellers and Indie Next campaign
E-book promotion of Only Love Can Break Your Heart featuring an excerpt
Comprehensive social media campaign, including prepublication outreach to
bookstagrammers
Quote graphics campaign, including Algonquin’s social media platforms,
Edelweiss, and e-newsletters

11

Fall 2020: Algonquin Books

Paper Bullets

Two Artists Who Risked Their Lives to Defy the Nazis
Jeffrey H. Jackson

Summary

"A Nazi resistance story like none you've ever heard or read."
—Hampton Sides, author of Ghost Soldiers and On Desperate Ground
"Every page is gripping, and the amount of new research is nothing short of
mind-boggling. A brilliant book for the ages!"
—Douglas Brinkley, author of American Moonshot

9781616209162
Pub Date: 11/10/2020
Ship Date: 10/7/2020
$27.95
Hardcover
336 Pages
Carton Qty: 12
History / Europe
HIS015070
9 in H | 6 in W

Paper Bullets is the first book to tell the history of an audacious anti-Nazi campaign
undertaken by an unlikely pair: two French women, Lucy Schwob and Suzanne
Malherbe, who drew on their skills as Parisian avant-garde artists to write and
distribute "paper bullets"—wicked insults against Hitler, calls to rebel, and subversive
fictional dialogues designed to demoralize Nazi troops occupying their adopted home
on the British Channel Island of Jersey. Devising their own psyops campaign, they
slipped their notes into soldier'spockets or tucked them inside newsstand magazines.
Hunted by the secret field police, Lucy and Suzanne were finally betrayed in 1944,
when the Germans imprisoned them, and tried them in a court martial, sentencing
them to death for their actions. Ultimately they survived, but even in jail, they
continued to fight the Nazis by reaching out to other prisoners and spreading a
message of hope.
Better remembered today by their artist names, Claude Cahun and Marcel Moore, the
couple's actions were even more courageous because of who they were: lesbian
partners known for cross-dressing and creating the kind of gender-bending work that
the Nazis would come to call "degenerate art." In addition, Lucy was half Jewish, and
they had communist affiliations in Paris, where they attended political rallies with
Surrealists and socialized with artists like Gertrude Stein.
Paper Bullets is a compelling World War II story that has not been told before, about
the galvanizing power of art, and of resistance.

Contributor Bio

Jeffrey H. Jackson is Professor of History at Rhodes College in Memphis,
Tennessee. An expert on European history and culture, he is the author of Paris
Under Water: How the City of Light Survived the Great Flood of 1910 and Making
Jazz French: Music and Modern Life in Interwar Paris. Jackson, a sought after public
speaker and commentator who has appeared in documentary films and on television
and radio, helped develop an episode of PBS's Great Performances entitled "Harlem
in Montmartre: A Paris Jazz Story".

Quotes

"A must-read for anyone interested in World War II, resistance, women's history, or
the defense of democratic ideals during times of tyranny and oppression."
—Michael D. Bess, author of Choices Under Fire

Marketing Plans
Select author appearances in Memphis, Nashville, Atlanta, and Washington, DC
Submitting for fall literary festivals and the Jewish Book Network
National media campaign, including TV, radio, and podcast interviews
National print and online campaign, including reviews and original essays
Extensive blog tour
National digital and social media advertising campaign
Prepublication campaign, including galley giveaways and industry advertising
Promotions and partnerships with LGBTQ, WWII history, and art history groups
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Fall 2020: Algonquin Books

Made in China

A Prisoner, an SOS Letter, and the Hidden Cost of America’s Cheap Goods
Amelia Pang

Summary

"Moving and powerful."
—Chris Hedges, Pulitzer Prize winning journalist and author
In 2012, an Oregon mother named Julie Keith opened up a package of Halloween
decorations. The cheap foam headstones had been $5 at Kmart, too good a deal to
pass up. But when she opened the box, something fell out that she wasn't expecting:
an SOS letter, handwritten in broken English by the prisoner who'd made and
packaged the items.

9781616209179
Pub Date: 2/2/2021
Ship Date: 1/6/2021
$27.95
Hardcover
304 Pages
Carton Qty: 12
Business & Economics/
Globalization
BUS113000
9 in H | 6 in W

In Made in China, investigative journalist Amelia Pang pulls back the curtain on the
labor camps that create the home goods we buy at Kmart, the fast fashion we buy at
H&M, and a shocking number of other products besides. The book follows the life of
Sun Yi, the Chinese engineer who wrote the note after finding himself a political
prisoner, locked in a gulag for joining a forbidden meditation practice and
campaigning for the freedom to do so. There he worked alongside petty criminals,
civil rights activists, and anyone else the Chinese government decided to "reeducate,"
carving foam gravestones and stitching clothing for more than fifteen hours a day.
In chasing this story, journalist Amelia Pang has conducted extensive interviews with
Sun Yi and the people who knew him. She also identified and interviewed others who
endured similar horrors, and who inflicted them. And she traveled to China to follow
falsified supply chains herself, tracking trucks from labor camps to warehouses. The
story she uncovers is a call to action, urging the American consumer to ask more
questions and demand more answers from the companies they patronize.

Contributor Bio

Amelia Pang is an award-winning journalist who has written for publications such as
Mother Jones and the New Republic. She has covered topics ranging from organic
import fraud to the prevalence of sexual violence on Native American reservations.
In 2017, the Los Angeles Press Club awarded her first place in investigative journalism
for her undercover reporting on the exploitation of smuggled immigrants who are
recruited to work in Chinese restaurants. Amelia grew up in a Mandarin-speaking
household in Maryland, and holds a BA in literary studies from the New School.
She lives near Washington, DC, with her husband, an organic farmer. This is her
first book.

Marketing Plans
Select author appearances in Washington, DC; New York; Baltimore;
Philadelphia; and Boston
National media campaign, including TV, radio, and podcast interviews
20-city radio satellite tour
National print and online campaign, including reviews, features, and original
essays
National digital and social media advertising campaign
Prepublication campaign, including widespread galley mailings
Prepublication activation campaign for consumers\
Promotions and partnerships with human rights organizations, consumer
awareness groups, and ethical manufacturers
Resource guide to responsible shopping and human rights groups
Comprehensive social media campaign
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Fall 2020: Algonquin Books

Let's Get Back to the Party
Zak Salih

Summary

Set in the year between the 2015 Supreme Court marriage equality ruling and the
2016 Pulse nightclub massacre, Let’s Get Back to the Party explores the intertwined
lives of two gay men named Sebastian Mote and Oscar Burnham: estranged childhood
friends who reconnect as adults in Washington, DC.

9781616209575
Pub Date: 2/16/2021
Ship Date: 1/20/2021
$25.95
Hardcover
288 Pages
Carton Qty: 12
Fiction / Gay
FIC011000
9 in H | 6 in W

Thirty-somethings who came of age after the AIDS crisis but before the current era
where they might have had the comfort of an out adolescence, the two have grown
into very different men. Sebastian, a straitlaced suburban high school teacher
mourning the end of a long-term relationship, finds his orderly lifestyle threatened by
the appearance of Arthur Ayer, a gay student so comfortable in his own skin that
Sebastian finds himself dangerously obsessed with the teenager. Oscar, furious and
defiant in the face of what he sees as the death of queer culture, begins a confusing
relationship—is it friendship or something more?—with once-eminent novelist Sean
Stokes, known for graphic stories of pre-AIDS hedonism. Alternating chapters from
Sebastian and Oscar’s points of view, Let’s Get Back to the Party recounts their
mirrored struggles with generational envy, cultural identity, the traumas of history,
and, ultimately, each other.

Contributor Bio

Zak Salih lives in Washington, DC. His writing has appeared in The Chattahoochee
Review, The Rumpus, The Millions, Apogee Journal, the Los Angeles Review of Books,
and other publications. This is his first novel.

Quotes

“Zak Salih’s Let’s Get Back to the Party is a miracle of a book: a love letter to queer
friendship and queer love in a particular moment in time that also, in its sparkling
prose and exquisite storytelling, announces the arrival of a major talent."
—Nick White, author of How to Survive a Summer and Sweet & Low
“Let’s Get Back to the Party is a generous, incisive, richly drawn novel about our
universal quest for connection across difference. Through brilliantly braided
perspectives and a will-they/won’t-they/should-they love story that will keep you
turning the pages, Salih’s strong debut captures the drama and wonder of our
contemporary moment in a voice leavened with humor and heart.”
—John Glynn, author of Out East: Memoir of a Montauk Summer

Marketing Plans
Select Author Appearances in Washington, DC; Baltimore; Philadelphia; New
York; and Boston
National media campaign
Extensive blog/bookstagrammer tour
National digital and social media advertising campaign alley mailings
Prepublication activation campaign for consumers
Book club kit with discussion questions and background information
Reading group promotions and advertising on top book club sites
Promotions and partnerships with LGBTQ groups
Comprehensive social media campaign

14

Fall 2020: Algonquin Books

Ordinary Girls
A Memoir
Jaquira Díaz

Summary

One of the Must-Read Books of 2019 According to O: The Oprah Magazine
* Time * Bustle * Electric Literature * Publishers Weekly * The Millions *
The Week * Good Housekeeping
“There is more life packed on each page of Ordinary Girls than some lives hold
in a lifetime.” —Julia Alvarez
In this searing memoir, Jaquira Díaz writes fiercely and eloquently of her challenging
girlhood and triumphant coming of age.

9781643750828
Pub Date: 6/16/2020
Ship Date: 5/20/2020
$16.95
Trade Paperback
352 Pages
Carton Qty: 24
Biography & Autobiography
/ Personal Memoirs
BIO026000
8.3 in H | 5.5 in W

While growing up in housing projects in Puerto Rico and Miami Beach, Díaz found
herself caught between extremes. As her family split apart and her mother battled
schizophrenia, she was supported by the love of her friends. As she longed for a
family and home, her life was upended by violence. As she celebrated her Puerto
Rican culture, she couldn’t find support for her burgeoning sexual identity. From her
own struggles with depression and sexual assault to Puerto Rico’s history of
colonialism, every page of Ordinary Girls vibrates with music and lyricism. Díaz writes
with raw and refreshing honesty, triumphantly mapping a way out of despair toward
love and hope to become her version of the girl she always wanted to be.
Reminiscent of Tara Westover’s Educated, Kiese Laymon’s Heavy, Mary Karr’s The
Liars’ Club, and Terese Marie Mailhot’s Heart Berries, Jaquira Díaz’s memoir provides a
vivid portrait of a life lived in (and beyond) the borders of Puerto Rico and its
complicated history—and reads as electrically as a novel.

Contributor Bio

Jaquira Díaz was born in Puerto Rico. Her work has been published in Rolling Stone,
the Guardian, Longreads, The Fader, and T: The New York Times Style Magazine, and
included in The Best American Essays 2016. She is the recipient of two Pushcart
Prizes, an Elizabeth George Foundation grant, and fellowships from the MacDowell
Colony, the Kenyon Review, and the Wisconsin Institute for Creative Writing. She lives
in Miami Beach with her partner, the writer Lars Horn.

Quotes

Winner of a Whiting Award for Nonfiction
"Every once in a while, a truly electric debut memoir comes along, and this fall,
Ordinary Girls is it."
―BuzzFeed
"A painful yet illuminating memoir, a testament to resilience."
―New York Times Book Review
"Incredible . . . Beautiful . . . Gorgeous and propulsive prose."
―NBC / Today (Isaac Fitzgerald)

Marketing Plans
An Indie Next pick, Indies Introduce selection, and B&N Discover Great New
Writers selection in hardcover
Select author appearances and lecture tie-ins
National media campaign
National print, digital, and social media advertising campaign
Book club kit and promotion on top book club sites
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Crossfire Hurricane

Inside Donald Trump's War on Justice and the FBI
Josh Campbell

Summary

"A must-read indictment of the 'mob boss' in the White House."
―The Guardian
As rumors begin to circulate that something might be brewing with the newly elected
president and Russia, FBI special agent Josh Campbell joins the heads of the US
intelligence community on a briefing visit to Trump Tower in New York City. He does
not yet know that this meeting will eventually lead to the firing of his boss, James
Comey, or that within weeks his former boss Robert Mueller will be appointed to
investigate collusion and obstruction of justice at the highest level. He does not yet
know that the FBI will come under years of sustained attacks from the commander in
chief of the very nation its agents have sworn to protect. But, from his unique position
within the FBI, he will watch it occur.
9781643750811
Pub Date: 9/1/2020
Ship Date: 8/12/2020
$16.95
Trade Paperback
288 Pages
Carton Qty: 24
Political Science / Intelligence &
Espionage
POL036000
8.3 in H | 5.5 in W

In this gripping fly-on-the-wall narrative, Campbell takes readers behind the scenes of
the earliest days of the Russia investigation—codename: Crossfire Hurricane—up to
the present. Using both firsthand experience and reporting, he reveals fresh details
about this tumultuous period; explains how the FBI goes about its work and its
independence from partisan forces; and describes the increasing dismay inside the
bureau as the president and his allies escalate their attacks on the agency. Appalled
by Trump's assault on the bureau's credibility, Campbell left the FBI in 2018 to sound
the alarm about unfair political attacks on the institutions that keep America safe.
Smart, clear, passionate, Crossfire Hurricane will captivate readers struggling to make
sense of a news cycle careening out of control. It is the definite history of how we got
from 2016 to today, tracing the events to the historic impeachment and beyond.

Contributor Bio
Josh Campbell is a CNN law enforcement analyst. Prior to joining the network,
Campbell was a supervisory special agent with the FBI and served as special assistant
to FBI director James Comey. His career included conducting high-profile terrorism
and kidnapping investigations, serving overseas in multiple diplomatic and operational
assignments, and managing the bureau's interagency communication response
strategy following crisis incidents. He received four FBI Combat Theater Awards for his
work embedded with military special operations and CIA teams abroad.

Quotes
"An indispensable and riveting insider's account . . . Crossfire Hurricane is a
must-read for all Americans."
―Daniel Silva, New York Times bestselling author
"Josh Campbell speaks both from the heart and experience. A dynamite read."
―Dan Rather, former anchor of CBS Evening News
"A newsworthy book in an electoral cycle that promises to see plenty of foreign
interference."
―Kirkus Reviews

Marketing Plans
Select author appearances in Los Angeles, San Diego, and upon request
National media campaign
National print, digital, and social media advertising campaign
Timeline and bios of key figures, highlighting organizational structure of the FBI
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Creatures

A Novel
Crissy Van Meter

Summary

A Belletrist Book Club Selection
"Van Meter's debut is an unwavering triumph . . . A coming-of-age that's as
human as it is wild." ―The New York Times Book Review
On the eve of Evangeline's wedding, on the shore of Winter Island, a dead whale is
trapped in the harbor, the groom may be lost at sea, and Evie's mostly absent mother
has shown up out of the blue. From there, in this mesmerizing, provocative debut,
the narrative flows back and forth through time as Evie reckons with her complicated
upbringing in this lush, wild land off the coast of Southern California.

9781643750835
Pub Date: 10/27/2020
Ship Date: 10/7/2020
$15.95
Trade Paperback
272 Pages
Carton Qty: 24
Fiction / Literary
FIC019000
8.3 in H | 5.5 in W

Evie grew up with her well-meaning but negligent father, surviving on the money he
made dealing the island's world-famous strain of weed, Winter Wonderland. Although
her father raised her with a deep respect for the elements, the sea, and the creatures
living within it, he also left her to parent herself. With wit, love, and bracing flashes of
anger, Creatures probes the complexities of love and abandonment, guilt and
forgiveness, betrayal and grief-and the ways in which our childhoods can threaten our
ability to love if we are not brave enough to conquer the past.
Lyrical, darkly funny, and ultimately cathartic, Creatures exerts a pull as strong as the
tides.

Contributor Bio

Crissy Van Meter grew up in Southern California. Her writing has appeared in Vice,
Bustle, Guernica, and Catapult. She holds an MFA in creative writing from the New
School. She lives in Los Angeles.

Quotes

A Bustle Most-Anticipated Book of January 2020
An Entertainment Weekly January Must-Read
"Vivid and moving . . . Van Meter's debut is an unwavering triumph."
―The New York Times Book Review
"A beautiful look at how we navigate the pain and heartbreak that comes with being
human."
―NPR
"An alluring, atmospheric debut."
―People
"Creatures evokes a family's fragile bond as deep as the sea."
―The Los Angeles Times

Marketing Plans
Select author appearances in Los Angeles and upon request
An Indie Next pick in hardcover
National media campaign
National print, digital, and social media advertising campaign
Bound-in reader's guide, including questions for discussion
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Everywhere You Don't Belong
Gabriel Bump

Summary

“A comically dark coming-of-age story . . . Bump’s meditation on belonging and
not belonging, where or with whom, how love is a way home no matter where
you are, is handled so beautifully that you don’t know he’s hypnotized you
until he’s done.” —Tommy Orange, The New York Times Book Review
In this alternately witty and heartbreaking debut novel, Gabriel Bump gives us an
unforgettable protagonist, Claude McKay Love. Claude isn’t dangerous or
brilliant—he’s an average kid coping with abandonment, violence, riots, failed love,
and societal pressures as he steers his way past the signposts of youth: childhood
friendships, basketball tryouts, first love, first heartbreak, picking a college, moving
away from home.

9781643750859
Pub Date: 11/17/2020
Ship Date: 10/21/2020
$15.95
Trade Paperback
288 Pages
Carton Qty: 24
Fiction / African American
FIC049070
8.3 in H | 5.5 in W

Claude just wants a place where he can fit. As a young black man born on the South
Side of Chicago, he is raised by his civil rights-era grandmother, who tries to shape him
into a principled actor for change; yet when riots consume his neighborhood, he
hesitates to take sides, unwilling to let race define his life. He decides to escape
Chicago for another place, to go to college, to find a new identity, to leave the
pressure cooker of his hometown behind. But as he discovers, he cannot; there is no
safe haven for a young black man in this time and place called America.
Percolating with fierceness and originality, attuned to the ironies inherent in our
twenty-first-century landscape, Everywhere You Don’t Belong marks the arrival of a
brilliant young talent.

Contributor Bio

Gabriel Bump grew up in South Shore, Chicago. His nonfiction and fiction have
appeared in Slam magazine, the Huffington Post, Springhouse Journal, and other
publications. He was awarded the 2016 Deborah Slosberg Memorial Award for Fiction.
He received his MFA in fiction from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. He lives
in Buffalo, New York.

Quotes

A BuzzFeed Most-Anticipated Book of the Year
"A witty coming-of-age tale . . . Bump's first book manages to be both crazy
funny-and deadly serious."
―People
"Gabriel Bump has established himself as a stunning talent to be reckoned with."
―Maaza Mengiste, author of The Shadow King
"Briskly paced . . . Bump makes his novel debut with hilarious yet ruthless insight."
―Salon.com

Marketing Plans
Select author appearances
An Indie Next pick in hardcover
National media campaign
National print, digital, and social media advertising campaign
Extensive outreach to book clubs and promotion on top book club sites and
newsletters
Bound-in reader's guide, including questions for discussion
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Our Wild Calling

How Connecting with Animals Can Transform Our Lives—and Save Theirs
Richard Louv

Summary

“A book that offers hope.”
—The New York Times Book Review
“Richard Louv has done it again. A remarkable book that will help everyone
break away from their fixed gaze at the screens that dominate our lives and
remember instead that we are animals in a world of animals.”
—Bill McKibben, author of Falter

9781643750842
Pub Date: 11/10/2020
Ship Date: 10/21/2020
$16.95
Trade Paperback
320 Pages
Carton Qty: 24
Nature / Animals
NAT001000
8.3 in H | 5.5 in W

Also Available:

Richard Louv’s landmark book, Last Child in the Woods, inspired an international
movement to connect children and nature. Now Louv redefines the future of humananimal coexistence. Our Wild Calling explores these powerful and mysterious bonds
and how they can transform our mental, physical, and spiritual lives, serve as an
antidote to the growing epidemic of human loneliness, and help us tap into the
empathy required to preserve life on Earth. Louv interviews researchers, theologians,
wildlife experts, indigenous healers, psychologists, and others to show how people are
communicating with animals in ancient and new ways; how dogs can teach children
ethical behavior; how animal-assisted therapy may yet transform the mental health
field; and what role the human-animal relationship plays in our spiritual health. He
reports on wildlife relocation and on how the growing populations of wild species in
urban areas are blurring the lines between domestic and wild animals.
Our Wild Calling makes the case for protecting, promoting, and creating a sustainable
and shared habitat for all creatures—not out of fear, but out of love. Transformative
and inspiring, this book points us toward what we all long for in the age of
technology: real connection.

Contributor Bio

9781565126053
Pub Date: 4/22/2008
$16.95 USD
416 pages
Trade Paperback
Carton Qty: 24
Parenting

9781616205782
Pub Date: 4/12/2016
$16.95 USD
304 pages
Trade Paperback
Carton Qty: 24
Nature / Parenting

Richard Louv is a journalist and the author of ten books, including Last Child in the
Woods: Saving Our Children from Nature-Deficit Disorder, The Nature Principle, and
Vitamin N. Translated into twenty languages, his books have helped launch an
international movement to connect children, families, and communities to nature. He
is cofounder and chair emeritus of the nonprofit Children & Nature Network, which
supports a new nature movement. Louv has written for the New York Times, Outside
magazine, Orion Magazine, Parents, and many other publications. He appears
regularly on national radio and TV, and lectures throughout the world. In 2008, he
was awarded the Audubon Medal. Prior recipients have included Rachel Carson, E. O.
Wilson, President Jimmy Carter, and Sir David Attenborough.

Quotes

"A game-changer."
―Psychology Today
"A manifesto for a new way of living in the world, the book reveals a natural tapestry
too often ignored."
―The Christian Science Monitor

Marketing Plans
9781616201418
Pub Date: 4/17/2012
$16.95 USD
350 pages
Trade Paperback
Carton Qty: 24
Nature

Select author appearances and lecture tie-ins
National media campaign
National print, digital, and social media advertising campaign
Bound-in reader's guide, including questions for discussion
Comprehensive social media campaign
Promotions and partnerships with wildlife and environmental groups
Nature guide kit for bookstores and libraries
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