
SAMPLE LETTER 1         

October 15, 2015 

 

Mr. Edward Ryan 

177 Highland Avenue 

Short Hills, KY 99999 

 

 

Dear Edward, 

 

 I have some great news to share with you.  Over the past 

few months, our campaign has continued to build momentum and gain 

support all over Cincinnati.  In every corner of the City, people 

are responding to our message of lower taxes, less crime, more 

jobs and a growing economy.   

 

 Recently, I was endorsed by the Carpenters’ and Meat 

Cutters’ Unions, who joined the Teamsters, Painters, and 

Firefighters in lending their support to my campaign.  Over the 

coming weeks, several other unions plan to officially endorse my 

vision for a growing, prosperous Cincinnati.   

 

 Together, the unions that have endorsed me represent over 

75,000 members.  Their support is crucial in building an army of 

Election Day workers that is unprecedented in Cincinnati 

political history.  The Shoemaker for Mayor campaign has already 

recruited over 5,000 volunteers to work on Election Day, making 

sure that every Shoemaker supporter goes to the polls and that we 

get a fair count in every single polling place. 

 

 This month, Cincinnati Magazine made the first endorsement 

of a political candidate in its nearly 100-year history.  In 

endorsing me, the magazine’s editors singled out my plans to 

slash the city wage tax, and find innovative regional solutions 

to local problems.  From unions to the press, Busterville to Port 

Tacony, it is clear that my vision is resonating in every part of 

the City. 

 

 My campaign has continued to lay out bold ideas for moving 

Cincinnati forward.  Just a few of plans we recently presented 

include: 

 

 

 

 

 



• A strategy for supporting small businesses 

throughout the City 

 

• Plans for reducing crime and correcting the alarming 

spike in violent crime in Cincinnati, and 

 

• A blueprint for slashing the city wage tax by 22% 

and immediately ending the business gross receipts 

tax  

 

Over the remaining weeks of this campaign, I will continue 

to present ideas for fixing what is broken and for returning 

Cincinnati to a City that is growing in jobs and population.  I 

will continue to campaign vigorously in every neighborhood, 

registering new voters, signing up new volunteers, and making 

sure that every voter hears our message.   

 

As I campaign, it is clear to me that Cincinnatians want 

change… they are tired of the corruption and cronyism in City 

Hall.  They want to see businesses, and families, moving back 

into the City.  They want to see Cincinnati moving forward again…  

   …and they want to be part of making it happen. 

 

 The enormous outpouring of support for my campaign has been 

amazing.  Thousands of people, from every neighborhood, ethic 

group, and political party have signed up to work with our 

campaign on Election Day.  Tens of thousands more have joined us 

at rallies, block parties, and other events.  The message is 

clear… the time is now… we can and will win this election. 

 

 I want to thank you for all you have done to get us where 

we are today.  Your support has meant a lot to me.  With your 

help, we have raised over $7.6 million, and spread our message 

throughout the region.  Thank you. 

 

 I am writing because I need your support again.  Make no 

mistake about it – while we can win this election, we still face 

an uphill battle.  Over the next 43 days, my opponent will be 

working hard to maintain the status quo.  We must have the 

resources we need to wage a strong battle, both on the airwaves 

and on the streets.   

 

 

 

 



 Your financial support is critical to our ability to wage a 

war over the airwaves, keep our offices in the field open, and 

put an army on the streets on Election Day.  Your most generous 

contribution of $25, $50, $100 or whatever you can afford will 

allow us to continue building momentum… recruiting volunteers… 

running TV spots… and win this election.   

 

 We had a great summer – and we’re having a great fall.  The 

energy and excitement that our campaign has generated proves that 

we can… and will… win this election.  But I can’t do it without 

your help.  Please return your contribution in the envelope 

provided as soon as possible, and let’s get Cincinnati moving 

again! 

 

     

       With gratitude, 

 

 

 

 

       Sam Shoemaker 

 

   

P.S.  The Shoemaker for Mayor Campaign continues to build 

momentum and share my vision of a growing, prosperous Cincinnati.  

You’ve been a great supporter of my campaign… and I need your 

help again.  Your most generous contribution of $100, $250, $500, 

or whatever you can afford will help us wage a spirited campaign 

on the airwaves and on the streets.  Please send your 

contribution today! 

 



Sample Letter 2      July 29, 2015 

 

Prefix, First Name, Last Name 

Address1 

Address2 

City, State, Zip 

 

 

Dear First Name,  

 

I have just finished a whirlwind week of campaigning and I 

continue to be amazed at the great response we are getting all 

over Cincinnati.  From North Cincinnato to South Rockford, 

Richmond to Cici Village and beyond, people are responding to my 

message of a growing, prosperous City. 

 

As our campaign builds momentum, my opponent’s campaign 

continues to lose steam.  Voters are tired of the corruption and 

cronyism in City Hall.  It seems that every day, the morning 

papers bring more bad news for my opponent.  Just a few of the 

headlines in recent months include: 

 

• “Mayor Praises Alleged Drug Criminal”                      

(The Post, 7/23/15) 

 

• “For Incumbent Mayor, A Week to Forget”                     

(The Globe, 6/13/15) 

 

• “Roger Sanders Lands (City) Contract”                               

(Sunday Mail, 6/6/15) 

 

• “Feds Probing Ticket Fixing in City Agency”                   

(The Post, 3/12/15) 

 

While the Mayor deals with these and other scandals, my 

campaign continues to put forth a plan to bring families and 

businesses back to Cincinnati.  By lowering taxes, improving our 

schools, reducing crime and making City government more customer-

friendly, we can send the message that Cincinnati is “open for 

business.” 

 

Today, in a packed auditorium, I presented a bold plan to 

drastically reduce Cincinnati’s city wage tax.  For too long, our 

leaders have talked about significantly lowering this tax burden.  

Yet the tax rate has been reduced only fractions of a percent per 



year. Today, I laid out a plan to slash the city wage tax and 

grow Cincinnati’s economy. 

 

 In our efforts to bring families and businesses back to 

Cincinnati, the greatest hurdle we face is the city wage tax.  My 

plan will ensure that no family that lives here… and no company 

that does business here… will ever again need to leave the City 

because they are overtaxed and underserved. 

 

Similarly, Cincinnati’s “gross receipts tax” guarantees 

that businesses think twice before moving into the City.  Under 

this tax, companies owe money whether they make a profit or not.  

Today, I proposed completely eliminating this tax to bring 

businesses, and jobs, back to Cincinnati.     

 

I’m happy to report that the response to our message has 

been amazing… 

 

To date, we’ve raised over $5.3 million and over 4,000 

people have volunteered to help our effort.  This remarkable 

support for our campaign from across the Cincinnati region shows 

that we can… and will… win this election. 

 

This year, we have a historic opportunity to reform City 

Hall and return to Cincinnati the momentum it once had.  To make 

this dream a reality, we need to make sure that every voter, in 

every neighborhood, hears our message… 

 

 

…but I can’t do it without your help. 

 

 

Running for Mayor is expensive.  To succeed, we need to run 

a major campaign on the airwaves.  TV advertising is the single 

greatest expense my campaign will have.  We plan to wage a strong 

and sustained “air war” to supplement our grassroots and get out 

the vote efforts. 

 

Television advertising may be expensive, but it is 

necessary to ensure that we reach every single voter.  Over the 

coming months, we will be rolling out TV spots that lay out my 

vision for Cincinnati and plans for our City’s growth and 

prosperity. 

 

You’ve been a strong supporter of my campaign.  Thank you 

for all you have done to help us get this far... your past 



contribution, and your encouragement, means a lot to me.  I hope 

that I can count on you to continue your financial support for 

our effort. 

 

Your most generous contribution of $100, $250, $500, or 

whatever you can afford will allow us to go up on TV earlier, run 

more spots, and allow more voters to hear our message of a City 

growing in population and jobs. 

 

Very soon, we will need to determine just how much TV time 

we can buy… for that reason, I ask that you return your most 

generous contribution in the envelope provided as soon as 

possible.   

 

Again, thank you for your continued support.  I look 

forward to updating you as my campaign progresses, and to seeing 

you at one of our campaign events soon. 

 

 

With gratitude, 

 

 

 

 

 

Sam Shoemaker 

 

 

P.S.  The Shoemaker for Mayor Campaign continues to build 

momentum and share my vision of a growing, prosperous Cincinnati.  

To ensure that every voter hears this message, my campaign will 

need to spend a significant sum on TV advertising.  Your most 

generous contribution of $100, $250, $500, or whatever you can 

afford will go a long way toward helping us succeed. 

 

P.P.S.  For more information on my proposal to slash Cincinnati’s 

city wage tax, or to volunteer your time to help my campaign, 

please visit our website at www.websiteurl.com - If you would 

like to volunteer, you can also call XXX-XXX-XXXX. 

 

  



SAMPLE LETTER 3 

 

February 19, 2016 

 

Prefix, First Name, Last Name 

Address1 

Address2 

City, State, Zip 

 

 

Dear First Name, 

 

I am happy to report that our campaign continues to build 

momentum.  Every day, at every campaign stop, I meet new 

supporters, sign-up new volunteers, and hear first-hand that our 

message is resonating with the voters in our district.  And there 

is more good news… 

 

To date, our campaign has raised over $400,000 and we’ve 

received strong support not only from the Scranton region, but 

also from Washington, DC and across the country.  This campaign 

truly will be one of the most watched races in the nation this 

year. 

 

Most of all, I am proud to share with you the results of 

our most recent poll.  This poll, taken on January 11-12, shows 

that among likely voters, we are starting this race with a 2-to-1 

lead.  Needless to say, we are in a great position to win this 

election. 

 

This year, we have an historic opportunity to bring real 

change to Washington.  Congress desperately needs a new voice 

fighting for fiscal responsibility and cleaner, leaner 

government.  That is why the following groups have already 

endorsed our campaign: 

 

✓ United States Chamber of Commerce 

✓ Republican Main Street Partnership 

✓ North County Medical Society 

✓ Women’s Campaign Fund 

✓ The Republican City Committee 

 

We’ve also received financial support from the American 

Medical Association, the National Association of Truck Builders, 

Speaker Rodriguez, Congressman J.J. Horsham, and many, many 

others. 

 



We would not be in such a great position this early in the 

campaign without your help.  You’ve been a strong supporter of my 

efforts.  Thank you for all you have done to help get us this 

far.  Your encouragement and dedication mean a lot to me.  I hope 

I can count on you to continue your financial support for our 

effort.   

 

As you know, running a Congressional campaign is expensive.  

This is particularly true in Scranton, which is the fourth most 

expensive media market in Pennsylvania.   

 

Your most generous contribution of $250, $500, $1000, or 

whatever you can afford will allow us reach every voter with our 

message, open additional district offices, produce superb 

campaign materials… 

 

       …and win this election. 

 

 Simply put, we can’t do it without your help.  Please take 

a moment right now to send your most generous contribution in the 

envelope provided.  Thank you, again, for your continued support.  

I look forward to updating you as the campaign progresses. 

 

 

       With gratitude, 

 

 

 

 

       Melissa Bumbley 

 

 

P.S.  The Bumbley for Congress Campaign continues to build 

momentum.  Our most recent poll shows that we are winning this 

race by a 2-to-1 margin.  Your most generous contribution of 

$250, $500, $1000, or whatever you can afford will go a long way 

toward helping us succeed.  

 


