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Ideas for Reluctant Writers 
 
In today’s digital world, both in business and in our personal lives, we 
often communicate more through writing than through face-to-face 
contact. The ability to write clearly and effectively is considered to be 
one of the most important workforce skills. How we present ourselves in 
writing has a direct impact on how others form opinions of us. Although 
reading is an important aspect of developing good writing skills, the best 
way to improve writing will always be through writing.  
 

Writing is a complex process that involves the interplay of many skills. 
So if you have a reluctant writer, you first will want to rule out a learning 
disability, motor skill weakness, or a struggle with initiation, planning or 
organization. However, if these don’t seem to be the root cause of your 
child’s reluctance, you will want to find ways to encourage your reluctant 
writer. Providing writing opportunities that relate to students’ everyday 
experiences and subjects they really care about can help make writing 
feel relevant and less like schoolwork. Always keep a child’s inherent 
interests in mind and find ways to match those interests with writing 
activities. The suggested approaches below will also help students 
better understand the important purpose that editing serves. Students 
will begin to appreciate why they need to have good grammar and 
spelling and how important it is to form a persuasive view.  
 

Here are some ideas the can encourage a child, particularly those who 
are more easily motivated by having a directed purpose for their writing: 
 
Daily Diary or Journal 
Encourage your child to reflect on daily experiences or write down the 
most interesting thing that happened every day. It can be a safe place 
for your child to freely write, problem solve, reflect, and exercise critical 
thinking skills. If your child is hesitant to engage, consider taking him 
shopping for a "special journal book" and honor a promise not to read 
the journal without permission, unless safety is an issue. Students will 
know they have a safe space to express themselves in words, doodles, 
pictures or whatever feels comfortable. 
 
Pen Pals 
Encourage your child to write letters to a distant relative or friend. Emails 
can be just as effective and, in many cases, very motivating. Postcards 
can be a good start for more reluctant or younger students. And when 
your student gets a response, she will be even more motivated to keep 
the dialogue going. 
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Customer Feedback 
Suggest your child write a letter to a company about a product or service 
she particularly liked or disliked. Your child might get a kick out of 
receiving a response, especially because it usually comes with freebies. 
This is a great option to teach formal letter writing, and the importance of 
clear and persuasive writing.  
 

Fan Mail 
Have your child write a letter to his favorite celebrity. This can be a great 
exercise in planning and organization. Your child can first create an 
outline to help him narrow down what he wishes to say to or ask of the 
celebrity. This is also an opportunity to get creative with pictures if using 
pictures will make it a more fun and motivating process for your child.  
 

Movie Critic 
If your child is a movie buff, she might enjoy writing a review for a recent 
movie or TV show and submitting it online or to a local paper. She can 
express her point of view and be heard. If your student knows the review 
might make it to the public, she will be more motivated to spend time on 
well-thought arguments with supporting details, as well as editing.  
 

Editorial on a Local Issue 
Local papers love when students take an interest and are often willing to 
print a student’s well-thought out opinion in the local paper. Since local 
papers typically have a word limit, this will teach your child to clearly and 
concisely express an opinion. 
 
Cartoonist 
For children who enjoy drawing, you might suggest he write a children's 
story or a comic strip with illustrations. This can be a fun, low pressure 
way for students to practice writing. Your child can then share the story 
or comic strip with a younger child to enjoy. Knowing his younger 
audience will not judge him on grammar, spelling or organization might 
take some of the pressure off. There are also plenty of cartoon apps and 
websites students can use where they can use the drawings of others 
and create their own stories. Check your Mindprint Toolbox for 
suggestions.  
 
Customer Reviews 
Encourage your child write online product reviews of products she liked 
or disliked. This is a great way to make writing relevant to your student’s 
personal experiences. Students will enjoy assigning star ratings to 
products they have used and knowing that their opinions matter and 
might influence someone else’s decision-making. Mindprint encourages 
students to write product reviews from their Toolbox! Just remember to 
put the site in child mode to avoid any undesired browsing to third party 
sites. 
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Writing Websites and Apps 
There are many terrific products out there now that are designed to 
encourage students to write, while helping them through the writing 
process. Check your Mindprint Toolbox for some great options, including 
online student writing communities. Students who enjoy connecting with 
others on social media might find these to be engaging platforms for 
finding inspiration and confidence to write. Some students who are shy 
about sharing their writing might feel more comfortable sharing on an 
online writing community, rather than with family members or friends.  
 

Important Tip! 
To keep writing enjoyable and motivating, focus on the process of 
creative and critical thinking. Then you can work on grammar, spelling 
and organization of content. Keep your goals in mind -- there is a way to 
balance everything, but remember that the main goal is to promote an 
openness and appreciation of writing to encourage further writing. If your 
child is shy or tentative about other people reading what he writes, 
respect his privacy and don’t force him to let you read his writing. If he 
shares, try your best to be supportive, encourage and not criticize the 
content. Over time, as a child becomes more confident, he is very likely 
to proudly present his work and you can begin to offer suggestions for 
improvement. 
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