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Time Factor :  less than 2 minutes

1 Put the glove on one hand.  

2 Hold the potato  
(lengthwise vertically)  

with the gloved hand, pinching  
it between your thumb and index finger. 

3 Holding the potato steady, pick up the straw 
(holding it in the middle), and line it up with  

the potato. 

4 Slowly draw the straw back, then stab the straw 
quickly into the potato. 

5  If you’re quick enough— 
and the straw is strong  

enough—you’ll stab it right  
through the potato. 

method

ouch!

The Scientific Excuse
The cylindrical shape of the straw gives it surprising strength along its 

length, although it remains weak and flexible crossways. That strength, 

coupled with the narrowness and sharpness of its edge, gives the straw 

a good chance of making it through the potato with ease. Some people 

might see your thumb over one end of the straw as you push and 

decide that it’s all due to air pressure. That’s a nice try, but not the 

reason—and you can prove it by doing the experiment again with your 

thumb well away from the open end of the straw. 

STRAW THROUGH  
A POTATO?
STRAW THROUGH  
A POTATO?
 WE’VE ALL HEARD ABOUT THE SAVAGE FORCE OF A 
TORNADO. Its 300 mile-per-hour winds are strong enough to 
drive a piece of straw clear through a telephone pole. So you can 
imagine that if you left a drinking straw near a potato as a tornado 
approached, you might return to find the potato skewered by the 
straw. But can you imagine getting the same result by hand? Read 
on, and see how you can do it. 

 You Will Need
•  GaRDENING GLOVE  

(LEFT GLOVE IF YOU’RE RIGHT-
HaNDED OR VICE VERSa)

• UNCOOKED POTaTO

•  RIGID (NON-BENDY) DRINKING 
STRaW 

 TAKE CARE!  This is a relatively 
low-risk experiment, although 
the same combination of 

strength and sharpness of the straw could 
lead to a hand injury if your aim isn’t up 
to scratch. (That’s why you should use the 
gardening glove.)
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