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Mindprint Morphemes: Understanding 

Word Roots, Prefixes and Suffixes for a 
Stronger Vocabulary  

 
Morphemes, by definition, are the smallest grammatical units of speech. 
For the purpose of building your child’s vocabulary, think of them as 
parts of words, such as roots, prefixes and suffixes, although some 
morphemes are stand alone words.  
 
If children can recognize these common parts of words, they can often 
surmise the meaning of new words when they encounter them. Even 
children with strong spelling and vocabulary skills can benefit and 
discover a greater vocabulary. 
 
Depending on how your child learns best, you can create ways of 
strengthening morpheme skills by making matching games, flash cards, 
a fill-in-the-blank story, or invent your own game. 
 
Tip:  Be sure students understand that they may not always be able to 
literally translate morphemes (some are easier than others). They can 
always surmise a general sense of the meaning, especially when the 
words are in the context of a passage of reading.  For example, when 
they see the word “micro” they know the writer is talking about 
something small. When they see the word “macro” they know it’s 
something big. 
 
Morpheme Meaning Example 

auto- Self, Individual Autograph (Individual’s writing) 

circum- Around Circumference (length around the 
circle) 

com- With, together Combine (putting multiple things 
together) 

dis- Away, apart Dismiss (send away) 

ex- From, out Exit (way to go out) 

-ful Full Plentiful (full amount needed) 

-graph Write, writing Telegraph (written message) 
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 List of morphemes (continued) 

Morpheme Meaning Example 

inter- Between Intermission (break between acts of 
a play) 

-less Without Harmless (without harm) 

macro- Large Macroeconomics (study of the very 
large, broad economic events) 

mal- Bad Malice (with evil intent) 

micro- Small Micron (a very small unit of measure) 

mis- Wrong Mistake (wrong answer) 

-phone Sound Telephone (communicating via 
sound) 

pre- Before Predict (know before it happens) 

re- Again Repeat (say again) 

-scope See Telescope (allows to see things at a 
distance) 

-scribe Write Transcribe (write things down) 

sub- Under Submarine (a boat that travels under 
water) 

tele- Distance Telescope (allows to see things at a 
distance) 

trans- Across Transmit (send across) 

un- Not Unstoppable (cannot be stopped) 

-way Walk Passageway  (allows access via 
walking) 

 


