
 

 

August 27, 2019 

Missouri Public Service Commission 
200 Madison Street, PO Box 360 
Jefferson City, MO 65102-0360 

RE: DOCKET NO. EA-2019-0010, APPLICATION OF THE EMPIRE DISTRICT ELECTRIC COMPANY FOR A 
CERTIFICATE OF CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY 

Dear Chairman Silvey and Honorable Commissioners: 

We are writing in regard to the above reference matter. We understand the Commission has granted 
Empire District Electric Company (“Empire”) authorization to acquire an interest in the construction, 
installation, and operation of the North Fork and Kings Point wind energy facilities (“Projects) to be 
situated in Barton, Dade, Jasper, and Lawrence Counties. The Projects will collectively include 
approximately 140 turbines for an installed capacity of 300 megawatts 

The Commission’s June 29, 2019 order states that the Projects will promote the public interest by 
meeting state policy goals regarding renewable energy and fuel diversity and by delivering local and 
state economic benefits. The Commission also incorporates conditions aimed at protecting wildlife and 
assuring Empire ratepayers will “ultimately end up paying only just and reasonable rates.” (Order at 43, 
44 June 29, 2019)   

There is no information in the order that suggests the Commission examined details about the Projects’ 
configuration beyond the number of turbines and installed capacity. 

The undersigned represent dozens of residents who will be living within the footprints of the Projects. 
We ask that you consider the following facts.  

a) Empire intends to erect turbines with a ‘total tip height’ of 604-feet. (Total tip height is 
defined as the tower height plus blade length in the vertical position and measured from the 
top of the turbine foundation); 
 
b) Agreements signed by David Swain, president of Empire, allow for turbines in Barton 
and Jasper Counties to be located as close as 500-feet to the nearest property lines of non-
participating landowners and 110% of total tip height to occupied residential homes.  

To our knowledge, no other wind projects in the United States allow setbacks that are shorter than the 
turbines’ overall height. The risks of ice throw, blade shear, tower collapse, and fire on any property or 
roadway are real and cannot be overstated. Since January of this year, dangerous catastrophic failures 
occurred at numerous operating wind energy facilities in the United States alone. The below is only a 
sampling. 

1. Wisconsin: Glacier Hills Wind Park, turbine fire (August 2019) 
2. Washington State: Juniper Wind Farm, 39 homes threatened; 242 acres burned (July 2019) 
3. Oklahoma, New Mexico, Nebraska: 3 GE turbine collapses (February, May, July 2019) 
4. California: Palm Springs turbine spinning out of control, caught fire (June 2019) 



 

 

5. Michigan: Heritage Wind Farm, blade break (May 2019) 
6. Iowa: Worth County Wind Farm, fire (April 2019) 
7. Michigan: Exelon Huron County Wind Farm, fire (April 2019) 

 
In 2018, numerous other failures occurred in the U.S., including a turbine fire in Oregon that burned 
2,000 acres and a turbine in Texas that spun out of control forcing the evacuation of at least one 
residential home. We can provide you with public information documenting each of these incidents. 

As you are likely aware, other concerns including turbine noise and shadow flicker impact residents 
living within 1+ miles of an operating turbine facility. Our concern herein has to do with a fundamental 
expectation of safety for our families, ourselves, and our properties. Turbines standing over 600-feet tall 
that are as close as 500-feet to our properties will render large portions of our properties unsafe for 
general use or further development.  

There is no reasonable justification for Missouri citizens and property to be placed at risk. Empire’s 
setbacks are not even representative of what the wind industry considers ‘standard.’  

Empire’s behavior to date has been evasive and not forthcoming with information regarding the 
Projects. We were only made aware in July of the setback distances. Thus far, no maps are available 
from Empire showing the locations of the turbines. We contacted the Federal Aviation Administration 
directly and were surprised to learn that Empire has filed plans to erect over 220 turbines as part of 
North Fork and Kings Point, not 140 turbines. (See attached map produced from the FAA data submitted 
by Empire) 

We note that many of those who will be impacted by the turbines are not Empire customers. This fact 
does not excuse Empire’s lack of transparency. 

Missouri law Section 393.170.3, RSMo 2000 provides for the Commission, through its order, to impose 
“conditions as it may deem reasonable and necessary.” We respectfully ask that the Commission reopen 
the adjudicative portion of this Docket and take testimony relative to turbine siting. The Projects may 
address some of the policy goals of the State, however, there are no circumstances at any time where 
satisfying a public goal means exposing citizens to the high risks we are facing with turbines so close to 
our homes. 

Time is of the essence. Thank you for your attention to this critically important matter.  

Respectfully, 

Jennifer Ryan   Jeanne Anne Hensley 
Barton County   Jasper County 

On behalf of Concerned Citizens of Barton/Jasper County  

attachments 

cc:  Geoff Marke, Missouri Office of the Public Counsel  
David Swain, President, Empire District Electric Company 
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