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All Pets Allowed
b/w line drawings throughout 

208 pages • 5 ½" x 7 ¾"

Hardcover: $16.95/$22.95 Can./£12.99 

ISBN: 9781643750736

No. 74073

Ships: August

The Becket List
b/w line drawings throughout 

208 pages • 5 ½" x 7 ¾"

Paperback: $7.95/$10.95 
Can./£6.99 

ISBN: 9781643750316

No. 74031

Available Now

All Pets Allowed
(Blackberry Farm 2) 
Adele Griffin, with illustrations by LeUyen Pham

From award-winning author Adele Griffi n and bestselling, Caldecott-honor 
illustrator LeUyen Pham comes a laugh-out-loud return to Blackberry Farm.

More than anything else—even more than the best birthday party ever—
Becket Branch wants a dog for her tenth birthday. But her twin brother, 

Nicholas, has secretly been wishing for a cat. Lucky for Becket and Nicholas, 
their animal-loving parents have an animal-loving surprise for them: they’re 
going to the local shelter and adopting both a cat and a dog. It should be the 
biggest BEAUTIFUL ALERT ever, but Becket’s dream dog, Dibs, turns out to 
be a super-shy scaredy-pooch who is going to need a lot of training. Meanwhile, 
Nicholas’s cat, Given, is more outgoing and attention-seeking than the just-for-
him pet he was expecting.

Laugh along as Becket fishes mice out of Nicholas’s slippers, puts bullies in 
their place, and tries, and tries again, to train Dibs—all while learning new life 
lessons and keeping up with her other farm chores.

With black-and-white drawings throughout by award-winning illustrator LeUyen 
Pham (Real Friends), this second volume of the Blackberry Farm series offers a 
gentle message about embracing new friends who may not match preconceived 
expectations.

PRAISE FOR THE BECKET LIST:
“Charming and beautifully humorous . . . A sparkling story of weathering change.” 
—Booklist, starred review

“Becket is an outgoing, refreshingly self-confi dent protagonist . . . Readers will 
appreciate her ability to bounce back from whatever life hands her. Pham’s sketch 
drawings scattered throughout enhance the energy and humor of the story.” 
—School Library Journal

“Becket is a regular laundry list of confi dently delivered safety sayings, and it’s just 
one of her many original and sparkling traits . . . the storyline is warm and amusing as 
Becket and her two siblings navigate their new life on a farm.”  —Kirkus Reviews

Adele Griffin is 
the National Book 
Award-nominated 
author of numerous 
books for middle 
grade and young 
adult readers, includ-

ing the popular Oodlethunks, Witch 
Twins, and Vampire Island series. She 
lives in Brooklyn, New York, with her 
husband and two children. 

LeUyen Pham 
worked in animation 
before turning to 
children’s books. She 
is the illustrator of the 
Caldecott-honor book 
Bear Came Along as 

well as the Princess in Black series, Real 
Friends, the Freckleface Strawberry 
series, and many other books for young 
readers. She lives in San Francisco with 
her husband and two sons.
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• An upbeat sequel to The Becket 
List, which garnered praise from 
Booklist (starred review), School 
Library Journal, Kirkus Reviews, 
Horn Book Magazine, and The 
Bulletin of the Center for Children’s 
Books

• Social-emotional messages 
about managing expectations, 
appreciating differences, living 
sustainably, and being responsible 
are woven into the text

• Bold, cheerful illustrations by 
Caldecott-honor illustrator LeUyen 
Pham throughout

• For ages 7–11
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Egg Marks the Spot
Four full-color tip-in plates; b/w full- and half-page 
illustrations throughout; b/w chapter-opening spot illos

160 page • 6" x 8"

Hardcover: $18.95/ NCR/UK

ISBN: 9781643750064

No. 74006

Ships: August

Egg Marks the Spot 
A Skunk and Badger Story
Amy Timberlake, with illustrations by Jon Klassen

When roommates Skunk and Badger head out on a rock-fi nding expedition, 
they fi nd surprises (“Scary! Delightful! Priceless!”) behind every boulder 
in this follow-up to Skunk and Badger, the bestselling, award-winning 
odd-couple title with more than 60,000 copies in print.

Buried in the heart of every animal is a secret treasure. Badger’s is the Spider 
Eye Agate, stolen years ago by his crafty and treasure-trade-dealing cousin, 

Fisher. Skunk’s is Sundays with the New Yak Times Book Review.

When Mr. G. Hedgehog threatens to take the Book Review as soon as it 
thumps on the doorstep, Skunk decides an adventure (“X Marks the Spot!”) 
will solve both their problems. Badger agrees, and together they set off for his 
favorite campsite on Endless Lake. But all is not as it seems at Campsite #5. 
Harrumphs in the night. Unexpected friends.

Then Fisher appears, and Badger knows something is up.

Something involving secrets, betrayals, and lies.

And a luminous, late-Jurassic prize.

In a volume that includes full-color plates and additional black-and-white 
illustrations by Caldecott medalist Jon Klassen, Newbery Honor author Amy 
Timberlake takes readers on a second adventure in the new series reviewers 
have called an instant classic, with comparisons to Frog and Toad, Winnie-
the-Pooh, and The Wind in the Willows.

Amy Timberlake’s 
work has received a 
Newbery Honor, 
an Edgar Award, a 
Golden Kite 
Award, and the 
China Times Best 
Book Award. She 

grew up in Hudson, Wisconsin, but 
now calls Chicago home. She is a proud 
alumna of Mount Holyoke College, 
where she majored in history, and holds 
an MA in English/Creative Writing from 
the University of Illinois. You can find 
her walking on Chicago’s Lakefront Trail 
on cool, crisp fall days.
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Jon Klassen is a 
Canadian-born 
author/illustrator. 
He has written and 
illustrated three 
picture books of 
his own (I Want 
My Hat Back, 

This Is Not My Hat, and We Found A 
Hat) and illustrated many other author’s 
texts, including Sam & Dave Dig A Hole
by Mac Barnett, The Dark by Lemony 
Snicket, and Pax by Sara Pennypacker. 
His books have won a Caldecott medal 
and two Caldecott honors and other 
international awards. He lives in 
Los Angeles, California, with his wife 
and son.
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Praise for 
Skunk and Badger
A Best Book of 2020:

• People 
• Kirkus Reviews
• Booklist  
• School Library Journal 
• Publishers Weekly 
• Shelf Awareness for Readers 
• New York Public Library 
• Chicago Public Library  
• Evanston Public Library 

“Drawings by the Caldecott Medal winner Jon Klassen add warmth to the already 
cozy text . . . They give this handsomely designed book the look and feel of a classic.” 
—The New York Times Book Review

“Gloriously complemented by Jon Klassen’s meticulous illustrations, Skunk and 
Badger has the feel of a bygone era while telling a completely modern (and delightful) 
story of how hard change can be, and how worth it change is.” —NPR

“A splendid entry in the odd-couple genre, Timberlake’s spunky series opener 
posits that compassion and inner transformation can strengthen the unlikeliest 
of friendships . . . Klassen’s muted, wistful artwork, meanwhile, invokes sweeping 
sentiments during key events. Exceptionally sweet.” —Kirkus Reviews, starred review

“A treasure of a book that promises future misadventures from your new favorite odd 
couple.” —Booklist, starred review

“Art by Caldecott Medalist Klassen offers Wind in the Willows wistfulness. Gleeful, 
onomatopoeic prose by Newbery Honoree Timberlake, meanwhile, keeps readers 
engaged through laugh-out-loud repetition as she tackles sensitive issues . . . 
rendered with an expertly light touch.” —Publishers Weekly, starred review

“Clear themes of tolerance, friendship, and understanding drive the story in a way 
that children will respond to . . . a sweet unlikely friendship story that would be a 
welcome addition to any elementary or public library.” —School Library Journal

• The first book in the series has been 
a national Indie bestseller, a Top 
Ten Indie Next List pick, and earned 
three starred reviews in Kirkus 
Reviews, Booklist, and Publishers 
Weekly

• A gorgeous and gifty jacketed 
hardcover with a preprinted case, 
illustrated endpapers, tipped-in 
color plates, and additional black-
and-white illustrations

• A seamless blend of quirky humor 
and meticulously researched natural 
science

• For ages 7–10 

Skunk and Badger
Four full-color tip-in bookplates; 
b/w full and half-page illustrations 
throughout; b/w chapter-opening 
spot illos

136 page • 6" x 8"

Hardcover: $18.95/NCR/UK

ISBN: 9781643750057

No. 74005
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Cold-Blooded Myrtle 
368 pages • 5 ½" x 8 ¼"

Hardcover: $17.95/$23.95 Can./£13.99 

ISBN: 9781616209209

No. 73920

Ships: September

Cold-Blooded Myrtle 
(Myrtle Hardcastle Mystery 3)
Elizabeth C. Bunce

Amateur detective extraordinaire Myrtle Hardcastle is back on the trail of a 
killer out for revenge, in this third installment of the delightful Victorian cozy 
mystery series.

Twelve-year-old Young Lady of Quality and Victorian amateur detective 
Myrtle Hardcastle returns, and now she’s on the trail of a serial killer in her 

hometown of Swinburne.

When Mr. Leighton, proprietor of Leighton’s Mercantile, is found dead on the 
evening his annual Christmas shop display is to be unveiled, it’s clear a killer 
had revenge in mind. But who would want to kill the local dry-goods merchant? 
Perhaps someone who remembers the unresolved, long-ago scandal that occurred 
when he was a professor and archaeologist. When the killer continues to strike—
each time manipulating the figures in the display to foretell the crime, Myrtle 
finds herself racing to uncover the long-buried facts of a historical scandal—and 
the motivations of a modern murderer.

PRAISE FOR PREMEDITATED MYRTLE:

“A joyful thing to behold. Set in Victorian England, this mystery gleefully overturns 
sexist norms and celebrates independent women of intellect, with Myrtle Hardcastle 
leading the charge.” —Booklist, starred review

“Bunce’s detective series opener features a quirky, winning narrator and a lively 
secondary cast.” —Publishers Weekly

“A saucy, likable heroine shines in a mystery marked by clever, unexpected twists.”
—Kirkus Reviews

“A book young readers will love and adults may well sneak out of backpacks and off 
of nightstands for their own enjoyment.” —BookPage, starred review

“Bunce crafts a truly captivating murder mystery, throwing in a delicious mix of 
twists.” —The Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books

Elizabeth C. Bunce grew up on a steady diet of Sherlock 
Holmes, Trixie Belden, and Quincy, M.E., and always played the 
lead prosecutor in mock trial. She has never had a governess, and 
no one has ever accused her of being irrepressible, but a teacher 
did once call her “argumentative”—which was entirely untrue, 
and she can prove it. She lives in Kansas City with her husband 
and their cats. You can find her online at elizabethcbunce.com.
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• An Edgar Award–nominated series!

• Middle-grade readers and their 
mystery-loving parents will enjoy 
this popular cozy mystery series, set 
in an immersive Victorian world.

• A fast-paced, twisty plot and a 
packed cast of quirky and suspicious 
characters

• For ages 10 & up
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“In the tradition of heroines like Flavia de Luce and Harriet 
the Spy, Myrtle is a fi ne example of the Victorian scientifi c 
female—smart, inquisitive and fearless. Written with a terrifi c 
mixture of humor and suspense, [it] is a perfect read for 
any budding detective.” —RHYS BOWEN, New York Times
bestselling author of the Her Royal Spyness series

Twelve-year-old Myrtle Hardcastle has a passion for 
justice and a Highly Unconventional obsession with 

criminal science. When her next-door neighbor, a wealthy 
spinster and eccentric breeder of rare flowers, dies under 
Mysterious Circumstances, Myrtle seizes her chance. With 
her unflappable governess, Miss Ada Judson, by her side, 
Myrtle takes it upon herself to prove Miss Wodehouse was 
murdered and find the killer, even if nobody else believes 
her—not even her father, the town prosecutor.

Myrtle Hardcastle has no desire to go on a relaxing 
travel excursion with her aunt Helena when there are 

More Important things to be done at home, like keeping 
close tabs on criminals and murder trials. Unfortunately, 
she has no say in the matter.

So off Myrtle goes—with her governess, Miss Judson, and 
cat, Peony, in tow—on a fabulous private railway coach 
headed for the English seaside.

But before the train reaches its destination, both the tiara 
and Mrs. Bloom vanish. When Myrtle arrives, she and 
Peony discover a dead body in the baggage car. Someone 
has been murdered—with Aunt Helena’s sewing shears.

What’s a smart, bored Young Lady of Quality stranded in 
a washed-up carnival town to do but follow the evidence 
to find out which of her fellow travelers is a thief and a 
murderer?

Premeditated Myrtle 
(Myrtle Hardcastle Mystery 1)
Elizabeth C. Bunce

• A 2021 Edgar Award Nominee, Best Juvenile
• A BookPage Best Book of 2020: Middle Grade
• A Mighty Girl’s 2020 Books of the Year Selection

How to Get Away 
with Myrtle 
(Myrtle Hardcastle Mystery 2)
Elizabeth C. Bunce

How to Get Away with Myrtle 
368 pages • 5½" x 8¼"

Paperback: $7.95/$10.95 Can./£6.99

ISBN: 9781643751887

No. 74188

Ships: August

Premeditated Myrtle 
384 pages • 5½" x 8¼"

Paperback: $7.95/$10.95 Can./£6.99

ISBN: 9781643751870

No. 74187

Ships: August
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The Counterclockwise Heart 
352 pages • 5 ½" x 8 ¼”

Hardcover: $17.95/$23.95 Can./£13.99

ISBN: 9781616205065

No. 73506

Ships: January

The Counterclockwise 
Heart 
A Novel
Brian Farrey

In this new stand-alone fantasy novel from an award-winning author, a prince 
and a mage must untangle the riddles from their shared past to save the future 
of the empire—or risk seeing everything they both love destroyed.

TICK . . . TICK . . . TICK . . .

Time is running out in the empire of Rheinvelt. The sudden appearance of a 
strange and frightening statue foretells darkness. The Hierophants—magic 

users of the highest order—have fled the land. And the shadowy beasts of the 
nearby Hinterlands are gathering near the borders, preparing for an attack.

Young Prince Alphonsus is sent by his mother, the Empress Sabine, to reassure 
the people while she works to quell the threat of war. But Alphonsus has other 
problems on his mind, including a great secret: He has a clock in his chest where 
his heart should be—and it’s begun to run backward, counting down to his 
unknown fate.

Searching for answers about the clock, Alphonsus meets Esme, a Hierophant girl 
who has returned to the empire in search of a sorceress known as the Nachtfrau. 
When riddles from their shared past threaten the future of the empire, Alphonsus 
and Esme must learn to trust each other and work together to save it—or see the 
destruction of everything they both love.
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• Rich prose and thought-provoking 
subjects, including the importance 
of asking questions and thinking for 
oneself

• Perfect for readers of middle-grade 
fantasy with a classic feel, like 
Lalani of the Distant Sea by Erin 
Entrada Kelly and The Girl Who 
Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill.

• A critically acclaimed author whose 
previous book, The Secret of 
Dreadwillow Carse, received two 
starred reviews, was an Indie 
Next pick, and landed on several 
end-of-year best-of lists and state 
award lists

• For ages 10 & up

Brian Farrey is the author of The Secret of Dreadwillow Carse, 
winner of the 2017 Minnesota Book Award, and the Stonewall 
honor book With or Without You. He knows more than he prob-
ably should about Doctor Who. He lives in Edina, Minnesota, 
with his husband and their cat, Meowzebub. You can find him 
online at brianfarreybooks.com and on Twitter: @BrianFarrey.
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African Icons 
full-color illustrations throughout

208 pages • 6" x 9"

Hardcover: $19.95/$26.95 Can./£15.99

ISBN: 9781616209001

No. 73900

Ships: September

Tracey Baptiste, author of the acclaimed Jumbies series, lived in 
Trinidad until she was fifteen; she grew up on jumbie stories and 
fairy tales. She is also the author of the New York Times bestseller 
Minecraft: The Crash. Visit her online at traceybaptiste.com and 
on Twitter: @TraceyBaptiste.

African Icons 
Ten People Who Shaped History
Tracey Baptiste

In a richly designed work with maps, portraits, and graphics throughout, 
the award-winning author of the Jumbies series shows readers this 
underrepresented side of Black history and Black excellence.

Every year, American schoolchildren celebrate Black History Month. They 
study almost exclusively American stories, which are not only rooted in 

struggle over enslavement or oppression, but also take in only four hundred years 
of a rich and thrilling history that actually goes back many millennia across the 
African continent. Through portraits of ten historical figures—from Menes, the 
first ruler to be called Pharaoh, to Queen Idia, a sixteenth-century power broker, 
visionary, and diplomat—African Icons takes readers on a journey across Africa 
to meet some of the great leaders and thinkers whose ideas built a continent and 
shaped our world.

• An underrepresented era of Black 
history that celebrates excellence 
instead of oppression by showing 
readers how African history is a 
cornerstone of world history

• A star middle-grade author who 
is both a household name in 
classrooms and a New York Times
bestselling author

• A stunning illustrated package 
that brings history to life portraits 
and illustrations by Hillary Wilson 
as well as additional maps and 
graphics

• For ages 8–12
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When the World Runs Dry
b/w photos throughout

336 pages • 6" x 9"

Hardcover: $16.95/$22.95 Can./£12.99

ISBN: 9781616209711

No. 73971

Ships: December

When the World Runs Dry
Earth’s Water in Crisis
Nancy F. Castaldo

Award-winning science writer Nancy Castaldo gives a riveting narrative 
non-fi ction account of the world-wide water crisis, explaining what’s 
happening to the world’s water supply, from industrial pollution to harmful 
algal blooms, and what kids can do about it.

What would you do if you turned on the faucet one day and nothing 
happened? What if you learned the water in your home was harmful to 

drink? Water is essential for life on this planet, but not every community has the 
safe, clean water it needs. In When the World Runs Dry, Castaldo takes readers 
from Flint, Michigan, and Newark, New Jersey, to Iran and Cape Town, South 
Africa, to explore the various ways in which water around the world is in danger, 
why we must act now, and why you’re never too young to make a difference.

Topics include: Lead and water infrastructure problems, pollution, fracking 
contamination, harmful algal blooms, water supply issues, rising sea levels, and 
potential solutions.

When the World Runs Dry is perfect for environmentally conscious readers 
who want to know more about contemporary news of the world’s water crisis, 
including effects of climate change, and who follow kid activists like Greta 
Thunberg.

Nancy F. Castaldo has been writing about the planet for over 20 
years. She’s contributed to the Sierra Club Waste Paper, NRDC’s 
Personal Action column, and others. She is the author of many 
STEM books including, Sniffer Dogs: How Dogs (and Their 
Noses) Save the World, Back from The Brink: Saving Animals 
From Extinction, and Beastly Brains: Exploring How Animals 
Think, Talk, and Feel. She lives in New York’s Hudson Valley. 
Visit her at nancycastaldo.com, on Twitter @NCastaldoAuthor, 
and on Instagram @naturespeak.

• Addresses the urgent questions 
surrounding the worldwide water 
crisis the planet is experiencing

• A perfect book for middle-school 
classrooms and libraries that clearly 
explains different kinds of water 
crises by using case studies from 
around the world

• A critically acclaimed author whose 
previous books have earned warm 
praise, starred reviews, and many 
additional recognitions, including: 
American Bookseller Pick of the 
Lists, Smithsonian Notable Book For 
Children, NSTA Outstanding Science 
Trade title, Green Earth Book Award, 
and Sigurd F. Olsen honors for 
nature writing

• For ages 10 & up
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Walls
two-color photo-essay chapter openers

252 pages • 5 ½” x 8 ¼”

Hardcover: $19.95/$26.95 Can./£15.99

ISBN: 9781643750248

No. 74024

Ships: June

L. M. Elliott was an award-winning magazine journalist in 
Washington, D.C., before becoming a New York Times bestsell-
ing author of historical and biographical young adult novels. 
Her works include Under a War-Torn Sky, Suspect Red, and 
Hamilton and Peggy.

Walls
A Novel
L. M. Elliott

Set in the tumultuous year leading up to the surprise overnight raising of the 
Berlin Wall in August 1961, and punctuated with actual photographs, headlines, 
and personalities of the time, Walls brings to vivid life the heroic and tragic 
choices of the Cold War.

Drew is an army brat, a hotshot athlete poised to be his high school’s star 
pitcher, when he has to move for the sixth time in fifteen years—this time to 

West Berlin, where American soldiers like his dad hold an outpost of democracy 
against communist Russia in Hitler’s former capital. Meanwhile, in East Berlin, 
his cousin Matthias has grown up in the wreckage left by Allied bombing during 
World War II, on streets ruled by the Communist Party’s secret police.

From the opposing sides of the Cold War, Drew and Matthias begin to overcome 
the many ideological walls between them to become wary friends. They argue 
over the space race, capitalism, socialism, and even the American civil rights 
movement, and bond over rock ’n’ roll—music outlawed in Matthias’s part of the 
city. If Matthias is caught by the Stasi’s neighborhood spies with the records or 
books Drew has given him, he will be sent to a work camp for “re-education.” 
At the same time, Drew’s friendship with the East Berlin Jugend—who ardently 
spout communist dogma—raises suspicions about his family’s loyalty to 
America. As the political situation around them gets all the more dire, Drew 
and Matthias’s loyalty—to their sector, their countries, their families, and each 
other—will be tested in ways that will change their lives forever.

• An innovative blend of documentary 
photo essays and fictional narrative, 
with photo essays opening each 
chapter that chronicle real-life 
events, from politics to pop culture

• A page-turning fact-based story 
perfect for fans of Code Name Verity 
and Salt to the Sea

• The Cold War is an important 
period of history, under-explored in 
children’s literature

• For ages 12 & up
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When Appleton Elementary’s new school-board president 
starts using her position to line her own pockets, it’s 

up to student sleuths, supported by a passionate librarian, 
to uncover the truth in this zany epistolary novel.

Kate Klise and M. Sarah Klise have collaborated on 
numerous award-winning middle-grade and picture-book 
projects, including the Regarding the Fountain and 43 
Old Cemetery Road series. Kate lives in Norwood, 
Missouri. Sarah Klise lives in Berkeley, California. Visit 
www.kateandsarahklise.com for more information. 
(By the way, “Klise” rhymes with “mice.”)

Named a Best Book of the Year by BuzzFeed, 
Cosmopolitan, and Kirkus Reviews, this powerful, 

#ownvoices contemporary young adult novel centers on a 
rising soccer star who must put everything on the line—
even her blooming love story—to follow her dreams. 

Yamile Saied Méndez is a fútbol-obsessed Argentine 
American who loves meteor showers, summer, astrology, 
and pizza. She lives in Utah with her Puerto Rican husband 
and their five kids. An inaugural Walter Dean Myers Grant 
recipient, she’s a graduate of Voices of Our Nations and the 
MFA program in Writing for Children and Young Adults at 
Vermont College of Fine Arts. She is also part of Las Musas, 
the first collective of women and nonbinary Latinx middle-
grade and young adult authors

Don’t Check Out This 
Book! 
A Novel
Kate Klise
with illustrations by M. Sarah Klise
“A fun and quirky story that shows the impact of books 
on a small community.” —School Library Journal

Furia
A Novel
Yamile Saied Méndez

Recipient of the 2021 Pura Belpré Young Adult Author Medal 

A Reese Witherspoon YA Book Club Pick

Furia 
For ages 14 & up

368 pages • 5½" x 8¼"

Paperback: $10.95/$14.95 Can./£8.99

ISBN: 9781643751894

No. 74189

Ships: January

Don’t Check Out This Book! 
For ages 8–12

b/w illustrations throughout

160 pages • 5½" x 7 ¾"

Paperback: $6.95/$9.95 Can./£5.99

ISBN: 9781643751900

No. 74190

Ships: July
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